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dHAiP. LXXXIIt. 

^IR WALTER MANNY DEFEATS THE LORD LEWIS 

OF SPAIN, AT QUIMPERLE. 

XX/'HEN the lord Lewis of Spain had embarked, 
with his company, at the port of Guerrande, 
they failed towards lower Brittany, and dame to the 
port of Quimperle, which is near to Quimperco- 
rentin and St. Mahi^. They difembark^d, and be- 
g^ to pillage and deftroy the country ; where they 
found a great deal of riches, which they carried td 
their veffel^, and then fet oflf to do the fame in other 
{)arts, hot finding any to oppofe them. 

As fooA as this news was brought to fir Walter 
Manny and fir Amauri de Cliffon, they had a great 
defire to gb after them j and having opened them- 
felves on this fubje£t to fir Yves de Trefiquidi, the 
governor of Guingamp, the lord of Landreman, fir 
William de Cadoudal, the two brothers de Spme- 
fort, and to all the other knights at Hennebon, 
they confented cheerfully to follow them. 

They immediately fet off^ embarking with them 
three thotlfand archers, and iaever flackened fail 
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until they came to the port where the veflels of the 
lord Lewis were. They entered tlie harbour, killed 
all thofe who guarded the veiFels, and were afto- 
nifhed at the quantity of riches they found in them. 
I'hey then difembarked, and went to many places, 
burning the houfes and villages. Having divided 
themfelves into three divifions out of prudence, the 
more readily to find their enemies, and leaving 
three hundred archers to guard the veflels and the 
riches they had taken, they fet out after them by 
different roads. 

News of this event w^as foon carried to th^ lord 
Lewis of Spain, who colIedVed his army together, 
and began his retreat with great fpeed towards h^ 
veflels ; but, meeting with one of the three divi- 
fions, he faw he muft fight, and put a good coun- 
tenance upon it. He made many knights upon the 
occafion, efpecially his nephew named Alphonfo. 
When the lord Lewis and his party made their firfl: 
onfet, it was fo brilliant, numbers were unhorfed ; 
and they would have carried the day, if the other 
two divifions had not come up, alarmed by the noife 
and cries of the country people. The at-tack was 
then very ferious, and the Engli(h archers per- 
formed fo well that the Genoefe and Spaniards were 
difcomfited, almofl all being killed or wounded ; 
for the country people purfued them with ftone? 
and flings, fo that the lord Lewis had difficulty to 
efcape, very badly wounded. He fled towards his 
veflels; and of the fix thoufand, which his arp^y 
confift:ed of, he did not fave more than about three 
hundred : he left dead his nephew, whom he much 
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loved. Wh'en he came to his fliipS) he was pre- 
vented from entering them by thofe archers who 
remained to guard the fleets He then embarked, 
in the greateft hade, on*board a veffel called a 
lique^ with as many of his people as he could coUed 
together, and efcaped with all poffible expedition. 

As foon as fir Walter Manny and his party were 
come to the fleet, in purfuit of the lord Lewis, they 
embarked on board the firfl: veflels they found 
ready, and, hoifting every fail, made after him, 
leaving thofe of the country to take care of what 
Remained of his army, to revenge themfelves, and 
fecove^ what they had been robbed of. Sir Walter 
and lus compaay had a favourable wind ; but though 
tbey weire within fight, all the time, of the lord 
Lewis, they could not come up with him. His 
inaxwers niade fucfa exertions that they got into the 
port of Redon, where he immediately landed, with 
aU i(b6fe who had efcaped : having entered the town, 
he made no long ftay there ; for the Englifh had 
dUembs^ked, akid were clof(i after, to fight with 
him; f6 he haitened away, nioimted upon fuch 
faorfes as he could borrow in the town, and made 
for Rennes, which was not far off. Thofe who 
bould not get any were oblig^ to do as well as 
they could, and follow their companions on foot. 
BCtoy were fo tired and badly mounted, that they 
fell into the hands of then: enemies; The lord 
LeDris, however, made fuch fpeed that he got into 
Rennes; and ihe Englifh and Bretons returned 
to Redon,,. where they repofed themfelves that 
fiigfaU 
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On the morrow, they embarked, in order to 
return to the countefs, their lady, at Hennebon i 
but they had contrary winds, which forced them to* 
land about three leagues from the town of Dinant, 
They ad\;^anced into the country, deftroying it as 
they marched, and taking what horfes they could 
lay hands on ; fo that fome were mounted without 
faddles or bridles, and went forwards until they 
came ta Roche Perion : when Sir Walter Maimy, 
addreffing his companions, faid, * Gentlemen, I 
fhoald like much td attack this ftrong caftle, all 
fatigued as I am, if I had any to affift m^, to 'fee if 
We could not conquer it/ The oth^er knights re- 
plied, * Go on, frr, boldly j wie trfH follow you 
until death.* They then all fet forward to the 
affault of the caftle. The captain of it was Girard 
de Maulin; the fame who had been prifoner at 
Dinant, as before related: he armed hid people, 
and placing them upon the battlements and other 
parts of defence, without fheltering himfetf behind 
them, prepared for the affault. It was very fharp 
and perilous: among many who were fevierely 
wouncled were, fir John Boteler of Warrington and 
fir Matthew Trelawney ; infomuch that they were 
obliged to be carried off, and laid in a field, witlt^ 
the other wounded. 
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CHAP. LXXXIV. 

SIR WALTER MANNY TAKES THE CASTLE OF GOY 

LA FORET. 

'J'HIS Girard de Maulin had a brother, of the 
name of Reae de Maulin, who was captain of 
another little fort, called Faouet, fituated at leaft 
half a league from Roche Perion, When Ren6 
heard -that the Englifh and Bretons were attacking 
his brother, he armed forty of his companions, and 
fet out for Roche Perion, to adventure his owa 
peribn, and to fee if by any means he could give 
aid to his brother. Rene therefore came fuddenly 
Vpon thofe knights and fquire^s, who lay wounded 
in the field, attended by their fervants ; and, falling 
upon them, made them prifoners, and drove them 
before liim to Faouet, wounded as they were. Some 
of their attendants fled to fir Walter Manny, who 
was eagerly engaged at the affault : when they had 
informed him what had happened, he put an end 
to it, and, with all his company, haftened towards 
Faouet, in order to .overtake thofe who were carry- 
ing his friends away prifoners; but, with all his 
fpeed, he was not in time to hinder Rene from 
entering his caftle with thenv 

When the Englifli and Bretons had come there, 
jthey direftly made an affault, tired as they were ; 
Jbut they did little, for the garrifon defended them- 
selves valiantly, and the night was far advanced. 
They lay before it that night, in order to renew 
the .affault the next day. 
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Girard de Maulin was foon informed of what 
was pafSng, and, mounting his horfe, fct out alone 
for Dinant, where be arriv^ed a little before day- 
break. He related to the lord Peter Porteboeuf, 
governor of Dinant, the caufe of his coming ; who, 
when it was day, fummoned ^U tjie citizens to the 
town-hall. Girard de Maulin there fp elqquently 
difplayed thq reafons of his arrival, tjiat the citi^ 

zens and foldiers were unanimous to affift him. 

• . . . ' 

All forts of people immediately armed themfelves, 
and fet off towards Faouet in the beft manner they 
could: in all, they were fix thoufand perfons at 
leaft. 

Sir Walter Manny was informed of this by ^ 
fpy ; and, calling a cbuncil of his companions, they 
ponfidered it would be beft for them to retreat to«r 
wards Hennebon ; for their fituation would be very 
dangerous, if thofe from Dinant fhould attack them 
on one fide, and the army of the lord Charles of 
Blois on the other : they might be furrounded, and 
taken prifoners or flain. They therefore judged it 
moft expedient, for the prefent, to leave theht 
friends in prifon, and give up all thoughts of affift* 
ing them till a better opportunity "fliould offer. 

As they were returning to Hennebon, they paffed 
near a caftle, called Goy la Foret, which, a fort- 
night before, had furrendered itfelf to the lord 
Charles. Sir Walter told his companions, he wOufid 
not advance a ftep farther, in fpite of his fetlgUfe, 
until he had made an aflault on this fort, ztid fe^n 
who were within it. Then, hanging his target to 
his neck, he gallopped up to the batrriers and ditch 
of the calUe, the Englilh and Bretons following 

him» 
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him. The attack was (harp, and thofe within de- 
fended themfelves vigoroufly. Sir Hervc de Leon 
and fir Guy de Goy were with the Lord Charles 
before Carhaix. The aflault lafting fome time, fir 
Waher encouraged his men, by porting himfelf at 
their head in the moft dangerous fituations : the 
archers (hot fo dexteroufly, that thofe within the 
caftle dared not (hew themfelves. Sir Walter and 
his party made fuch exertions, that the ditches on 
one fide were filled with ftraw and wood, fo that 
they could approach the walls; in which, with 
mallets and pick-axes, they made an opening fix 
feet wide. They then entered through this open- 
ing, took the cafl:le by ftorm, and flewtiU that were 
within. They remained there that night : on the 
morrow they continued their march, and arrived at 
Hennebon *. 



CHAP. LXXXV. 

THE LORD CHARLES DE BLOIS TAKES THE TOWN 

OF CARHAIX f. 

^XT^HEN the countefs of Montfort was informed^ 
of the return of the Englifti and Bretons, (he 
went out to meet them, and mofl nobly thanked 

I I %■' ' !■■■ 

* I fufpc^, althouf^h the hiftorian of Brittany copies 
Froiffart exad^ly, that la Roche Pcrion muft be Rofperdeu, 
which is in Bleau's map of Brittany ; and Barnes calls it 
Rofternan : but I cannot find any where this Dinan, for 
Dinan le Sauveur is in the diocefe of St. Malo, which mull 
have been too far off. There is much confufion in the 
names of places. 

f Carhaixi — a town in the diocefe of Quimper. 

B 4 them 
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them with kiijjes and embraces: flie gave a gran4 
.dinner and entertainment to all the knights and 
fquires of renown. 

At this period, the lord Charles had conquered 
the town of Vannes, and was befieging Carhaix. 
The countefs and fir Walter Manny fent fpecial 
meffengers to king Edward, to inform him how 
the lord Charles of Blois, and the lords of France, 
had re-captured Rennes, Vannes, find many other 
large towns and caftles in Brittany ; and that, unlefe 
there were fuccours fpeedily fent, they would gain 
the remainder of that duchy. 

The ambaffadors fet out from Hennebon, and 
arrived at Cornwall, whence they journeyed tq- 
wards Windfor, 

We will now return to lord Charles of Blois, 
who had fo preffed the town of Carhaix by his 
attacks and his engines, that it was furrendered to 
him, the lives and fortunes of the inhabitants being 
preferved. He pardoned what was paffed, and the 
inhabitants fwore homage and fealty to him, ag- 
knowledging him for their true lord. 

Lord Charles placed pew officerjs in the toy^n, 
and remained there with the lords of France, to 
recruit themfelves and the army. He held a council 
upon marching to Hennebon, which being deter- 
mined on, they befieged it as clofely as they were 
able. That town was very well provided with men, 
provifions and ammunition. 

The lord Lewis of Spain came to thefe lords the 
forth day after they had begun the fiege : he had 
remained 9t Rennes fix weeks, in order to have 

his 



his wounds properly attended to.and cured. They 
were rejoiced to fee him, as he was much efteemed 
by thefe noblemen. The French army increafed 
every day; for as great numbers of barons and 
knights were daily returning from the king of 
Spain, (who at that time was at war with the king 
of Granada and the Saracens,) in paffing through 
Poitou, hearing of this war in Brittany, they turned 
their fteps thither. The lord Charles had erefted 
fifteen or fixteen large engines before Hennebon, 
which threw great ftones over the walls into the 
town : but thofe within were not much alarmed at 
them, for they had taken every precaution to fhelter 
themfelves againft their eflfefts : they frequently 
came to the walls and battlements, and, by way of 
joke, ' kept rubbing them, crying out, * Go your 
ways, and feek for your friends who are fleeping 
in the plains of Quimperle ;' which Vexed mightily 
the lord Lewis of Spain, and the Genoefe. 



CHAP. LXXXVI. 



fIR JOHN BOTELER AND SIR MATTHEW TRELAW- 
NEY ARE RESCUED FROM DEATH. 

THE lord Lewis of Spain came one day into the 
tent of lord Charles of Blois, where wer^ 
numbers of the French nobility, and requefted of 
him a boon for all the fervices he had done him, 
and as a recompenfe for thenii, 

The lord Charles promifed to grant whatever h^ 
fcpuld afc, as he held himfelf under many obliga- 
tions 



lO 

lions to Iiim. Upon which the lord Lewis defired 
that the two priibners, fir John Boteler and fir 
Matthew Trelawney, who were in the prifon of the 
caftle of Faouet, might be fent for, and delivered 
op to him, to do with them as fhould pleafe him 
bfefti^ * This is the boon I alk ; for they have dif- 
comfited, purfued, and wounded me, have alfo 
fiain the lord Alphonfo, my nephew? and I have no 
ether way to be revenged on them than to have 
thsem beheaded in fight of their friends who are 
fcut up in Hennebon/ 

The lord Charles was much amazed at this re-r 
quefl, and replied ; * I will certainly give you the 
prifoners, fince you have afked for them ; but you 
will be very cruel, and much to blame, if you put 
to death two fuch valiant men; and our enemies 
Will have an equal right to do the fame to any rf 
DOT friends wliom they may capture, for we are not 
clear what may happen to any one of us every day/ 
I therefore intreat, dear fir and fweet coufin, that 
you would be better advifed.* Lord Lewis^ faid, 
that if he did not keep his promife, he would quit 
the army, and never ferve or love him as long as 
he lived. When the lord Charles faw that he mufl 
comply, he fent off meflengers to the caflle of 
' Faouet, who returned with the two prifoners, and 
carried them to the tent of lord Charles. 

Neither prayers nor intreaties could prevail on 
torii Lewis to defift from his purpofe of having 
them beheaded after dinner, fo ipuch was lie en- 
"raged againft them. 

AH 
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All the converfation, and every thing that paflfed 
between the lord Charles and lord Lewis, relative 
to thefc two prifoners, was told to fir Walter Manny 
ind fir Amauri de Cliflbn, by iriends and fpies, who 
reprefented the danger in which the two knights 
were* They bethought themfelves what was beft 
to be done, but, after confidering different fchemes, 
could fir on none : at laft fir Walter faid, * Gen* 
tljrH.n, it would do us great honour if we could 
rv^cxx: Vide two knights: if we adventure it, and 
flioulJ fciil, king Edward would hold himfelf obliged 
to us ; and all wife men, who may hear of it in 
times to come, will thank us, and fay that we had 
done our ducV. I will tell you my plan, and yoil 
are able to undertake it ; for I think we are bound 
to riik our lives in endeavouring to fave thofe of 
Jwo fuch gallant knights. I propofe therefore, if 
it be agreeable to you, that we arm immediately, 
and form ourfelves into two divifions : one fhall fet 
off, as foon after dinner as p6ffible, by this gate, 
and draw up near the ditch, to Ikirmifh with and 
alarm the eilemy j who, you may believe, will Xoon 
mufler to that part ; and, if you pleafe, you, fir 
Amauri de Cliffon, fhall have the command of it, 
and fhall take with you a thoufand good archers, 
to make thofe that may come to you retreat back 
again, and three hundred men at arms. I will have 
i^ith me a hundred of itiy companions, and five 
hundred archers, and will fally out at the poftCTh 
on the oppofite fide privately, and coming behind 
thetti, will lull upon their camp, which we fhall 
find unguarded. I will take with me thofe who are 

acquainted 
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licquainted with the road to lord Charles's tent, 
where the two prifoners are, and will make for 
that part of the camp. I can affure you, that J 
;and my companions will do every thing in our 
power to bring J^ack in fafety thefe two knights, if 
it pleafe God/ 

This propofal was agreeable to all ; and they di- 
reftly feparajted, to arm and prepare themfelves. 
About the hour of dinner, fir Amauri and hi§ party 
fet oflF; and having Jiad the principal gate of Hen- 
j^ebon opened for then), which led to the road that 
>yent ftraight to the army of Lord Charles, they 
rulhed forwsgrd, Peaking great: cries and npife, to 
the tents and huts, which they cujt down, and kiljed 
lall .that fame in their way. The enemy was much 
alarmed, and, putting thenjfelyes in motion, got 
amjied as quickly as poflible, and advanced towards 
the Englifh and Bretons^ who received them very 
warmly. The ftirmifh was fharp, and many oi^ 
each fide were flain. 

When fir Amauri perceived thaf almoft the 
whole of the army was in motion, and drawn out> 
he retreated very handfomely, fighting all the time^ 
to the bairiers of the town, when he fuddenly 
halted : then the archers, who had been ported on 
€ach fide of the ditch beforehand, made fuch good 
ufe of their bows, that the engagement was very 
hot, and all the army of the enemy ran thither, 
except the fervants. 

During this time, fir Walter Manny with his 
company iflued out privily by the poftem, and, 
making a circuit, came upon the rear of the enemy'^ 

camp : 



ftimp : they were iiot perceived by any one, for alf 
were gone to the fldnnifli upon the ditch. Sir* 
Walter made ftraight for the tent of lord Charles, 
where he found the two knights. Sir John Botelex* 
and fir Matthew Trelawney, whom he immediately 
mounted upon two courfers which he had ordered to 
be brought for them, and, returning as feft as pofli- 
ble, entered Hennebon by the fame way as he had 
fallied forth. The countefs came to fee them, and 
received them with great joy. 

The Englifh and Bretons continued ftill fighting 
at the barriers, where they gave their enemies fuf* 
ficient eitiployment. 

News was foon brought to the nobles of France, 
that the two knights had been refeued j which when 
the lord Lewis heard, he was forely difappointed, 
and inquired the way the Englifh and Bretons, who 
had refeued them, had takeh : they informed him, 
that they had immediately returned, and were pro- 
bably now in Hennebon, The lord Lewis, upon 
this, left the affault, and retired to his tent in de- 
fpight ; and all the reft of the anny began to retreat 
fi-om the barriers. 

In this combat, two knights of the countefs's 
party were captured, who had adventured too far ; 
the lord of Landreman and the governor of Guin« 
gamp ; which gave the lord Charles much pleafure. 
They were carried to his tent, where they were fo 
eflfeftually talked to, that they turned on his fide, 
^d fwore homage and fealty to him. 

Three days after, there was a council of all the 
ftobles held in lord Charles's tent, to confider what 

was 



Was beft to be done ; for they faw that the iovhi 
^4 caftle of Hennebon was too well provided with 
men and provifions for them to expeft to naake any 
impreffion there : and, on the other hand, the 
country round about was fo deftroyed that they had 
difficulty in finding forage : winter was ajfo ap* 
preaching. They therefore determined to feparate j 
;md they eameftly advifed lord Charles to place fuf- 
ficient g^rrifons, with able and valiant captains, iii 
all the caftles and towns he had taken, ;o preverit 
his enemies from re-conquering them : they agjreed^ 
that if any perfon fliould interfere, and prppofe ^ 
truce, to laft until Whitfuntide, they yirould readily 
confent to it* 
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CHAP* LXXXVIL 
Lord €harle$ op blois takes thjs to^n AitiJ 

CAStLE OF JUGOliI ** 

A LL the army agreed to what this couhcii hael 
determined upon ; for it was between the feafts 
of St. Remy and All-faints 1342 : they then fepa* 
irated^ and went each to his country* Lord Charlei 
marched to Carfiaix^ and took with hira all the ba^ 
Irons and lords of Brittany that were of bis pjuty* 
He alfo kept with him many of the French noblefe^ 
to advife with and confult, 

Whilft he was in Carhaix, fettling and oifdering 
his different garrifons to their pofts, it happenea 

- " •" ' '' — ■ — "'■ ■ • ■ ■• - - • 

• In the diocefe of the St; Pol de Leon, fivie leagues from 
the feaj and feven from St; Brieux* 

1 2 that 
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thai a rich citizen and great merchant of the towti 
of Jugon was met by his marfliai, fir Robert <k 
Beauvais *, whom he captured, and brought to 
lord -Charles in the town of Carhaix. This citizen 
provided all the purveyances for the countefs of 
Montfort, in the town of Jugon and elfewhere, and 
was much beloved and efteemed in that town, whkfa 
is well indofed and finely fituatcd : the caftle is alfo 
handfpme and ftrong. He was very much afraid of 
being put to death, and begged that he might be 
allow to pay for his ranfom. To make fliort of it,- 
the lord Charles had him fo often examined on dif* 
ferent fubjeds, that at laft he agreed to betray the 
town of Jugon to him, and engaged to deliver one 
of the gates of it, at a certain time in the night ; for 
,he was fo much refpeded in the town, that he had 
the keeping of the keys : and, to give fecurity for 
his promife, he left his fon as hoftage for him. Lord 
Charles pronjifed fo give him five hundred livres 
of yearly reiit. 

The day fixed for the opening of the gate of 
Jugon arrived, and lord Charles entered the town 
at midnight, with a large force. The watch of the 
caftle, perceiving this, gave the alarm, and cried 
out, * Treafott! treafon!* The inhabitants, not 
fufpefting any thing, be^ to ftirj and, when 
they faw ithat their town was loft, they ran in 
crowds towards the caftle. The citizen, who had. 
betrayed them, ran thither alfo, in order to hide 
his treachery. 



* Robert de Beanmanoir, marefchal dc Bret.^gne. — Hift. 

As 
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As foon as it was day, lord Charles and his party 
entered the houfcs of the inhabitants, to repofe 
themfelves ; and took whatever they pleafed. When 
he faw that the caftle was fo ftroiig and full of citi- 
zens, he declared he would never quit the place^ 
until he fhould have pofleilion of it. 

The governor, fir Girard de Rochefort, arid thfe 
citizens, fdon found out they had been betrayed t 
they feized, therefore, the traitor, arid hung him 
on the battlements, on the outfide of the walls of 
the caftle. Having received notice of the lord 
Charleses declaration, that he would not depart 
until he had gained the caftle, and finding that they 
had not provifions for more than ten days, they 
confented to furrender it, upon having their lives 
Ipared, and the remnant of their chattels reftored 
to them* 

This Was granted ; and they fwore homage and 
fealty to lord Charles, who continued the fame fir 
Girard de Rochefort governor of it, having rein* 
forced the town and caftle with riien and provi-* 
fions. 

Whilft thefe things weire paflirig, fome prudent 
and wife men in Brittany were bufy in propofing ^ 
truce between the lord Charles of Blois and the 
countefs of Montfort, who confented to it, as did 
all her allies : for the king of Englarid had advifed 
them fo to do, by the riieffengers which came to 
him from the countefs and fir Walter Manny. 

As foon as this truce was concluded, the couri^ 
tefs of Montfort embarked, and paffed over to 
England. 

CHAP, 
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fcHAP. LXXXVIIL 

THE KING OF ENGLAND MAKES GREAT FEASTS 
AND TOURNAMENTS AT LONDON, THROUGH 
AFFECTION FOR THE COUNTESS OF SALIS- 
iURY. 

TT has been related, in the foregoing jpaits of this 
hiftory, how the king of England had great wars 
in many diftant parts and countries, and that he 
maintained, every where, armies and garrifons at a 
heavy expenfe : that is to fay, in Picardy, Nor- 
mandy, Gafcony, Poitou, Saintonge, Brittany, and 
in Scotland. You have alfo heard how paflionately 
he was finitten with the charms of the noble lady, 
Catherine countefs of Salifbury j iiifomuch that he 
could not put her out of his tniiid, for love re- 
minded him of her day and night, and reprefented 
her beauties and lively behaviour in fuch bewitching 
points of view, that he could think of nothing elfe, 
notwithftanding that the earl of Salifbtiry was one 
of his moft trufty counfellorS, arid one who in 
England had moft loyally ferved him. 

Out of affe£Uon for the faid lady, and his defire 
to fee her, he ordered a great feaft and tournament 
tg be p]!t)claimed, to be hblden in London the mid- 
dle of Auguft. tie fent his proclamation into Flan- 
ders, tiainault, Brab^t and France, promifing 
paflports to all knights and fquires, from whatever 
country they might come, for their arrival €ind re- 
turn. He commanded, that all barons, lords, 
knights and fquires, of his own realm, ihould be 
Vol. n. C there 
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there without fail, if they had any love for him : 
and he exprefsly ordered the earl of Salifbury to 
haye the lady hife wife there, with as many young 
ladies as he could colledt to attend her. The earl 
very cheerfully complied with the king's requeft ; 
for he thought of nothing evil ; and the good lady 
dared not fay nay. She came, however, much 
againft her will ; for flie gueffed the reafon which 
made the king fo earneft for her attendance, but 
was afraid to difcover it to her hufband, imagining: 
at the fame time, by her conduft and converfation, 
to make the king change his opinion. 

There were at this feaft, which was very noble 
and magnificent, William earl of Hainault, fir John 
his uncle, and great numbers of barons and knights 
of high birtji : the dancing and feaftiijg continaed 
for the fpace of fifteen days. The lord John, eldefl: 
fon of the vifcount* Beaumont in England, was 
killed at this tournament. He was a handfome and 
hardy knight, and bore for arms a fhield azur, be- 
fprinkled with flower-de-luces or, with a lion or 
rampant, and a battoon gules upon^the fhield* 

The ladies and damfels were moft fuperbly drefled 
and ornamented, according to their different de* 
grees, except the countefs of Salilbury, who came 
there in as plain attire as poffible. She was not 
willing that the king fliould give up too much time 
to admire her; for fhe had neither wifli nor in- 
clination to obey him in any thing evil, that might 
turn out to her own or her hufband's diflxonour. 



' * No mention Is made of this in Dugdale, and tkere 
uo vifcounts, but barons, at that period* 

At 
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At this feaft were Henry, fumamed Wry-neck, 
earl of Lancafter, fir Henry his fon earl of Derby, 
lord Robert d'Artois earl of Richmond, the earl 
of Northampton and Glocefter, the earl of War- 
wick, the earl of Salilbury, the earl of Pembroke, 
the earl of Hereford, the earl of Arundel, the earl 
of Cornwall, the earl of Oxford, the earl of Suffolk, 
the lord Stamford, and many other barons an4 
knights of England. 

The king, on the departure of thefe nobles, re- 
. cdved letters from different lords in the countries 
of Gafcony, Bayonne, Flanders, and from his great 
fiiedid Jacob von Artaveld. He alfo heard from the 
borders of Scotland, from the lord Roos of Ham- 
lake and lord Percy, and the lord Edward Baliol, 
who was governor of Berwick, that the Scot$ 
kept the truce, which had been agreed to lafl: year 
between the Englifli and Scots, very indifferently ; 
and that they had iffued out proclamations for affem- 
bling a large force, but he was uncertain to what 
part they would direfl: it. 

The garifons which he kept in Poitou, Saintonge, 
la Rochelle, and the Bourdoulois, wrote to inform 
him that the French were making great prepara-' 
tions for war ; and that as the truce agreed to by 
the kings . of France and England at Arras, after 
the breaking up of the fiege of Toumay^ was near 
expiring, itv behoved his majefty to have good ad- 
vice. He anfwered every part of their letters. 
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CflAP. LXXXlX. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND SENDS THE LORD ROBERT 
d'aRTOIS into BRITTANY. 

TOURING the feflions of a parKaitient hdd at 
London, the king was defirous of putting every 
thing elfe afide, and to fuccour the countefs of 
Montfort, who, at that time, was on a vifit to the 
queen of England, He entreated, therefore, his 
dear coufin lord Robert d'Artois, that he would 
coliefb as many itien at arms and archers as he 
could, and pafs over with the countefs into Brit- 
tany. ' 

The lord Robert made hrs preparations, and, 

having affembled his number of men at arms and 

archers, went to Southampton, where they lay a 

confiderable time on account of contrai^y winds. 

. About Eafler, they embarked and put to fea. 

At this fame parliament, the barons eameftly 
advifed the king, in confideration of the multitude 
of bufinefs he had upon his hands, to fend the 
bifliop 6f Lincoln to his brother-in-law the king of 
Scotland, to treat for a firm and ftable truce to kft 
for two other years. 

The king was loth to do it ; as he was defirous 
to carry on the war agauift the Scots in fuch a 
manner that they themfelves fhould requeft a truce. 
His council, however, with all due deference, faid, 
that that would not be the moft advifabl2 means, 
confidering he had before fo ruined and deftroyed 
that country, and that he had more important affairs 

on 
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6n his hands in other parts. They added, that it 
was great wifdom, \vhen engaged in diiFerent wars, 
to pacify one power by a truce, another by fair 
words, and make war on the third. 

The king was perfuaded, by thefe and other rea- 
fons, and begged the above-mentioned prelate to 
undertake this miffion. The bifhop would not fay 
nay, but fet out on his journey, H^ fooiji returned 
without doing any thing, and related tp the king, 
that the king of Scotland had no power to make a 
truce without the will and confent of the king of 
France. Upon hearing this, the king exclaimed 
aloud, that he would fhortly fo ruin and deftroy 
the kingdonjL of Scotland, it ihould never recover 
fropi it. He ifTued out a proclamation through his 
realm, for all perfons to affemble at Berwick, by 
the feaft of Eafter, properly armecj, and prepared 
to follow him wherever he fhould lead them, except 
thofe who were to go into Brittany. 

When Eafter came, the king held a great court 

at Berwick. All the pijnces, lords and knights 

who at that time were in England, were there, ^s 

well as great numbers of the comn^on people of 

^ the country. 

They remained there three weeks, without making 
any excuriion ; for prudent and good men were 
bufily employing themfejve^ to form a truce, which 
^t laft was agreed and fwom tOy ^ for two years ; 
and the Scots had it coi^firmed by the king of 
France. 

The king of England fent all his people to their 
pwn hpmes : he himfelf returned to Windfor. He 

C 3 fent 
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fent the lord Thomas Holland and lir John Darvel 
to Bayonne, with two hundred men -at arms and 
four hundred archers, to guard that frontier againft 

the French. 
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A SEA ENGAGEMENT, OFF GUERNSEY, BETWEEN 
THE LORD ROBERT d'aRTOIS AND THE LORD 
LEWIS OF SPAIN. 

TI/'E mull now return to lord Robert d'Artpis 
and his army. Eafter fell fo late this year, 
that it was about the beginning of May ; and the 
middle of that month was the period when the 
truce between the lord Charles and the countefe of 
Montfort was to expire. 

The lord Charles had received information of 
the countefs of Montfort's journey into England, 
of her folicitations for affiftance, and of the fuccour 
the king of England was to give her : on which 
account, the lord Lewis of Spain, fir Charles Gri- 
nialdi and fir Otho Doria, were ftationed oflf 
Guernfey, with thirty-two large veffels, having on 
board three thoufand Genoefe, and a thoufand 
men at arms. 

The lord Robert d*Artois, the earl of Pembroke, 
the earl of Salifbury, the earl of Suflfolk, the eari 
of Oxford, the baron of Stamford, the lord De- 
fpenfer, the lord Bouchier, with many other knights 
from England, and their followers, were accom- 
panying the countefs of Montfort to Brittany, and 

had 
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had a vnad to their mfh : when in an afternoon, 
as they were near the ifland of Guemfey, they per- 
ceived the large fleet of the Genoefe, of which the 
lord Lewi» was commander. 

Upon this, the failors cried out, ^ Gentlemen, 
arm yourfelves and make ready, for here are the 
Genoefe and Spaniards bearing down upon us/ 
The Englifh then founded their trumpets, fpread 
out their pennons to the wind, ornamented with 
the devices of their arms and with the banner of 
St. George. Every one pofted himfelf properly at 
his quarters^ and filling up the intervals with 
archers, they advanced full fail toward the enemy. 
They might be about forty-fix vefTels, great and 
fmall; but there were none fo large as nine of 
diofe. under the lord Lewis, who iiad likewife three 
galleys; in each of which were the three chiefs, 
the lord Lewis, fir Charles Grimaldi and fir Otho 
Doria. The fleets approached each other, and the 
Genoefe began to fhoot with their <^rofs-bows at 
random, which the Englifli archers returned. This 
continued fome time, and many were wounded: 
but when the barons, knights and fquires were able 
to come to clofe combat, and could reach each 
other with their lances, then the battle raged, and 
they made good trial of each other's courage. The 
coimtefs of Montfort was equal to a man, for fhe 
had the Txeart of a lion ; and, with a rufly fharp 
fword in her hand, fhe combated bravely. 

The Genoefe and Spaniards, who were in thefe 
large veflTels, threw down upon their enemies great 
l^s of iron, and annoyed them much with very 

C 4 long 
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long lances. This engagement began about vefpers, 
and lafted until night parted them ; for, fpon after 
vefpers, there came on fuch a fog, they could 
fcarcely diftinguifh each other : they therefore fepar 
rated, caft anchor, and got their fhips in order, 
but did not difarm, for they intended renewipg the 
fight thp next day. 

About midnight, a violent ftorm arofe ; and fo 
tremendous was it, that it feemed as if the world 
would have been deftroyed : there were not, on 
either fide, 'any fo bold, but who wifhed themfelves 
on fhore; for thefe barges and veflels drove fo 
furioufly againft each other, that they feared they 
would go to pieces. 

The Englifh lords inquired of the failor$ what 
was beft to be done : they anfwered, to difembark 
as foon as they could ; for there were fuch ritks at 
fea, that, if the wind fliould continue as violent as 
it then was, there would be danger of their bang 
all drowned. They therefore drew up their an^ 
chors, fet their fails about half a quarter, apd made 
oflF. On the other hand, the Genoefe weighed 
their anchors, and put off to fea ; for their vefTels, 
being fo much larger than the Englifh, could wea- 
ther the tempeft more fecurely : and alfo, if they 
fliould drive too near the fhore, they ran a rifk of 
being wrecked, which made them take to the deep. 
As they were going off, they fell in with Tour Eng- 
lifh vefTels, laden with provifions, which had kept 
out of the engagement : they feized them, and 
took them in taw. The wind and tempefl were fo 
yehement, that, in one day, they were driven more 
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than a hundred leagues from the place where Aty 
had fought. 

The lord Robert gained land at a fmall port 
near-the city of Vannes ; and they were all rejoiced 
when they fet foot on fliore. 



CHAP. XCI. 

THE LORD ROBERT d'aRTOIS TAKES THE CITY 

OF VANNES. 

nrHUS by this ^empeft was the engagement at fea 
interrupted, between the lord Robert and lord 
^ewis, and their fleets. It -is difficult to fay to 
whom the honour belongs ; for they feparated un- 
willingly, on account of the badnefs of the weather* 

The Engiiih, having landed near Vannes, difem- 
barked, on the fand, their horfes, provifions and 
arms. They then ordered their fleet to make for 
Hennebon, and determined to lay fiege to Vannes. 

The lords Herv^ de L^on and Olivier de Cliflbii 
were in it, as governors for the lord Charles of 
Blois : the lords of Toumemine and Loheac were 
there alfo. When they perceived that the Englifli 
were coming to befiege them, they looked well to 
the cafUe, their watch towers and gates; and at 
every gate they ported a knight, with ten men at 
arms, and twenty archers among the crofs-bows. 

^To return to the lord Lewis and his fleet, who 
were, all that night and the morrow until noon^ 
violently driven about by the temped, and in very 
great danger : they loft two of their fliips^ with all 

that 
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that were on board. The third day early^ the 
ftormy weather abated, when the knights afked the 
fiHori whidi was the neareft land ; who anfwered, 
the kingdom of Navarre : and the matters of the 
veffels faid, the tempeft had driven them more than 
one hundred and twenty leagues from the coafts of 
Brittany. They caft anchor, and waited for the 
return of the tide. When flood came, they had a 
tolerably fair wind to carry them towards la Ro- 
chelle. They coafted by Bayonne, but did not 
touch there: and falling in with four veflels be- 
IcMiging to Bayonne, which were coming from 
Flanders, they attacked and took them, and put 
all whom they found on board to death. They 
made for la Rochelle, and, in a few days, came to 
Guerrande, where they landed ; and, having heard 
that the lord Robert d'Artois was laying liege to 
Vannes, they fent to lord Charles, who was at 
Rennes, to know how he would have them ad. 

The lord Robert, as you have heard, was before 
Vannes, with a thoufand men at arms and three 
thoufand archers. He overran, burnt and de* 
ftroyed all the country round about, as far as 
Dinant and Goi la Foret, fo that no one dared 
remain in the flat country. During this fiege of 
Vannes, there were many Ikirmiflies and attacks at 
Ae barriers of the town, the inhabitants of which 
werp eagcjr to defend themfelves. The countefs 
remained all the time with lord Robert at the 
liege. 

Sir Walter Manny, \i{ho had continued in Henne- 
bon the whole time that the countefs was in England,, 

gave 
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gave up the charge of it to the lord of Cadoudal ; 
and taking with him fir Yves de Trefiquidi, a hun- 
dred men at arms, and two hundred archers, came 
to the army before Valines. Soon after his arrival, 
the town was aflaulted in three places at once ; and 
the Englifli archers fhot fo thickly, that fcarcely* 
any one dared to (hew themfelves at the battle- 
ments. This combat lafted a whole day, and many 
were killed and wounded on both fides. Towards 
evening, the Englifh retired to their quarters, and 
the inhabitants to their houfes, quite tired, when 
they difarmed themfelves : but the army did not fo; 
they only took off their helmets, and drank once 
to refrelh themfelves. Prefently after, by the ad- 
vice of lord Robert, the army was drawn out again 
in three divifions : two of them were led to that 
part of the town where they intended to make the 
ftrongeft affault, and the third was ordered to re- 
main quiet, until the engagement fhould have lafted 
fome time, which would probably bring all the in- 
habitants to that quarter to defend themfelves: 
they were then to advance to the weakeft part of 
the place, and, being provided with rope ladders 
and iron hooks, they were to attempt to fcale the 
walls and conquer the town. This was executed. 
The lord Robert marched with the van divifion, 
and fldrmiflied clofe up to the barriers : the earl of 
Salift)ury did the fame at another gate : and be- 
caufe it was very late, to alarm the inhabitants 
more, they made great fires, fo that the flames 
lighted the whole town ; which made many think 
their houfes were on fire. They cried out, * Trea- 
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fon! treafon! arm yourfelves;* for many were 
already gone to reft, as they had worked hai'd in 
the day time. 

^ They «got up as quicyy as tliey could, and ran, 
without any order, and without fpeaking to their 
captains, to the part where the fires were. Tho 
lords alfo, who were in th^ir hotels, armed them* 
felves. In the midft of this buftle, the earl of Ox-, 
ford and fu: Walter Manny advanced, with the 
third divifion, to a part where there was no guard j 
and, having fixed their ladders, mounted them, 
with their targets on their heads, and entered the 
town very quietly, without the French or Bretons 
who were within it having the leaft fufpicion until 
they faw their enemies in th^ ftreets. They theft 
ajl took to flight, each to fave himfelf ; their cap- 
tains, not having time to get into the caftle, mounted 
their horfes, and, pafling through a poftem, gained 
the fields, to fave their lives : happy were thofe 
who could by this means efcape. However, the 
four knights mentioned at the beginning qf this 
chapter, faved themfelves, and a part of their peo- 
ple ; but all who were encountered .by the Englifh 
were flain or made prifoners. The tpwn of Vannes 
was overrun and facked : all forts of people en-: 
tered into it ; and the countefs of Montfort mad^ 
her entry there with lord Robert d'Artoig, to hey 
great joy. 



CHAP. 



29 



CHAP. XCII. 

THE DEATH OF TH£ LORD ROBERT D*ARTOIS. 

'T'HUS, a8 I have related, was the town of 
Vannes taken. Five days after that event, the 
countefs of Montfort, fir Walter Manny, fir Yves 
de Trefiquidi, and many other Englifh and Br^on 
knights returned to Hennebon. 

At the fame time, the earl of Salifbury, the earl 
of Suffolk, the earl of Pembroke, with three thou- 
fand men at arms and three thoufand archers, took 
leave of the lord Robert, left Vannes, and went 
towards Rennes, which the lord Charles and his lady 
had quitted four days before, and were gone to 
Nantes ; but they had left in that city great numbers 
of knights and fquires. 

The lord Lewis of Spain remained at fea with his 
Genoefe and Spaniards, and fo carefully guarded the 
coafts of England, that no one could come from 
thence, or go into Brittany, without much danger ; 
and this year he did great damage to the Englilb. 

The country was much agitated by the capture of 
the dty of Vannes ; for they imagined that the cap- 
tains who were within it ought to have defended it 
againft all the world, as it was fufficiently ftrong, 
very well provided with men at arms, artillery, and 
all other forts of provifion. The lord of Cliffon and 
fir Herve de Leon were quite afhamed of their mif- 
hap ; and, their enemies fpeaking villanouily of 
what they had done, they fent to a great number 
of knights and fquires of Brittany, and entreated 

they 
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they would meet them at im appointed rendezvous^ 
by a certain day, with as many followers as they 
could bring. They all cheerfully promifed, and 
exerted themfelves fo much, as did many of the 
people in Brittany, that, by the appointed time, 
there came before the town of Vannes twelve thoti- 
fend n>en armed, including freemen and feoffs. 
Thither came, with a numerous body, the lord 
Robert de Beaumanoir, marfhal of Brittany j and 
having befieged the city on every fide, they began 
to aflauk it very fharply. When the lord Robert 
found hinrfelf thus befieged in Vannes, he was not 
negligent to defend it valiantly againft the Bretons, 
who repeated their attacks with great courage and 
eagemefs, left thofe who had gone for Rennes fhould 
return and difappoint their enterprife. 

They gave one affault fo well fupported by the 
knights, fquires, and even by the commonalty of 
the country, that they overpowered the barriers of 
the town, then the gates, and entered the town by 
ftorm^ putting the Englifti to flight, killing and 
wounding many. Among the laft was the lord 
Robert, who was very badly wounded, infomuch 
that it was with difficulty he efcaped being taken : 
he fled through a poftern gate, and lord Staflford 
with him. 

At this capture of Vannes, the lord D^fpencer, 
fon of the lord Hugh Spencer, mentioned at the 
beginning of this hiftory, was taken prifoner by fir 
Herve de Leon ; but he was fo badly wounded that 
he died the third day afterwards. Thus did the 
French regain the town of Vannes^ 

Lord 
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Lord Robert d'Artois continued fome little time 
in Hennebon ; but at laft he wgis recommended to 
return to England, where he would fiiid more fkil- 
ful furgeons and phyficians. On his voyage, he 
was fo much affeded, and oppreffed by fea-ficknefs 
that his wounds grew worfe : he furvived but a 
fliort time after he had been carried to London. 
He was courteovis, courageous and gallant, and of 
the firft blood in the world. 

He was buried at London in the church of $t. 
Paul ; and the king of England made his obfequi^ 
as Iblemn as if they had been for his coufin-german 
the earl of Derby. The lord Robert was much la- 
mented in England ; and when the king was infor- 
med of his death, he Iwore he would never reft un- 
til he had revenged it : he would go himfelf into 
Brittany, and reduce the country to fuch a fituation 
that it fhould not recover itfelf for forty years. 

He iflfued out his fummons for all manner of 
perfons to get themfelves in readinefs to follow him 
at the end of the month ; and he colleded a nume- 
rous fleet, well provided with every thing that was 
neceflary. At the end of the month, he put to fea, 
and anchored near Vannes, at the fame place where 
lord Robert had landed with his army. It took them 
three days to difembark their horfes, provifions, 
&c. : on the fourth, they advanced toward Vannes 
The carls of SaMbury and Pembroke with the Eng- 
fifli before named, were all this time carrying on the 
fiege of Rennes. 
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CHAP. xcni. 

tHE. KING OF ENGLAND CONTINUES THE WAR IN 

PERSON IN BRITTANY. 

TTHE Englifli king was fo aftiVe froiri the time of 
his landing in Brittany, that he advanced with 
his whole army before Vannes, and laid fiege to it. 
At that time there were in Vannes, Olivier de Clif* 
fon, fir Herv€ de Leon, the lord of Toumemine, fir 
Geoffry de Maleftroit, fir Guy de Loheac, whd 
having imagined, for fome time, that the king of 
England would come to Brittany, had amply pro- 
vided the town and caftle with men, and every kind 
of ftores and provifions. 

Wheii the king haid quartered his meft,.he or- 
dered an aifault, and his archers to make good ufe 
of their bows. This lafted half a day ; but he woti 
nothing, though they laboured hard, fo well was 
the town defended. 

As foon as the countefs of Mohtfort knew of the 
arrival of the king of England, (he fet Out froiil 
Hennebon, accompanied by fir Walter Manny and 
other knights and fquires, and came towards Vannes 
to compliment the king, and entertain him and all 
the barons of his army. After a ftay of four days^ 
Ihe and her fuite returned to Hennebon. 

We muft now fpeak of the lord Charles of Blois^ 
who remained in the city of Nantes. When he 
was informed that the king of England was come 
into Brittany, he fignified it to the king of France, 
his uncle, in order to obtain affiflance. 

The 
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The king of England perceiving that Vannes xeas 
ftrong, and well provided with every neceffary, and 
hearing from his people that the country round 
about was poor, and fo deftroyed that they had 
difficulty in getting forage for themfelves and hor- 
fes, as they were very numerous, - ordered the earl 
rf Arundel, the baron of Stafford, fir Walter 
Manny^ fir Yves de Trefiquidi, fir Girard de 
Rochefort, with five hundred men at arms and fix 
thoufand archers, to remain there. 

He himfelf, with the reft of the army, advanced 
^ towards Rennes, burning and ruining the country 
on all fides, and was moft- joyfully received by his 
irciy, who lay before it, and had been there for a 
tonfiderable time. When he had tarried five days, 
he learnt that the lord Charles was at Nantes, col- 
leSing a large force of men at arms. He fet out, 
therefore, leaving thofe whom he had found at 
Rennesj and came before Nantes, which he be- 
fieged as clofely as he could ; but he was unable 
to furround it, fuch was its fize and extent. The 
niarflials therefore, and their people, overran the 
country, and deftroyed it. 

The king of England drew out, one day, his 
^nny in battle array on a hill near Nantes, in ex^ 
i>edation that the lord Charles would come forth, 
^^ offer him an opportunity of fighting with him : 
hut, having waited from morning till noon in vain, 
they returned to their quarters t the light horfe how- 
ever, in their retreat,, galloped up to the barriers, 
^d fet fire to the fuburbs.*" 
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The king of England, in this manner, remsdned 
before Nantes : the lord Charles, who was within 
it, fent frequent information to the king of France 
of the flate of his affairs, who had already ordered 
his fon, the duke of Normandy, to his affiftance, and 
which duke was then come to Angers, where he 
had fixed the rendezvous for his forces that came to 
him from all quarters. 

During this fiege, the king of England made fre- 
quent fkirmiflies, but without fuccefs, always lofing 
•fome of his men. When, therefore, he found he 
could gain nothing by his affaults, and that the lord 
Charles would not come out into the plains to fight 
with him, he eftablifhed there the earl of Oxford, 
fir Henry Beaumont, the lord Percy, the lord Rocs, 
the lord Mowbray, the lord Delawar, fir Reginald 
Cobham, fir John Lifle, with fix hundred men armed 
and two hundred archers. 

He himfelf advanced into the country of BxiUzaj, 
wafting it wherever he went, until he came to the 
town of Dinant, of which fir Peter Porteboeuf was 
governor. He immediately laid fiege to it all round 
and ordered it to be vigoroufly aflaulted : thofe 
within *made a valiant refiftance. Thus did the 
king of England in one feafon, and in one day, 
make an aflault by himfelf, or thofe ordered by 
him, upon three cities in Brittany and a good 
town. 
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CHAP. XCIV. 

THJB LORD OF CLIS60N AND SIR HERVt D£ LEON 
ARE TAKEN PRISONERS BY THE ENGLISH. 

T^URINC the time that the king of England was 
thus overrunning the country of Brittany, his 
army that was befieging Vannes made every day 
iome Iharp afTauIts upon one of the gates : all the 
xnoft expert warriors of each fide were attracted to 
that place, and many gallant deeds of arms were 
{)erformed; for thofe of Vannes had opened the 
gate, and pofted themfelves at the barriers, becaufe 
they had noticed the banners of the earl of Arundel, 
the eai*l of Warwick, the baron of Stafford, and 
fir Walter Manny, who appeared to them to ad- 
Venture themfelves too rafhly. Upon which the 
lord of Cliflbn, fir Herve de L€on, and fome othey 
knights, took more courage. The engagement was 
well fuf^orted on both fides, and lafted a confi- 
derable rime ; but finally the Englifh were repulfed, 
and driven back from the barriers. 

The Breton knights, opening the barriers, pufhed 

forward, fword in hand, leaving behind them fix 

knights, with a fufGcient force, to guard the town, 

and purfued the Englifh, who fought well as they 

retreated. The conflid: became flrbnger ; for the 

Englifh increafed and were flrengthened, which 

fiwrced the Bretons to retire, but tiot fo regularly 

as they had advanced. The flruggle now was very 

hard : the Breton knights had much difficulty to 

return, and many were killed and wounded. 

D a When 
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When thofe at the barriers faw their people te* 
treating and driven back, they clofed them, but fo 
untimely that the lord of Cliffon was (hut out, and 
alfo fir Herve de Leon, who were both taken pri- 
foners. On the other hand, on the part of the 
Englifh, who had advanced too eagerly, was the 
baron of Stafford^ who was ir clofed between the 
barriers and the gate, where the combat raged very 
jRiercely* The lord Stafford was taken, and many 
of his people were made prifoners, or flam. Sa 
the Englifli retreated to their quarters, and the 
Bretons into the city of Vannes. 



CHAP. XCV. 



TttB KING 01? ENGLAND TAKES THE TOWN OF' 
DINANT. — THE LORD LEWIS OF SPAIN MAKE* 
SOME CRUISES AT SEA^ 

J N the manner above related were thefe knights^ 
taken prifoners* After that engagement, thefe 
were not any others of confequence ; for each fidfe 
was upon its guard. The king of England had laid 
fiege to Dinant, who when he had been four days be- 
fore it, collefled a great number of boats, in which 
he placed his archers, and had them rowed up to the 
palifades of wood with which the town was iiiclofed- 
They fhot fo well that no one dared fcarcely to 
jfhew himfelf at the windows, or any where elfe, 
to* defend it. With the archers, there were others 
who with fharp axes, whilft the archers made ufe 
cf their bows, cut the palifades, and in a Ihort time 

did 
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^d fo much damage that they flung down a large 

j^axf of them, and entered the town by force. 

, The town's people then fled towards the market 

place ; but there was little regularity or order among 

themy for thofe who had pafled the ditch in boiat§, 

^ski had entered the town, advanced to the gat^, 

and opened it, fo that every one might pafs. Thus 

was the town of Dinant in Brittany taken, facked 

and pillaged, and the governor, fir Peter Porte- 

boeuf, made prifoner. The Englifli took whatever 

they pleafed, and made a rich booty, for the town 

at that time was very wealthy and full of mer- 

chandife. 

When the king of England had- achieved this 
deed,, and had conquered the town, he left it 
empty, not having any intention of keeping it, and 
advanced towards Vannes, where he took up his 
quarters. 

We muft now fpeak of the lord Lewis of Spain, 
the lord Charles Grimaldi and lord Otho JDoria, 
who at this time had under their command eight 
galleys, thirteen barges, and thirty-nine veflels, 
manned by Genoefe and Spaniards. They kept 
cruifing between England and Brittany, and at 
times did great mifchief to the Englifli who were 
coming to recruit their countrymen with troops 
^d prpvifions. 

Once, among other times, they attacked the fleet 
of the king of England, that lay at anchor in a fmall 
port of Brittany near Vannes, which not being fufB- 
<?iently guarded, they flew a great part of the ma- 
lipers^ and would have done much more damage, 
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if the Engliih who were before Vannes had not 
haftened tp their affiftance. When this news waa 
brought to the army, every one was in motion ; 
but, notw^thftanding the fpeed they made, they 
could not prevent the lord Lewis and his party 
from carrying off four veffels laden with proviiions, 
and finking three others, the crews of which were 
all drowned. The king was then advifed to fend 
one part of his fleet to the harbour of Breft, and 
the other to that of Hennebon, which he complied 
with, and continued to befiege both Vannes and 
Rennes. 



CHAP. XCVI. 

THE DUKE OF NORMANDY BRINGS WITH HI»f 
SOME LORDS OF FRANCE, TO OPPOSE THE KINQ 
OF ENGLAND -IN BRITTANY. 

TITE will now return to the army which the duke 
of Normandy was marching into Brittany, to 
aflift his coufin the lord Charles of Blois. 

The duke, after having collected his forces, was 
informed how the king of England was laying wade 
all the country of Brittany ; that he was befieging 
three cities, and had taken the town of Dinant : 
he fet out therefore, with a very great force, from 
the city of Angers, having more than four thoufand 
men at arms, and thirty thoufand others. All the 
baggage took the high road for Nantes, under the 
command of the two marfhals of France, the lord 
of Montmorency, and the lord de St. Venant. 
^ter them came the duke of Normandy, the eari 
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d'Alenfon his uncle, the earl of BIois his coufin, 
the duke de Bourbon, the earl de Ponthieu, the 
earl of Boulogne, the earl of Vendome, the earl of 
Danunartm, the lord of Craon, the lord of Coucy, 
the lord of Sully, the lord of Frefnes, the lord of 
Roye, and fo many barons and knights from Nor- 
mandy, Auvergne, Limoufin, Berry, Maine and 
Poitou, that it would take too much time to name 
them all ; and they were every day increafing, for 
the king of France had reiterated his fummons. 

The Englifh lords before Nantes received intelli- 
gence, that the duke of Normandy was on his 
march with forty thoufand men : this news they 
fent oflF in great hafte to king Edward ; the receiv- 
ing of which made him very thoughtful ; and he 
had at one time the idea of breaking up the fiege 
of Vannes, as well as that of Rennes, and to retire 
toward Nantes. He was, however, advifed to con- 
tinue where he was, as his pofition was ftrong, and 
near to his fleet, and to wait for his enemies. He 
was alfo advifed to fend for the divifion of his army 
that was before Nantes, and continue the fiege of 
Rennes ; as that place was not fo far diftant but 
that his army could come to his affiftance, if there 
(hould be any neceflity for it. The king followed 
this counfel, and fent for thofe that were before 
Nantes, who came to the fiege of Vannes. 

The Duke of Normandy and his army arrived 
at Nantes, where the lord Charles and a number 
of knights were. The lords were lodged in the 
town, and the army round about ; for there was 
aot room for them in the city or fuburbs* 

^ D4 CHAP. 



40 



CHAP, xcvir. 

THB KING OF ENGLAND AND THE DUKE OF NOR- 
MANDY ENCAMP THEIR ARMIES OPPOSITE TO 
EACH OTHER, NEAR TO VANNES. 

TOURING the time the duke of Nonnandy re* 
mained in Nantes, the lords df England who 
were before Rennes made a vigorous affault upon 
that city : they had, for a long time before, pre-, 
pared machines for this attack. Though it lafted 
a whole day, they gained no advantage, but loft 
many of their men. 

The baron d' Ancenis, the lord du Pont, fir John 
de Maleftroit, Yvain Charruel, and Bertrand du 
Guefclin, then a fquire, were in the town, and, s^ 
well as the bifhop, defended themfelves fo valiantly, 
that they fuffered no lofs. Notwithftanding this, the 
Englifh remained before the place, and wafted and 
4eftroyed the country round about. 

The duke of Normandy left Nantes with his 
army, and was advifed to advance towards Vannes, 
that he might the fooner meet the enemy ; for he 
had heard that that town was much ftraitened, and 
in greater danger of being loft that Rennes. He 
and his whole army, therefore, took their route to 
Vannes, under the command of the two marflials 
and Sir GeofFry de Charny : the earl of Guines, 
foh to the conftable of France, had the rearward. 
They continued their march until they came pretty 
near to Vannes, on the oppofite fide to where the 
king of England was quartered : they then halted, 

encamped 
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lencamped in a fine meadow, and made a large 
ditch in their front* 

The marfhals, and fir Robert de Beaumanoiry 
marfhal of Brittany, made frequent excurfions: 
there were fkirmifhes on both fides, which occa« 
fioned the overthrow and death of many. 

The king of England fent for the earl of Sa« 
lifbury, the earl of Pembroke, and the refl who 
were befieging Rennes. The Englifh, and the 
Bretons of the Mc^itfort party, might amount to 
nearly two thoufand five hundred men at arms, fix 
thoufand archers, and three thoufand men on foot. 
The French were four times that number, well 
conditioned and well armed. 

The king of England had taken fuch a pofition 
before Vannes, that the French could not attadc; 
him, but to their difadvantage ; and fince the ar? 
rival of the duke of Normandy, he had not made 
any aflault upon the town, wifhing to fpare his 
.^ men and his artillery. 

Thus thefe two armies lay near each other for 
a long time. When the winter fet in, pope Cle- 
ment VI. fent thither the cardinal of Prenefte and 
the cardinal of Clermont, who made frequent vifiti 
from one army to the other, to endeavour to re- 
concile them J but they would not confent to sv 
peace *, 

There 



• The firft of thcfe prelates was Peter des Pres, born in 
Qucrcy, chancellor of the church of Rome, and biihop of 
Frefcati : the other was Annibal de Cecano, bifhop of Pa- 
}c(liDe. The conferences were held in the priory of the Mag- 
dalen, 
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There were frequent engagements between the 
foragers, and many killed on each fide. The Eng- 
lifh were obliged to go out foraging in large parties, 
for fear of falling into ambufcades ; and every time 
they went abroad they were in great danger of 
them. Add to this, that the lord Lewis of Spain, 
and his fleet, guarded fo carefully the coafl, that 
the Englifh army could fcarcely receive any thing 
from England, which made them fuffer much. 

It was the intention of the diike to keep the king 
thus in a manner befieged ; but the French endured 
much pain from the inclemency of the weather, for 
it rained night and day, which deftroyed the greater 
part of their horfes, and forced them tp diflodge 
and lie in the open fields, from the great quantity 
of water which inundated their camp. 

The cardinals now exerted themfelves fo efFeftu- 
ally, that a truce for three years was agreed to j 
and the king of England and the duke fwore, as is 
cuftomary, not to infringe it during that time, 



flalen, in the town of Maleflroit. The commiflioner^ on the 
part of France were, Eudes duke of Burgundy, and Peter 
duke of Bourbon : on the part of England, Henry carl of 
Lancafter, William Bohqn and William Montacute.— ^i^. tk 
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CHAP. XCVIII. 

THE KINO OF FRANCE ORDERS THE LORD OF 
CLISSON, AND MANY OTHER l-ORDS OF BRIT- 
TANY AND NORMANDY, TO BE BEHEADED. 

TTHUS thefe great armies were feparated, and the 
fiege of Vannes raifed. The duke of Nor- 
mandy retired to Nantes, and took the two cardinals 
with him : the king of England went to the coun* 
tefs of Montfort at Hennebon, There was an ex- 
change made of the lord of Cliffon for the baron 
of Stafford, 

When the king of England had been fome time 
at Hennebon with the countefs, and had arranged 
his affairs, he gave her in charge to the two bro- 
thers de Spinefort, fir William de Cadoudal and 
others, and fet out with his knights for England, 
where he arrived about Chriftmas *. 

The duke of Normandy returned into France, 
and, having difbanded his army, each went to his 
own home; 

Soon afterwards, the lord of Cliffon was arrefted, 
upon fufpicion of treafon, and confined in the prifoa 
of the Chatelet in Paris : at which all who heard 
it were much furprifed, The barons and knights of 
France aflted each other what could be the reafon, 
for they could not make out any thing fatisfadory ; 
but they imagined it might be occafioned by jealoufy, 

mm.* •• .* . . .1.11 ■ - ■ ., 

* Edward embarked about the end of February, and landed 
gt Weymouth on aSunday, 2d March 1343. — Rymer. 

becaufe 
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becaufe the king of England had preferred to ex-, 
change him for lord Stafford to fir Herve de Leon, 
who was ftill a prifoner: fo that the favour the 
king of England had fhewn to the lord of Cliffon, 
in preference to fir Herve, his enemies thought had 
been improperly gained, and grounded upon that 
the fufpicion for which he loft his head at Paris, 
and which occafioned great grief, for no one could 
find a fuffiicient reafon for it *. 

Shortly afterwards, many other knights were 
accufed of fimilar crimes. The lord of Maleftroit 
and his fon, the lord of Avaugour, fir Tibaut de 
Morillon, and other lords of Brittany, to the ivum- 
ber of tefl. knights and fauires, were beheaded at 
paris. 

ijf our other knights of Normandy, fir William 
ja^oii, fir' Henry de Maleftroit, the lord of Roche? 
teflon, and fir Richard de Perfy, were put to death 
upon reports, whether well founded or not I am 
ignorant, which caufed afterwards greit trouble^ 
in Brittany and Normandy. 

* The lord Stafford was exchanged for Olivier de Cliffoq 
jand Godfrey de Harcourt. They entered into a treaty >Yith 
Edward, and the earl of Salifbury was the perfon to whom it 
was intrufted. On the earl's return to England, on hearing 
irom his countefs Edward's qonduft to her dunng his abfence, 
he retired from the court fecretly, and went to France, when 
he delivered up to Phih'p de Valois the cng^tgements of Olivier 
de ClifTon and the other knights. Olivier was beheaded, an^ 
his body hung on the gibbet at Monfaucon. Godfrey dp 
Harcourt, being banifhcd the kingdom, retired to JJngland. — : 
IJyi, de Bretagne^ vol. i. p. 268. 

The 
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The htd of Cliflbn left behind him k fori, htmed 
Olivier de Cliflbn after his father, who withdrew 
himfelf immediately to the caftle of Montfort, with 
the coimtefs and her fon, who was nearly of the 
fame age with himfelf, and without a father ; foi* 
in truth the earl of Montfort had died in the Louvre 
at Paris*. 



CHAP. XCIX. 



KIKG EDWAkD INSTITUTES THE ORDER OF ST# 

GEORGE, AT WINDSOR. 



A BOUT this time, the king of England refolded 
to rebuild and embellifli the great caftle cX 
"Windfor, which king Arthur had firft founded in 
time pafr, and where he had erected and eilabliflxed 
that noble round table from whence fo many, gallant 
knights hdd iflued fbrth, and difplayed the valiant 
prowefs of their deeds at arms over the world. 

King Edward, therefore, determined to eftablifh 
an order of knighthood, confifting of himfelf, his 
children, and the mofl: gallant knights m Chriften-' 
dom, to the number of forty. 

He ordered it to be denominated * knights o^ 
the blue garter^ and that the feaft IhoUld be cele* 
brated every year, at Windfor^ upon St. George's 
day. He fummoned, therefore, all the earls, ba- 
rons and knights of his rtialm, t6 inform them of 
his intentions : they heard it with great pleafure ; 

* See « former note, p. i88. re^e^ogihistlealh. 

for 
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for It appeared to them highly honourable, and 
capable of increafing love and friendfliip. Forty 
knights were then eledted, according to report and 
eftimation, the braveft in Chriftendom, who fealed, 
and fwore to maintain and keep the feafl: and the 
ftatutes which had been made. 

The king founded a chapel at Windfor, in honor 
of St. George^ and eftablilhed canons, there to 
ferve God, with a handfomel endowment. He then 
iffued his proclamation for this feaft, by his heralds, 
whom he fent to France, Scotland, Burgundy, 
Hainault, Flanders, Brabant, and the empire of 
Germany, and offered id all knights and fquires, 
that might come to this ceremony, paffports to laft 
for fifteen days after it was over *• 

The 

1 . ii»l>a«.i—WM fc » ■ ! Ill I I III I ■ - BPiii n I -■ > • • ^ 

* The niimbef's of knights of the garter were only twenty*. 
fix I underneath af e the names of the firft knights : 
I. King Edward. 
a. Edward prince of Wales. 
3. Henry earl of Lancafter. 
- 4. Thomas earl of Warwicfc- 
5» Piers de Oreillyi captal of Buch- >i 

6. Ralph lord Stafford. 

7. Williani earl of Saliftury, '^ 
8* Roger earl of March* 

9. John lord Lifle. 
lOi Bartholomew lord Bilrgherft* 

1 1. John lord Beauchamp, 

12. John lord Mohun of Dunftei'* 

13. Hugh lord Courtenay. 

14. Thomas lord Holland. 

15. John lord Grey of Codnore. 

' 1 (J. Sir Richard Fitzfimon. *r - 

17. Sir 



47 

The celebration of this order was fixed for St- 
George's day next enfuing, to be held at Windfor, 
1344; and the queen was to be prefent, accom* 
panied by three hundred ladies and damfels, all of 
high birth, and richly dreffed in fimilar robes *. 



CHAP. C. 



THE KING OF ENGLAND SETS AT LIBERTY SIR 

HERVE DE L^ON. 

'Il/'HILST the king of England was employed in 
making preparations for the reception of the 
lords and ladies whom he expected at this feaft, 
news was brought him of the death of the lord of 
Cliifon and the other knights. He was fo much en- 
raged at it, that he had determined to retaliate upon 
the body of fir Herv^ de Leon, who was his prifoner^ 

17. Sir Miles Stapleton. 

18. Sir Thomas Wale. 

19. Sir Hugh Wrottcfley. 

20. Sir Nele Loring. 
2r. Sir John Chandos* 

22. Lord James Audley. 

23. Sir Otho Holland. 

24. Sir Henry £am of Brabant. 

25. Sir Sanchio d'AmbreticourC. 

26. Sir Walter Paveley. 

^ The firft mention of robes for the queen» Sec. Is An. 7« 
RfC. 2. ; but it is fuppofed the cuftom originated at the ia« 
ftimtioo«<«»AsHMOLS* 

For fanber particulars refpedting the order of the garter, 
fee Aflu&ole aftd Anftis. 

9 and 
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khd would furely have executed it^ if the earl df 
berby, his coufm, had not remonftrated, and 
Ihewed in council fuch good reafons, as, for the 
fajte of his own perfonal honour, induced him to 
refrain from this revenge. He added, * My lord^ 
if that king Philip has, through raflinefs, had the 
villany to put to death fuch valiant knights as thefe - 
wercj do not fufFer your courage to be tainted by 
it J for in truth, if you will but confider a little^ 
your prifoner has nothing to do with this outrage : 
have the goddnefs, therefore, to give him his liberty^ 
at a reafonable ranfom/ 

The king ordered the captive knight to be 
brought before him, and faid, ^ Ha, fir Herve, fir 
Herve, my adverfary, Philip de Valois, has fliewn 
Iris treachery in too cruel a manner, when he put 
to death fo many knights. It has given me much 
difpleafure ; and it appears as it were done in de- 
light of us. If I were to take his condudk for my 
example, I ought to do the like to you ; for you 
have done me more harm in Brittany than any 
other ; but I fhall endure it, and let him aft accord- 
ing to his own will. I will preferve my own honour* 
unfpotted, and fhall allow you your liberty at ai 
trifling ranfom, out of my love for the fiarl of 
Derby, who has requefted it; but upon cojadi- 
tion, that you perform what I am going to Htk Of 
you.' 

^The knigjht replied, ' Dear fir, I will do, to the 
beft of my power, whatever you fhall .cofl^mancL' 
The king faid, ^ Lknow, fir Herve, tharyou .are 
one of the richeft knights in BAfenyj^-ahd^'if-I 

» were 
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V^ere to prefs you, you would pay me thirty or 
forty thoufand crowns for your ranfom. But you 
Vill go to king Philip de Valois, my adverfary, and 
tell him from me, that, by putting fo many knights 
to death in fo diflionourable a manner, he has fore 
difpleafed me : and I fay and maintain, that he 
ha?, by this means, broken and infringed the truce 
which we had agreed to ; and that, from this mo- 
ment,.! confider it as broken, and fend him, by 
youj my defiance. In confideration of your carry- 
ing this meflage, I will let you off for ten thoufand 
crowns, which you will pay, or fend to Bruges, in 
five days after you (hall haye croffed the fea. You 
will alfo inform all fuch knights and fquires as wiih 
to attend my feaft, for we fhall be right glad to fee 
them, nobto defift on this account, for they fhall 
have paffports for their fafe return, to laft for fifteen 
days after it be over/ 

^' Sir,' anfwered the knight, * I will perform 
your meflage to the beft of my abilities ; and God 
reward you, and my lord of Derby, for your kind- 
»e(s to me/ 

Sir Herve de Leon did not after this remaio 
long in prifon," but, having taken leave of the king, 
^ent to Southampton, and embarked on board a 
^effel, with the intention of landing at Harfleur. 
A violenf ftorm however, which lafted fifteen days, 
prevented it. He loft hi$ horfes, as well as thofe 
^ his fervants, which were thrown overboard ; and 
he himfelf was fo ill by it, that he never after eni- 
joyed good health. At laft the mariners, with 

you Ih E much 
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much daftg^r, landed at Ci'otoy • ; from whence 
fir Herve and his fuite went on fool: to Abbeville, 
where they procured horfes ; but fir Herve was for 
ill, he could not bear the motion of the horfe : he 
was therefore put in a litter, and came to Paris, to 
king Philip, to whom he delivered his mefTagey 
trord for word ; but he did not live long. He died 
in returning to his own country, in the city of 
Angers. God have mercy on his foul ! 



CHAP. CI. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND SENDS THE EARL O* 
DERBY TO MAKE WAR IN GASCON Y. 

CT. George's day drew near, when the grand feaft 
was to be celebrated at the caftle of Windfor. 
The king had made great preparations for it ; and 
there were earls, barons, ladies and damfels moft 
nobly entertained. The feftivities and tilts lafted a 
fortnight. Many ktiights came to them from be- 
yond fea, from Flanders, Hainault and Brabant, 
but not one from France. 

During the holding of thefe feafts, the king re- 
ceived intelligence from different countries, parti- 
cularly from Gafcony. The lord de I'Efparre, the 
lord de Chaumont, the lord de Mucident, were 
fent thence by the other barons and knights wha 

♦ Crotoy, a town in Plcardy, fituated at the mcuth of 
the Soinmc> oppofitc to St. Valery. 

at 



51 

af that time were dependent on the king of Eng* 
land; fuch as the lord d'Albret, the lord de Pii- 
•mier$, the lord de Montferrant, the lord of Duras, 
the lord of Craton, the lord of Grailley, and many 
ethers; and fome were like wife fent by the cities of 
Bovtrdeaux and Bayonne. Thefe ambaffadors were 
inofl courteoufly entertained and received by the 
king ^d his council ; to whom they explained the 
weaknefs of the country of Gafcony, and that his 
good friends in that country and the loyal city of 
Bourdeaux wanted aid : they tJierefore intreated, 
thlt he would fend thither fuch a captain and force 
of men at arms, as he might think able to make 
bead againft the French, who kept the field in op- 
pofition to all that were fent to meet them. 

The king foon afterward appointed his coufin the 
carl of Derby leader of this expedition j and nomi* 
inalad thofe knights that he had fixed upon to be 
uader him : firii, the earl of Pembroke, the earl 
of Oxford, the lord Stafford, fir Walter Manny, 
fir Frank van Halle, fir Henry Earn of Brabsmt, 
fir Richard Fitzfimon, fir Hugh Haftings, fir Ste- 
phen Tombey, fir Richard Hay don, fir John Nor- 
wich, fir Richard Ra4cliffe, fir Robert Oxendon^ 
^id feveral more. They were fully three hundre4 
knights and fquires, fix hundred men at arms, and 
two thoufand archers. The king advifed the earl 
his coufin to take plenty of gold and filver with 
him, and to beftow it liberally among the knight$ 
fmd fqotres, in order to acquire their good opinion 

and affedion. 
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The king alfo, during the time of thde feftival^ 
feut fir Themas Dagwdrth into Btittany, to re* 
inforce the countels of Montfort, and aflift her 
in prefierving that country) for^ notwithftanding 
the truce^ he doubted not but that king Philip 
would begin the war, on account of the mefiage 
lie had feat to him by fir Herv^ de L^n. He 
therefore difpatched thither one hundred men at 
armS) and two hundred archers, under the com- 
mand of fir Thomas. 

He likewife ordered the earl of Salifi>ury into the 
county of D'ulneftre ; for the Scots had rebelled 
againfl; him, had burnt much in Cornwall, and had 
advanced as fair as Brifiol, and befieged the town 
of D'ulneftre *. However, the earl of Sali{bury 
marched thither, with three hundred men at arms, 
and fix hundred archers^ well appointed. Thus the 
king fent forth his people, and diredled his trea« 
furers to deliver out to the commanding officers a 
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* This paiTige has puzzled me much. Mr. Baraes» in 
his Life of Edward III., fays, it was the y§ung earl of 
Salisbury. One of my MSS. calls him the lord William 
carl of Salifbury, which was the name of the earl's fon. 
But Dugdale contents himfelf with faying, that in the i8th 
of Edward III., * the earl of Salifbury' (fpeaking of the firft 
carl) * was fent into the north, with the earl of Ulfter, one 
hundred men at arms, and fix hundred archersf agatad the 
Scots^ then in hodility.' 

If the Scots had advanced to Briftol, then it may perhapt 
be Dunder caflile. 

Frol/Tart feems to have been under a miftake, from mifiik 
formatioDi as I cannot find any traces of this invafion* 

fufficiency 
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inf^amcj of moiiey for their own expeales,' and 
fa pay their felTow-foIdiers ; and each fet out^ ac- 
eordkig to the orders he had receired* 
' We vdR fpeak &rft of the earl of Derby, as be 
kad the greateft charge, whkh he conds&ed to 
Scmtbampton, and, embarking on board the fleet 
ftationed there for him, made fail for Bayonae r k 
tras a handfome city, and had always held onl for 
the Eng^ifb. He arrived there without accidental 
on die 6ch day of June 1 344, when he difembarked 
and landed all his ftores v they were joyfully re* 
cenrM by the mhabitants, and he remained there 
feven days, to refrefti himfelf and his harfes. 

The earl of Derby and his army left Bayonne 
the e^th day after his arrival, and fet out for 
Bourdeaux, where a grand procefEon came out to 
rec«ive hinu The earl was lodged m. the abbey of 
St. Andrew, and his people within the dty. 

When the count de lifle was infcoined of the 
arrival of the £ngl^, he fent for the count de 
Comminges, the count de Perigord, the count de 
Carmam, the vifeount de Villemur, the count Duras, 
die count de Valentmois, the count de Mirande, 
Ae k)rd of Mirade, the lord de la Barde, the lord 
of Pmcomet, the vifcount de Chatillon, the lord of 
Chateauneuf, the k>rd de Leicun, the abbot of St« 
Savin, and for all the other lords wlio were at- 
tached to the king of France. 

As foon as they were all affcmbled, he demanded 
their counfel on the arrrvat of th- . earl of Derby. 
The lords, in reply, faid, they were fufficiently 
ftrong to defend the paflage of the river Dordogne, 

E3 ^ 
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St Bergeraci agalnft the Englifh. Thia anfwer 
mightily pUafed th$ count de Lifle^ who was at that 
time like a king in Gafcony, and had been fo finc^ 
liie commencement of the wars, between the two 
kings. He had taken the field, captured towns and 
caftles^ and waged war Upon all who were rf then 
Ehgliih party. 

Thefe lords fent immediately to affemble their 
dqjendents on all fides, and advanced to Berg^rac^ 
Vhere they entered the fuburbs, which are iaxge^ 
ftrong, and partly furrounded by the DordOgne^ 
They had all their purveyances brought to thesxL 
there in fafety. 
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CHAP. CII. 

tHfe SARL OF DERBY CONQUERS BERGERAC *. 

'TX/'HEN the earl of Derby had remained at Bonr* 
deaux fof* about fifteen days, he was informed 
that the/ barons and knights of Gafcony were in 
Bergerac : he therefore, one morning, marched 
that way with his army, and ordered his n:iarihals9 
fir Walter Manny and fir Frank van Halle, to pufli 
forward. The Englifh marched that mommg no. 
more than three leagues, to a cattle called Mont- 
croulier, which belonged to them, and was fituated 
a fhort league from Bergerac. ? 

At this cattle of Montcroullier, they tarried that 
day and night. The day following, their fcou^ 

♦ A populous town in.Pcrigord, diocefe of Pcrigueux. , 

' were 
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'Were fent as far the barriers of Bergerac ; and,, on 
their return, they related to fir Walter Manny, that 
they had reconnoitred the pofition of the French, 
irhich did not appear to them any thing very fot- 
niidable. This day, the Englifli dined early ; and, 
during the repaft, fir Walter Manny, addreiSng 
himfelf to the earl of Derby, faid, ' My lord, if 
«re were good knights, and well armed, we mightj 
this evening, partake of the wines of thefe^French 
lords who are in garrifon in Bergerac/ The earl 
anfwered, * that it fhould not be his fault if they 
did not/ When their companions heard this, they 
laid, * Let us haften to arm ourfelves ; for we will 
ride towards Bergerac/ It was no fooner faid than 
done : they were all armed, and mounted, in an 
inftant. 

When the earl of Derby perceived fuch willing- 
nefe in his men, he was exceedingly joyful, and 
cried out, * In the name of God, and of St. George, 
let us march to our enemies/ 

They then rode on, with banners difplayed, dur- 
ing the greateft heat of the day, until they came to 
the harriers of Bergerac ; which was not a place 
eafily to be taken, for a part of the river Dordogne 
fuirounded it* 

The French lords who were in the town, feeing 
the Englifli coming to attack them, faid they fhould 
be well received, and fallied forth in battle array : 
ithey had with them a multitude of foot foldiers, 
aad country people badly armed. The Englifli 
made their approaches in clofe order, fo that they 
were plainly to be diftinguiflied by the townfm^n, 

E 4 and 
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luid the archers began to flloot thickly. When the 
foot foldiers felt the points of the arrows, and faw 
ihe banners and pennons glittering in the air, which 
tthey had not been accuftomed to fee, they fell back 
upon their own men at arms : the archers continued 
to fhoot with great quicknefs, doing much mifchief 
to them. 

The lords of England then advanced, mounted 
on their excellent courfers, with lances in their 
refl:«, and, dafhing into the midft of this infantry, 
drove them down at pleafure, and killed and 
wounded the French men at arms in tibundance ; 
for they could not in any way exert themfelves, as 
thefe runaways had blocked up the road. 

There was a fevere engagement, and many were 
killed and unhorfed ; for the Englifii archers, being 
ported on each fide of the road, (hot fo well toge^ 
ther, that no one dared to venture upon it. Thus 
Svere thofe of Bergerac driven back again to the 
fuburbs, but with fo much lofs, that the firft bridge 
and bars were taken by ftorm, and the Eng-lifh 
entered with them. Upon the pavement, were 
many knights and fquires flain and wounded, and 
tnany prifoners made, of thofe who came forward 
to defend the paffage. The lord of Mirepoix was 
flain, under the banner of fir Walter JManny, who 
was the firft that entered thefe fuburbs. 

When the count de Lifle faw that the EngUfli 
had got poffeffion of the fuburbs, and were knock- 
ing down and killing his people without mercy, he 
and the other lords of Gafcony made a handfome 
retreat towards the town, and pafled the bridge 

with 
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v/ith great di^culty. At this place^ the engage-' 
ment was very fevere, and lafted a coniiderable 
time : the noblemen^ of France and of England, 
named in the preceding chapters, combated ittoft 
Valiantly hand to hand : neither knight not bachdor 
tould there conceal himfelf. 

Sir Walter Manny had advanced fo far among 
his enemies, that he was in great danger. Hie 
EngliQi made prifoners of the vifcount de Bon£- 
quetin, the lords of Chatillon, of Chateauneuf, and 
•of Lefcun. The French retreated into the fort, let 
down the portcullis, and, getting upon the batde- 
ments, began to throw ftones and other things^ toi 
drive their enemies away. 

This aflault and fkirmifti lafted until vefpers,whea 
the Englifh retreated, quite weary, into the fuburbs, 
which they had won ; where they found fuch quan- 
tities of provifion and wine, that might, on occa- 
fion, have lafted them for four mon^s moft plen* 
tifully. 

When the -morrow dawned, the earl of Derby 
had his trumpets founded, and his forces drawn 
out in battle array, to approach the town, and make 
a mighty affault, which lafted until noon« They 
had not much fuccefs ; for they found that there 
were A^ithin it men at arms who defended them* 
felves valiantly. At noontide, the Englifh retreated^ 
perceiving that they only loft their time. 

The lords then affembled in council, and deter- 
mined to attack the town on the fide next the liverj 
for it was there only fortified by palifades. The 
carl of Derbv fent therefore to the fleet at Bour- 

deaux 
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deaux for veffels, which he ordered to come to him 
up th^ Dordogne: there were upwards of fixty 
barks and other veffels lying at Bourdeaux, that 
came to Bergerac. 

la the evening of the following day, the Englilb 
made their arrangements, and, at fun-rife, all thof^ 
who were ordered to attack the town, and the fleet, 
were quite ready, under the command of the lord 
Stafford, There were many knights and fquires 
who had requefted to be on this expedition, ii| 
hopes of preferment, as well as a body of archers. 

They- advanced in hafte, and came to fome large 
round pil^s placed before the palifades, which they 
flung down. The townfmen, feeing this, went ta 
the count de Lifle, the lords, knights and fquires 
who were prefent, and faid to them, ^ Gentlemen, 
we pray, you to take heed what you are about j for 
we run a great rifk of being ruined. If the town 
be takto, we fhall lofe all we have, as well as our 
lives : it will therefore Jbe much better that we fur^ 
ren4er it to the earl of Derby, before we fuffer 
pjore damage/ The count replied, ' We will ga 
to that part where you fay the danger is j for wq 
will' not ccnfent to furrender it fo eafily/ The 
Gafconi' knights and fquires came, therefore, to de* 
fend the palifades ; but the archers, who were in 
the barks, k<?pt up fo quick an attack with their 
arrows, that none dared to (hew themfelves, unlefs 
they chofe to run the rilk of being killed or 
wounded. 

In the town, there were with the Gafcons two or 
three hundred Genoefe crofs-bowmen, whofe ar* 

niour 
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sumr fiiielded them from the arrows: they j^ept 
the archers well employed all the day, and many 
on each fide were wounded. At laljk, the Engliih 
who were in the veffels exerted themfelves fo much^ 
that they broke down a large piece of the palifades: 
thofe of Bergerac then retreated, and requefted 
time to confider, if they fliould not furrender the 
places The remainder of that day and night wasL 
granted them, upon condition that they did n^ 
attempt to repair the breaches j and every one re^ 
tired to his quarters. 

The lords of Gafcony held, that nighty a long, 
council; and, about midnight, having packed up 
all their baggage, they fet out from Bergerac, and 
followed the road to la Reole *, which is not £» 
diftant, whofe gates were opened to them, and there 
they took up their quarters, 

Th^ Englifli, on the morrow morning, re-era- 
bai'ked on board their fleet, and came to the part 
where the palifades had been broken down : they 
found in that place great numbers of the townfmen, 
who in treated the knights, that they would befeedt 
the earl of Derby to have mercy on them, and allow 
them their lives and fortunes, and from thencefinv 
ward they would yield obedience to the king of 
England. 

The earl of Pembroke and the escA of Oxfoid 
repfied, they would cheerfully comply with their 
requeft, and went to the earl of Derby, who was 
not prefent, and related to him what the inhabitants 

^ — - ' ■ — _ L 

* Biole, —a town of the 13azadois, on the Garonne. 
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of Bergerac had defired of them. The earl of 
Derby anfwered, * He who be^ for mercy fhouldf 
have merqr fhewn him : tell them to open their' 
gates, and let us enter, when we will aflbre them of 
fefety from us and from our people/ The two 
lords returned, and reported what jdie ear! had faid* 
Upon which, tfie townfmen went to the markets 
phce, where every one, men and women being 
aflembled, they rang the bells, threw open the gates, 
went out in procefEon to meet the cart of Derby, 
andj^ with all humility, conduced him to the chxxnh 
where they fwore homage and fealty to him, ac* 
knowledging him as their lord, for the king of Eng* 
land, by viftqe of a procuration which he had witfj 
him* 



CHAP. CIIL 



THE EARL OF DERBY CONQUERS MANY TOWNS 
AND FORTRESSES IN UPPER GASCON Y^ 

TTHE lame day that the count de Lifle, the barons 
and knights of Gafcony had retreated to h^ 
R6oIe, they held a counfel, and refolved to Separate 
and withdraw into fortrefles^ to carry on the war 
from thefe garrifons, and to form a body of four or 
five hundred combatants, by way of frontier guards 
under the command of the fenefchal of Touloufe* 
The count de Villemur was ordered to Auberoche* ; 
fir Bertrand des Pres to Pellegrue t ; the lord Philip 

• In Perigord, diocefe cf Perigueux. 

-^ A fmaU town of Condomois^ ia tlie d&occfe e€ Cendom^ 

de 
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<fe Dyon to Montagret ; * the lord of Montbtandoil 
to Mauduran ; fir Arnold de Dyon to Montgis ; 
Robert de Malmore to Beaumont, in Laillois ;; fir 
Charles de Poitiers to Pennes in the Agenoi& All 
thefe knights dep^Qted for their different ganifons ; 
but the couJtt de Lifle remained in la Reole, and 
Jiad the fortrefe put in proper repair. 

When the earl of Derby had taken polTeffion of 
Bergerac, and (laid there two days, he aiked the 
fenefchal of Bourdeaux, what was mod adyifable 
for him next to undertake, as he wifhed not to 
remain idle* The fenefchal replied, that he thought 
it would be bell to go towards Perigord and upper 
Craicony. The earl of Derby then gave out hi$ 
orders to march to Perigord, and left fir John de la 
Sante f captain of Bergerac. As the Englifh ad vanr 
ced, they came to a cafUe called Langon|, of 
which the provoft of Touloufe was governor : they 
halted there, not thinking it prudent to leave fuch a 
poll in their rear; and the marihal's battalion 
immediately began the affault, which hfted all that 
day, but they gained nothing. Almoft the whole 
army was employed againft it the next day ; and, 
with wood and faggots, they filled up the ditches^ 
lb that they could approach the walls, 

^ • III! > II ■! ■ ■!»■■» I I I I I I » I I H I ■. ^— ^— i— >^ 

• A town in Perigord, diocefe of Perigueux. 

f In one MS, it is Sonce ; in Barnes* hiftory of Edward 
IIL, fir John St. John ; but hs does not mention his authority 
for fo alterbg it. In* my printed copies, and another MS. it 
is Sant^, and is fo in lord Berner's tranflation. 

J Langon,— a town in Bazadoisi upon the Garonne^ about 
dx leagues frpm Bourdeaux, 

Sir 
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Sir Frank Tan Halle alked the bsfieged if they 
were willing to furrender, becaufc they might delay 
it until it was too late. Upon this, they demanded 
ti truce to confider of it, which being granted them, 
after fome little time fpent in counfel, they all fet 
•mrt for Monfac *, in the French intdteft, but took 
nothing with them. The carl of Derby appointed a 
fqiiire, called Aymon Lyon, governor of the caftle 
of Langdn f, and gave him thirty archers. 

The earl of Der'oy then rode on towards a towia 
called Le Lac ^ but the townfmen came out to meet 
%im, brought him the keys of the town, and fwore 
homage and fealty to him. The earl pafled on, 
and came to Mandarant,' which he took by florm : 
Hfter he had placed a garrifon in the fortrefs, he 
xame before the caftle of Montgis, won it in the 
fame manner, and fent the governor prifoner to 
Bourdeaux. He afterwards advanced to Punach, 
which he took, and did the fame to the town and 
caftle of Lieux |, where he ft aid three days, to re.- 
Irefli himfelf and army. On the fourth day, he 
inarched to Forfath §, which he gained eafily 
enough, and then the town of Pcndaire. He next 
came to a town of confiderable fize, called Beau- 
mont en Laillois, which Was a dependency on the 

count de Lifle. The earl was three days before it, 
and many vigorous attacks were made j for it was 

^' I I ^.^M ■■■ I ■ I ^1 I W^ ^.1 ^ ■> ■ ■■■■ ■! I ■ -^ ■ ■■ — — ■■ 111, «■■■ ^■l,,l ,,. ■■■<»■ 1^^ ■ 

* A town in Pcrigord, diocefe of Sarlat. 
f Barnes calls him an Etigrtfh iquire, Timothy Lyon j but 
I fee no authority for it. 

J In Gjifcony, diocefe of Comniinges. 

§ Fronfac, — upon the Dordognc, fix leagues from Bour* 

well 
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Well provided with men at arms and artillery, wha 
defended themfelves as long as they were able : at 
iaft it was taken, with much flaughter on all thofe 
that were found in it. 

The earl of Derby recruited his forces there with 
frefh men at arms, and then advanced towards the 
principal town of the inheritance of the count de 
Lifle, which was under the command of the lord 
Philip de Dyon and the lord Arnold de Dyon. He 
invefted it on all fides, and made his archers advance 
to the barriers, where they (hot fo well that none 
durft appear to defend them : the Englifh, having 
won the barriers, and every thing even to the ffate, , 
retired in the evening. On the next morning, they • ;. 
renewed the attack in different places at once, and 
gave thofe within fo much to do, that they did not 
know which way to defend themfelves. 

The inhabitants therefore requefted two knights 
who were there, to treat with the earl of Derby for 
a peace, that their fortunes might be faved. They 
fent before them an herald, who obtained a fhort 
truce, to fee if any agreement could be entered into* 
The earl of Derby ordered his men to retire, and 
came himfelf, accompanied by the lord Stafford and 
fir Walter Manny to the bars, to confer v^ith the 
inhabitants. The earl, at firft, would hear of nothing 
but unconditional fubmifiion : at Iaft it was fettled, 
that the town fhould put itfelf under the dependency 
of the king of England, as duke of Guienne, and 
that twelve of the principal citizens fliould be fent to 
Bourdeaux, as hoftages. The French knights and 
fquires left the place with paflports, and went to la 
Reole. * .-« . • 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CIV. 

THE EARL OF OXFORD IS TAKEN PRISONER IK 
CASCONY, BUT SET AT LIBERTY BY EX- 
CHANGE. 

A FTER this conqueft, and that the earl of Derby 
had left there men at arms and archers, he 
came before Bonneval *, and made a violent attack 
upon it, in which many viere killed and wounded. 
At laft he took it, and fhcwed mercy. After he 
had reinforced it with men at arms, and another 
governor, he puflied forward, and, entering the 
county of Perigord, paffed by Bordelles f, but did 
not attack it, as he faw it would be only pains 
thrown away. 

He ftill rdvanced, until he came before Perl- 
gueux J. There was in the town, the earl of Peri- 
gord, the lord Roger de Perigord his brother, the 
lord of Duras, and fully fix fcore knights and fquires 
of that country. 

When the earl of Derby came there, he coa- 
fidered iA what manner he might attack it moft 
advantageoufly, for he faw it was very flrong. But, 
after having maturely weighed it, he thought it 
mofl; prudent not to wafte his time : he therefore 
retreated two leagues, and took up his quarters upon 
the banks of a river, in order to attack the caftle of 
Pelagrue §. 

* A village in the diocefe of Agen. 

•f A village in E(a'/:idois, eleftion of Condom. 

% Capital of Perigord.. 

j A town in tlm Condoniai$« 

' Towards 
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Towards midnight, about two hundred. lances, 
well mounted, , fallied out of Perigueux : they rode 
(6 faft, that before day-light they came to the £ng- 
lifh casap^ and, falling upon it, killed and wounded 
many. They entered the tent of the earl of Oxford^ 
whom they found arming himfelf : he was immedi- 
ately attacked, and taken prifoner, as well as three 
knights of his houfehold, otherwife he would have 
been Udm. The Gafcons, finding they had awa- 
kened the^whole army, retired, and took their road 
to .Pei^ueux. . . 

It was time for them to do fo ; and fortunately 
^ey found the gates of the barriers open ; for they 
"were fo ciofely purfued, that they were throwa into 
confufion : but the Gafcons, as foon as they could 
rally themfelves, difmounted, and, fword in hand, 
fought.with the Englifh, and maintained their ground 
fo well, that they lofl nothing. 

The Englifh returned to the earl of Derby, who 
marcl^ forward until he came before Pelagrue, 
where he remained fix days, and many an ailault 
was made upon it. During the time he continued 
there, the earl of Oxford and his companions were 
exchanged, for the vifcount de Boufquetin, the 
vifcount de Chatillon, the lord of Lefcun, the lord 
of Chateauneuf ; and upon condition that the lands 
of Perigord fhould remain in peace for three years : 
not, however, but that any knight or fquire might 
< take up arms, without forfeiting the treaty ; but 
nothing was to be burnt or pillaged in that country 
for that fpace of time. The Englifh, therefore, de- 
parted from before Pelagrue, as it was part of Peri- 
Vol-. II. F gord. 
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'gord, and rode towards Auberoche *, where there 
is a handfome juid ftrong caftle, appertaining to the 
;archbi(hop of Touloufe. 

The Englifli took up their quarters round about 

^it, as if they meant to remain there for a length 

"of time, and fent word to thofe within, that if 

"^they did not furrender fpeedily, when the town 

was taken, they ihould be all put to the Iword with- 

'but mercy. The inhabitants of the town and caftle 

*were much alarmed ; and, feeing ho Appearance of 

any fuccour coming to them, they put ihemfelves 

under the obedience of the earl of Derby^ upon 

condition that their lives and fortunes were^areid, 

und acknowledged him as thdr lok'd, for tfeekihg; of 

England. 

ITie earl then made a handfome retreat -towards 
- Bourdeaux, having left in Auberoche a fuj^eidnt gar- 
rifon, under the command of -fir FraAk VaA IfaHe, 
fir Alain de Finefroide, and fir John Lendak 

On his road, he came to Liboume, a-fiadr and 
-large town, twelve leagues from Boufdto^Qc; to 
which he laid fiege, and told thofe about lum, ^t 
he would not quit it before he had got pofleffioa-^f 
it. The inhabitants confulted together ; atfd con- 
fidering well the good and evil of being aflatilt^ 
and vexed, they furrendered themfelves to tile extl 
of Derby, and did homage to him during the diree 
days he remained there. 

The earl of Derby fent the earl 6f Pembroke to 
Bergeiac, and left the lord StaflFord, fir Steven 4e 
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* A town In Perigord, 

Courcy^ 



67 

-Courcy, aud the lord Alexander de Haulfiel *$ with 
their men, in Liboume. He himfelf, accompamed 

by the earl of Oxford and fir Walter Manny, took 

tile road for Bourdeaux^ where they arrived. 



CHAP. ev. 

THB COtmr fi£ LI&LE, VtEVTEtfAST FOR THE 
Kim^ oaf FRANCE IN GASCON Y, LAYS SIEGE TO 
THE OJt&TLE OF AUBEROCHE. 

•THE earl vas joyfully received on his return to 
JBourdeauiS : the clergy and inhabitants of the 
town came out ta meet him, in a grand proceffion : 
they allowed him to take provifions, and whatever 
.elfe he defired, according to his will and pleafure ; 
^nd he and his army continued in the town, amu- 
fing themfelves with the citizens and their wives. 

We will now return to the count de Lifle, whom 
we left in la R^ole : as foon.as he was informed that 
the earl of Derby had returned to Bourdeaux, and 
had ts^en up his refidence there, he did not think it 
probable he would undertake any more expeditions 
this feafon. He fent letters, therefore, to the earls 
of Perigord, of Carmain, of Comminges, of Brum- 
guel, and to all the barons of Gafcony that were in 
the French intereft, to defire that they would col- 
left as many people as they could, and come with 
them properly armed, by an appointed day, to meet 
him at Auberoche, as he intended to befiege it. 
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They all obeyed his fummons ; for he was as a king 
in thefe parts of Gafcony. 

- The kilights who were in Auberoche were not 
aware of this, until they found themfelves fo clofely 
beiieged on all fides that no one could go out of the 
garrifon without being feen. 

The French brought from Touloufe four large 
machines, which cad flones into the fortrefs night 
and day ; and they made no other afiault ; fo t^Lat 
in fix days time they had demolifhed all t^e roofs of 
the towers, and none within the caftle dared to ven- 
ture out of the vaulted rooms on the ground floon 
It was the intention of the army to lall all within the 
caftle, if they would not furrender themfelves uiicon- 
ditionally. 

News was brought to the earl of Derby, that 
Auberoche was beiieged; but -he did not imagine 
his friends were fo hard pufhed. When fir Frank 
van Halle, fir Alain de Finefroide, and ^ fir John 
Lendal, who were thus befieged, faw how defpe- 
rate their fituation was, they afked their fervants, if 
there were not one among them who would, for a 
reward, undertake to deliver the letters they had 
written to the earl of Derby at Bourdeaux ? One 
from among them ftepped forward, and, faid. He 
would be the man, who would cheerfully undertake 
the commiffion, not through luft of gain, but fix)m 
his defire to deliver them from the peril they were 
in. The following night the fervant took the letters, 
fealed with their feals, and fewed them up in his 
tHothes. He was let down into the ditches : when 
he was at the bottom, he climbed up the oppofite 

fide, 
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fide, and took his road through the army ; for he 
could not avoid paffing through it. He was met by 
the firft guard, but was not flopped, for he under- 
ftood the Gafcon language well, and named one of 
the lords of the army, as if belonging to him ; fo he 
was fuffered to pafs on : but he was afterward arrett- 
ed, and detained under the tents of fome other lords 
who brought him to the main watch. He was in- 
terrogated, fearched, and the letters found upon 
him, and guarded until morning, when the prin- 
cipals of the army affembled in the tent of the Count 
de Lifle, where the letters were read. They were 
rejoiced to find that the garrifon was fo much flrait- 
ened, that they could not hold out longer ; and, 
feizing the fervant, they hung the letters round his 
neck, thrufl him into one of the machines, and 
flung bim into Auberoche. The valet fell quite dead 
axnidft the other valets of the caftle, who were much 
terrified at it. 

About this time, the earl of Perigord, his uncle 
fir Charles de Poitiers, the earl of Camlain, and the 
lord of Duras, mounting their horfes, rode as near 
to the walls of the caflle as they could, and, calling 
out to thofe within by way of derifion, faid, * Gen- 
tlemen, inquire of your mefTenger where he found 
the earl of Derby, and whether he is prepared to 
aflift you, fmce your man was fo eager to quit your 
fortrefs, and has returned as quickly.* Sir Frank 
van Halle replied, * By my fiaith, gentlemen, if we 
be fo clofely confined in this place, we will fally 
forth whenever it fhall pleafe God and the earl of 
Perby. I wifh to Heaven he were acquainted with 

F 3 our 
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our fituation ; for if he were, the proudeft of you 
all would be afraid of (landing your ground : and, 
if you will fend any one to give him this informa* 
tion, one of us will furrender himfelf to you, to b6 
ranfomed as becomes a gentleman/ The French 
anfwered, * Nay, nay, matters muft not turn out 
fo: the earl of Derby, in proper time, fhall be 
ftiade acquainted with it ; but not until our enginesr 
have battered your walls level with the ground, and 
you fhall have furrendered yourfelves to fave your 
fives/ 

* That, for certain, will never happen,* feid fir 
Frank van Halle ; ' for we will not furrender our» 
felves, fhould we all di^ upon the walls.* The 
French lords then rode on, and returned to their 
army* The three Englifh knights remained in 
Auberoche, quite confounded by the force of thefe 
engines, which flung fuch quantities of ftones, that 
in truth it feemed as if the thunder from heaven 
were battering the walls of the caflle. 



CHAP. CVI. 

THE EARL OF DERBY MAKES THE COUNT OF JLISLK 
AND NINE MORE COUNTS AND VISCOUNTS PRI* 
SONERS, BEFORE AUBEROCHE. 

A LL thefe fpeeches, the treatment of the mef- 

fenger, the contents of the letters, and the 

perilous fituation of Auberoche, were known to 

the earl of Derby, by means of a fpy he had in the 

French army. The earl, therefore, fent orders to 

the 
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the earl of Pembroke in Bergerac, to meet him at 
sffk appointed place and hour ; and alfo to the lord 
3t^nL wd fir Stephen Tombey, who were at 
Ubounie. The earl of Derby then, accompanied 
by (ir Walter Manny and the forces he had with 
him, took the road towards Auberoche as fecretly 
9S poffible ; for he had guides who were acquainted 
mdUi all the bye roads. They came to Liboume^ 
where they ftaid a whole day for the earl of Pem- 
broke ; but hearing no tidings of him, and being 
impatient to fuccour their friends who were fo dif* 
trefled, the earl of Derby, the earl of Oxford, fir 
Walter Maimy, fir Richard Haftings, fir Stephea 
Tombey, the lord Ferrers, and other knights, fet 
out for Liboume : riding all night, they came on 
the morrow within two leagues of Auberoche. 
They entered a wood, when, alighting from thei? 
borfes, they ded them to the trees, and allowed 
them to pafture, in expedadon of the arrival of the 
earl of Pembroke : they waited all that morning, 
and until noon, in vain, not knowing what to dp } 
for they were but three hundred lances and fuf, 
hundred archers, and the French were from ten to 
twelve thoufand men. They thought it would be 
cowardice to fuffer their friends to be loft, when 
they were fo near them. At laft, fu- Walter Manny 
faid, * Gentlemen, let us who are now here mount 
our horfes, ikirt this wood, and advance until we 
come to their camp : when we fhall be clofe to it^ 
we will flick fpurs into our horfes, and, with loud 
ihouts, hll upon them. It will be about their hour 
for fupper i and we fhall fee them fo much difcom- 

F 4 fited. 
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fited; that they can never rally agahi.* The knights 
prefent replied, that they would all do as he had 
propofed. Each went to his horfe, re-girthed 
him, and tightened his armour j they ordered their 
pages, fervants and baggage to. remain where they 
were. 

' They advanced in filence, by the fide of the 
wood, until they came to the other end, where the 
French army was encamped in a wide valley, near 
a, fmall river : they then difplayed their banners 
and pennons, and flicking fpurs into their borfes, 
daflied into the midft of the French and Gafcon 
forces, who were quite confounded, and unprepared 
for this attack as they were bufy about their fup^ 
pt^rs, many having fat down to table. 

The Englifh were well prepared to aft, and cry- 
ing, ^^ Derby, Derby for ever!* they cut down 
tents and pavilions, and flew and wounded all that 
came in their way. The French did not know 
where to turn, fo much were they furprifed ; and 
when they got into the plains, if there were any 
large body of them, the archers and crofs-bowmen 
made fuch good ufe of their weapons, that they 
were flain or difperfed. 

The count de Lifle was taken, in his tent, badly 
wounded ; the earl of Perigord in his pavilion, and 
alfo fir Charles his uncle : the lord of Duras was 
killed, and fo was fir Aymery de Poitiers j but his 
brother, the earl of Valentinoi^ was made prifonen 
Every one took to his heels as fafl as he could; 
but the earl of Comminges, the earls of Carmain, 
Villemur and Bruniguel, the lords.de Ic^ Barde and 
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de la Taride, with others, who were quartered on* 
the oppofite fide of the caftle, difplayed their ban- 
nersy and, having drawn up their men, marched 
for the plain: the Englilh,^ however, who had 
ahready defeated the largeft body of the army, fell 
upon them moft vigoroufly. In this engagement, 
n«my gallant, deeds of arms were performed, many 
captures made, and many refcues. 

As foon as fir Frank van Halle and fir John 
Lendal, who were in Auberoche, heard the noife, 
and perceived the banners and pennons of their 
friends, they haflened to arm themfelves, and all 
thofe that were with them ; when, mounting thdr 
horfes, they fallied out of the fortrels, made for the 
plain, and daihed into the thickeil of the combat^ 
to the great encouragement of the Engliih, 

Why fhould I make a long ftory of it ? All thofe 
who were of the count de Lifle's party were dit 
comfited, and almofl all taken prifoners, or flain« 
Scarcely any would have efcaped, if night had not 
clofed fo foon. Nine earls and vifcounts were made 
prifoners, and fo many barons, knights and fquires, 
that there was not a man at arms among the £ng« 
lifh, that had not for his fliare two or three. This 
batde before Auberoche was fought on the eve of 
St. Laurence's day, in the year 1^44. 

The Englifti treated their prifoners like friends : 
they received many upon their promifes to furrender 
themfelves by a certain day at Bourdeaux, or Ber- 
gerac. The Englilh retired into Auberoche ; and 
the earl of Derby entertained at fupper the greater 
part of the prifoners, earls, vifcounts, barons and 
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kni^ts, THey gave thanks and praifes to God, 
for having enabled them to overcome upwards of 
ten: thoufand men, when they themfelves were not 
mote than one thoufand, including every one, and 
to refcue the town and caftle of Auberocbe, in 
which were their friends^ that muft have been cap- 
tured in two days time. 

On the next morning, a little after fun-rife, the 
carl of Pembroke arrived with three hundred lances 
and four thoufand archers j he had been informed 
of the event of the battle as they came along, and 
laid to the earl of Derby, * Certainly, coufm, you 
Iiave neither been courteous, nor behaved honoiHr- 
ably, , to fight my enemies without waiting for me, 
feeing that you had fent for me ; and you might 
liave been affured, that nothing Ihould have pre- 
vented my coming to you.* The earl replied, 
• Fair coufin, we were very anxious for your ar* 
rival, and we waited for you from the morning 
until vefpers : when we faw no appearajice of your 
coming, we dared not wait longer; for had our 
enemies been informed of our arrival, they would 
have had the advantage over us ; but now, thanks 
to God, we have conquered them, and we pray of 
you to help us in conducing them to Bourdeaux/ 

They remained that day and night in Aube- 
roche: on the next day early, they were armed 
and mounted, and fet off, leaving there a Gafcon 
knight, in their intereft, as governor, named the 
lord Alexander of Chaumont. They took the Foa4 
to Bourdeaux, and carried with them the greater 
part of their prifoners. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. cvn. 

THE BAKL OF DERBY TAK£^ DIFFERENT TOWNS 
IN GASCONY, IN HIS ROAD TOWARDS LA 
REOLE. 

nrHE earl of Derby aud his army, upon their ar« 
rival at Bourdeaux, were received with very 
great rejoidags : the inhabitants thought they never 
could enough teftify their joy to the earl, and to 
fir Walter Manny, for their enterprize ; in which 
the count de Lifle and more than two hundred 
knights were made prifoners. 

The winter pafled over, without any adion taking 
place in Gafcony that is worthy of being recorded. 

Eafter, which may be reckoned the beginning of 
the year 1345, was about the middle of May^ and 
die earl of Derby, who had tarried all the winter 
in Bourdeaux, coUeded a very large body of men 
at arms and archers, and declared he would make 
an expedition to la Reole, where the French had 
fixed thek head-quarters. 

He went, the firft day, from Bourdeaux to Ber- 
geiac, where he found the earl of Pembroke, ready 
witb his troops. Thefe two noblemen, with their 
forces, remained fpr three days in Bergerac, and 
on die fourth departed. When they were got into 
the open country, they halted their men, counted 
diern^ and found that they had about a thoufand 
men at arms, and two thoufand archers. 

They puihed forward, until they came to a caftle 
called St. Bafile^ to which they laid fiege. Thofe 
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within, cohfidering that the principal barons of 
Gafcony were prifoners, and that they had no ex- 
peftations of receiving fuccours from any place, re- 
Iblved to fwear fealty to king Edward of England. 

The earl of Derby continued his route, and t'obk 
the road towards Aiguillon*; but, before he' ar- 
rived there, he came to thp caftle 6f Roche-mitpn;' 
which was well provided with foldiers and artillery ; 
neyerthelefs, the earl ordered it to be vigoroufly 
afl^ulted. 

As the Englifti advanced to the attack, thofe. 
within threw down upon them ftones, bars of iron, 
and pots full of hot lime ; by which many were 
jRain and wounded, who adventured themfelves too 
ra/lily. 

.When the earl of Derby perceived that his. men 
w^afe labouring in vain, and getting themfdves 
killed, without any advantage, he founded a re- 
treat : on the morrow, he ordered the peafants. ta 
bring great quantities of brufliwood, faggots, ftraw: 
and turf, and to throw them all into the ditches of 
the caftle, and plenty of earth with thein. When 
a part of the ditch was fo filled . that one might get 
to the foo^ of the walls, he affembled three hiin^ 
dred archers, well armed, and in battle array, .an4 
fent before theni two hundred countrymen covered 
with fhields, having large pick^axes and hoc^s^ 
whilft thefe firft were employed in picking the walls,- 
the archers made fuch good ufe of their bows,, that 



* A town of Gujenne, fitiiated^at the confluence of the 
Lot and GnrQpne. 

no 



77 

no one dared to (hew himfelf on the battlements. 
This laded the greateft part of the day, when the 
pick-axe men made fo large a breach in the walls, 
that ten men might enter a-breaft. The inhabitants 
of the town and caftle were quite confounded; 
fome fled towards the church, and others, by a 
back way, out of the town. The fortrefs was im- 
mediately taken and pillaged ; and all the garrifon 
were put to death, excepting fuch as had taken 
refuge in the church, whom the earl of Derby par- 
doned, for they had fubmitted to his mercy. 

The earl placed in the caftle a frefh garrifon, 
under the command of two Engiifli captains, Rich- 
ard Willes and Robert Scot; and then he came 
before Monfegur *, where he ordered his men to 
prepare huts for themfelves and horfes : he conti- 
nued before it fifteen days. 

The governor of the town was fir Hugh de 
Baftefol, and there never pafled a day without fome 
aflault being made upon it. They fent for large 
machines from Bourdeaux and Bergerac ; and the 
ftones which they caft into the town, deftroyed 
roofs, tiles, and the principal buildings. 

The earl of Derby fent every day, to let them 
know, that if they fuffered the town to be ftprmed, 
every one would be put to the fword ; but, if they 
would render obedience to the king of England, he 
would pardon them, and treat them like friends. 

The townfmen would cheerfully have furrender- 
ed } and they went to the governor, to confult him, 



♦ A town of fiazadois^ cle/flion of Condom, near to la R^ole. 
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and to found his kitaidons, who anfwered them by 
ordering them to the battlements, for that he had 
' j)rovifion of every fort in fufficiency to hold out for 
ialf a year, if it were neceflary. They left him in 
^ipparent good humour; but, about the time of 
Wpers, they fei^ed him, and clofely confined him ; 
a&ring him, at the fame time, he fhould nev«r be 
Jet at liberty, if he did not afTift them to make fome 
.terms with the earl of Derby. When he had fwom 
that he v^'ould do every thing in his power, they 
let him go : he went diredly to the barriers of the 
town, and made figns that he wiHied t6 fpeak {with 
the -earl of Derby. Sir Walter Manny, being ipre- 
fent, came to the governor, who faid to him, * Sir 
Walter Manny, you ought not to be furprifed jf 
we fliut our gates againft you, for we have fwom 
fealty to the king of France ; but not perceiving 
any one coming from him to flop your career, and 
believing that you will flill proceed further: for 
thefe reafons, in behalf of myfelf and the inhsdMt* 
ants of this town, we wifh you would allow us thele 
terms, namely, that no hoflilities be carried on 
againft us for the fpace of one month ; and if in 
that time the king of France, or the duke of Nor- 
o^mdy, come into this country in fuch force as fo 
give you battle, we then fhall hold ourfelves free 
from our engagement ; but if neither of them come, 
we will then enter under the obedience of the king 
pf England.' 

Sir Walter Manny went to relate this propofal to 
the earl of Derby, who acqeded to it, upon condi- 
tion that there fhould not in the mean time be any 
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repairs made to the fortifications of the town, and 
that, if any of the Engliih army fliould want provi* 
fions, they might be at liberty to purchafe theinu 
Upon this, there were fent twelve of the principal 
ddzens as hoftages, who were ordered to Bour- 
deaux. The Englifli refreihed themfelves with pro- 
vifions from the town, but none were fuflfered to 
enter it. 

They then continued their march, burning and 
deftroying all the country as far as Alguilion : the 
.governor of which place came out to meet the earl, 
and furrendered the town and caftle to him, go. 
.omdidon of their lives and fortunes being fpared, 
to the great aflonifhment of all the country, for it 
was one of the ftrongeft caflles in the world, and 
almoft impregnable. 

When the fquire, who had thus furrendered 

- Aignillon, . came to Touloufe, which is feventeen 

-leagues diftant, the townfmen arrefled him, oa 

• bi^kioh of treafon, and hung him. This cafUe is 

fitoated on the point between two navigable rivers. 

The earl ordered it to be re-vidualled, and the for* 

. tifications repsdred, in order to its being fit to re« 

ceive him on his return, and that it might ferve 

'for a fecure guard to his other pofleflions. He gave 

die command of it to fir John de Gombry *. He 

then came to a cafUe called Segart, which he to^ 



* Barnes fays, to the lord John Moubray ; bat I do not 
fee upon what grounds. 1 fhould rather imagine it was 
JM* de MMtgOfoerie^ who was captain of Calais in the lift 
^ £dwtfd III., and had other charges of truft. 
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by ftortn, and put all the foreign foldiers he found 
in it to death : from thence he came to the town of 
la R^oie. 



CHAP. cvin. 



THE EARL OF DERBY LAYS SIEGE TO LA REOLE, 
WHICH SURRENDERS TO HIM. 

Tf^HEN the earl of Derby was arrived at la 
Reole, he encompaffed it clofely all round, 
erefting towers in the plains, and near to every 
road^ that no provifion of any kind could enter it. 
He caufed it to be affaulted almoft every day. This 
ficge took up much of the fummer ; and, when the 
time had expired which thofe of Monfegur had 
fixed for furrendering themfelves, the earl of Derby 
fent thither, and the inhabitants of the town be- 
came liege men to the earl, who, in all thefe cafes, 
was the reprefentative of the king of England. 
Even fir Hugh de Baftefol ferved under the earl, 
with the men of Monfegur, for a certain falary, 
which he received from the faid earl, for himfelf 
and his fellow-foldiers. 

The Englifh, who were befieging la Rcole, had 
lain before it more than nine weeks, and had con- 
ftruSed two large towers of great beams of wood, 
three ftories high : each tower was placed on wheels, 
and covered over with prepared leather, to fhelter 
thofe within from fire and from the arrows : in 
^ch ftory were one hundred archers. Thefe two 
towers, by dint of men's force, were pulhed clofe 

to 



fe the walls of the town ; for, during the time they 

Were building, they had filled up the ditches, fa 

that thefe towers could eafily pafs over them. Tfeofe 

that were in them began immediately to flioot fo 

^vell and quick, that none dared to appear upon 

the battlements imlefs he were well armed, or had 

a Ihieldi Between thefe two towers were pofled 

two hundred men with pick-axes and bars,, to make 

a breach in the walls ; which they did, and c^ 

away the ftones« The inhabitants, feeing thisj came 

upon the walls, and inquired for fome of the chiefs 

of the army, to fpeak to them. The earl of Detby, 

being informed of it, fent thither fir Walter Manny 

and the lord Stafford, who foimd the townfmen 

willing to fiirrender the town, on condition of their 

lives and fortunes being fpared. 

when the governor, fir Agos de Bans, a Pro^ 
Veii9al, found that the inhabitants wanted to fur* 
render the town, he retired into the caftle of la 
tleole, with his fellow-foldffers ; andj whilft this 
treaty was going on, he had conveyed into it great 
quantities of wine and other provifion. He then 
ordered the gates to be fattened, and faid, he would 
never furrender in fo fhameful a manner. 

The two knights returned to the earl of Derby, 
and related to him that the townfmen were defirous 
of furrendering upon the terms above named : the 
earl fent them back, to kilow what the governor's 
intentions were refpefting the caftle. They re- 
turned with the anfwer, that he had fhut himfelf 
up in the caftle, and would not yield it. After a 
little confideration^ the earl faid, ' Well, well, let 
Vol, II. G us 
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us have compalTion on the inhabitants : by means 
of the town^ we fhall foon gain the caftle/ 

The knights again went to the townfmen, and 
deceived their fubmiflions. They all came out td 
the plain, and, prefenting the keys of the town ta 
the earl, faid, * Dear fir, from this day forward^ 
we acknowledge ourfelves as your loyal fubjeds, 
and place ourfelves^ in every refpe£t, under the 
obedience of the king of England/ 

They fwore by their heads, that they would not, 
in My manner, afTiit or fuccour thofe in the caille, 
but, on the contrary, diftrefs them all in their 
powen 

The earl forbade, under pain of death, Uiat any 
hurt fliould be done towards the inhabitants of la 
Reole. He then entered it with his army, and 
furrbunding the caflle, ereded all his machines 
againft it ; but they did little mifchief, for the cafUe 
was very high, and built of a hard ftone. It was 
crefted a long time firite by the Saracens, who laid 
the foundations fo ftrong, and with fuch curiotis 
workmanfhip, that the buildings of our time cannot 
be compared tdit^ When the earl found that his 
machines had no effeft, he commanded them to 
defift ; and, as he was not without miners in his 
army, he ordered them to undermine the ditches' 
of the caflle, fo that they might pafs under* This 
was not, however, foon done. 
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cHap. CIX. 

IXR WALTER MANNY FINDS, IN LA R£6LE, THt 
SEPULCHRE OF HIS FATHER. 

TinHILST they were lying before this caflle, and 
miners only could be employed, fir Walter 
Maxmy was reminded of his father, who formerly 
had been murdered in his journey from St* James 
of Compoftella ; and he had heard in his infancy^ 
that he had been buried in la R6ole, or in that 
neighbourhood* 

He therefoire made inquiries in the town^ if there 
were no one who could inform him bf the truth of 
this niatter, and offered a hundred crowns to who^ 
ever would condu£b him to the fpoL 

This brought forward an old raan^ who faid to 
lir Walter Manny, ^ Cert^dnly, fii) I tbbk I can 
lead you to the place where your fitther was buried, 
ot very near to it/ Sir Walter replied, i If you 
prove your words true^ I will (lick to my bargaiti^ 
and even go beyond iu* 

Tb explain this mattei" m6re clearly^ you mufl 
know that there was foAnerly a biihop of Cambrayt 
a Gafcon, and of the families of Buc and Mirepoixj 
and, during the time of his holding that fee, a mag^ 
nificent tournament was held at Gambray^ where 
there were upwards of five hundred knights^ A 
knight £rom Gafcony tilted with the lord of Manny, 
die father of fir Walter : the Gafcon knight was fo 
' voughly handled and wounded, that he nevor en-* 
joyed his health afterwards, but died. 

O2 His 
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His death was laid to the door of the lord of 
Manny, and the bifhop and his kindred vowed re- 
venge for it. 

Two or three years after, fome good-hearted 
people endeavoured to reconcile them j and peace 
was agreed to, on condition, and by way of pe- 
nance, that the lord of Manny made a pilgrimage 
to St. James of Compoftella. 

During the time of this journey, the earl Charles 
of Valois, brother to king Philip the Fair, was be- 
fieging la Reole, and had been there fome time ; 
for it appertained, as well as many other cities and 
towns, to the king of England, the father of him 
who befieged' Toumay ; fo that the lord of Manny 
on iiis return, went to vifit the earl Charles rf 
Valois, as William earl of Hainault had married 
the lord Charles's daughter, and Ihewed him his 
letters J for, iij'-thffil'' parts, he was as king of 
France. 

It chaticed,'one night, as he was returning to his 
Ipdgings, he vWas .watched and waylaid by the kin- 
dred of him on whofe account' he had performed 
this pilgrimage, and c\vas 'murdered at a fmall dif- 
tance from the earl Cljarles's h6teU 

No one knew pofitively who -had done this deed; 
but the relations of the GafccMi knight above men* 
tioned were very ftrongly fufpefted : however, they 
were fo powerful, that it was paffed over, and ex^ : 
cufed ; for none took the part of the lord of Mannyw ; 
The earl of Valois had him buried immediately in ,3 
a fmall chapel, which at that time was without A^- ^ 
walls of la R^ole ; and^ whea the earl of ValoAi^ : 
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had conquered the town, this chapel was inclofed 
in it. The old man remembered all thefe circum- 
ftances perfeftly well, for he had been prefent when 
the lord of Manny was interred. 

When fir Walter came to the fpot where his 
&ther had been formerly buried, with his aged 
conduSor, he found there a fmall tomb of marble, 
which his fervants had erected over him ; and the 
old man faid, * You may be perfeftly affured, rfiat 
your father was buried and lies under this tdmb/ 
Sir Walter then caufed the infcription, which was 
in Latin, to be read to him by a clerk, and found 
that the old man had told him the truth. Two 
days afterwards, he had the tomb opened, took ouf 
the bones of his father, and, placing them in a 
coffin, lent them to Valenciennes, in the county a? 
Hainault, where they were again buried in the 
church of the Freres Mineurs, near the choir. He 
ordered mafles to be faid, and continued yearly. 



CHAP. ex. 

THE EARL OF DERBY CONQUERS THE CASTLE 

* OP LA REOLE. 

HTHE earl of Derby was more than eleven weeks 
befieging the caftle of la Reole : the miners, 
however, made fuch advances, that they had got 
under one of the courts of the caftle; but they 
could not undermine the dungeon, for it was built 
on too hard a rock. 
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The lord Agos de Bans, the governor, then t6l4 
tis companions they were undermined, and in great 
danger, who were much alarmeji at it, and faid^ 
* Sir, you will be in equal peril with ourfelves, if 
you c^not find fome method of ayqiding it. You 
are pur captain, and we ought to obey you. In 
|ruth, we have defended ourfelves honorably, an4 
no one can blame us if now we enter into a ty eaty. 
Will you, therefore, talk with the earl pf Derby, 
and know if he will accept of our furrender, fparing 
pur lives ^ind fortunes, feeing tl^at we cannot at pre? 
f^t zSt otherwif?,* 

Sir Agos went down from the great tower, and^ 
putting his head out of a window, made (igns that 
be wifhed to fpeak with fome one from the army. 
A few pf the Englifh came near hiin, ^d afked 
what he wanted : he replied, that he wouI4 fpcak 
ynth the earl of Derby, or fir Walter ]V|anny, 
When jhis was told the earl, he faid to fir Walter 
Manny, and to lord Stafford, * Let us go to the 
fortrefs, and fee what the governor has to fay to 
us :' they rode, therefore, up to it. When fir Agos 
perceived them, he faluted each very refpe6tfully, 
and faid, * Gentlemen, you know for faft, that the 
king of France has fent me to this town and cafUe, 
to defen4 tbem to the beft of my abilities. You 
know in what manner I have acquitted myfelf and 
alfo that I fhould wifh to confuipe it pn : but one 
cannot always remain in (he place that pleafe; ope 
befl. I ihould therefore like to depart from hence, 
with my companions, if it be agreed)le to you \ in^ 

that 
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that we may have your permiffion, if you will fpait 
our lives and fortunes, we will furrendcr this cattle 
up to you.* The earl replied, * Sir Agos, fir Agos, 
you will not get off fo : we know that you are very 
much diftreffed, and that we can take you whenever 
we pleafe ; for your caftle now only ftands upon 
props : you muft furrender yourfelves up uncondi- 
tionally, and fo Ihall you be received/ Sir Agos, 
anfwering, laid, ' Certainly, fir, if we Aould do fe, 
I bold you of fuch honor and gallantry, that you 
will (hew us every mark of favour, as yo\J would 
wilh the king of France (hould do towards any of 
your knights ; and, pleafe God, you will never 
(lain your honor and nobility for a few poor foldiers, 
that are within here, who have gained their money 
^th great pain and trouble, and whoih I brought 
with me from Provence, Savoy and Dauphine : for 
know, that if the loweft of our nien be not treated 
witjx mefcy, as well as the higheft, we will fell our 
live^ in fuck a manner, a9 none befieged ever did 
before. I therefore intreat of you to liften to me, 
^nd treat us like brother foldiers, that we may feel 
ourfelves oblige4 to you/ 

The three knights withdrew to a little diftance, 
and converfed a long time together: when, con- 
iidering the gallantry of fir Agos, that he was a 
foreigner, and befides, that they could not onder- 
fnine the dungeon, they returned^ and faid to him, 
* Sir Agos, we fliall be happy always to treat every 
ftranger knight as a brother at arms : and if, fair 
iir, you and yours wifh to leave the cafUe, you muft 

G 4 carry 
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^Jt^ry nothing with you but your arms and hqrfesJ 
• tiet it be fp then/ replied f^r Agos. 

TJpon this, he returned to his companions, and 
i-elated what he had done : they immediately armed 
themfelves, arid caparifoned their horfes, of which 
they had only fix remaining. Some purchafed hor- 
Tes of the Englifh, who mad6 them pay dearly foif 
them. 

• Thus fir Agos de Bans gave up the caftle of l^ 
k^ole, of which the Englifli took poffeffion'j an4 
Tie went to the *city of Tbuloufe. 
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THE EARL Ot DERBY TAKES CASTEL MORON *, 
AND AFTERWARDS VILLEFRANCHE fj IN Pf RIt 
, QORE>* 

.'ttT^HEN the earl of Derby had gained poffeffioi^ 
of the town and caftle of la Reole, where he 
had fpent a long time, he puflied forward, but left 
there an Englifli knight, to fee after the repairs, 
that it; might be put in a fimilar fituation as when he 
had come before it. 

The earl advanced towards Monpouillant J, which 
he inftantly ordered to be attacked the moment he 
arrived. There were in the caftle none but the pea- 
Tantry of the country, who had retired thither with 



* A town of Bazadois, near la R^ole. 
f A fmall town, not far from Bergerac. 
I A town of Bazadois. 
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thdr cattle, depending oh the ftrength of the place f 
they defended themfelves as long as they were able ^ 
but at laft it ytfm takeij by efcalade, though it coft 
the earl dear, in the Ibfs of many archers, and a 
young englife' gentleman, called fir Richard Pen- 
nort *, who bore the banner of the lord Stafford. 

The earl gave the command of the caftle and its 
dependencies to a fquire of his own, called Tho« 
mas Jjancafter, and left with him twenty archers. 

TMl' earl then came to Caftel Moron, which he 
attacked ; but, finding he could not make any im- 
preffion, he took up his quarters before it for that 
night. . On the morrow morning, a knight from 
Gafcony came to him, called fir Alexander de 
Chaumont, and faid, ^ Sir, pretend to decamp with 
your army, leaving only a fmall detachment here 
before the town ; and, from the knowledge I have 
pf its inhabitants, I am fure they will fally forth to 
attack them. Your men will defend themfelves as 
they retreat, and by placing an ambufcade under 
thefe olive trees, which as foon as they have pafled, 
one part of your army may fall upon their rear, and 
fhe other make for the town. 

The earl followed this advice, and ordered the earl 
of Oxford to remain behind, with only one hundred 
men, giving him direftlons what he wiflied to have 
done. He then ordered all the baggage to be pack- 
ed up, and to march off, as if he were going to 
another place : after having ported a flirong ambuf- 



* Pcnfordf according to Barueii. 
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fade in the valley among the oKves and. vincs^ he 
j-ode on. 

When the townfmen of Caft^I Moro^ perceived 
that the earl and the greater part of his army were 
marching off, they faid among themielves, * Let us 
haften to arm, and fally forth to combat this hand«f 
ful of Englid) th^t (lay behind : we fliall foon dif- 
comfit them, and have them at our mercy, which 
will bring us great honor and profit.' They all 
agreed to this propofal; and, h^iftening ta arm 
themfelves, they fallied out for th^ fafteft^ an,^ 
might amount to about foi^? hundred. As foon as 
the earl of Oxford ?md his party faw them coming, 
they began to retreat, and the French tQ follow 
them with great eagemefs: they purfued them, 
until they had paffed the ambufli, when tl^pfe port- 
ed there advanced upon them, calling out, * Manny 
for ever !* for fir Walter commanded this ambuf- 
cade. One part of his detachment fell upon thofe 
that had come from the town, and the other made 
for Caftel Moron, where they came aboi^t midnight, 
and found the barriers and gates wide open ; for 
the guards thought it was their own people returQr 
ing. The fir ft comers therefore feized the bridge, 
and were foon piafters of the town ; for the inhabi- 
tants that had fallied out, were furrounded on all 
fides, and either flain or made prifoners. 

Thofe that had remained in the town furrendere4 

■ •' « • 

themfelves \o the earl of Derby, who received them 
kindly, and, out of his noblenefs of difpofition, 
rcfpited the town from being pillaged and burnt. 
l|c piade a prefent of it, 2(nd all its dependencies, to 

fir 
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Cr Alexander de Chaumont, through whofe adyi:e 
he had gained it. Sir Alexander made his brother, 
yho was a fqqire, called Antony de Chaumont, 
^ovenjor : and the earl of Derby left with him his 
archers, and forty infantry armed with bucklers, 
in order to enable him the better to guard the 

The earj then came before Villefranche, which 
he took by ftorm, as well as the caftle. He made 
^n cngliih knight, fir Thomas Cook, goven^or of 
it. 

Thus di4 the earl of Derby march through every 
part of the country, without any one venturing out 
to preye;pt him. He conquered many different 
towns and cafUes ; and his army gained fo much 
fi^hes^ that it yras marvellous to think on. 



CHAP. CXII. 



TJIB EAflLIf QF DERBY CONQUERS THE CITY QF 

>NGOUJL£M£. 

T17HEN the ear! of Derby gained Villefranchei, 
he advanced towards Miraumont *, approach- 
ing nearer to Bourdeaux ; for, ia all this ezpedi* 
tion his light horfe, or fcouts, had never come near 
to Port Sainte Marie t* He was three days be&re 
Miraumont; and, on the fourth, it furrendered. 



* In tbe dioeefe of Agen. 

f A town on the Garonne, near Aiguillon. 

The 
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The earl gave the command of it to one of his 
fquires, called John Brifcoe * : his army took after^ 
wards a fmall fortified town upon the Garonne, 
called Tonniens f, and the ftrong caftle of Dama* 
?:an, which was well provided with men at arms, 
and archers. He then came to the city of Angou- 
lerae |, which he clofely befieged, and declared he 
would not depart before it was in his pofleffion. 
The townfmen, hearing this, entered into a treaty, 
that their city fhould remain unhurt for one montH } 
and twenty-four of the principal inhabitants were 
fent to Bourdeau^s, as hoftages ; if, during this time 
the king fliould fend folrces fufficient to make hea4 
againft the earl of Derby, the hoftages ftiould be 
returned, and they be accounted free to take which 
fide they pleafed } but if otjierwife, they would put; 
themfelv^s under the obedience of the king of Eng- 
land. 

The earl of Derby continued his march, and came 
before . Blayes § , which he befieged on all fides. 
Two knights from Poitou were governors of hi 
named fir Guifcard de 1' Angle ||, and fir William 
de Roche-chouart, who declared they would never 
furrender to any man. Whilft the Englifli were be^ 
fieging Blayes, a detachment of them marched on to 



* Barccs calles him firKloI, but I (ee tio authority. 

+ In the Agenois, diocefe of Agca. . . , 

\| The ciipital of the Angoumois. 

§ An ancient town upon the Garonn(5. 

II See more of him, and fir Frank van ^HaJle^ In the 
hiftorles of the order of the gaiter, and alfo o£ fir Henry 
£uin. 

Mortaigne^ 
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Mortaigne • In Poitou, which was under the com-^ 
mand of the lord of Boucicaub; and there was a 
&arp engagement, which ended in nothing, ex- 
cept leaving behind many of their men dead and 
wounded. They returned, therefore, and came by 
AGrabeau and Aulnay to the (iege before Blayes, 
where ahnoft every day there was fome gallant deed 
of arms performed. 

The term of the month being expired, when the 
town of Angoulfime was to Surrender, the earl fent 
his two marihals thither, to whom they fwore ho- 
mage and fealty, in the name of the king of Eng- 
land : the city, by this means, enjoyed peace, and 
had their hoftages returned to them ; and the earl, 
at their requeft, made fir John Norwich f governor 
of it. ^ 

The fiege of Blayes was ftiil continued, until the 
EngUfli began to be weary of it ; for winter was 
approaching, and as yet they had gained no advan- 
tage. They held a council, to confider if it would 
not be better to retire to Bourdeaux, and return in' 
a more favourable feafon. This was agreed to, and 
they decamped, palTed the Garonne, and came to 
Bourdeaux. Soon afterwards, the earl divided his 
forces, and fent detachments to different garrifons, 
to keqp order, and fpread more over the country. 

— .■■ I .1 .1 ' I ■■ ■!■ II I I-. . I ■ ■ !,■ I I I 

• Diocefe of Rochcllc. 

t Summoned to Parliament the i6th and 34th Ed« 
ward III. — See Ducdalb. 
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CHAP. CXIII. 

StR bODFREY DE HARCOURT tAttlSHZH Fr6«J 

FRANdEi 

A BOUT this period^ fir Godfrey de Harcourfc 
incurred the anger of the king of France. He 
was a great baron in Normandy, brother to the- 
earl of Harcourt, and lord of St; Sauveur le Vi- 
comte^ and of many other towns in Normandy; 
This was occafioned through jealoufy ; for a little 
before he was fo much in favour with the king and. 
duke, that he could do as he liked with either ** 

He was pubhcly banifhed from France ; and^ if 
the king's rage had not fubfided, he would have 
been ferved as fir Olivier de CKflbn and the other 
knights who had been beheaded the preceding year 
in Paris. Sir Godfrey, however, had fome good 
friends, who gave him information privately, how 
much the king was incenfed againft him. He 
quitted the kingdom as fpeedily as poffible, and 

• Sir Godfrey de Harcourt*s difgrace was caufed hj a 
qnarrel he had with the marechal d€ Briquebec^ on account 
of a marriage being broken. They fought. The king or- 
dered the affair to be dlfculTed in his paHiament f but Har« 
court, inftead of appearing, l^efieged a cjlftle belonging td 
the biftiop of Bayeux, brother to the marfhal, entered into 
negotiations with the enemies of his country, and by his 
katred to his king, gained the favour of Edward. 

Grands Chroni^ues de St* Denis ^ a beautiful copy on 
vellum in the Hafod Library. They had formed ' 
part of the celebrated library of Diane de Poi- 
tierS|t at Anet* 

Went 
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Xfeat to Brabant, where the duke John, his coufirt* 
received him mod joyfully. 

He remained there a confiderable time, and fpent 
What revenue he had in Brabant ; for in France he 
had nothing, as the king had feized all his eflates 
in Coutantin, and received the rents for his own 
ufe. The knight . could never regain the love of 
the king of France, notwithflanding all the earneft 
intreaties of the duke of Brabant. 

This hatred coft dear to France, efpecialiy to the 
provmce of Normandy ; for the traces of it ap- 
peared a hundred years afterwards, as yau will find 
by the following hiftory *. 



CHAP. CXIV. 

JACOB VO^ ARTAVELD IS MTJRDERED AT GHENT. 

JACOB von Artaveld, the citizen of Ghent that 
^ was fo much attached to the king of England, 
ftill maintained the fame defpotic power over all 
Tlanders. He had promifed the king of England, 
that he would give him the inheritance of Flanders, 
mveft his fon, the prince of Wales, with it, and 
make it a duchy, inftead of an earldom. Upoa 
which account, the king was, at this period, about 
St. John the Baptift's day 1345, come to Sluys, 

with a numerous attendance of barons and knights. 

■ ' ... ■ - - . . 

• Godfrey de Harcourt did homage to king Edward, at 
Ving of France, the 13th June 1345 ; when Edward engaged, 
if he could not recover for him his eftates in Normandy, to 
give him their equivalent in ^^ngl^iZid. — Rymsk. 

14 He 
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He had brought the prince of Wales with him, id 
order that Jacob von Artaveld^s promifes might bcf 
irealizedi 

The king remained on board his fleet in the har-» 
bour of Sluys, where he kept his court. His friends 
in Flanders came thither to fee and vifit him : and 
there were many conferences between the king and 
Jacob von Artaveld on one fide, and the councib 
from the different capital towns on the other^ feUM 
rive to the agreement before mentioned ; as fa 
which, thofe from the country did not unite in'fea- 
riment with the king nor with von Artaveld, whcr 
kept continually reminding them of their qtwrrelj 
and exhorting them to difmherit earl Lewis, their 
natural lord, and his young fon Lewis, in favour 
of the fon of the king of England ; but they de-* 
clared they never would confent to fiich a things 
At the lafl conference, which was held in the har-i 
bour of Sluys, on board the king's fhip, the Ca- 
therine (which was of fuch an enormous fize that 
wonders might be told of it), they made this unanK 
mous reply : ' Dear fir, the requeft you have mad^ 
has given us much uneafiiiefs, and may in times to 
come be prejudicial to Flanders and our fucceflbrs* 
True it is, that there is not in the worid any prmeef 
whom we love fo much, or for whofe profit and 
advantage we would exert ourfelves to greatly, as 
for you : but we alone cannot agree to this propo^ 
fition, unlefs all the commonalties of Flanders give 
their confeflt. Therefore each of us will return to 
our different towns, and will explain, in a general 
way, this bufinefs to the inhabitants ; when, if the 

greater 
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greater part of them fhall confent, we alfo will 
agree to it : we will return to you again within a 
month, and bring fuch anfwers as we hope will be 
iadsfadory/ 

Ndther the king of England nor Jacob von Arta- 
veld could at that time obtain more, or any other 
anfwer. They wiflied to have had a fhorter day 
appointed, but in vain : fo the king anfwered, he 
was iatisfied that it fhould be as they determined. 

The conference broke up, and each returned to 
the town from whence he had been deputed. 

Jacob von Artaveld remained fome little time 
longer with the king of England, in order to be 
made acquainted with all his affairs : he, in return, 
promifed and alTured him that he would bring his 
countrymen over to his opinion ; but he deceived 
himfelf, and did wrong in flaying behind, and not 
being at Ghent at the time when the citizens who 
bad been deputed by the corporations of the town 
arrived there : for as foon as they were returned, 
CJdng advantage of the abfence of von Artaveld, 
they colle&ed a large meeting of high and low, in 
the market-place, and there explained to them the 
fttbjed: of the late conferences at Sluys, and what 
the king of England had required of them, through 
the advice and information of Jacob von Artaveld. 
The whole aflembly began to murmur againd him ; 
^nd this requeft was received unfavourably by all. 
They lisdd, * that if it pleafed God, they never 
woidd be pointed out, or found fo diiloyal, as to 
difinherit their natural lord^ in favour of 4 
ftranger/ 

Vpi.^ !!• H They 
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They then left the market-place, much difcotip 
tented, and angry with Artaveld. Now, fee how 
unfortunately it fell out ; for if he had gone to 
Ghent, inftead of Bruges and Ypres, and had re- 
monftrated with them upon the quarrel of the king 
of England, they would all have confented to his 
wifhes, as thofe of the two above-mentioned towns 
had done : but he trufled fo much to his profperity 
and greatnefs, that he thought he could recover 
every thing back in a little time. 

When on his return, he came to Ghent about 
mid-day, the townfmen, who were informed of the 
hour he was expected, had aflembled in the ftreet 
that he was to pais through : as loon as they law 
him, they began to murmur, and put their heads' 
clofe together, faying, ^ Here comes one who is 
too much the mafter, and wants to order in Flaiu 
ders according to his will and pleafure, which miift 
not be longer borne/ With this they had aUb 
fpread a rumour through the town, that Jacob voa 
Artaveld had colle£]bed all the revenues of Fiandere, 
for nine years and more ; that he had ufulrped the 
government without rendering an account^ for he 
did not allow any of the rents to pafs to the earl ci 
Planders, but kept them fecurely to maintain his 
own ftate, and had, during the time above men^ 
tioned, received all fines and forfeitures : of this 
great treafure, he Jiad fent part into England. TTus 
information inflamed thofe of Ghent with raget 
and, as he was riding up the ftreets, he percdved 
that there was fomething in agitation againft him f 
for thofe who were wont to falute him very relpeft- 

fttlly 
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ftt&j now turned their backs, and went into their 
iKHiTeB. He began therefore to fufped all was not 
ai ufuai ; and as foon as he had cUfmounted. and 
joitered his hdtd, he ordered the doors and winr 
4ows tp be fhut and faftened. 

Scarcely had his fervants done this^ when the 
ibeet which he inhabited was filled from one end 
Id the other with all forts of people, but efpecially 
ty the lowed of the mechanics. His manfion was 
fiirrounded on every fide, attacked and broken into 
by force* Xhofe within did all they could to de- 
fend it, and killed and wounded mai)y : but at lafl 
.they could npt hold out againft fuch vigorous at- 
;^ks, for three parts of the town were there. 

When Jacob von Artaveld faw what efforts were 
making, and bow hardly he i^s puihed, he came 
fo a window^ ^and, w;^th his head uncovered, began 
to nfe fumble ^d fine language, faying, ^ My good 
people, wj^ i^eth you ? Why are you fo enraged 
iagahlft me^ by what means can I have incurred 
jtyigr jdifpleafure ? Tell me, and I will conform my« 
jTelf entirely to your wills,' Tfaofe who had heard 
faSxa made anfwer, as with one voice, < We want 
fo have an account of the great treafures you have 
j^pde away with, without any title of reafoxi/ Artsu* 
.vdd xeplied in a foft tone, . ^ Gentlemen, be affured 
^faitihave never ts^n any diing from the trea- 
jQirvs of Flandets $ and, if you wiU return quietly 
fo your homes, and come h«re to-morrow mom-^ 
ii^ I will be provided to give fo good an account 
.fif them, that you mufl rdafonably be fatisfied/ But 
^y cried out, * No, no, w^ muft have it direftly. 

H 2 you 
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you ihall not thus efcape from us ; for we knoiK^ 
that you have emptied the treafury, and fent it into 
England j without our knowledge: you therefore 
ihall fuflfer death.* When be heard this, he cldfped 
his hands together, began to weep bitterly, and 
laid, ^ Geuittemen, fuch as I am, you yourfelyes 
have made me: you formerly fwore, you would 
proted me againft all the world ; and now, without 
any reafon, you want to murder me* Yott are cer- 
tainly matters to do it, if you pleafe ; for I am but 
one man againft you all. Think better of it, for 
the love of God : recoUeft former times, and' con- 
fider how many favours and kindnefles I have con-* 
ferred upon you. You wifli to give me a forry: 
recompenfe for all the generous deeds you have 
experienced at my hands. You are not ignorant^ 
that, when commerce was dead in this country, it 
was I who reftored it. I afterwards governed you 
in fo peaceable a manner, that under my admini- 
flration you had all things according to your wiflies; 
com, oats, riches, and all forts of merchandize 
which have made you fo wealthy.* 

They began to bawl out, * Come down, and do 
not preach to us from fuch a height ; for we will 
have an account and ftatement of the great trea* 
fures of Flanders, which you have governed too 
long without rendering any account ; and it is not 
proper for an of&cer to receive the rents of a lord» 
€r of a country, without. accounting for them.* 

When Jacob von Artaveld faw that he could not 
appeafe or calm them, he fhut the window, and in- 
tended getting out of his houfe the back way, to 

II " take 
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lake flielter in a church adjoining : but his hotel 
was akeady broke into on that fide, and upwards 
of four hundred were there calling out for him. 
At laft he was feized by them, and ilain without 
neity : his death-ftroke was given him by a fadler, 
called Thomas Denys. In this manner did Jacob 
ion Artaveld end his days, who in his time had 
been complete mafter of Flanders. Poor men firit 
raifed him, and wicked men flew him. 

News of this event was foon fpread abroad : fome 
pided him, whilfl: others rejoiced at it. 

The earl Lewis had remained all this time in 
Dendremonde, and with much pleafure heard of 
Jacob v6n Artaveld's death, as he had very much 
oppofed him in all his undertakings : neverthelefs 
lie durit not yet place confidence in thofe of Flan* 
4er8, nor return to Ghent* 

'When the king of England, who was waiting at 
Sluys for the return of the deputies, was informed 
in what manner the inhabitants of Ghent had flain 
his £udiful friend and companion Artaveld, he was 
in a mighty paffion, and fore difpleafed. He im- 
mediately departed, put to fea, and vowed ven- 
geance againft the Flemings and all Flanders, de- 
claxing that his death fliould be dearly paid for by 
them. 

The councils of the principal towns guefled that 
the king of England would be much enraged againft 
them : they therefore confidered that their beft me- 
thod to foften his anger, would be to go and excufe 
themfelves from the murder of Jacob von Artaveld, 

H 3 efpecially 
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fefpecisdly thofe of Bruges, Ypresf Courttajr, ^ude^ 
narde, and the franc of Bruges^ 

They fent to the kifig and his cotmdl for a lafe 
tonduft, that they might come over to make fhdf 
excufes } and the king, whofe anger was Ibmewhat 
tooled, granted it to them; 

The principal perfons of all the chief townd n 
Flanders, except thofe of Ghent, came into Eng^ 
land about Michaelmas. The king was at that tima 
in Weftminfter, near London. They made very 
fair excufes, aiid fwore moft folemnly that ^ they 
were guiltlefs bf the murder of von Artaveld, which 
had they fufpefted, they would have guarded and 
defended him : that they were exceedingly vexed 
at his lofe, and regretted it moft fmcerely ; for they 
knew how kind he had been to them, how iifeful 
he was in all their aflairs, and that he had reigned 
fuid governed Flanders moft wifely : that fince thofe 
of Ghent had flain him, they Ihould make ainple 
amends for it.* They alfo explained to the king 
and his fcouhcil, * that though Jacob von Artaveld 
was dead, he was not the lefs beloved, or lefe in 
the good giraces of the Flemings, feve and except 
m the inveftiture of Flanders, \^hich he wiflied to 
be taken from the earl, thdr natural lord, however 
he may be attached to the French intereft, and from 
iiis fori, thdr lawful heir, to give it to the piinfre of 
Wales ; for the Flemings would not, on any ac- 
count, liften to it. But, dear fir, you have a fine 
faniily of fons and daughters : the prince of Walee^ 
-YQipr eldeft fon, cannot fail being a great prince, 

with 
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Unth ah ample inheritance, without defiring that of 
Flanders: and you have alfo a ydung daughter; 
we have too a young lord, whom we are bringing 
up and taking care of, that will be lord of Flan- 
ders : it perhaps may be, that a marriage could be 
brought about between them, fo that the county of 
Fland^ will in the end be poffeffed by one of your 
children/ 

Thefe fpeeches foftened very much the anger and 
ill will of the king of England ; and, in the end, 
both he and the Flemings were equally' fatisfied 
with each other. Thus, by degrees, was the death 
of Jacob von Artaveld forgotten. 



CHAP- CXV. 

WILLIAM £ARL of HAINAULT IS SLAIN IN FRiEZ* 
LAND, AND MANY NOBLEMEN WITH HIM» 

AT this time and feafon, William earl of Hainault 
was laying fiege to the town of Utrecht, and 
had been there for a long time, in order to recover 
feme rights which he claimed as belonging to him* 
He prefled the fiege fo clofely by his vigorous af- 
faults, that he brought it back to its duty, and 
obtained every thing he wifhed fon 

Soon afterwards, in the fame year, about the feaft 
of St. Remy (I ft of OSober), the earl coUefted a 
large body of men at arms, knights, and fquires 
itom Hainault, Flanders^ Brabant, Holland, GueL- 
dres and Juliers ; and, embarking them on board a 
confiderabie fleet at Dordrecht, made fail for Friez^ 
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land ; for the earl confidered himfelf as lord there* 
of. If the Friezlanders had been people to liften 
to the legality and reaforiablenefs of the claim, the 
earl was entitled to it : but, as they were obftinate, 
he exerted himfelf to obtain it by force, aind waa 
flain, as well as a great many other knights and 
fquires. God have mercy on their fouls ! 

Sir John of Hainault did not accompany his ne* 
phew, but went to another part. On hearing of 
his nephew's death, he wanted to combat the Friez* 
landers like one out of his fenfes : when his fervants 
found the ftate he was in, they took him and car- 
ried him on board a veffel, whether he would or 
no* Sir Robert de Glewes, who was his body 
fquire, was moft aftive in faving him. They re- 
turned in fmall numbers, and in diforder, to Ger- 
truydenberg in Holland, where the lady Jane his 
niece, the wife of the above-mentioned earl, was 
waiting for him. She was the eldeft daughter of 
the duke of Brabant, and from that moment with% 
drew to the territory of Binch *, whi^h was hey 
dower. 

The county of Hainault remained vacant feme 
time, and was governed by fir John of Hainault, 
until the lady Margaret, mother to earl Albertj^ 
came thither, and took poffeffion of the heritage j 
to whom, all the lords did homage and fealty. 

This lady Margaret, countefs of Hainault, was 
married to the lord Lewis of Bavaria, emperor of 
Rome, and king of Germany. 

r— ■ : * 

f Binch, near Mons, in Hainault. 
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CHAP. CXVI. 

tiR JOHN OF HAINAULT QUITS THB ALLIANCE Of 
ENGLAND FOR THAT OF FRANCE. 

COON after this, king Philip of France endea- 
voured by a treaty, through the means of the 
earl of Blois^ to perfuade fu: John of Hainault to 
take part with France. He promifed to allow him 
the lame fubfidy which he received from England, 
and would affign it upon whatever lands his council 
might think beft. But fir John was not willing to 
comply ; for he had fpent the flower of his youth 
in fighting for England, and king Edward had al- 
ways ihuch loved and efteemed hira. 

When the earl of Blois, who had married his 
daughter, and had three fons by her, Lewis, John 
and Guy, found that he could not fucceed . in this 
bufinefs himfelf, he endeavoured, by means of the 
lord of Faguinelles, who was the chief friend and 
advifer of fir John, to gain his point. In order to 
make him alter his opinion of the Englifli, they 
made him believe that they would not pay him his •' 
fubfidy Tor a. confiderable time. This put fir John 
fo much out of humour, that he renounced all 
treaties and agreements which he had entered into 
with England: The king of France was no fooner 
informed of it, than he fent to him perfons fufE- 
ciently authorifed, who retained him, as well as his 
council, for France, at a certain falary ; and he re- 
compenfed him in his kingdom with a greater 
revenue than he derived from England, 
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CHAP. CXVIL 

tHE DUKE OF JlORMANDY MARCHEr WI"fli A 
GREAT ARMY INTO OASCONY, AG.AlKST TllB 
EARL OF derby; 

HTHE king of France, having received iiiformadcxi 
of the expeditions and conquefts that the earl of 
Derby had made in Gafcony, iffued a fjpecial fum* 
mons for all nobles, and others, that were capable 
of bearing arms, to affemble in the cities of Orleans 
and Bourges, and in that neighbourhood^ by a cer* 
tain day. 

In obedience to this fummons, there came to Pa* 
ris, Eudes duke of Burgundy, and his fon the earl 
of Artois and Boulogne : they prefented themfelves 
before the king with a thoufand lances. 

Next came the duke of Bourbon^ the earl of 
Ponthieu his brother j then the earl of £u Guignes, 
conftable of France, each attended by a numerous 
body of men at arms. 

The earl of Tancarville, the dauphine of Auvergne 
the earls of Forets, Dammartin, V^dome; the 
lords of Coucy, of Craon, of SuUy, of Frefnes, of 
Beaujeu, of Roye, the bifhop of Beauvais, the lord 
John of Chalons, and many othex^ aflembled at Or« 
leans ; and all thofe from the weft fide of the Loire : 
thofe from the eaftem fide and beyond Poitou, Sain* 
tong«, la Rochelle, Quercy, Limoufin, Auvergne, 
affembled in the neighbourhood^of Touloufe. Thefe 
all advanced towards Rouergue^ where they found 

great 
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|teat miildtudes collected in the city of Rhodeas^ 
aad on the borders of Auvergne and Provence. 

At laft, thefe lords were all aflembled^ with their 
iiien, in and near Touloufe, for they were too great 
in numbers to be lodged in the city : they amount- 
ed, iii the whole, to upwards of a hundred thoufimd 

m 

perfonsi This was the year of grace 1 345. 
^ Soon after the feaft of Chriftmas, the duke of 
Kormandy, who was the commander in chief of this 
arniy, fet out to join it, and ordered his marlhals, 
the lord of Montmorency and the lord of St. Venant^ 
to advance with the van; 

They came firft to the caftle of Miraumont, which 
the Englifh had conquered in the fummer, and mofl; 
Vigoroufly aifaulted it. There were within it about 
a hundred Engliihmen for its defence^ under the 
Command of John Brifcoe. 

\Wth the French were the lord Lewis of Spain^ 
and a mimb^r of Genoefe crofs-bowmen, that fpa» 
Mi none : thofe within could not defend themfelvei 
ftgamft fo fuperior a force, but were taken, and thte 
greater part of them flain, even their captain. 

Ihe marihals, having recruited their battalioiit 
Wth frefli men, advanced further, and came before 
Villefranche^ in the county of Agenois. The army 
halted there, and furrounded it on all fides. . Sir 
Thomas Cook, the governor, was not there, but 
•t Bourdeaux, whither the earl of Derby had fent 
for him. However thofe within made a vigorous de- 
fence : but, in the end, they were taken by ftorm, 
and the greater part of the garrifon put to the 
fword. 

Th« 
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. The army then marched towards the city of 
Angoul&ne, leavuig the town and cafUe of Ville* 
franche {landing undemolifhed, and without any 
guard. 

The dty of AngoulSme was clofely befieged ; and 
the governor of it for the king of England was fir 
John Norwich. 

The earl of Derby, who was at Bourdeaux, heard 
of the arrival of this gre^t army from France, and 
that they had already recaptured Miraumont, and 
Viliefranche, which they had plundered and bumt^ 
except the citadel. Having fent for four of his 
knights, in whom he placed much confidence, he 
ordered them to take fixty men at arms and 
three hundred' archers, and fet out for Villefranche 
to gain pofleilion of the caflle, which was empty) 
and put it, as well as the gates of the town, into 
good repair : if the French fhould come to attack 
them, to make a good defence, for he fhould haft- 
en to their afliftance, let it coft what it would. 
Thefe knights did according to their orders, and 
then: names were fir Stephen Tombey, fir Richard 
Heydon, fir Ralph Haftings, and fir Normaht dq 
Finefroide. 

The earl then requefted the earl of Pembroke, fir 
Walter Manny, fir Frank van Halle, fir Thomas 
Cook, fir John Touchet, fir Richard de Beauvais •. 
fir Philip Radcliff, fir Robert Neville, fir Thoma 
Bifiet,. and many other knights and fquires, ibs 
they would immediately fet oflf to defend Aiguillo* 

• Baycux.— Barnes. 
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for he (hould be very much difpleafed if he loft that 
town. 

They departed, in number about forty knights and 
fijuires, and three hundred men at arms and arch« 
ens. They got into the caftle of Aiguillon, v^here. 
they found about fix fcore brother foldiers, whom 
the earl of Derby had left there. They laid in a 
fufficient ftock of meal, and all other forts of pro- 
vifion. 

As the four firft mentioned knights were on their 
road to Villefi*anche, they colleded a quantity of 
cattle, fheep, corn, and all other provifion, which 
they drove before them to Villefranche. They en- 
tered the caftle, and repaired its walls, as well as 
thofe of the town, and were upwards of fifteen hun- 
dred fighting men, well fupplied with provifion for 
fix months. 

' The duke of Normandy was a long time b^ore 
Angouleme ; and, when he found that he made no 
impreflion by his afTaults, fo well was it defended, 
biit loft many of his people every day, he ordered 
them to ceafe from their attacks, and to take up 
their quarters nearer the city. One day during this 
liege, the fenefchal of Beaucaire came to the duke, 
and faid, ^ Sir, I am very well acquainted with all 
this country ; and, if you will let me have fix hun- 
dred men at arms, I will make an excurfion, in 
fearch of cattle and provifion ; for very fhortly, if 
we remain here, we Ihall be in need of. both.' 
This was very agreeable to the duke and his coun- 
cil ; and on the morrow morning, the fenefchal took 
thofe kjiights and fquires who were defirous of ad- 
vancement. 
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vaRcement* Among thofe who placed themfe!v» 
under his command were the duke of Bourbon, his 
brother the earl of Ponthieu, the earls of Tancar* 
ville, Forfits, the dauphine of Auvergncj the lords 
of Pons» of Partenay, of Coucy, of Daubighy, of 
AufTemont, of Beaujeu, fir Guifcard d* Angle, 
the lord of Saintre, and many others, to the amount 
of nine hundred lances. 

Towards the evening they mounted their horfes^ 
and, riding all night, came about the dawn before 
a large town called Athenis *, which had but lately 
furrendered to the Englifli. A fpy came to the fe? 
nefchal, and informed him that in the town there 
were fix fcore men at arms, Gafcons and Englifb^ 
and three hundred archers, who would defend them.« 
felves well, if they were attacked : ' but,* added tbj^ 
fpy, ' I have obferved that their cattle are without 
the town ; and in a me^idow underneath it are twp 
hundred large beafts feeding.* The fenefchal then 
addreffedhimfelf to his companions, and faid, ^ Gen«* 
tiemen, I think it moil advifable that you flioui<t 
remain in this valley : I will go, with fixty men, to 
colleft the booty, which I will drive this way ; and 
I am miftaken, if the Englifh do not'fally out, thinks, 
ing to refcue them, which will throw them into your 
power.' This was executed ; and the fenefchalj 
accompanied by fixty companions well mounted. 

■^ I ■ I ■ » 11 M ^ ■ I ■ I ■ I .1 ■ ■ II I I 1^1 , n 
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* Mr. Barnes makes it yfrtcems ; but that is too .far off 5 and 
he quotes du ChefnCy p ige 663. In my opinion. It mud be St. 
Jean d*Atfgely^ as that is in Saintonge, and not too far diflanjE: 
for thisexcurfion* 
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ftkle through bye rodes round the town, until he 
came to the fine meads, where the cattle were paft- 
uring. 

He then feparated his companions, for them to 
colled the beads together, and drive them under the 
walls of the town by a different road. 

The watch on the walls and on the caftle, fedng 
this, began to make a great noife and to found die 
alarm to awaken their fellow-foldiers and the townf* 
men ; for, as it was very early, many w^sre ^eep ; 
they immediately began to ftir, and, faddling their 
horfeSt aiTembled in the market*place^ 

They came there as well arn>ed as they could^ 
and left none in the town but fervants. ITie £ng« 
liih were very eager in the purfuit, to recover their 
cattle, crymg out to the French, * You muft not 
think to get off fo/ The fenefchal hafte^od the more, 
€o that ithe Englifli fell into the ambufcade, which 
attacked them ; and, through the diforder they were 
in by their too great eagemefs, in the fps^ce of an 
hour they were all overcome. Their captain, fir 
^Stephen Lacy, was made prifoner, as well as thofe 
who, through a point of honor^ were around him^ 
thereff were.fl^n. 

The French then made for the town, which they 

entered by ftorm ; for there were none to defend 

it.. The firft battalion which entered was that of 

the duke of Bourbon, Thefe lords took pofIei]ion 

of it ; and, having placed a new garrifon and gover* 

nor, they fet out with all their booty and prifoners, 

and returned the next day to the army before An« 

goulpme. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding there were many greater lords m 
this expedition than the fenefchal of Beaucaire, he 
had all the honor and glory of it. 
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CHAP. CXVIII. 



SIR JOHN NORWICH ESCAPES FROM ANGOULEM£, 
WHEN THAT TOWN SURRENDERS TO THE 
FRENCH* 

TTHE lords of France remained for a very confi-t 
derable time before Angouleme. The French' 
overran all the country which had been conquered 
by the Englifh : they created much trouble, andj^ 
whenever they found a fit opportunity, brought to 
their canip many prifoners and much pillage : the 
two brothers of Bourbon acquired great praife 
from all, as they were the foremoft in every excu]% 
lion. 

When fir John Norwich, the governor of An* 
gouleme, found t^at the duke of Normandy would 
not break up the fiege until he had gained the city ; 
that his provifions were growing Ihort, and. that th^ 
earl of Derby (hewed no figns of coming to his re* 
lief : having alfo perceived that the inhabitants were 
much inclined to the French, and would have turned 
to them before, if they had dared : he began to be 
fufpicious of treafon, and bethought how he could 
beft fave himfelf and his companions^ 

On the eve of the Purification, he came on the 
battlements of the walls of the city alone, without 

having 
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Jiaving jnentiqndd . to any cine his iatentlons, and 

madQ (igns with his cap that he wanted to fpeak with 

-(91^6 onefropi the army. Thofe who had noticed 

the fignal came to know what he wanted : he. (aid, 

^ he wHhed to fpeak witl^ my lord the duke of Nor- 

n^aqdy, or with one of his marfhak.* They went to 

. infprni the .duke 6f this, who came there, attended 

by* fome of his knights. As foon as fir John faw 

the duke, he, pulled off his cap, and faluted him. 

:The d^ke jeturped the falute, and faid, ^ Sir John, 

. ho.w £areS;it/with you ? Are you inclined to fuf reyi- 

cdisfvyourfelf ?* ^ I have no intentions to do that,* re- 

.,pli^£r John ; ' but I could wifh to entreat of you, 

. jn;yev42rence to the feaft of our Lady, whiph is tp- 

mf^TTQWy that you would grant us a truce for that 

;day.pply3|t)iat neither of us may hurt the other, but 

rem^ }n;peace.* 

The duke faid, * he was willing to confent to it.* 

-: Early, the next morning, which was Candlemas 

day, fir John and his companions armed themfelves, 

. and packjfd up all they had. They, then ordered 

, one jof the gatea to .be ppened, and iflued forth ; 

which being perceived by the army, fome part of it 

- jbcgaa .ta put itfelf in motion : fir John, upon this, 

. rpde up to them, and faid, * Gentlemen, gentle- 

.^nien,|l>ew;|are that you do no harm to us ; for ,ve 

; have .had a truce agreed on for this whole day,, as 

'^you.muft' know, by the duke of . Nonpandy ; and 

. we fliallnpt touch you. . If you have not been in- 

. formed.pf it,.go and inquire ; for. we can, upon the 

faith of this truce, ride and go where ever we pleafe.* 

This information was brought to the. duke, and he 

:VoL. II. I was 
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was alkfed what was to be done, who repKed, • Let 
them go, in God's name, whatever way they choofe ; 
for we cannot force them to flay. I will keep jthc 
promife I made them.* /.;; 

Thus fir John NorwiclTpafled through the whole 
French army unhurt, and took the road to Aiguil- 
lon. When thofe who were in garrifon there heard 
in what manner he had efcaped and faved his men, 
they faid he had afted very cunningly. 

The inhabiitnts of Arigouleme held a council on 
Candlemas day, and determined to furrender them* 
felves to the duke : they fent perfons properly au« 
thorifed to treat, who managed fo well, that the 
duke fhewed them mercy, and pardoned them. 
He entered the city and caftle, where he received 
their homage, and appointed fir Anthony de Vil- 
liers governor, with a hundred foldiers to defend 
It. 

The duke afterwards decamped, and came before 
the caftle of Damazan *, which he laid fiege to for 
fourteen days. There were continued affaults ; but 
at laft it was taken, and all within it, Gafcons and 
Englifli, put to the fword. 

The duke gave thLs caftle and its dependencies to 
a fquire, from Beaufle, named the Borgne de Nul- 
ly. He then came before Tonniensf, which is 
fituated on the Garonne, and which he found well 
provided with Gafcons and Englifli. There were 
many attacks and fldrmiflies ; and he remained ibme 
- ■ ■ ■ ■ ... ■ . ' ■__i ^_^ 

* A town in Gafcony, in the cledion of Condom, 
f Dioc£&.of Agen. ^ 

time 
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time before iL However, at lad they f urrendered^ 
upon condition of preferving their lives and fortunes^ 
and to be conduded in fafety to BourdeaUx. When 
thefe foreigners had left it, the town entered under 
obedience to the duke, who (laid here with his 
whole army, and on the banks of the Garcime, 
until after Eafter, when he advanced towards port 
St. Marie upon the fame riven 

There were about two hundred Englifh to defend 
the town and this pafl^ge, who had ftrongly forti* 
fied it; but they, and all within, were taken by 
aflault. The French, after they had repaired and 
reinforced it with men at arms, fet out and took the 
road towards Aiguillon. 



CHAP, CXIX. 

THE DUKE OF NORMANDY LAYS SIEGE TO AtOjCJlL* 
LON, WITH A HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN. . 

TTHE noblemen of France, under the command 
of the duke of Normandy, pufhed on until they 
came before the caftle of Aiguillon, when they en- 
camped and divided their forces in the eztenfive and 
handfome meadows on the banks of the river Ga- 
ronne, which is navigable for great veflels. Each 
lord was pofted with his own people, and every 
company by itfelf, according to the orders of the 
maWhals of the army. 

This fiege continued until the beginning of Odo- 
ber } and there were upwards of one hundred thou- 

1 2 fand 
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fand men in arms, including cavalry -and infantrjr. 
Thofe within were obliged to defend themfelves 
agairift this army two or three times every day, and 
raoft commonly fromnoon until eve^thout ceafmg ; 
for there were continually pouring upon them -frefli 
forces, 'Genoefe or others, who gave them no re- 
pdfe. 

The chiefs of the French army found ihey could 
never attacjk, with advantage, thefortrefs, urilefe'Aey 
pafled the river, which was wide and deep : the duke^ 
therefore, ordered a bridge to be eonftniSied, that 
they might crofs it : three hundred wofkmen were 
employed atthis'bridge, who worked day and night. 
As foon as the knights who were in AigulUon per- 
ceived that this bridge was nearly finifhed, and that 
one half of it was completed, they prepared three 
veffels, in which they embarked, and, driving away 
the workmen and guards, mllantly deflroyed v/hzt 
had* t^en' fo ^much iiime to make. 

Tbeilords ofrFKUice, ieeing this, got iready^other 
veffels to attack them, in which they placed a num- 
ber of men at arms, Genoefe crbfs^bowmen and in- 
fantry, and ordered the workmen to continue their 
works, under the fupport of thefe guards. 

'When thefe workmen were thus employed, fir. 
Walter Manny, and fome of his compamons,' em- 
barked about noon, and, dafliing upon them, made 
them quit their work and run off : he foon delfaroy- 
ed all that they had done. This kind of Ikinnifli 
was continued daily ; but at laft the Trench .fent 
fuch large detachments to guard the workmen, 

that 
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that the bridge ipas completed in a good and (trong 
manner. 

Th0 anny theni paffed over it in order of battle, 
and attacked the caftle for the fpace of one whole 
dajf, but did no great harm ; and, in the evenings 
they retreated to their camp, where they were plea- 
tiifblly fupplied with every thing. 

Thofe within the cadle repaired what damage 
had been done, fiDr they had plenty of workmeat 
On the morrow,, the French refolved to divide their 
araiy into four divifions ; the firft of which ihould 
make an^ attack on this fortrefs from the dawn until 
abofutnine o'clock ;. the fecond,. from that time till 
noon J, the third, from noon till four o'clock ; and 
the fiourth divifion^ from that time till night. This 
mode of attack was continued for fix fucceflive 
days. However, thofe within the caftle were never 
ib much harafled but that they could defend them* 
feives valiantly ; and their enemies gained nothing 
but the bridge, which was be£3re the caftle. 

The French brds, upon this, held a council, and 
fimt to Touloufe for eight of their largeft battering 
engines, and conftruded four other large ones upon 
the fpot. Thefe twelve engines caft ftones into the 
fortrefs day and night ; but the befieged had taken 
fuch pains to avoid what mifchief they could do, 
that they only deftroyed the roofs of the houfes: 
they had alfo made counter«engines, which played 
upon thofe of their enemies, and in a fhort fpace of 
time totally ruined fix of them. 
. During this fiege, fir Walter Manny made fre- 
queAt excurfions beyond the river, with about fix 

1 3 fcore 
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psndendesj to make an attack with their men, from 
the morning until noon ; and thofe from Rouergue, 
CahorSy and Agenois, to continue it from their re- 
treat until the evening. The duke promifed to any 
of his foldiers -who fhould gain the draw-bridge of 
the cafUe a reward of a hundred golden crowns *• 
The duke, in order to aflift this attack, commanded 
a number of veflels and barges to come down the 
river, in which many embarked to crofs it, whilft 
the remainder pafled over the bridge. Thofe in 
the cafUe made a gallant defence ; but at laft, fome 
of the French got into a fmall boat, and, pafEng 
under the bridge, faflened flrong hooks and chains 
to the draw-bridge, with which they pulled fo luftily, 
that they broke the iron chains which held the 
bridge, and forced it down. 

The French, fo eager were they to gain the pro* 
mifed reward, leaped upon the bridge in fuch hafte, ^ 
that they tumbled over each other. The befieged 
flung down upon them ftones, hot lime, large 
beams, and boiling water, fo that many were hurt, 
sind drowned in the ditches. The bridge, however, 
was taken, though it coil them more than it was 
worth : but they could not gain the gate : there- 
fore, as it was late, they returned to their camp^ 
for they had need of reft ; and thofe w¥th&i the 
caftle iallied out, and repaired the bridge, making 
it (Ironger than it was before. 

On the next day, two principal engineers came 
to the duke, and faid. If he would find them wood 

* 6s* 8d. euch. — Barnes. 
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afld workmen, they would build for him t*fa ftich - 
high towers, as, when they were adranced'to the 
Willis of the caflle, (hould overtop theiku The duke 
commanded all the carpenters of the cototry to be • 
fent for, and handfomely paid. Thefe-four to*i5r$ - 
were conftrufted, and placed on the decfcsof fou|f- 
lirge veffels ; but they took a long time in makings 
and coft much money* Tbofe ordered upon this, 
atiack enibarked 'oti board the veffels, and, v/hen : 
th^y'were about hilf Way over the rivfer, the be^.' 
...^ fiteged let off foijr ma rti n e t s*, which they' ha4* 
Titv/lf coiiftrufted, to defend themfelves againft 
thefe towers, Thefe four' martinets cift fuch large* 
(l(3Wes,'and fo tery rapidly ^ that the men at arms* 
in the' towers were much hurt^by them ; aAd^ having 
no means to fliield themfelves, they returned bick- 
as feft as they were able : but in their retreat dne 
of thi veffels foundered' and funk*; the* greater 
niimber of thofe that were on board were drownedj - 
which was a great pity, as they were chiefly vaKant' 
knigKts who were eager to diftinguHh thetaadfelves. 

When the dukb found that' this fcheme did not 
anfwer his expeftations, he ordered them to difem^ 
baric from the three remaining veffels. He wa^ at 
a lofs what plan' to follow, by which he could gata^ 
the caftle 6f Aiguillon ; for he had vowed he would 
never quit the place until he was mafter of it and 
the garrifon, unlefs the king, his father, ordered 



♦ Du Cvinge, fupplement, under the vrord MwtMehiSt 
caHs It im inftrument of war, and quotes this paiEige^for his 
authority, but does not explain it farther. 
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olhert irif e^ The lolxls therefore advifed him ta fend 
the CoiiftalU^ of France and the earl of Tancarville 
to P^s,' tb inform king PhiUp of the ftate of the 
ikgfSy and' to kiiow if the king wiihed the dake of 
Normandy to continue before AiguiUon^ mitil he 
hadj through famine^ made himfelf- matter of it^ 
fihce he could not gain it by force. 

Ther king- of England, having heard how much, 
piisfed his people were in the caftle of Aiguillon, 
determined to lead a great army into Gafcony. Hq. 
let about making his preparations, fummoned aU the 
'vaflals in his kingdom, and coUe&ed forces fix>m' 
vdiatever quarter h^ could, that were willing tor 
enter into his pay. « 

About this time fu" Godfrey de I^uxourt^^ who 
htd been baiiifhed from France, arrived in England* 
He was received by the kii\g in his palace } and he 
affigned over to him a handfome eftate in England, 
teMpamfain hini, fuit^ble to his rsu^ Soon after 
AisV the king aflembled a large fleet of i&ips at 
SoQthanpton, and fent thither his men at arms and 
fais^ archers*. 

Alipnt St. John the Baptift's day i^6, the king; 
tdok leave of th^ queen, and, fetting out, left her 
t^'the eai'e of his coufm, the earl of Kent. He 
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* Eilward appoints his fon, Lionel^ lieutenant of the 
realm* cduring his abrence> by an ordinance dated Porchefter, 
5th June 1346. — Rymer. 

He Mfas at Porcheller the ift and 2d of July I346,— 
RyMsk. 

John d- Offord, chancellor, delivered up the great feal to 
John de Thorcfby, the zd July, in the ifle of Wight. 

appointed 
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appointed th^ lord Percy, and the lord Neville of* 
Raby, the archbifhop of York, the bifhop of Dur* 
ham, arid the bifhop of Lincoln, to be his lieute- > 
nants for the northern parts o( his kingdom ; and : 
he did not take fo many forces out of the realm * 
but that there was a fufficieiicy of men at arms left* 
to defend it, fhould there be occafion. He took. 
th(& road for Southampton, where he tarried imtil 
he had a favourable wind, when he embarked with- 
his whole army. 

On board the king's fhip were the prince of 
Wales and fir Godfrey de Harcourt : the other 
Fords, earis and barons embarked with their men, ' 
as they had been ordered. There might be about, 
four thoufand men ' at arms, and ten thoufand 
archers, not including the Irifli and the Welfh, who 
followed the army on foot. 

I will enumerate the names of thofe lords that 
accompanied king Edward. I muft mention UrOi 
the prince of Wales, who at that time was only 
thirteen* years old, or thereabouts: there were 
Humphry Bohun earl of Hereford and EfTex, his 
brother William Bohun earl of Northampton, Tho- 
mas Beauchamp earl of Warwick, Richard Fitzalan 
cari of Arundel, John Vere earl of 0:rfbrd, William 
Clinton earl of Huntington, Robert Huflford earl 



• This is a xniftake ; for lie was bom the 15th June 1330: 
he muft therefore have been fixteen. 

I have copied the names out of Barnes' life of Edw:ird III., 
wherein he irientio;as that twenty-two of them, fiom Jord 
iTghtred, are taken from an old MS. ip C. C. C. Jibrary, 
Cambridge, intituled, * Add Edwardi filii, Edwarditertii.* 

of 
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of Suffolk -: of barons, there were the young lord 
Roger Mortimer, the lord Gerard Lifle, and his 
kinfman the lord John Lifle, the lord Reginald 
Cobham, the lords John and Roger Beauchamp, 
the lord John Moubray, the lord William Roos of 
Hamlake, the lord Thomas Lucy of Cockermouth, 
the lord William Felton, the lord Thomas Bradeftan, 
the lord Ralph Baffet of Sapcoat, John lord Wil- 
loughby of Erelby, the lord Peter Manly fifth of 
the name, Thomas lord Ughtred, John lord Fitz- 
waker, William lord JCerdefton, the lord Roger 
Say, the lord Almaric de St. Amand, the lord Ro^- 
bert Bourchier, the lord John le Strange, the lord 
Edward Montagu, the lord Richard Talbot, the 
lord John Mohun of Dunfter, William lord Boteler 
of Wemme, Robert lord Ferrers, John lord Sey- 
mor, John lord Grey, William lord Botreaux, the 
lord Hugh Spencer, the lord John Striveling, Mi- 
chael lord Poynings, Robert lord Morley, Thomas 
lord Aihley, John lord Sutton, the lord Nicholas 
Cantilupe, and others : of knights-bachelors, fir 
John Chandos, the lord Peter Audley, and the lord 
James Audley, the lord Bartholomew Burgherft 
junior, the lord Thomas Holland, the lord Fulk 
Rtzwarren, fur Richard Pembridge, and feveral 
others. 

There were few ftrangers : only fir Oulphart de 
Guiftelles, from the country of Hainault, and five 
Dr fix knights from Germany, whofe names I have 
forgotten. 

When they embarked, the weather was as favour- 
able ^js the king could wilh, to carry him to Gaf- 

cony; 
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cxmy ;, bat on the third day,, the wind was £b eoiir 
trarjy they vfeve driven upon the coafts of Cora^ 
waUy whei e they eafl anchor> and remaiued for lui 
days* and fix nigbt!s» During this time, the king 
altered hi& mind with refped^ to going towards Ga£» 
c^^ey, through the advice and reprefentations of fir 
GodCrey de Harcourt, who comyinced hua dmt it 
VfCKid he more for his intereft to land in Normandy^ 
by fHdn words as thefe : ^ Sir^i that province k osir 
of the moil fertile in the world ; and I will anfwer 
on my head, that you may land in any part of it 
j€Kk ihull pleafe without hindrance, for no one wiU 
th^nh of oppofmg yoiu The Normans hiMe not 
been accuAomed to the ufe of arms ^ and all the 
]ai%^ood, that otherwife wotild have been there^ 
are at prefent with the duke before Aiguillon» Yon 
will find in Normandy rich towns and handibme 
caftlesy without any means of defence, and your 
people will gam wealth enough to fuffice them fin: 
twenty years to come. Yonr fleet may adfo foHovr 
you,, u^ the river Qme, as far as Caen. I therev 
fore intreat you will Uilen, and give belief to what 
I fay.* 

The king^ who^ at that time was in the flower of 
i»^ youth, and who defired nothing better than to 
combat his enemies, paid much attention to whM 
fir Godfrey de Harcourt, whom he called Comfin^ 
bad faid. He commanded his failors to fteer ihrait 
for Kormandy, and ordered the flag of the adnikal^ 
the earl of Warwick, to be hoifted on board hisfliqp*: 
be took the lead, as admiral of the fleet, and made 
for Normandy, with a very favoiiral^^i^ wind. The 

fleet 
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fleeUmchored near to die ^flyores ^iCcntantm^^'Mtf 
llie:kii^laiuied,ai:a|aG0t;csLUed LaHogueSt. 
News of his arrival was foon fpread ahroad!: k 
told all over the .countiy, chat jthe Englifli had 
landed with a very great army. Meffengers were 
inftaady difpatched to Paris, to the king, from the 
tonens of Ckxutaado. *He had ^already been jnfonrnd* 
that-die kmg ofiEngland :had embasjteda oomemus 
army, and was on the coafts of Normandy laod 
Brittany^ but he was jiot.fure for what particuljyr 
partSie meant to m^e. As feon, therefore, as 'he 
heard the Englifli had lande^ he fent for his con* 
ftahle, Jthe eai'l of Cuignes, and the ear} of Tan- 
carville, in^ho were juft come from Aiguiflon, an^ 
ordered Aem to fet oflF diteftly for Caen, to de- 
fend that jplace and the neighbourhood againil the 
EngUlh; 

They relied, they would cheerfilUy do It, to the 
utmoft of their power, and left the king at Paris, 
taking with them a number of men at anns, v?hpfe 
ranks were every day increafing, and rode on tp 
Caen, where they were received moft joyfully by 
the inhabitants and the good people of the country, 
who had retired thither, with their effefts. Th^^Cb 
lojtds immediately made inquiries into the ^ftate df 
the town, which at that time was not walled, and 
ordered arms to be prepared, to fupply everyone 
with ihenf according to his degree. 

We will now return to the kin^ of England, who 
baa landed at la Hogue St. Vaft, not far.ftom St. 

* (^outanttDy^a dtlhifl •£ Normandy « of which Coutaace 
IS the capital town. ^ r *- 

' Sauveur 
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Sauveur le Vicomte ♦, the inheritance of fir God- 
frey de Harcourt, who at that time was a parti&n 
of England!. 



CHAP. CXX. 

THE KIKO O^ BNGLANp MARCHES INTO NOR- 
MANDY WITH HIS ARMY, IN THREE BATTA«- 
LIONS. 

^y^HEN the fleet of England waS all fafely ar- 
rived at la Hogue, the king leaped on fhor^ 
iirft ; but by accident he fell, and with fuch violence 
that the blood gufhed out at his nofe : the knights 
that were near him faid, ^ Dear fir, let us intreat 
you to return to your fhip, and not think of land- 
ing to-day, for this is an unfortunate omen/ The 
king inftantly replied, * For why ? I look upon it 
as very favourable, and a fign that the land is de- 
firous of me.* 

. His people were much pleafed with this anfwer. 
The king and his army lay that night upon the 
lands. In the mean time, they difembarked their 
baggage, armour and horfes ; and there was a coun- 
cil held, to confider how they could afl: moft advan- 
tageoufly* The king created two marflials of his 
army : one was fir Godfrey de Harcourt j the other 

* ■ 

. • D?ocefb <>{ Coutances. 

f On the king's landing at la Hogue> he created the 
prince of Wales a knight> and, in confequence, demanded 
the ufual aid on fuch occafions, dated Calais* the nativity 
4rf our Lady, 1346*— Ryb^r. 

the 
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the earl of Warwick : and he made the earl of 

Arundel his conftable. He ordered the earl of 

Huntington to remain with his fleet, with a hundred 

or fix fcore men at arms, and four hundred archers. 

He then held another council refpefting the order 

of march, and determined to divide the army into 

three battalions ; one of which fhould advance on 

his right, following the fea-coaft, and another on 

his left ; and he himfelf, with the prince his fon^ 

and the m^ body, in the centre. Every night, 

the marfliars battalion was to retire to the quarters 

of the king. They thus began their march, as they 

had refolved upon : thofe who were on board the 

fleet coafted the fhores, and took every veflfel^ great 

and fmall, they met with. Both the armies of fea 

and land went forward, until they came to a ftrong 

town, called Barfleur*, which they foon gained;, 

the inhabitants having furrendef ed immediately, for 

fear of lofing their lives : but that did not prevent 

the town from being pillaged and robbed of gold, 

filver, and every thing precious that could be found 

Aerein. There was fo much wealth, that the boys 

of the army fet no value on gowns trimmed with 

for. They made all the townfmen quit the place, 

and embarked them on board the fleet ; for they 

did not choofe that, after they had continued their 

march, they ihould coUeft together, and attack 

them. 

After the town of Barfleur had been pillaged, 
but not burnt, they fpread themfelves over the 

^W— — — ^— — i«i— — ■*- 111 i« I I Mii.ai I ■ ■■ 

* Diocefe of Coucances. 
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doin^j nezr the f^a-coaft, .>y:here they cpd ^what- 
ever th^y pl^afed, for there were none to c{)p9fe 
•ihem* 

Th^y: advanced until .^ey Qfiine {o a considerable 
ai^d. wealthy tovoi ca;ll€}d Cherbioiurg *, which- they 
bupit ,and . pillaged ia part; but they could not 
. tQpnquex;- -the cai^le, as^ it was^ too .ftrong, and wdl 
.'g^ififon^. with men at arms : ^ey .therefore pa0ed 
qn, and'j^aipe before Montebovirg, n^ar Valognes, 
, which ^hey pillaged, and then fet< fire to it. In t};^ 
^mann^r did they plunder aqd burn, a great ms^y 
.towns in that country,^ and acquire^ fo .n^uch^ nf:h^ 
that, itiwould have been di0icult to Jbifi^e qoupl^ed 
th^w^th. They afterwards marph^d to^a.-^^wy 
•jconfidemble town, and well inclpfe4» ^a^kd, Qstfrw- 
tgn t, which had a itrong caltle, g»ri(bnied } by:;a 
jHumber of foldiers. Thofe lonjsi thgt yreye, qn 
;boayd th^ fleet then difembarked. with thi^ir people, 
. and made a vigorous attack upon it ;. which, when 
.the to wnfmen perceived, they were feJ^ul of lo fiag 
their ownilivcs, as well as thofe of 'their, wives and 
children, , and opened the gates to them, in Tpite of 
the men at arms and foldiers that .were .withui the 
town. I They voluntarily offered the Engliih.all .they 
.had, thinking it befb for their advantage. 

The m/en at arms, finding the inhabitants deter- 
.TPined to admit the Engliih, retired into the fortrsfs, 
which was very ftrong; and the Englifh entered 
thQ.tQ^ ; but, not thinking it right to leave fo 
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•J- Al^oiit three leagues from tlie fea,'diocefe of Coutance.c« 
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/Irong a place behind them, for two fucceflive days 
they kept up a ftrong aflault againft the caAle* 
^Thofe within, not hearing of any afiiflance coming 
to them, furrendered, on condition of their lives and 
fortunes being fpared* They marched out, and with- 
drew to another part of the country. 

The £ngli(h did what they pleafed in the town 

and caftle ; but, finding that they could not con*» 

veniently keep them, they burnt and deftroyed 

both, and forced the inhabitants to embark on board 

thdr fleet, ^4 go ^^h them, as they had done to 

thofe of Barfleur, Cherbourg, Montebourg, and 

^ the other towns which they had plundered on 

the iesNToaft. 

We will now return to the expedition of the 
long Gf England. 

As foon as he had fent part of his army under 
jtlie command of the earl of Warwick, one of his 
marflials, and the lord Reginald Cpbhamy along 
tlie iea-coait, as you have heard, he fet out frpn^ 
laHogue, where he was lodged, under the guidance 
of fir Godfrey de-Harcourt, who was well acquainted 
ymth every part of Normandy. 

Sir Godfrey, as marlhal, advanced before the 

kmg, with the van*guard of five hundred armed 

jmen and two thouland archers, and rode on for 

fix or fieven leagues diftance from the main army, 

jbuniing and deftroying the country. They found 

it rich and plentiful, abounding in all things ; the 

))a.ms fulj of every fort of com, and the houfes 

with riches : the inhabitants at their eafe, having 

yoJL. n. ^ cars, 



cars, cairts, horfes, fwine, (heep, and every thing m 
abundance which the country afforded. 

They feized whatever they chofe of all thefe good 
things, and brought them to the king's army ; but 
the foldiers did not give any account to their offi- 
cers, or to thofe appointed by the king, of the gold 
and filver they took, which they kept to themfelves. 
In this manner did fur Godfrey, every day, proceed 
on the left of the king's army, and each night re* 
turned, with his party, to the place where he kneW 
the king intended fixing his quarters. Sometimes^ 
when he found great plenty of forage and booty, 
he was two or three days before he returned. The 
king therefore, with the army and baggage, ad» 
vanced towards St. Lo*, in Coutantin; but, before 
he arrived there, he took up his quarters on the 
banks of the river, to wait for the return of that 
part of his army which he had fent along the fea- 
coaft. 

When they were come back, with all their booty 
fafely packed in waggons, the eatrl of Warwick, the 
earl of Suffolk, the lord Thomas Holland, and the 
lord Reginald Cobham, took thar march, with their 
battalion, on the right, burning and deftroying .the 
country in the fame way that fir Godfrey de Har- 
court was doing. The king marched, with th^ 
main body, between thefe two battalions ; juid every 
night they all encamped together. 
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CHAP- CXXI. 

THE KINO QF FRANCE COLLECTS 4 I,ARS]^ FORCE, 
TO OPPOSE THB KING OF ENGLANP. 

•Y*HUS, whilft the Englifti were burning and de* 
ftroying great part of Normandy, the kin^ of 
France was hot idle, but had iflfued out his fumr 
mons to the lord John of Hainault, who came to 
him with a powerful company of knights from 
Ifeunault and eifewhere { he alfo fent tp every earl^ 
baron and knight that were dependent on him. 
They obeyed his fummons in fuch numbers as 
France haul not feen for a hundred years { but as 
tho& in foreign countries were at great diftances^ 
they were long before they arrived, and the king 
of England had overrun and deftroyed the whole 
diftrid of Coutaatin in Normandy, to its great de- 
triment. 

Wh^ king Philip firft heard of the deflruftion 
die king ef England was making in his realm, he 
f^ore that the Englifli (hould never return without 
his having combated with them ; and, that the mif- 
cbief they had done to his people (hould be dearly • 
]n4d for. He haftened, therefore, to difpatch his 
letters < he feat firft to his good friends in the em- 
pire, becaufe they were at the greateft diflance, and 
alfij to the gaiiant kmg of Bohemia, whom he much 
loved, and to the lord Charles of Bohemia his fon, 
who had tjien the title of king of Germany, which 
f^e had obtained, as w^ well known, through the 
^flueoce of ^s father and the kin^ of jFr^nce, and 

K^9 h9 



he had already quartered the arms of the empire* 
King Philip intreated of them to come fpeedily to 
his affiftance,'for he was impatient to meet the 
Jlnglifh, who were defpoiling his kingdom. 

Thefe lords had no intention of excufing thenb- 
f($lves, but fet about colleding a large body of men 
at armsi^ fro^ Germany, Bohemia and Luxem^ 
bourg, and came to the king of France with a 
powerful anny. 

The king of France wrote alfo to the duke of 
Lorraine, who came to ferye hiitt with upwards dF 
tfiiree hundred lances. 

The earl of Savoy*, the earl of Saltzbui*gh, tha 
earl of Flanders, and earl William of Namur, casse. 
alfo to king Philip, each of them with a very haad* 
fome company. 

Yon before heard the manner of the king of 
England's march : the two marfhals oix the nght 
and left, and the king and prince of Wales ia . thfL- 
centre* They advanced by fhort marches; aixd 
every day they encamped between ten adod CweKn^; 
o'clock. They found the country fo aboundiiig 
with proviHons, that they had no need to leek for 
forage, except wines, of which there was a reafotti-i 
able quantity. Tt is not to be wondered at^ if jthfc; 
people of the country were alarmed'and fr%hteinBd:$ 
for they had never feen any. men at anns^ and: 
knew nothing of war or battles : they therafMe-^ 
fied before the Englifh, as Icon a& ever, they tieard 
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• The earl of Savoy did not cemc, as yot wHB'fct'Air- 
■tji^ on* « . . 
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trley werd coming, leaving their houfes and bams 
quite full, for they had neither means nor ?:*t to 
fave them. 

The king of England and prince of Wales had, 
in their battalion, about three thoufand men at 
arms, fix thoufand archers, ten thoufand infantry, 
without counting thofe that were under the maf- 
flials ; and they marched on iu the manner I have 
before mentioned, burning and deflroying the coun- 
try, but without breaking their line of battle. They 
did not turn towards Coutances, but advanced to 
St. Lo, in Coutantin, which in thofe days was a 
very rich and commercial town, and worth three 
iuch towns as Coutances. In the town of St. Lo 
was much draper}^ dnd many wealthy inhabitants : 
among them, yoii might count eight or nine fcore 
that wejfe engaged in comtnerce. 

When the king of Englaild Was come near to 
the town, he encamped : he would not lodge in it 
for fear of fire. He fent, therefore, his advanced 
^ard forward, who foon conquered it, at a trifling 
lofe, and completely plundered it. No one can 
imagine the quantity of riches they found ifi it, nor 
the number of bales of cloth. If there had been 
any purchafers, they might have bought enough at' 
^ very cheap rate. 

The 'Englifh then advanced towards Caen^ which 
is a much larger town, ftronger, and fuller of dra- 
peries stnd all other forts of merchandize, rich citl- 
tsens, noble dames and damfels, and fine churches. 
In particular, there are two very rich monafteries ; 
one dedicated to St. Stephen, and the other to the 

K 3 Trinity. 
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'Trinity. The caftle is fituated on one fide of tlici 
town : it is the handfomeft in all Normandy : and ' 
fir Robert de Blargny was governor, with a gar- 
rifon of three hundred Genoefe. 

In the heart of the town was the earl of Eu and 
of Guignes, the conftable of France, and the earl 
of Tancarville, with a crowd of men at arms* The 
king rod^ on, very prudently ; and, having united 
his three battalions, he took up his quarters, for 
that night, in the fields, two fhort leagues from 
Caen, near a town called Eftreham*, where there 
is a haven. He ordered the earl of Huntington, 
whom he had made admiral of his fleet, to fail for 
that place. The conftable of Francej and the other 
lords who wei*e aflembled in Caen, watched it well 
that night ; and, on the morrow, they armed them- 
felves, and ^11 the inhabitants. After they were 
drawn out, the conftable and the earl of Tancarville 
ordered that no one fliould leave the town, but 
fiiould guard Avell the bridge, the gates, and the 
Hver. They gave up the fuburbs to the Englifh, 
becaufe they were not inclofed ; and they thought 
they fliould find fufiicient employment to guard the 
town, which was only defended by the river< The 
townfmen, however, faid, they would march out 
into the plains, as they were in fufiicient force to 
fight with the Englifli. When the conftable per- 
ceived their willingnefs, he laid, * It fliall \>e fo 
then; but^ in God's name, you fliall not fight 

♦ Eftrehaxn> — diocefe of Bayeux, at the Tnoutb of the 
river Orne, four leagues from C^en. 
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without me.' They then marched out of the town, 
in handfome order, and made a (how, as if they 
would fight valiantly, and ri(k their lives upon the 
event.* 
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CHAP. CXXII. 

THE BATTLE OF CAEN. THE ENGLISH TAKB THK 

TOWN. 

/^N this day the Englifti rofe Very early, and 
made themfelves ready to march to Caen : the 
king heard mafe before fun-rife, and afterwards 
mounting his horfe, with the prince of Wales, and 
fir Godfrey de Harcourt (who was marflial and di- 
rector of tlie army, and through whofe advice the 
king had undertaken this expedition), marched for- 
ward in order of battle. The battalion of the mar- 
fhals led the van, and came near to the handfome 
town of Caen. 

When the townfmen, who had taken the field, 
perceived the Englifh advancing, with banners and 
pennons flying in abundance, and faw thofe archers 
whom they had not been accuftomed to, they were 
fo frightened that they betook themfelves to flight, 
and ran for the town in great diforder, without re- 
garding the conftable and the men at arms who 
were with them. The Englifli purfued them eagerly ; 
which when the conftable and the earl of Tancar- 
ville faw, they gained a gate at the entrance of the 
bridge in fafety, and a few knights with them, fOr 
the Englifii had already entered the town. 

K 4 Some 
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, Some khights ind fquires 6f the French, wh6 
knew the road to the caftle, made for it j and theJ 
govemorj fir Robert de Blargny, received them 
all ; as the caftle was very large, and plentifully 
^idualled : thofe were fafe that could get there. 

The Englifli, who were after the runaways, made 
great havoc; for they fpared none. When the 
Conftable, and thofe that had taken refuge with him 
within the gate of the bridge, looked round them^ 
and faw the great flaughter the Etiglifli were making, 
for they gave no quarter, they began to fear leaft 
they fhould fall into the hands of fome of thofe 
archers; who would not know wfio they were* But 
they peirceived a knight who had but one eye, named 
fir Thomas Holland (whom they hSki formerly 
khdtvn in Pruflia and Grenada), coming towards 
them, in company with five or fix other knights : 
they called to him, and afked if he would take them 
as his prifoners? Sir Thomas and his compaiiy 
advanced to the gate, and, difmounting, afcended- 
to the top, with fixteen others, where he found the 
above-mentioned knights, and twenty-five more^ 
tvho furrendered themfelves to fir Thoinas*. 

Having 

'!■ n ■ ' I ■ ■■ « ■ I ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ ' . I. , I .1 I 

* * But here whatfoever FroifTart doth report of tho 
taking of this town, and of the yielding of thefe two noble- 
men, it is to be pi'oved, that the Aid earl of Tancarville wa^ 
taken by on« fumatncd Lejpfh, anceftor to fir Peter Legh 
now litring ; whether in the fight or within the tower I have 
not; to fay: but for the taking of the.faid earl, a^d for his 
other manlike prowefs fliewed here and clfewliere in this 
Journey, king Ed\*/arJ, in recompenfe of hfs agreeable fcr- 
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risLTUig left a fufficlent guird over them, he 
mounted his horfe, rode through the ftreets, and 
prevented many ads of cruelty : as did alfo other 
kmghts and fquires, to whom feveral of the cttii^ns 
owed their lives, and many a nun was {U'oteiSied 
ftom violation by their interfa-ence. 

It was fortunate for the Englifh, that it was ebb 
tide in the river, which carries large vefTels, and 
the water very ftill, fo that they could pafs and re-, 
pafs it without any danger from the bridge. 

Thofe inhabitants who had taken refuge in the 
garretis flung down from them, in thefe narrow 
flreets, (tones, benches and whatever they could* 
lay hands on ; fo that they killed and wounded up- 
wards of five hundred of the Englifli, which fo 
enraged the king of England, when he received thcL 
reports in the evening, that he ordered the re- 
ms^der of the inhabitants to be put to the iword^: 
tmd the town burnt* ' 

But fir Cxodfrey de Harcourt feid to liim : * Dear 
fir, affuage fbmewhat of your anger, and be fatxs-^ 
fied with what has already been done. You have, 
a loQg journey yet to make before you arrive at 
Calais, whithid: it is your inteiitian to go : and thete 
^e m this town great nmnbers. of inhabitaitts, who: 
vAU defend. themjfehKcsobftinately in their houfes^i£ 
yoQ fiDcce daem to: it : befidea, it will coib you maa^ 

▼icct gave him a lorcffhip in Che county of Chefter, called 
Haftley, whfch the "feid fir Peter Legh doth noA^ polfefs, 89 
fiU!Qoflbr iUid lieir tx> hisanoefiror, the fixrdliid Peter iLegh, . 
to inkom it was fo firil ,gwen.' — Ho lun c4 h«d. 
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lives before the town can be deftroyed, which imy 
put a flop to your expedition to Calais, and k wiU 
not redound to your honour : therefore be fparing 
of your men, for in a month's time you will have 
call for them ; as it cannot otherwife happen, but 
that your adverfary, king Philip, mud foon come 
to give you battle, and you may meet with many 
difficulties, ailaults and ikirmiflies, that will find full 
employment for the number of men you have, and 
even more, if we could get them. We are com- 
plete mafters of the town without any more flaugh- 
ter ; and the inhabitants, and all they pofTefs, are at 
our difpofal/ 

The king replied : * Sir Godfrey, you are our 
marihal ; therefore order as you pleafe j for this 
time, we wilh not to interfere/ 

Sir Godfrey then rode through the ftreets, hi» 
banner difplayed before him, and ordered, in the 
king's name, that no one ihould dare, under paia 
of immediate death, to infult or hurt man or wo- 
man of the town, or attempt to fet fire to any pari 
of it. 

Several of the inhabitants, on hearing this pro- 
clamation, received the Englifh into their houfes ; 
and others opened their coffers to them, giving up 
their all, lince they were aflfured of their lives* 
However,^ there were, in fpite of thefe orders, many 
atrocious thefts and murders committed. 

The Englifh continued mafters of the town for 
three days : in this time, they amafled great wealth, 
which they fent In barges, down the river of Eftre- 
ham, to St. Sauveur, two leagues off, where their 

fleet 
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Beet was. The earl of Huntington made prepaA- 
tions therefore, with the two hundred men at arms 
and his four hundred archers, to carry over to 
England their riches and prifoners. The king pur- 
chafed from fir Thomas Holland, and his compa* 
nions, the conftable of France and the earl of Tan- 
carvUle, and paid down twenty thoufand nobles for 
them*. 

CHAP. 



* As the reader may perhaps wifh to fee another account 
bf Edward's progrcfs, by an eye-witncfs, I copy from 
Robert de Avefbury's ^ HiUoria dc mirabllibus geltls Ed- 
wardi tcrtii/ the following very curious letter : 

De Progr^u Regis jingUs de Hogget ufque CaJamum, 

* Fait a remembrori qc nrct feignr. le Roy 6c fou* o(l 
pridrent terre a Hogges de Scint Vaal Ic xiime iour dc Juyl 
& pr. defkiper fes chiuaux Se repofer luy 5c fez gentz 5c 
fourner payn demurra illcpfqes tanq. al Mafdy profcheia 
fuaunt. 5c troua a les Hogges. xi. nicfs de queux. viii. auoint 
chaAiel denaunt 5c derere les queux homme fift ardre. Bt 
le Vendredy taunt conne le Roy demurra afcuns gentz alerent 
a Barflet 5c quidoient auer troue plufours gentz et trouerenl^ 
nulles a regard 5c trouerent illefqes. ix« niefs oue chafUdt 
deuaunt 5c derere. ii. bones Craiers, Se aultres meindres vef* 
feaux les queux fufrent auxint arz. 5c full la ville auxi bone 
5c auzi graunde come la ville de Sandwyche. 5c aprcs qe 
le ditz gentz fuiVent alez lez martneres arderent Ja ville. 
5c ibnt arz plufours des bones villes 5c manoirs en ia pais 
enuyroa. Et le Marfdy qe le Roy rcmua il ala a Valoignei 
ic gueft illeofqes tout la nuyt 5c troua des vitailles afletz. 
£t lendemayn remua un graunt journey tanq. a pount dou. 
quelle ceaux de la ville de Carentane debruferent. 5c le Roy 
le fift refaire mefme la nuyt. 5c paffa lendemain tanqe ai 
dite ville de Carentane qe ned forfq. entor. une iieug Engleis 
del dit pout, la quelle ville eft auxy grofTe come Leyceftre 
ou il trouerent vynes 5c vitailles graunt foifon 5c fuft muh 

de 
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CHAP. CXXUI. 

tHE ENGLISH COMMIT GREAT DISORDERS %vt 

NORMANDY. SIR GODFREY DE HARCOURT EN^ 

COUNTERS THE MEN OF AMIENS, ON THEIR 

WAY TO PARIS, AND KING EPWARD MARCHES 

INTO PICARDY. 

TXT'HEN the king had finiflied his bufinefs in 

Caen, and had fent Iiis fleet to England^ 

loaded with cloths, jewels, gold and filver plate^ 

and 

■ ■■ - ■ -- ■ 

de la ville arz pr. riens qe le Roy purroit faire. Et le Ven- 
dredy Ic Roy ala Sc p;eu&, en villes campeftrcs four uiw Ryuer 
qe full mal a pafler gc ^eaux dc la ville de Seint Lee debru* 
ferent le pount & le Roy le fift rcfeare & pafla lendemayn 
kiy & foan oft & fe herberga ioynant a la ville 8c aooient tati: 
dc la ville comence daf¥brcer la dite ville 3c attret a eatit 
rrmhz dez p^entz darmes dauoir tenu de mefme la ville & fcrt 
alerent auaimt la venue dc Roy. & trouerent en la dfte vill^ 
Wen. Ml. tonels de vyn. Sc dts aukrcs biens graurit fdfow. 
It eft hi vilfe pluis grofle qe neft Wicholc. Et jendema^n k 
Rioy prift fou. chemyn ^ geuft a une abbey & fbu. 6ft as 
▼illes campeftres entotir luy. & chiuacherent les gentz del 
eft FobbantK & deftruyantz. v. ou vi. leges enuyron. tovttt 
ks kvr 8e arderent en pluJburs lieux. £t la lundy le Roj^ 
remua ic fe herberga a villes campeftres Sc le^arfHy auilnt. 
*^ le Meiqcrdy par temps vient deuaunt la ville de Caamtf 
a houre de none Sc auoit nouelx qe graunt foifou. dez gent^ 
darmez ftt&ent deinz la ville. 8c le Roy fift arraier fes bar. 
tallies bealjB Sc grofles. Si maunda afcuns gentz a la Tille des 
^eer & troucFont k chaftiel beal Ss fort Sc lem« ^ttft Icuefqe 
ik BiHOBS'chiuakrd^ gentz darmes q. k tetgnent. £t cete 
pcirtie de la eawe eft la vilk mult biele ft muk groUe & al 
Hne bout de k vilk eft une abbey B. nobk tome il poet eftre 
eu William leCoaqueror gift, dr eft ferme des mitres Sc tours 

batailles 
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4nd a quantity of other riches, and upwards of fixtjp 
knights, with three hundred able citiisens^ prifoners; 
lie then left his quarters, and continued his march 

as 
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bataiiles grauntz & fortz* en quelle abbey nullc homme 
.iieftott. £t al auhre bout de la villc un aultre noble abbey 
it'g damtt* ft hul homme ne fuft JemurraQnt as ditt abbeid^ 
r\t en la villc dc cele part cawe forfqe en le ciiaftielf 9e \tfi 
gcDtx db k tille fafnent trahez en la viile del fiaicre part del 
cawe. ou le Coadable de Fraunce eAoit. Sc le C]iamberlaya 
de Tankerayle qeft un mule grannt fcignr. Sc plufour^ gent^. 
a la mountance de. d. ou dc. Sc la comune de la rHle* & 
jaat geat^ del oft faunz affent & fannz arrarc afTnilhrreat Jc 
pcmat qc Mi mult bien aflnfce des Bretafaet ds baritr Bf 
auoient mak affieare Sc les Fraanccys defenderent k ^Ct 
px)UAt fortment. Sc a eaux poiteront mult blen deuauat qil 
peot tftra pris four eaux« Sc adonqes fufrent pris les ditz 
Conftable Sc Chamberlain Sc al mountanet de ctnt. cTiiualers. 

ZX XX 

ct desiefquitrs vi.ou. vii. ec mertz chiualers^ elqulecs, 4p. 
iuillres gentz de la ville graiint fqifon. eR les rues mefon^j. 
St es gardetns homme ne poet mye fauolr quelle nombre def 
lifemi de bten ptn-ceo qih fufrent tsmcoft dei\K)i)lez qe homme* 
ne les purroit conuftre. £t nul gentilb<>mme more de iv^tf 
fbrfq, une efquier qe fuft blefte Sc moruft. ii. iours apres. 
£t fufrent troue en la ville vines, vitailles Sc aultres biens» 
Bt^fiaajtzixx fannz nombre, Sc t& la tilh pltis groffc q. nttl^' 
yiHc DrtTgleterre hori5[)ris Lotmdrcs. Et quaunt le Roy ft* 
rHintia de les Hogges entor* cc. de aieffi demarrerent )e< 
qiSLtnx akreiit a ftotfaemailb Sc alet^t Sc arderent la pais. 
II. fieges tm. iif^ dtin^ la terre Sc priftcreiit pltifbars1>iens A 
ame&trfent a Idtirs niefs. k ifBnt alereiit puh a Cherbtirgli 
ou it y aad tine lifone ville Sc fort chaftiei Sc tine bed abbeie' 
U fioUe Si oant at<z la dtte ville et labbek. Si vortt o^imt ars 
par tontz les coftes for. la mttLV de Rot&emafie tanq. a^ 

XK 

lioftrem for. la haucne de Caame qamouote a. ti« Kegef. 
engleis Sce&l^ nombre des nief]^ qils ount ars. lxi. de guerr^ 

od 
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as before, his two marihals on his right and left 
burning and deftroying all the flat country. 

He took the road to Evreux*, but found he 
could not gain any thing there, as it was well forti- 
fied. He went on towards another town called Lou- 
"viers t, which was in Normandy, and where there 
were many manufadories of cloth : it was rich a^d 
commercial. 

The Englifh won it eafily, as it was not inclofed ; 
and having entered the town, it was plundered with* 
out oppofition. They collected much wealth there 5 
and, after they had done what they pleafed, they 
marched on into the county of Evreux, where they 
burnt every thing except the fortified towns and 
caftles, which the king left imattacked, as he was 
defirous of fparing his men and artillery. He there^ 
fore made for the banks of the Seine, in his ap- 
proach to Rouen, where there were plenty of meq. 
at arms from Normandy, under the command of 
die earl of Harcourt, brother to fir GpcUrey, and 
the earl of Dreux. 



od chaftiel deuaunt & derere &• xxiii. craters faunz aultres 
memdres vefl*eaux plufours de. zxi. come de xxx. tonels dc 
vyn. Et le Jeofdy apres ceo qle Roy fuft venuz deaatint 
Caame ceaux de la Citee de Bions demaundrent a nre. 
feignr. le Roy qils fe vondroient rendre ^ iuy eaux 8c louv 
ville 8e Iuy faire homage meas il ne lez voleit rcfceare pr. 
afcuns enchefouns Se tanq. les purreit faluer de damage.^ 

* An ancient tow'n in Normandy, and a bilboprick^ 
twentyreight leagues from Caen.* 

t Louviers, — in the diocefe of Evi?eux. It ftili inaintami 
it4 celebrity &r c]^9 ^oodnefs of its clothe* 

Vi9 
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The Englifh did not march direct towards Rouen> 
but went to Gifors*, which has a ftrong cafUe, 
and burnt the town. After this, they deftroyed 
Vernon t, and all the country between Rouen and 
Pont de TArche \ : they then came to Mantes § and 
MeulanjI, which they treated in the fame manner, 
and ravaged all the country round about. They 
palled by the ftrong caftle of Roulleboife ^, and 
every where found the bridges on the Seine broken 
down. They pufhed forward until they came to 
Poifly *♦, where the bridge was alfo deftroyed ; but 
the beams and other parts of it were lying in the 
river. The king remained here five days, whilft 
they were repairing the bridge, fo that his army 
might pafs over without danger. 

His marihals advanced very near to Paris, ;^nd 
burnt St. Germain en Layette la Montjoie J J, St^ 
Cloud §§, Boulogne near Paris, and Bourg la 
ReinelJII. The Parifians were much alarmed, for 
Paris at that time was not inclofed. 

* Dfocefc of Rouen, fourteen leagues from Rouen, 

f Dioceie of fivreux, thirteen leagues from Rouen. 

t Diocefe of Evreux, four leagues from Rouen, 

fin the Ifle of France, diocefe of Chartres, nifieteen lea- 
gues from Rouen. 

11 In the Ifle of France, ten leagues from Paris, twenty- 
three from Rouen. 

4Jf A vll.liige in Normandy, ele(flion of Chaumont. 

♦* In the Ifle of France, feven leagues from Paris. 

tt In the Ifle of France, five leagues from Paris. 

tt Q^ »f ^ot Montjoye St. Denis. 

^S Ifle of France, two leagues from Paris. 

(1 1! Ifle of France, one league from Paris* 

King 
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King Philip, upon this, began to ftir, and, having 
ordered all the pent houfes in Paris to be pulled 
down, went to St. Denis*, where he found the 
king of Bohemia, the lord John of Hainault, the. 
duke of Lorraine, the *earl of Flanders, the earl of 
Blois, and great multitudes of barons and kpights, 
ready to receive him. When the Parifians learnt 
that the king was on the point of quitting Paris, 
they came to him, and, falling on their knees, faid, 
* Ah ! fire, and noble king, what are you about to 
do ? to leave your fine city of Paris ?' The king 
replied : * My good people, do not be afraid : the 
Englifli will not approach you nearer than they 
^ave done.- He thus fpoke in anfwer to what they 
had faid, that ^ our enemies are only two league^ 
off : as foon as they fhall know you have quitted us 
Xbey will come hither direflily ; and we are not able 
to refift them ourfelves, ncr fliall we find any to 
defend us. Have the kindnefs, therefore, fire, to 
remain in your good city of Paris, to take care of 
us.* The king replied : * I am going to St. Denis^ 
to my army ; for I am impatient to purfue the 
Englifli, and am refdlved to fight with them at all 
events.' 

The king of England remained at the nunnery 
in Poifly .^o the middle of Auguft, and celebrated 
there the feaft of the Virgin Mary. He fat at taW^ 
in his fcarlet robes without fleev^s, trimmed with 
furs and ermines. He afterwards took the field, ancj 
his army marched as before .; fir Godfrey de Har. 

^ Ifle of France, two leagues from Paris. 

court 
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court, one of his marflials, had the command of the 
van-guard, with five hundred men at arms and about 
thirteen hundred archers* By accident, he fell in 
with a large party of the citizens of Amiens on 
horfeback, who were going to king Philip at Paris, 
in obedience to his fummons. He immediately at- 
tacked thefn with thofe under his command ; but 
they made a good defence, as' they were very nume- 
rous and well armed, and had four knights from 
Amiens with them. This engagement lafted a long 
time, and many were flain at the onfet ; but at laft 
thofe from Amiens were overthrown, killed or taken 
prifoners. 

The Englifh feized all their baggage and arms, 
and found many valuables ; for they were going to 
tlie king excellently well equipped, and had but juft 
quitted their city. Twelve hundred were left dead 
on the fpot. 

The king of England entered the country of 
Eeauvais, deftroying all the flat country j and took 
up his quarters in a rich abbey called St. Meffien, 
liear to Beauvais *, where he lodged one night. 
The morrow as he was on his march, he by chance 
turned his head round, and faw the abbey all in 
flames : upon which he inftantly ordered twenty of 
thofe who had fet fire to it to be hung, as he had 
moft ftriftly forbidden, that any church fhould be 
violated, or monaftery fet on fire. He pafTed near 
Beauvais without attacking it, for he was anxious to 
be as careful of his men and artillery as poflible, and 

• A citf in the Ifle of France, fixteen leagues from Paris. 

Vol. II. L took 
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took up his quarters at a fmall town called Milly *• 
The two marfiials pafl'ed fo near to Beauvais, that 
they advanced to attack it and Ikirmifh with the 
townfmen at the barriers, and divided their forces 
into three battalions : this attack lafted until the 
afternoon ; for the town was well fortified and pro- 
vided with every thing, and the bifhop was alfo there, 
whofe exertions were of more fervice than thofe of 
all the reft. When the Englifh found they could 
not gain any thing, they fet fire to the fuburbs, 
which they burnt quite clofe to the gates of the town 
and then came, towards evening, to where the king 
was. 

The next day, the king and his whole army 
marched forward, burning and wafting all the coun- 
try as they went, and lay that night at a village 
called Grandvillier. On the morrow, he paffed 
near to Argis: his fcouts not finding any one to 
guard the caftle, he attacked and burnt it, and^ 
paffing on, deftroyed the country, and came to 
Poix t, which was a handfome town with t^o caftles* 
The lords of both were abfent ; and no one was 
there but two handfome daughters of the lord of 
Poix, who would have been foon violated, if two £ng^ 
lifh knights, fir John Chandos and lord Baffet, had- 
not defended them. In order more effedually to 
guard them, they brought them to the king, who, a^ 
in honor bound, entertained them moft gracioufly : 
he inquired, whither they would wifh to go ? they 

* A town in the diocefe of Beauvais. 

f Poix— a-^td^wi in j'icardy, fix leagues from Amiens. 

anfweredt 
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anfwered. To Corbie • ; to which place they were 
conduced in fafety. The king of England lay that 
night in the town of Poix. 

The inhabitants of Poix, as well as thofe of the 
caftles, had a conference with the marfhals of the 
army, in order to fave the town from being plun* 
dered and burnt. They oflFered to pay, as a ranfom, 
a certain number of florins the enfuing day, as foon 
as the army fliould have marched oflF. On the 
morrow morning, the king and army departed, ex- 
cept fome few, who remained behind, by orders of 
the mar(hals, to receive the ranfom from the townf- 
men. 

When the inhabitants were aflembled together, 
9nd confidered the fmall number of the Engliih who 
were left with them, they refolved to pay nothings 
told them fo, and diredly fell upon them. The 
Englifli defended themfelves gallantly, and fent after 
the army for fuccour. When lord Reginald Cob- 
ham and fir Thomas Holland, who commanded the 
rear-guard, were told of this, they cried out, * Trea- 
fon! treafon!* and returned back to Poix, where 
they found their countrymen ftill engaged with the 
townfmen. Almoft all the inhabitants were flain^ 
the town was burnt, and the two cadles razed to 
the ground. The Engliih then followed the king's 
army, which was arrived at Airainesf? where be 
bad ordered the troops to halt, and to quarter them- 
^ves for that night, (Iridly commanding, under 



• Corbie,— a town in Picardy, four leagues from Amiens* 
f A town in Picardy» four leagues from Amiens. 

L 2 ^ain 
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pain of death, that no harm fhould be done to the 
town or inhabitants, by theft or otherwife ; for he 
wiflied to remain there a day or two, in order to 
gain information, where he could beft crofs the river 
Somme, which he was under the neceffity of doing, 
as you will fhortly hear. 



CHAP. CXXIV. 

TH^ KING OF FRANCE PURSUES THE KING OF 
ENGLAND, IN THE COUNTRY OF BEAUVAIS. 

T WISH now to return to king Philip, whom we 
left at St. Denis with his army, which wasincreaf- 
ing every day. He marched off with it, and pulh- 
ed forward until he came to Coppigny les Guifes, 
which is three leagues diftant from Amiens, where 
he halted. 

The king of England, who was ftill at Airaines, 
was much embarraffed how to crofs the Somme, 
which was wide and deep, as all the bridges had 
been broken down, and their fituations were well 
guarded by men at arms. The two marfhals, at the 
requeft of the king, followed the courfe of the" river, 
in order, it poffible, to find a paffage for the army : 
they had with them a thoufand men at arms and two 
thoufand archers. 

They paffed by Lompr6 *, and came to Pont de 
Remy f, which they found defended by numbers of 

* Lompr6 -Corps Saints, a fmalltown in Picardy. 

t In the dedion of Abbeville. , 

■] knights, 
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knights, fquires and people of the country. The 
EAglifh difmounted, and attacked the French from 
the very dawn of the morning until near i o o'clock : 
but the bridge was fo well fortified and guarded, 
that they could not gain any thing ; fo they depart- 
ed, and went to a large town called Fontaines fur 
Somme*, which they completely plundered and 
burnt, as it was quite open. They next came to 
another town, called Long, in Ponthieuf; but 
they could not gain the bridge, fo well was it 
guarded. 

They then rode on to Pecquigny J, but found the 
town, caftle and bridge fo well garrifoned that it was 
impoflible to pafs. 

In this manner had the king of France ordered 
all the bridges and fords of the river Somme to be 
guarded, to prevent the king of England from croflps 
ing it with his army ; for he was refolved to force 
them to fight when he ftiould fee the moft favour- 
able opportunity, or elfe to ftarve them. 

The two marfhals, having thus, in vain followed 
the courfe of the Somme, returned to the king of 
England, and related to him that they were unable 
to^find a paflage any where. 

That fame evening, the king of France took up 
his quarters at Amiens^ with upwards of one hun- 
dred thoufand men. 
. I , . , , 

• In Picardy. 

+ A fertile diftridl of Picardy, between the rivers Somme 
and Canche. 

J A town in Picardy, on the Somme, three leagues from 
Amiens. 

'-■ L 3 The 



The king of England was very penfive : he or- 
dered mafs before fun-rife, and his trumpets to found 
for decamping. 

. All forts of people followed the marfhars banners 
according to the orders the king had iffued the pre- 
ceding day ; and they marched ^through the coun- 
try of Vimeu *, drawing near to the good town of 
Abbeville. In their march, they came to a town 
where a great number of the country people had 
affembled, trufting to fome fmall fortifications which 
were thrown up there ; but the Englilh conquered 
the town, as foon as they came to it, and all that 
were within. Many of the townfmen arid thofe from 
the adjoining country were flain or taken prifoners. 
The king lodged, that night, in the great hofpital. 

The king of France fet out from Amiens, and 
came to Airaines about noon : the Englilh king had 
quitted ix about lo o'clock. The French found 
there provifions of all forts; meat on the fpits, 
bread and paftry in the ovens, wine in barrels, 
and even fome tables ready fpread ; for the Englifliv 
had left it in very great hafte. The king of France 
fixed his quarters there, to wait for his nobles and 
their retinue. The king of England was in the 
town of Oifemontf. When his two marlhals re- 
turned in the evening, after having overrun the 
country as far as the gates of Abbeville, and to 
St. Valery, where they had had a fmart fkirmifh, 
the king of England fummoned a council, and or- 



• A diftridl in Picardy, of which St Valery is the capital. 
f A town in Picardy, four leagues from Amiens^five from 
St. Valery. 

dered 
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dered many prifoners, whom his people had made 
in the diftrids of Ponthieu and Vimeu, to be brought 
before him. 

The king, moft courteoufly, afked, * if. any of 
them knew a ford below Abbeville, where he and 
his army could pafs without danger ;' and added, 
> Whoever will fliew us fuch a ford fliall have his 
liberty, and that of any twenty of his fell6w foldi- 
ers whom he may wifli to felecl/ There was among 
them, a common fellow whofe name was Gobin 
Agace, who anfwered the king, and faid, * Sir, I 
promife you, under peril of my life, that I will 
condud you to fuch a place, where you and your 
whole army may pafs the river Somme without any 
|ilk. There are certain fordable places where you 
may pafs twelve men a-breaft twice in the day, and 
not have water above your knees ; but when the 
tide is in, the river is full and deep, and no one 
can crofs it : when the tide is out, the river is fo 
low that it may be paffed, on horfeback or on foot, 
without danger. The bottom of this ford is very 
bard, of gravel and white ftones, over which all 
your carriages may fafely pafs, and from thence is 
called Blanchetaque. You muft therefore fet out 
early, fo as to be at the ford before fun-rife.' 
* Friend,' replied the king, ' if I find what thou 
haft juft faid to be true, I will give thee and all thy 
companions their liberty ; and I will befides make 
the^ a prefent of a hundred nobles.' 

The king gave orders for every one to be ready 
to march at the firft found of his trumpet, and to 
proceed forward. 

L 4 CHAP. 



Ih2 



CHAP. CXXV. 

THE BATTLE OF BLANCHETAQUE, BETWEEN THJ8 
KING OF ENGLAND AND SIR GODEMAR DU FAY. 

TTHE king of England did not fleep much that 
night, but, rifing at midnight, ordered hiar 
trumpet to found. Very foon every thing was rea- 
dy ; and, the baggage being loaded, they fet out 
from the town of Oifcmont about day-break, and 
rode on, under the guidance of Gobin Agace, un- 
til they came to the ford of Blanchetaque, about fum 
rife: but the tide was at that time fo full, they 
could not crofs. The king, however, determined 
to wait there for thofe of his army who were not yet 
come up ; and he remained until after lo o'clock, 
when the tide was gone out. 

The king of France, who had his fcouts all over 
the country, was informed of the fituation of the 
king of England : he imagined he ihould be able to 
ihut him up between Abbeville and the Somme, 
and thus take him prifoner, or force him to fight at 
a difadvantage. From the time of his arrival at 
Amiens, he had ordered a great baron of Norman* 
dy, called fir Godemar du Fay, to guard this ford 
of Blanchetaque, which the Englifh muft crofe, and 
nowhere elfe. Sir Godemar had fet out, in obedi« 
ence to this order, and had with him, in the M'hole 
one thcufand men at arms and fix thoufand foot 
with the Genoefe. He had paffed St. Ricquier * in. 

* ot. RicquierjT— two leagues and a half from. Abbeville. 
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Ponthieu, and from thence came to Crotoy *, where 
this ford was : he had collefted, in his march, great 
numbers of the country people. The townfmen of 
Abbeville had alfo accompanied him, excellently 
well appointed : they had arrived at the paflage be- 
fore the Englifh. There were, in all, fully twelve 
. thouiand men: among them were two thoufand 
who had jackets, refembling waggoner's frocks, 
called iorviquiaux. 

On the arrival of the Englifh army, fir Godemar 
du Fay drew up his men on the banks of the river, 
to defend and guard the ford. 

The king of England, however, did not for this 
give up his intention of croffing ; but, as foon aa 
the tide was fufEciently gone out, he ordered his 
marflials to da(h into the water, in the names of God 
and St. George. The moft doughty and the beft 
mounted leaped in firft ; and, in the river, the en- 
gagement began : many on both fides were unhor- 
fed into the water : there were fome knights and 
fquires, from Artois and Picardy, in the pay of fir 
Godemar, who, in hopes of preferment, and to ac- 
quire honor, had polled themfelves at this ford, and 
they appeared to be equally fond of tilting in the 
water as upon dry land. 

The French were drawn up in battle-array, near 
the narrow pafs leading to the ford : and the Eng- 
liih were much annoy^ by them as they came out 
of the water to gain the land ; for there were a- 

• A town in Picardy, at the mouth of the Somme,.oppo- 
Ece to St. Valery. 
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mong them Genoefe crofs-bowmen who did them 
much mifchief. On the other hand, the Englifli ar- 
chers fhot fo well together that they forced the men 
at arms to give way. At this ford of Blanchetaque 
many gallant feats of arms were performed on each 
fide : but, in the end, the Englilh croffed over, and, 
as they came on Ihore, haftened to the fields. After 
the king, the prince, and the other lords had crofl"- 
ed, the French did not long keep in the order they 
were in but ran off for the falleft. 

When fir Godemar du Fay found his army was 
difcomfited, he faved himfelf as quickly as he could, 
and many with him ; fome making for Abbeville, 
others for St. Ricquier. 

The infantry, however, could not efcape; and 
there were numbers of thofe from Abbeville, Arras, 
Montreuil and St. Ricquier, ilain or taken prifon- 
ers : the purfuit lafted more than a league. 

The Englifli had fcarcely gained the oppofite bank, 
when fome of the light fiorfe of the French army, 
particularly thofe belonging to the king of Bohemia 
and fir John of Hainault, advanced upon the rear, 
took from them fome horfes and accoutrements, 
and flew feveral on the bank who were late in croflf- 
ing. 

The king of France had fet out from Airaines that 
morning, thinking to find the Englifli on the banks 
of the Somme : when news was brought to him of 
the defeat of fir Godemar and his army, he imme- 
diately halted, and demanded from his marflials, 
what was to be done : they anfwered, ' You ean 
only crofs the river by the bridge of Abbeville, for 

7 the 



^55 

the tide is now in at Bianchetaquc/ The king t£ 
France therefore returned back, and took up fait 
quarters at Abbeville. 

The king of England, when he had croffed the 
Somme, gave thanks to God for it, and began hit 
inarch in the fame order as he had done before* 
He called to him Gobin Agace, gave him his free- 
dom without ranfom, as well as that of his compa- 
nions, and ordered the hundred nobles of gold to 
be given him, and alfo a good horfe. The king 
continued his march, thinking to take up his quar- 
ters at a good and large town called Noyelle% 
fituated hard by ; but when he was informed that 
it belonged to the countefs d'Aumarle, fifter to the 
late lord Robert d'Artois, he fent to affure the in- 
habitants, as well ss all the farmers belonging to 
her, that they fhould not be hurt. He marched 
further on ; but his two marfhals rode to Crotoy, 
near the fea ; they took the town, and burnt it. 
. hi the harbour they found many fliips, and other 
veffels, laden with wines, from Poitou, Saintonge 
and la Rochelle : they ordered the bed to be car* 
ried to the Englifh army : then one of the marflials 
puflied forward, even as far as the gates of Abbe- 
ville, and returned by St. Ricquier, following the 
fea fhore to the town of St. Efprit de Rue f. 

Thefe two battalions of the marflials came, on a 
Friday in the afternoon, to where the king was ; 

• Government of Montreuil. 

f Two leagues from St. Valer7. 1 believe it is now 
called Rue only. 

and 
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and they fixed their quarters, all three together, 
near Crecy in Ponthieu. 

The king of England, who had been informed 
that the king of France was following him, in order 
to give him battle, faid to his people : ' Let us poft 
ourfelves here ; for we will not go farther, before 
we have feen our enemies. I have good reafon to 
wait for them on this fpot ; as I am now upon this 
lawful inheritance of my lady-mother, which was 
given her as her marriage-portion ; and I am ns- 
folved to defend it againft my adverfary, Philippe 
de Valois/ 

On account of his not having more than an 
eighth part of the forces which the Idng of France 
had, his marflials fixed upon the mod advantageous 
fituation ; and the army went and took poffeflion 
of it. He then fent his fcouts towards Abbeville, 
to learn if the king of France meant to take the 
field this Friday ; but they returned, and faid they 
faw no appearance of it : upon which,, he difmifTed 
his men to their quarters, with orders to be in rea- 
dinefs by times in the morning, and to aiTemble in 
the fame place. 

The king of France remained all Friday in Abbe- 
ville, waiting for more troops. He fent his mar- 
fhals, the lord of St. Venant and lord Charles of 
Montmorency, out of Abbeville, to examine the 
country, and get fome certain intelligence of the 
Englifh. They returned, about vefpers, with in- 
formaiion that the Englifh were encamped oh the 
plain. 

That' 



That night, the king of France entertained at 
fiipper, in Abbeville, all the princes and chief lords. 
There was much converfation relative to war ; and 
the king Untreated them, after fupper, that they 
wwild always remain in friendfhip with each other j 
that they would be friends without jealoufy, and 
courteous without pride. The king was ftill ex- 
peffing the earl of Savoy, who ought to have been 
there with a thoufand lances, as he had been well 
paid for them at Troyes in Champaign, three 
months in advance. 



CHAP. CXXVI. 



THE ORDER OF BATTLE OF THE ENGLISH AT 
CRECY, WHO WERE DRAWN UP IN THREE BAT- 
TALIONS ON Foot. 

THE king of England, as I have, mentioned be- 
fore, encamped this Friday in the plain; for 
Jiefcund the country abounding in provifions ; but, 
if 4ey fhould have failed, he had plenty in the car- 
riages which attended on him. The army fet about 
forbifliing and. repairing their armour ; and the 
«ng gave a fupper, that evening, to the earls and 
barons of his army, where they made good cheer. : 
Oa their taking leave, the king remained alone, 
^th the lords of his bed-chamber : he retired into 
liis oratory, and, falling on his knees before the 
^tar, prayed to God, that, if he fhould combat his 
enemies on the morrow, he might come oflF with 
tonour. About midnight he went to his bed ; and, 
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Hfing early the next day, he and the prince of 
Wales heard mafs, and communicated. The greater 
part of his army did the fame, ccnfeffed, and made 
proper preparations. 

After mafs, the king ordered his men to anpf 
themfelves, and aflemble on the ground he had be- 
fore fixed on. He had inclofed a large park near 
a wood, on the rear of his army, in which he 
placed all his baggage- waggons and horfes; and 
this park had but one entrance : his men at arms 
and archers remained on foot. 

The king afterwards ordered, through his con- 
ftable and his two marfhals, that the army fhould 
be divided into three battalions. In the firft, he 
placed the young prince of Wales, and with him 
the earls of Warwick and Oxford, fir Godfrey ^de 
Harcourt, the lord Reginald Cobham^ lord Tho- 
mas Holland, lord Stafford, lord Mauley, the lord 
Delaware, fir John Chandos, lord Bartholomew 
Burgherlh, lord Robert Neville, lord Thomas Clif- 
ford, the lord Bourchier, the lord Latimer, and 
many other knights and fquires whom I cannot* 
name. There might be, in this firft divifion, about 
eight hundred men at arms, two thoufand arch- 
ers, and a thoufand Welfhmen. They advanced 
in regular order to their ground, each lord under 
his banner and pennon, and in the centre of his 
men. 

In the fecond battalion were, the earl of North- 
ampton, the earl of Arundel, the lords Roos, Wil- 
loughby, Baffet, Saint-albans, fir Lewis Tufton, 
lord Multon, the lord Lafcels, and many others ; 

amount- 
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amounting, in the whole, to about eight hundred 
men at arms, and twelve hundred archers. 

The third battalion was commanded by the king, 
and was compofed of about feven hundred men at 
arms, and two thoufand archers. 

The king thon mounted a fmall palfrey, having 
a white wand in his hand, and attended by his two 
marftials on each fide of him : he rode a foot's pace 
through all the ranks, encouraging and intreating 
the army, that' they would guard his honour and 
defend his right. He fpoke this fo fwcetly, and 
with fuch a cheerful countenance, that all who had 
been difpirited were diredly comforted by feeing 
and hearing liim. 

When he had thus vifited all the battalions, it 
was near ten o'clock : he retired to his own divi- 
fion, and ordered them all to eat heartily, and 
drink a glafs after. They eat and drank at their 
eafe ; and, havin;^ packed up pots, barrels, &c. in 
the carts, they returned to their battalions, accord- 
ing to the marffials' orders, and feated themfeives 
on the ground, placing their helmets and bows be- 
fore them, that they might be the frefher when 
their enemies :hould arrive. 



CHAP, cxxvir. 

THE ORDER OF THE FRENCH ARMY AT CRECV. 

TTHATfame Saturday, the king of France rofe be- 
times, and heard mafs in the monaftery of St. 
Peter's in Abbeville, where he was lodged : having 

ordered 



i6o 

ordered his army to do the fame, he left that town 
after fun-rife. When he had marched about two 
leagues from Abbeville, and was approaching the 
enemy, he was advifed to form his army in order 
of battle, and to let thofe on foot march forward, 
that they might not be trampled on by the horfes. 
The king, upon this, fent off four knights, the lord 
Moyne of Baftleberg*^ the lord of Noyers, the 
lord of Beaujeu, and the lord of Aubigny, who 
rode fo near to the Englifh that they could clearly 
diflinguifli their pofition. The Englifh plainly per- 
ceived they were come to reconnoitre them : how- 
ever, they took no notice of it, but fuffered them 
to return unmolefted. When the king of France 
faw them coming back, he halted his army ; and 
the knights, pufliing through the crowds, came 
near the king, who faid to them, ' My lords, what 
news ?* They looked at each other, without open- 
ing their mouths ; for neither chofe to fpeak firft. 
At Ijift, the king addrefled himfelf to the lord Moyne, 
who was attached to the king of Bohemia, and had 
performed very many gallant deeds, fo that he was 
efteemed one of the moft valiant knights in Chriflen- 
dom. The lord Moyne faid, * Sir, I will fpeak, 
fince it pleafes you to order me, but under the cor- 
reftion of my companions. We have advanced far 
enough to reconnoitre your enemies. Know, then, 
that they are drawn up in three battalions, and are 
waiting for you. I would advife, for my part, (fub- 
mitting, however, to better counfel,) that you halt 

• The lord Moyne of Baflleberg in Bohemia.— Barnes. 
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your army here, and quarter them for the night ; 
for before the rear fhall come up, and the army be 
properly drawn out, it will be very late, your men 
will be tired and in dil3rder, whilft they will find 
your enemies frefti and properly arrayed. On the 
morrow, you may draw up your army more at 
your eafe, and may reconnoitre at leifure on what 
part it will be moft advantageous to begin the at- 
tack ; for, be affured, they will wait for you.* 

The king commanded that it fhould be fo done : 
and the two marfhals rode, one towards the frontj^ 
and the other to the rear, crying out, * Halt ban- 
ners, in the name of God and St. Denis.' Thofe 
that were in the front halted ; but thofe behind 
&id they would not halt, until they were as for- 
ward as the front. When the front perceived the 
rear prefling on, they puftied forward ; and neither 
the king nor the marfhals could ftop them, but 
they marched on without any order until they cable 
in fight of their enemies. As foon as the fpremoft 
rank faw them, they fell back at once, lA great 
diforder, which alarmed thofe in the rear, whb 
thought they had been fighting. There was then 
fpace and room enough for them to have paffed 
forward, had they been willing fo to do : fome did 
fo, but others remained fhy. 

All the roads between Abbeville and Crecy were 
covered with common people, who, when they 
were come within three leagues of their enemies, 
drew their fwords, bawling out, * Kill, kill -/ and 
with them were many great lords that were eager 
CO make fhew of their courage. There is no man^ 
Vol. II. M unlefs 
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unlefs he had been prefent, that can imagine, or 
defcribe truly, the confufion of that day ; efpedally 
the bad management and diforder of the French^ 
whofe troops were out of number. What I know^ 
and fhali relate in this book, I have learnt chiefly 
from the Englifb, who had well obfarved the con- 
fufion they were in, and from thofe attached to fir 
John of Hainault, who was always near the perfos 
of the king of France, 



CHAP. CXXVIII. 

T^E BATTLE OF CRECT, BETWEEN THE KINGS OF 
FRANCE AND OF ENGLAND. 

nrHE EngKfli, who were drawn up ia three divi- 
fions, and feated on the ground, on feeing 
their enemies advance, rofe undauntedly up, and 
fiell into then: ranks. That of the prince was the 
fcft to do fo, whofe archers were formed in the 
manner of a portcullis, or harrow, and the mca at 
arms in the reir. 

The earls of Northampton and Arundel, who 
commanded the fecond divifion, had pofted them- 
felves in good order on his wing, to ziTift and fiie* 
cour the prince, if neceflary. 

You muft know, that thefe kings, dukes, earls, 
barons and lords of France, did not advance in any 
regular order, but one after the other, or any way 
moft pleafmg to themfelves. As foon as the king 
of France came in fight of the Englifh, his blood 
began to boil, and he cried out to his marfhal^, 

^ Order 
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* Order the Genoefe forward, and begin the battle, 
in the name of God and St. Denis/ 

There were about fifteen thoiifand Genoefe crofo- 
bowmen; but they were quite fatigued, having 
marched on foot that day fix leagues, completely 
armed, and with their crofs-bows. 

They told the cojjftable, they were not hi a fit 
condition to do any great things that day in battle. 
The earl of Alen9on, hearing this, faid, * This is 
what one gets by employing fuch fcoundrels, who 
£dl oflF when there is kny need for them.* 

During this time, a heavy rain fell, accompanied 
by thunder and a very terrible eclipfe of the fun ; 
and before this rain a great flight of crows hovered 
in the air over all thofe battalions, making a loud 
Aoife. Shortly afterwards it cleared up, and the 
fun flione very bright ; but the Frenchmen had ft 
in their faces, and the Englifh in their backs* 

When the Genoefe were fomewhat in order, ^nd 
approached the Englifh, they fet up a loud flhout, 
in order to frighten them ; but they remained quite 
ftill, and did not feem to attend to it. They then 
fet up a fecond fhout, and advanced a little fori. 
vrard ; but the Englifh never moved. They hooted 
a tjiird time, advancing with their crofs-bows pre- 
sented, and began to fhoot. The Engliffi archers 
then advanced one ftep forward, and fhot their ar- 
fows with fuch force and quicknefs, th^t it feerjied 
jSiS if it fnowed. 

When the Genoefe felt thefe arrows, which 
pierced their arms, heads, and through their ar- 
mour, fome of them cut the (b'ings pf their crofs- 
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tiows, others flung ihem on the ground, and all 
turned about, and retreated, quite difcomfited. The 
f'rench had a large body of men at arms on horfe- 
back, richly drcffed, to fupport the Genoefe. 

The king of France, feeing tMem thus fall back^ 
cried out, * Kill me thofe fcoundrels ; for they flop 
tip our road, without any reafon/ You would 
then have feen the above-mentioned men at arms 
lay about them, killing all they could of thefe run* 
aways. 

. The Engliffi continued (hooting as vigoroufly and 
quickly as before : fome of their arrows fell amone 
the horfemen, who were fumptuoufly equipped, 
iand, killing and wounding many, made them caper 
and fall among the Genoefe, fo that they were m 
fuch confufion they could never rally again. In 
the Englifli army there were fome Comifh and 
Welflimen on foot, who had armed themfelves with 
large knives : thefe, advancing through the ranks 
6f the men at arms and archers, who made way ^or 
them, came upon the French when they were m 
this danger, and, falling upon earls, barons, knights 
aiid fquires, flew many, at which the king of Eng- 
land was afterwards much exafperated. 

The valiant king of. Bohemia was flain there. 
He was called Charles of Luxembourg ; for he was 
the fon of the gallant king and emperor, Henry of 
Luxembourg : having heard the order of the bat- 
tle, he inquired v/here his fon, the lord Charles, 
was : his attendants anfwered, that they did not^ 
know, but believea he was fighting. The king faid 
to them J ^ Gentlemen, you are all my people, my 
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f^eads and brethren at arms this day : therefore, 
as I am blind*, I requeft of you to lead me fo for 
into the engagement that I may ftrike one ftroke 
with my fword.* The knights replied, they would 
direftly lead him forward ; and, in order that they 
might not lofe him in the crowd, they fattened all 
the reins of their horfes together, and put the king 
at their head, that he might gratify his wifh, and 
advanced towards the enemy. 

The lord Charles of Bohemia, who already figned 
his name as king of Germany, and bore the arms^ 
had come in good order to the engagement j but 
when he perceived that it was likely to turn out 
againft the French, he departed, and I do not well 
know what road he took. 

The king, his father, had rode in among the 
enemy, and made good ufe of his fword ; for he 
and his companions had fought mod gallantly. 
They had advanced fo far that they were all flain ; 
and on the morrow they were found on the ground, 
with their horfes all tied together* 

The earl of Alen5on advanced in regular order 
upon the Englifti, to fight with them ; as did the 
earl of Flanders, in another part. Thefe two lords, 
with their detachments, coafling, as it were, the 
archers, came to the prince's battalion, where they 
fought valiantly for a length of time. The king of 
France was eager to march to the place where he 



• His bliadnefs was fuppofed to be c;iiifcd by poiTon, 
v^hich was given to him when engaged in the wars of Italy.-*- 
fiomnay* f/Iem. de PJcadcmiCf vol. xxiil. 
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faw their banners difplayed, but there was a hedgd 
of archers before him. 

He had that day made a prefent of a handfome 
black horfe to fir John of Hainault, who had 
mounted on it a knight of his, called fir John de 
Fuffelles^ that bore his banner : which horfe ran oflf 
with him, and forced his way through the Englifli 
army, and, when about to return, fl:umbled and 
fell into a ditch, and feverely wounded him : he 
would have been dead, if his page had not followed 
him round the battalions, and found him unable ta 
rife : he had not, however, any other hindrance 
than from his horfe ; for the Englifh did not quit 
the ranks that day to make prifoners. The page 
alighted, and raifed him up ; but he did not return 
the way he came, as he would have found it diffi- 
cult from the crowd. 

This battle, which was fought on the Saturday 
between la Broyes* and Crecy, was very murde- 
rous and cruel ; and many gallant deeds of artns 
were performed, that were never known. 

Towards evening, many knights and fquires of 
the French had loft their mafters; they wandered 
up and down the plain, attacking the EngUlh in 
fmall parties : they were foon deftroyed ; iFor the 
Englifh had determined that day to give no quartef , 
or hear of ranfom from any one* 

Early in the day, fome French, Germans and 
Savoyards had broken through the archers of the 
prince's battalion, and had engaged with the men 



♦ A village in Picar4y, elcftion of Mondidier. 
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at arms ; upon which the fecond battalion came to 
his aid, and it was time, for otherwife he would 
have been hard preffed. The firft divifion, feeing 
the danger they were in, fent a knight * in great 
hade to the king of England, who was polled upon 
an eminence, near a windmills Oa the kn^ht's 
arrival, he faid, * Sir, the earl of Warwick, the 
lord Stafford, the lord Reginald Cobham, and the 
others who are about your fon are vigoroufly at- 
tacked by the French ; and they intreat that you 
would come to their affiflance with your battalion^ 
for, if their numbersi fhould increafe, they fear he 
will have too much to do/ ^ 

The king replied : * Is my fon dead, unhorfed, 
or fo badly wounded that he cannot fupport him* 
felf ?' * Nothing of the fort, thank God,' rejoined 
the knight ; * but he is in fo hot an engagement, 
that he has great need of your help.* The king 
anfwered, * Now, fir Thomas, return back to thofe 
that fent you, and tell them from me, not to fend 
again for me this day, or expe€t that I fhall come. 
Jet what will happen, as long as my fon has life ; 
and fay, that I command them to let the boy win 
his fpurs ; for I am determined, if it pleafe God, 
that all the glory and honour, of this day ihall be 
g^en to him^ and to thofe into whofe care I have 
intrufted him/ 

The knight returned to his lords, and related 
the king's anfwer, which mightily encouraged them, 

• Sir Thomas Norwich. MSS. 
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and made them repent they had ever fent fuch al 
meffage. 

It is a certain faft, that fir Godfrey de Harcourt^ 
who was in the prince's battalion, having been told 
by fome of the Englifii, that they had feen the 
banner of his brother engaged in the battle againft 
him, was exceedingly anxious to fave him ; hut he 
was too late, for he was left dead on the field, and 
fo was the earl of Aumarle his nephew. 

On the other hand, the earls of Alen9on and of 
Flanders were fighting luflily under their banners, 
and tvith their own people ; but they could not 
refift the force of the Englifli, and were there flain, 
as well as many other knights and fquires that were 
attending on or accompanying them. 

The earl of Blois, nephew to the king of France,^ 
and the duke of Lorraine his brother-in-law, with 
their troops, made a gallant defence; but they 
were furrounded by a troop of Englifli and Wellh, 
^d flain in fpite of their prowefs. The earl of 
St. Pol and the earl of Auxerre were alfo killed, a^ 
well as many others- 
Late after vefpers, the king of France had not 
more about him than fixty men, eivery one im 
cludedt Sir John of Hainault, who was of tlie 
number, had one? remounted the king; for his 
horfe had been killed under him by an arrow : he 
faid to the king, * Sir, retreat whilft you have an 
opportunity, and do not expofe yourfelf fo fimply ; 
if you have loft this battle, another time you will 
|)e the conqueror.' After he had faid this, he took 
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the bridle of the king's horfe, and led him oflf 
by force ; for he had before intreated of him to , 
retire. 

The king rode on, until he came to the caftle of 
la Broyes, where he found the gates (hut, for it 
was very dark. The king ordered the governor 
of it to be fummoned : he came upon the battle- 
ments, and afked who it was that called at fuch 
?ui hour ? The king anfwered, * Open, open, go- 
vernor ; it is the fortune of France.' The gover- 
nor, hearing the king's voice, immediately >de- 
fcended, opened the gate, and let down the bridge. 
The king and his company entered the caftle ; but 
he had only with him five barons, fir John of 
Hainault, the lord Charles of Montmorency, the 
lord of Beaujeu, the lord of Aubigny, and the lord 
of Montfort. 

The king would not bury himfelf in fuch a place 
as that, but, having taken fome refrefliments, fet 
out again with his attendants about midnight, and 
rode on, under the diredion of guides who were 
well acquainted with the country, until, about day* 
break, he came to Amiens, where he halted. 

This Saturday the Englifh never quitted thdr 
ranks in purfuit of any one, but remained on the 
field, guarding their pofition, and defending them* 
felves againft all who attacked them. The battle 
was ended at the hour of vefpers. 
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CHAP. CXXIX. 

TfcE ENGLISH ON THE MORROW, AGAIN DEFEAT 

THE FRENCH. 

TTT'HEN, on this Saturday night, the Engliih heard 
no more hooting or fhouting, nor any more 
crying out to particular lords, or their banners, 
they looked upon the field as their own, and their 
enemies as beaten. 

They made great fires, and lighted torches becaufe 
of the obfcurity of the night. King Edward then 
came down from his poft, who all that day had not 
put on his helmet, and, with his whole battalion^^ 
advanced to the prince of Wales, whom he em- 
braced in his arms and kifled, and faid, ^ Sweet fon, 
God give you good perfeverance : you are my fon, 
ibr moft loyally have you acquitted yourfelf this day ; 
you are worthy to be a fovereign.' The prince bow- 
ed down very low, and humbled himfelf, giving all 
honor to the king his father. 

The Englifh, during the night, made frequent 
thankfgivings to the Lord, for the happy iffue of 
the day, and without rioting ; for the king had for- 
bidden all riot or noife. 

On the Sunday morning, there was fo great a fog 
that one could fcarcely fee the diftance of half an 
acre. The king ordered a detachment from the 
ai"my, under the command of the two marfhals, 
confifting of about five hundred lances and two 
thoufaiid ^rcheifs, to make an excurfion, and fee 

if 
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if there were any bodies of French coUefted to- 
gether. 

The quota of troops, from Rouen and Beauvais, 
had, this Sunday morning, left Abbeville, and St^ 
Ricquier in Ponthieu, to join the French army, and 
were ignorant of the defeat of the preceding even- 
ing : they met this detachment, and, thinking they 
muft be Freach, haftened to join them. 

As foon as the Englifh found who they wer^, 
they fell upon them ; and there was a (harp engage- 
ment ; but the French foon turned their backs, and 
fled in great diforder. There were flain in this flight 
in the open fields, under hedges and bufhes, upwards 
of feven thoufand ; and, had it been clear weather, 
not one foul would have efcaped. 

A little time afterwards, this fame party fell in 
with the archbifliop of Rouen and the great prior of 
France, who were alfo ignorant of the difcomfiture 
of the French ; for they had been informed that the 
king was not to fight before Sunday. Here began 
a ft-efli battle ; for thofe two lords were well attend- 
ed by good men at arms: however, they could not 
withftand the Englifh, but were almoft all flain, 
with the two chiefs who commanded them j very few 
efcaping. 

In the courfe of the morping, the Englifli found 
many Frenchmen who had loft their road on the Sa- 
turday, and had lain in the open fields, not knowing 
what was become of the king, or their own leaders. 
The Englifli put to the fword all they met : and it 
has been aflured to me for faft, that of foot foldiers, 
fent fi-om the cities, to^Mis and municipalities, there 

were 



Vfere flain, this Sunday morning, four tiii\es as naa- 
ny as in the battle of the Saturday. 



CHAP. CXXX. 



THE ENGLISH NUMBER THE DEAD SLAIN AT THE 

BATTLE OF CRECY. 

"THIS detachment, which had been fent to look 
after the French, returned as the king was 
coming from mafs, and related to him all that they 
Iiad feep and met with. After he had been affured 
by them that there was not any appearance of the 
French coUedling another army, he fent to have 
^e numbers and condition of the dead examined. 

He ordered on this bufmefs, lord Reginald Cob- 
ham, lord Stafford, and three heralds to examine 
their arms *, and two fecretaries to write down the 
names. They took much pains to examine all the 
dead, and were the whole day in the field of battle, 
not returning but juft as the king was fitting down 
to fupper. They made to him a very drcumftan- 
tial report of all they had obferved, and faid, they 
had found eighty banners, the bodies of eleven prin, 
ces, twelve hundred knights, and about thirty thoiv- 
fand common men. 

The Englifli halted there that day, and on the 
Monday morning prepared to march off. The king 



* In thofe days, kn-ghts, or perfons of nore, wore over 
tneir armour :i Inrcc:;-, hr.vinp^ their arms hi zo.:cd upon it, 

yiiii m.iv be ieen in any o.'d p.iintin^s of tl^.at a^e. 
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ordered the bodies of the prmcipal knights to be 
taken from the ground, and carried to the monaf- 
tery of Montenay, which was hard by, there to be 
-interred in confecrated ground. He had it pro- 
claimed in the neighbourhood, that he fliould grant 
a truce for three days, in order that the dead might 
be buried. He then marched on, paffing by Mon- 
treuil-fur-mer *. 

His marflials made an excurfion as far as Hefdin f, 
and burnt Vaubain and Serain ; but they could 
.make nothing of the caflle, as it was too ftrong and 
well guarded. They lay that Monday night, upon 
the banks of the Canche, near Blangy. The next 
day, they rode towards Boulogne, and burnt the 
towns of St. Joffe and Neufchatel J : they did the 
feme to Eftaples, in the country of the Boulondis* 

The whole army pafled through the foreft of Har- 
delou, and the country of the Boulonois, and came 
to the large town of Wifant, where the king, prince 
and all the Englifh lodged ; and, having refreflied 
themfelves there one whole day, they came, on 
the Thurfday, before the ftrong town of Calais. 



♦ In Picardy, dlocefe of Amiens, 

•J- In Artois, fituatcd on the Canche, diocefc of Arras4 

J Villages m Picardy, 
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CHAP. CXXXL 

THE KING OF ENGLAND LAYS SIEGE TO CALAIS,-^ 
THE POORER SORT OF THE INHABITANTS ARE 
' SENT OUT OF IT* 

J^ BURGUNDY knight, named fir John de 
Vienne, was governor of Calais ; and with him 
-were fir Arnold d*Andreghen, fir John de Surie, fir 
Bardo de Belleboume, fir Geoflfry de la Motte, 
fir Pepin de Were, and many other knights and 
fquires. 

On the king's arrival before Calais, he laid fiiege 
to it, and built, between it and the river and bridge, 
houfes of wood: they were laid out in ftreets, 
and thatched with' ftraw or broom ; and in this towb 
of the king's, there was every thing neceflary for an 
army, befides a market-place, where there were 
markets, every Wednefday and Saturday, for but- 
cher's meat, and all other forts of merchandife : 
cloth, bread and every thing elfe which came from 
England, and Flanders, might be had there, as well 
as all comforts, for money. 

The Englifti made frequent excurfions to Guines* 
and its neighbourhood, and to the gates of St. 
Omer and Boulogne, from whence they brought 
great booties back to the army. 

The king made no attacks upon the town, as he 
knew it would be only loft labour ; and he was fpa- 



* In Picardyi two leagues and a half from Calais. It was 
in the poffcflion of the Englifti above two hundred years. 
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ring of his men and artillery ; but faid, he vrould 
remain there fo long that he would flarve the town 
into a furrender, unlefs the king of France ihouM 
come there to raife the fiege. 

When the governor of Calais faw the prq>anu- 
dons of the king of England, he colleded together 
all the poor inhabitants, who had not laid in anj 
flore of provifions, and, one Wednefday mornings 
fent upwards of feventeen hundred men, women 
and children, out of the town. 

As they were paffing through the Englifli army, 
they aiked them, why they had left the town? 
They replied, Becaufe they had nothing to eat. 
The king, upon this, allowed them to pafs througii 
in £t£ety, ordered them a hearty dinner, and gave 
to ^ach two (terlings, as charity and alms, for whidi 
many of them prayed eameftly for the king. 



CHAP. CXXXII. 



THE DUKE OF NORMANDY RAISES THE SIEGE OF 

AIGUILLON. 

T^HE duke of Normandy, whom we left before 
Aiguillon, which he was befieging, ani iir 
Waiter Manny and the other knights who were 
iKithm it, made, about the middle of Auguft, a 
ftinnifli before fhe caftle, which increafed fo mudh 
that almoft his whole army was engaged in it, 
JNear about this time, the lord Philip of Burgundy, 
earl of Artois and of Boulogne, and coufin-german 
to the duke, arrived. He was a very young knight ; 

as 
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US foon as this (kirmifh commenced, he arm^d hint* 
felf, and, mounting a handfome deed, (luck fpurs 
into him, in order to haften to the combat ; but 
the horfe, taking the bit between his teeth, ran 
oflFwith him, and, in crofling a ditch, fellr into it 
upon the knight, who was fo grievoufly bruifed 
Ithat he never recovered, and in a fhort time died* 

Soon afterwards, the king of France fent to his^ 
fon, the duke of Normandy, to lay all other things 
aiide, and raife the fiege, in order to retiun di- 
re£lly into France, to defend his inheritance againfi 
the Englifh. 

The duke, upon this, demanded advice from the 
earls and barons there prefent ; for he had vowed 
he would never move from thence until he had tl» . 
caftle, and all within it, in his power : but they 
affured him, that fmce the king, his father, had fb 
exprefsly ordered him to return, he might comply 
without any forfeiture of his honour. On the mor- 
row, at break of day, therefore, the French de- 
camped, and, truffing up tents and baggage with 
great hafte, took the road for France. 

The knights who were in Aiguillon, feeing this, 
armed themfelves, and, mounting their horfes, fal^ 
lied forth, the pennon of fir Walter Manny taking 
the lead, fell upon the French, who were fcarcely 
all marched off, cut down and flew numbers, an4 
took upwards of forty piifoners, whom they brought 
back to the caftle. From them they learnt the fuc- 
cefsful campaign the king of England* had made in 
France, and that at prefent he was laying fiege to 
Calais, 

Before 
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Before the king of Frtoce left Amiens, after the 
battle bf Crety, to go for Paris, he was fo much. 
Enraged againft fir Godemar du Fay, for not having 
done his. duty in defenditig the ford of Blanche- 
taque, by which means the Englifh had entered 
Ponthieu, that he had detetoined to hang him ; to 
which .many of his council alfo were inclined, for' 
they were defirous that fir Godemar fhould make 
fome amends, by his death, for the defeat t|ie king 
had fuflfered at Crecy, and called him traitor ; but 
fir John of Hainault excufed him, and averted the- 
king's anger, by faying that it would have been 
difficult for him to have refifted the Englilh army, 
when all the flower of the French nobility united j 
could do hothingi 

Soon after this, the duke of Normandy arrived 
in France, where he was joyfully received by his 
parents^ the king and queen* 



CHAP. CXXXIIL 

SIR WALTER MANNY, BY MEANS OF A PASSPORf , 
RIDES THROUGH FRANCE, FROM AIGUILLON 
TO CALAIS. . 



r - 

A ^OUT* this time, fir Walter Manny had a con- 
verfation with- a'greatloiight from Normandy, 
whom he detained as his prifoner, and aiked him, 
What fujii he was willing to pay for his iranfom? 
The.' kmght : replied^ ' Three thoufahd rrowiisL' 
Upon this, ' fir .Waker feid : ' I know.you are re- 
lated' to ithe duke of Normandy, much. beloved by 
Vol, II. N him, 
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hiai, and one of hh- privy cotmfellors. IiviHclet 
ypu free upon your hpncKir, if you will got. to the 
duke^ and obtain from him a paflport for: ntyfelf 
and. twenty others, that we may ride through. 
France^ as far as Calail^^ P^yu^ courtecnifly; fert 
\dtatever we may want : if^ therefore^, yoxi obtain. 
ikis from the king, T (hall hold you free from >your' 
ran&>m^ asd^aUb be much obfiged ta youj focli 
bare a. great d^n^ to fee the king of Englaad, and: 
will not remain in any town more than one: xiight« 
If you cannot accompUfii it^ you will return iiii ai 
month to this fortrefs, as to your prifoju* 

The knight fet out for Paris^ and, Inndn^-obb. 
talned from the duke the paflport^ returned ^dlli'it 
to Sir Walter at Aiguillon, who acquitted Ittm' of 
Hs ranibm. 

Sir Walter, fhortly afterward, fet out witbtwwity;' 
horfe, and took his road through Awirergne. He 
told every where who he was, and, at every place 
he flopped, (hewed his paflport, and was dire£Uy 
fet at liberty ; but at Orleans he? was arrefted, al- 
though he Ihewed his papers, and from thence con* 
dufted to Paris, where he was confined in the pri* 
fon of the Chatelet. 

When the duke of Normandy heard of it, he 
went immediately to the kiiig^ aiid remonfthuted 
with him on the fubjed, becaufe fir WaltecJtfaniiy 
had had his paflport through his means, aad^de*. 
manded that he ihould, asr foon as poffible)- btefet^ 
at liberty ; otherwife it would be faid that • hH bant 
betrayed him. JThe king anfwered, that' bei< ia^ • 
tended putting hun to deatb^ fojKhe l6olBid<3ftpoii».. 
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as one of his ^eateft enemies. Upon whicfi^j 
the duke faxdy that if he put his intentions in exe- 
ctitioii) h^ would never bear arms againft the kin^ 
of Ei^and, and would prevent all thofe dependant 
fajtf him from doing the fame. Very high word$ 
pafied between them'; and he* left the king, declar* 
ing he would never ferve in any of his armies^ fd 
kmg- sis Walter Manny (hould remain in prifoii. 

Hiings remained in this fituatioii a kmg timei 
Thete wait i knight from Hainault, ntoied fu* MaA-^ 
fibt d'Aifhes, who was eager to ferve fir Walter^ 
tmt'had great difficulty in getting accefs to the duke 
of Normandy : however, at laft the king was ad- 
Vifed' to let fir Walter out of prifon, and to pay 
him all his expenfes. The king would have fit 
Walter to dine with him iri tHei h6tel de Nede at 
Paris^; when He prefented him with gifts and jewels 
io^he dihount of a thcmfand florins. 

Sir Walter accepted them, upon condition, that 
irhen he got to Calais he fhould inform the king^ 
nis lord^ of it ; and if it were agreeable to his plea- 
fitf ej he would keep them^ otherwife he would fend 

• • • 

The king and duke faid, that hd had fpoken like 
a loyal knight. 

Sir Walter then took leave of them* rode on by 
feUy* dayi jouhieyS to Hainault, and remained, to 
refrcfli liimfelf, three days in Valenciennes. 

He' arrived at Calais^ where he was well received. 
Iby the kli^g of Eiigktid, who, lipon bdng informed* 
bjr'fir Walter bf the prefents he had had froni the" 
Idti^ of Fiftoce, feid, * Sir Walter, you haVe hltKerioi 

N 2 mofl 
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mofl loyally ferved us, and we hope you will coi^ 
tinue to do fo ; fend back to king 1 hilip his pre- 
fents, for you have no right to keep them : we. 
have enough, thank God, for you and for ourfelves, 
and are perfedly well difpofed to do you all the^ 
good in our power, for the fervices you have ren^ 
dered us.* 

Sir Walter took out all the jewels, and, giving 
them to his coufm, the lord of Manfac, faid, ' Ride 
into France, to king Philip, and recommend me 
to him ; and tell him, that I thank him many times 
for the fine jewels he prefented me with, but that 
it is not agreeable to the will and pleafure of the 
king of England, my lord, that I retain them/ 
The knight did as he was commanded; but the 
king of France would not take back the jewels : he 
gave them to the lord of Manfac, who thanked the 
king for them, and had no inclination to refufe 
them. 



CHAP. CXXXIV. 



THE EARL OF DERBY TAKES MANY TOWNS AND* 
CASTLES IN POITOU, AND THE CITY OF POl- • 

TIERS. • • ' 

TT has been before mentioned, that the earl of 
Derby had remained in the city of Bourdeaux^ 
during the fiege of Aiguillon. As foon as he was 
informed that the duke of Normandy had raifed 
th^ fiege, he iffued out his fummons to all knights 
and fquires in Gafcony that were attached to the 

Englifli* 



Endifli. In obedience to whicli, there came fo 
Bpurdeaux the lords d'Albret, de rKfpa'rre, de 
llpfenu de JNlacidan, de Pamiersi de Courton, de 
Bouqiietoh, fir Aymery do Trade, and many others. 
The. earl collefted twelve hundred men at arms, 
two. thoufand archers, and three thojufand infantry. 
With ^efe he croflecj the Garomie, between Bour- 
deairx and Blaye?,and took the road for Salntonge.^ 
He firff came^ before-Mirabeau *, which he took by 
^flaultv as well as the caftle; and, huvlng placed 
fherein a garrifoh of his own men, rode on to Aul- 
A^iy tj which he alfo took and its caftle, and then* 
Benon J^and.Surgeres § : but they could make no- 
thing of the caftJe of Marans [|, which is about 
thraf Jeague^ from la Rochelle : they puflied on, 
therefore, to Mortaigne-fur-mer, in Poitou, which 
they took and,re-garrifo.ued. ITiey then advanced 
to Lufignan ^, j^nd burnt the town, but could not 
^n the qaftle,. They next marched to Taille- 
bourg**p and, haying conquered the bridge, town 
and caftle, put all the inhabitants to the fword, 
becaufe they had, in the aflault, killed a valiant 
knight. . ■ . . 

* The whoje country was fo much alarmed, that 
^ey fled before the Engliih, leaving their houfes 

* ■ W^l ■■■ ■ ■■■—■■ ■!■■■ ■■ ■ ■■■■■■■■ ■■■■ M. I ■■ ■■■■ 1^^ ■ ■ ■ ■■■ » !■ I ^»^^<W^— ^^ 

• A town in Poitou, diocefe of Poitiers. 

\ A town in Poitou. 

■% A town in Ancenis. 

5 A town in Ancenis. 

II A town in Ancenis. 

f A town in Poitou. 

••A town in Saiutonge, three leagues from Saintes. 
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eippty and defencelefs to ihut themfelyes up. in the 
fprtified towns. There w^s not any appearance of 
oppofition from the knights and fquires of Sam? 
tonge, who had retu-ed to their fortrefles^ irifhoill; 
making an effort ^ combat the Engjiih* 

The earl of Derby at laft came ')>efore the. tGfwn 
pf St^ Jean d' Angely *, and immediately .b^gan ^ 
attack upon it. There were not in ^jje . towa awj^ 
men at arms ; and at vefpers, when the attacle: i;r^ 
nearly en.ded, fir William de Rion^ mayor pf t||c 
town, and the principal inhabit^pits, fent tp deinan4 
paiTports for fix of the citizens to cqine and Xk^ 
with the earl : it was granted them fpr that. nighty 
^nd the whole of the next day. ,pi^ the morrow^ 
thefe citizens came to the earl in his tent, and fworj^ 
to be good Engliflimen as long as tlje king pf.Eng* 
Ignd, or any one ^om him, would keep .them in 
peace from the French, The earl refr^ihed hunfelf 
in the town for four days, and received t^e \\0t 
mage of .the inhabitants : he then advanced to 
Niorttj of which fir Gnifpard d* Angle was govqj?^ 
nor. ,He made tl^ree attacks upon it^ but not 
gaining any thing, he paiTed on, and came tQ (he 
yillage of St. Maximien, which he took by ^XJ^y 
an4 fl^w all that were within it. He next ^pircbe^ 
to Mqptreuil Bonint, where there were upwards dl 
two hundred coiners, who were minting money for 
the king of France, and who di^ared tha^t thgy 

« 

• In Saintonge, diocefe of Saintes. 

\ A city in Poitou^ nineteen leagues from Poitiers. 

X A town in PoitoUi three leagues from Ppitiers» 
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would not obey the fummons of the earl : but 
'there was To ibarp an aflfault made on it, that the 
town was taken, and all within put to death. The 
»earl .placed a new garrifon in the caftle, and ad* 
vanced-to Poitiers, which is a large draggling city : 
he could. only, therefore, lay fiege to it on one fide; 
for -he had not forces fufficient to furround it. He 
•ioiniediately made an ailault ; but the townfmen of 
the poorer fort were fo numerous, though little 
prepared for fuch an attack, and defended the town 
fo weH, that the earFs people gained nothing : they 
retired to their quarters much fatigued. 

On ^he morrow, fome of the earl's knights armed 
themfelves, rode round the town, and afterwards 
made liheir report to him of what they had feen 
and heard. There was then a council held ; and it 
ixras refolved to attack the town, in three different 
places at once, the next day, and to poft the greater 
number of the men at arms and archers at the 
weakeft part ; which was executed. 

It happened, that at that time there was not any 
gallant knight in the town, who knew what deeds 
^ arms were ; nor were they provided with any 
laccuftoiQed to wars, that might adirife them how 
properly to defend themfelyes. The earPs people, 
ihere&rQ, at this jaflault, entered the town at the 
weak^ part : and, whe^ thofe within faw them- 
fetves thus conquered, Jthey fled for the fafteft out 
of the other gates, for there were many. Upwards 
of ieven hundred were flain j for the earl's people 
put eireiy one to the fword, ;;aen, women and little 
fj:i^4ftn^ The city was inftiyxtly plundered. It 

N 4 was 
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was full of weaith, as well of its own inhabitantSj 
as of thdk in the neighbourhood, who had, retired 
into it-as to a piA^-e of fafcty. The anny deftroyed 
many churches, committed gi?eat waft^, and would 
have done much more, if the earl had not for- 
'biddcn, under pain of death, that either church or 
houfe fhould be fet on fire ; for he was defirous of 
remaining there ten or twelve days. Part of the 
difordersVere flopped, but much thieving ftill con^ 
tinned. . ' . .' 

The earl remained m th^ city twelve days : he 
might have ft aid longer, had he chofen it, for 'no 
one came to onpofe him', and the -whole country 
trembled : none dared to fhev/ themfelves* out of 
their ftrcng garrifons. He left .Poitiers empty, for 
its. fize r:,ndered it untenable. The army, at it^ 
departure, was fo laden wiih the riches they had 
found there, that they made no account of cloths, 
unlefs they were of gold or filver, or trimmed with 
furs. They returned, by eafy marches, to St. Jean 
d'Angely, where they remained for fome time. 
^I'he earl, during his ftay, made handfome prefents 
to the ladies and damfels of the town, and almoft 
every day gave them grand dinners or fuppers. He 
enlivened them fo much that he acquired great po- 
pularity : and they publicly faid, he was the moft 
noble prince that ever mounted fteed. On his 
taking leave of them, he made the ifnayor and prin- 
cipal citizens renew their oath, that they would 
keep and defend the town, as the legal inheritance 
of the king of England. The earl then fode on, 
with his whole army, to Bourdeaux, paffing by the 

fortrefTes 
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•fofrtrefles he had conquered, when he difmifled his 
' troops, and gave them many thanks for the fervices 
ihey had done. 



CHAP. CXXXV. 



THB KING OF SCOTLAND, DURING THE SIEGE OF 
CALAIS, INVADES ENGLAND. 

J HAVE been filcnt fome time refpefting the king 

of Scotland; but until this moment I have not 
had any thing worth relating of him ; for, as I have 
beforiB faid, mutual truces had been granted be- 
tween him and the king of England, which had not 
been mfringed. 

During the time the king of England was carry- 
ing on the fiege of Calais, the ^Scots determined to 
snake war upon him, thinking it a good opportu- 
nity to be revenged for the many difafters he had 
brought on them. England had at that time very 
few men at arms, as the king had a great number 
with him before Calais, as well as in his other ar- 
mies in Brittany, Poitou and Gafcony. 

'Hie king of France took great pains to foment 
this war, in ofder that the Englifli might have fo 
much to employ themfelves at home as would 
oblige them to raife the fiege of Calais, and return 
to England. 

King David iffued his fummons for a parliament 
to be holden at Perth ; which was attended by the 
e^is, prelates and barons of Scotland, who were 
unanimous fpr inva'ding England as fpeedily as 
poffible. 

Raynald, 



r86 

Raynald, lord of the iflos, >>arho ;governed the 
'Wild.Scot^y and whom alone they obey ed, was fei|t 
to, and intreated to attend the Parliament. He 
complied with the requefl, and brought three thoa* 
fand of the wildeft of his countrymen with him. 

When all the Scots were afTembled, they amounted 
together to about forty 'thoufand combatants : hnt 
they 'could not make their preparations fo fecretly 
^is to prevent news of it coming to the knowledge 
-of the queen of England, who had taken up her 
rrefidence in the north, near the borders. ;She 
wrole, and fent fummons to all that were attached 
io the king of England, to cotne to York by a cer- 
tain day. Many men at arms and archery, ^ht> 
hsA -remmned at home, >put themfelves in motion, 
aii4 advanced to Newcaftle-iipon-Tyne, which -the 
queen had appointed as the final place of reiw 
dezvous. 

'Jnthe mean while, the:ScOts fet out ^m'PerU^ 
•and advanced tihe firft day to Dunfermlme: the 
next day, they croffed a fmall arm 'of the ifea ; but 
the king went to Stirling, crofied the water th^e 
on -^ tncnrrow, and -came ^to Edinbi^^gh. Hei^ 
they baited and numbered their men. There ivef e 
full three thoufand knights apid fquires, wdU ait)Eied» 
and thirty thoufand others, mounted on galloways. 

They marched to Roxburgh, the firft $Krtre£^ 
bcionging to the EngKlh in their road, under Ithe 
comfwaad of the lord WilUam Montacute, who ^lad 
lately ereGed it againft the Scots. This <caftle h 
handfome, and very fbong i the Septs, ^ijierefbre^ 
pafied on, without attacking it, and took iQ>43ieir 

quarters 
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garters on the ban)u of a river *, between Krecy 
^tfttl .][^qqUe ; whence they began to deflroy and 
fmrn the coupitry pi CumberUnd. Some of their 
f(;Q^ts ^yfoic.ed .as far as York^ where they burnt 
;aU ;0Bthqut the wa}ls and down the river, and 
retwrp^d rto thdr.army, within one (lay's march of 

J^.ew<;aftl!B^ 

CHAP. CXXXVI. 

THjP BATTLE pF NEVIt's CRO^S. 

^li£ queen of -England, who was very anxious:te 

defend her kingdom, and guard it fram^jdl 

^fturbevs, in order to (hew that ihe was -in eanuft 

about it, came herfelf .to l^ewcaftlefUponrcT^n^^ 
She took up her refidence there, to wak i£ar(ii» 
foroes ^ihe expefte^ from the differmt iparts tif ithe 
lun^dom. 

P JSrol>ably*tlie'rt¥er waS'the Iptblngy siikL the 'towns ^iddl 
sffid Jt-aneri^rpft.; ifprJoifdiIWl^;fays* in )iU Apngjs, ftbi^ 
# ^yid ^fipi^ed.the <;afUe of LideU iuxd.belicaded W^il^or 
$elb^, tbesovemor. Selby, accordixigto thcufageof tho& 
loofe timeSj feems to have been both a robber and a warrior, 
alternately j^tjUMlering ftnd defending his country/ 

* f^t maLS one of the bond of robbers fo&mous in Etoglifli 
£kory, jBi^ho^ uader their ^ader» Gilbert Middle^oi^, robbed 
two .fgr^ijQ^s .a];Ld the bifhop of Ji)urbam- He afterwards 
lield .out tl^e caftles of Mitford an^ Horton againft his {bvc* 
rciga.^'^Scala Chron, ap. LAmi% T. i. p. 561* 

Yet Packi^gton, apod Leland, T. i.p. 470, faysy * David 
kiQg of (Scotites caufed Abe m^U higi^ Waker SctH>y# o^pitafoe 
of Jthe .Pyle pf X«ydellc> to he .flayoe ^ore |u( owq^ iapci Ml; 
frf^n^ him fp much as to be CQijfirffc^.* 

The 
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- The Scots, Virhb were informed that Newcaftfe 
was the place of rendezvous of the Englifh army, ad- 
vanced thither, and fent their van-guard to Ikirmiffi 
near the ' town ; who, on their return, burnt feme 
hamlets adjoining to it. ^ The fmoke and flames 
came into the town which made the Englifli impa- 
tient to fally out upon thofe who had done this 
mifchief, but their leaderis would not permit 
them. 

On the morrow, the king of Scotland, with full 
forty thoufand men, including all forts, advanced 
TOtiiin.>three ihort/Englifh miles of Newcaftle, and 
took upi this quarters on the lands of the lord Ne- 
iBfle. He fent ito inform the army in the town^ 
that, if i they were willing to come forth, he would 
wait for them and give them battle. 

vTbe -barons, and. prelates of England fent for anf- 
wer, that they accepted his offer, and would rifk 
their lives with -the realm of their lord and king. 
They fallied out in number about twelve hundred 
men at arms, three thoufand archers, and feven 
thotifand other men, incltiding the WeWh. The 
Scots pofted themfelves oppofite to the Englifti ; and 
each army was drawn out in battle array. 

The queen of England then came to the place 
where her army was, and remained until it was 
drawn out in four battalions. The firft was under 
the command of the bilhop of Durham and the lord 
Percy : .the fecond, under the archbiihop of York 
and the lord Neville : the tliird, under the bifhop 
of Lincoln and the lord Mowbray : the fourth was 
conamanded by the lord Baliol, governor of Ber- 
wick, 
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^ck, the archbiftiop of. Canterbury and the lord 
Roos. Each battalion had its juft proportion of 
men at arms and archers, as was expedient. The 
queen now advanced among them, and entreated 
them to do their duty well, in defending the honor 
of their lord and king, and urged them, for the love 
of God, to fight manfully. They promifed her 
that they would acquit themfelves loyally, to the ut- 
moft of their power, and perhaps better than if the 
king had been there in perfon. The queen then 
took her leave, and recommended them to the jpro-- 
tedion of God and St. George. 

The two armies were foon after in motion, and 
the archers on each fide began to ihoot ; but thofe, 
of the Scots did not long continue it, whilft the Eng- 
Kfli (hot inceffantly. When the, battalidns were got' 
into clofe combat, the engagement was fliarp, and" 
well fought. 

The battle began about nine o'clock, and lafte4^ 
until noon. The Scots had very • hfcird *and (harp 
axes *, with which they dealt deadly blows ; but iit 
laft the Englifli gained the field, though it cpft them* 
dear by the lofs of their men. . On the pait of the, 
Scots, there fell in the field, the ea;-l of Sys,. thi^i 
earl Doftre, the earl Patris t, the earl: of Furiant ^, 
the earl Daft redure, the earl of Mar, the earl John* 
Douglas §, fir Alexander Ratnfay, who bore the. 
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• Q. Lochahcr axes. 

+ Probably Patrick earl of Dunbar. 

X Qi Sutherland. 

5 No ^iir/ Douglas at thai period. 

King^s 
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kii^Vbim(Mr, toid'iniaKy other barons^ knights an^ 
iipiires*. 

The . laa§'xf£^ SeeAztnA \«ra^ takeh piifbner, fight: 
ii^.7nofb)gattanUy^ and< badly^woond he 
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^' ' Kfiygjitea i&{;b^iii(lor>iaii who has- givt^n the mOAr am* 
pl^ lift of the killed at the battle of Durham ; yet it is, in Va- 
rious particirlars, erroneous ; and it has been ftrangely dlC^ 
figcired by the miftakesrof traiifcribfersi K^^ghron has aflford-* 
cd^>the'gfOttiid-V>ofkof-th«fonorwing lift'; attdtarfchas bcferf 
«Cakcn to 'coriie^hri ^elrobf ^ wfaenrver they cottld-betlet^ded.' 
Jhis 'was the more neceilary, becatrfe' our writers feeim to 
have defpaired of beings, abk t^ corred the liftt and hat£ left 
n!iany names as erroneous as they found tliem^ Th^s, Aber« 
crcMUe^'faas iff^l&f'de^J^'and Ri*hi^MA^dM$ aftd-tb^ 
cdooeftl'hts fgttopance; he 'affinns^chdnk'to have been Freiicllfii» 
XBen.. He* has alfo» David BaHaMf 2LTid Nicif&lai Chf^doRan^ 
names for which he ha» not ventured to account. Some ad-^ 
<^itions have been procured fi^m Ford\ln« although' his lilT 
is not fo full as that in Itnyghton^ Thefe additiohs zTt'ixAixk' 
cdr F. 

^ Iif isimpoffiUe t<r giire a coireiftirft of tiH theprtfonet^ of 
diftindlion taken At Durham^ for it appears, ttiatonanjr per- 
fons privately took ranfoms for the pirifoners whom they had 
made« and fuSered thenl to departs This *pra6uce became* 
fo geiterafi, tharit was proWbitfcd nnde!r pain- of death^ [20th' 
Notinemfoen and tsthDeceiMbei^ HAl^V 

* Moftrof the prifimerstof HiftiiidKbiii who had-nbt ^izp6dt- 
by means^o^this connivance* where ordered to be conveyed 
to the tower of London [8tk December 1346]* Ft-om that 
ihftrument> and from (bme other fcattered notibe^» I have* 
draim^upar-lift of prifbner&» not fo complete, indeed, as 
might have been wifhed, yet more authentic and intelligi<^ 
ble than any that has been hitherto exhibited. 

•KILLED. 

• John Randolph, earl of Moray, — the youngor tok oTRan^s 
dolph^the regent. With him xhk male line of that heroic fal* 

mily 



^Mffcaptttced bj a fqutre of Mbithttmberland^ named' 
John Gopdand, who, as fooa as be got^bim, paSii 

ed 



mily ended* He was fucceeded in his honors and eftate 
by his fifter^ the countefs of March> vulgarly termed Black 

• Maurice Moray t earl of Strathem, — ^in right of his xnothef 
Mary. The Englifhy in general, did not acknowledge his title* 
Knyghton mentions him again under the name o£MawriceA 

AMmfrcj* 

• David, de laye Haye, con(lable> F. — Knyghton men* 
tions his name» but without his title of office. 

• Robert Keith> marihaU F.— grandfon of fir Robert 
Ketth. 

• Robert d^' Peebles, chamberlain, F. — ^TTiere is confider- 
able uncertainty as to this name. 

« Thomas Charters, chancellor, F.— Dc Camuto. A name 
of great antiquity in Scotland. See Crawfurd, Officers of 
State» p^ i9« 

•Humphry de Boys.— Knyghton and hiscopyifts fayv ^« 
Bhys, probably Bojt, the fame with Boyfe, or Bdeci. 

• JcJhn de Btmne ville, F; 

« Thomas Boyd.— This is a miftake in Knyghton, unle(% * 
there 'were two perfons of that name \ for there was a Tho« 
mas Boyd among the prifoners. 

* Andrew iButtergaik, F.— This family fubfifted until abbut 
the beginning of the 15th century, whfen the heirefs, Marga- 
ret B^ttergaik of that ilk, >madeover her eftate to the family 
of Gray. 

• Roger OjMweron* 

• John dfCrrwfiird. 

•William Frafer, F,— of Cowte; anceflorof lofd S^ton* 

• David' fttl*^Robert— Probably fome pedbn who had not 
as yet 'aflumed a famame. 

• William de Haliburton.— Fordun fays ^^alter^ but tk^tt ' 
is a Walter de Hdliburttitt' among the prifoiiers. 

^ WWttatide ia riiyr.' 

^Gilbert 
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ed through the crowd, and^ with eight pthe^' 
companions, rode off, and never Hopped uiildl he^ 

was 

* Gilbert de Inchmartin, F- 

* Edward de Keith. 

* Edmunde de Keith. — According to Knyghtonf the bF©- 
ther ot Edward de Keith. 

* Reginald Kiikpatrick. 

* David de Lindefay, — faid by Fordiin, to have been •^thtf 
fen and heir of lord David de Lindefay/ anceilor of thciearJsf 
of Crawfurd and Balcarras. 

* John de Lindefay. 

' Robert Maitland, — called Mantalent by Knyghton : from 
whence Abercrombie formed * Mahalent^ a French knight r* 
plainly Matuknt^novf Mattlandt of 1 hirleflane, anceftor of thd 
earl of Lauderdale. 

* — — : — Maitland, — the brother of Robert Maitland cf 
Thirleftane. 

' Philip de Meldrum, — called de Mildron by Knyghtoa. 

* John de la More. 

* Adam Moygrave, 

* William Moubray. — There was a William Mowbray 
among the prilbners. 

* Willlani de Ramfay, the father. — ^A Williamde Ramfay, 
probably tie younger y was among the prifoners. 

'MichaeJ Scot, F. — of Murthockflone, now Murdieftoo^ 
anceftor of the duke of Buccleugh. 

*. John St. Clair.— 1 here was a John St. Clair among the 
prifoners. 
1 ' Alexander Strachan, — called Straggy by Knyghton. 

* Strachan,— the brother of Alexander Strachan. 

* John Stewart. 

* John Stewart.— I conjedurc that fir John Stewart ef 
Dreghorn is meant, whofe father Alan was killed at. Halt-) 

don. 

* Alan Stewart, the brother of John Stewart.- 

* Adam de Whitfom*^ Knyghton has ^dam de Njifton, which 

■ "■ i ' ■ ' i * 
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^^cras diftant from the field of battle about fifteen 
zniles. He came about vefpers, to Ogle cafUe, on 

the 



is plainly an error in tranfcribing. Perhaps de Dermtftoun is • 
the right name. Knyghton reckons Patanut Heryng^ r. Pa» 
t rictus Her on f among the flain. It appears from Foedera, 
that he was a prifoner. Knyghton alfo reckons the earl of 
Sutherland among the flain, Fordun among the prifoners. It 
is certain that he was not killed ; and, if he were made pri- 
foner, he muft have been among thofe who were fuffered to 
eicape immediately after the battle. 

^PRISONERS. 

• David II. king of Scots,— He received two wounds before 
he yielded himfelf a prifoner. 

• Duncan carl of Fife. — He had fworn fealty to Baliol. 
He was^condemued to fu£Fer death as a traitor, but obtained 
mercy. 

' John Graham, earl of Menteth, — in right of his wife 
Mary, according to the mode of thofe times : he was execut- 
ed as a traitor. He had formerly fworn fealty to Ed- 
ward HI. 

• Mai col :n Fleming, earl of Wigton.— He is called Mai-- 
eolm FJemingf without any addition; Foedera, T- v, p. 537. 
He had a grant of the earldom of Wigton in i342« See 
Crawflird, Peerage, p. 493. But the Englifh 'government 
did not acknowledge the right of David 11. to confer titles of 
honor* It is probable that he made his efcape ; for, in Ca- 
lenders of Antient Charters, p. 203. there is this title, * de 
capiendo Robertum Bertram, qui Malcolmum Fleming, Sco- 
tum, inimicum regis, evadere permilit.* 

' George Abernethy,— of Salton, anceftor of lord Salton. 

' David de Annand. 

' William Baillie,: — ^fuppofed to be Baillie of Lambiftoun 
or Lambintoun, vulgarly Lamington ; Nifbet, vol. ii. Appcn- 
dix, p. 137. But fee fir James Dalrymple, p. 41c. 

< Thomas Boyd,— probably of Kilmarnock. The fon of 
that Boyd who was the faithful and fortunate companion of 
Robert Bruce. 

Vol. ii. O «Aadr'ew 
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the river Blythe^ ^xi^ there declare^ th^t he would 
not furrender his prifoner, the king of ScQtland, to 

man 

-■ II I I I I IT III I - _ jjL - J_ J ■■■■ ■■ ■- _^. 

* Andrew Campbell, — of Lotrdonn. In right of his mo- 
ther, Sufanna Crawfiird, heritable (heriflP of Airfhirc, an- 
ceftor of the earl of Loudoun. 

* Gilbert de Carrick, — anceftor of the earl of Caffilis. 
His fon affumed the name of Kennedy. 

* Robert Chifliolm. 

' Nicholas Knockdolian> — called ClopdoRan by KnyghtOB, 
and by Abercrombie ClopodoUan, in Galloway, although the 
name has a German air. 

' Fergus de Crawfurd. — Roger de Crawfurd. 

* Bartholomew de Dermond, — a German, as the record 
in Fcedera bears. This is mentioned, becaufe Abercrombie, 
vol. ii. p. 99. fays, * perhaps Drwnmond* although he had 
perufed Fcedera. 

* John Douglas, — probably the younger brother of Wil- 
liam Douglas of Liddefdale, anceftor of the earl of Morton* 

« William Douglas, the elder. — ^This perfon> I am con- 
fidenti is William Douglas, the baftard brother of William 
Douglas of Liddefdale. There is no evidence that William 
lord Douglas, fon of Archibald, fumamed Ttneman^ and firft 
earl of that family, was made prifbner at Durham, or, in- 
deed, that he was prefenc at the battle. Fordnn, L. xiv. 
c. 6. exprefsly fays, that he did not come from France till 
after the battle. We learn from Fcedera, that he was at 
liberty while others were prifbners; and we do not learn 
from Fcedera, that he was ever a prifoner. To ftipport. an 
erroneous hypothefis of Boece, concerning William Jord 
Douglas, records have been mrfconftru6!ed and mifapplied. 

* Patrick de Dunbar. — Adam de Fullarton* — ^John Gif- 
fard.— Laurence Gilibrand. 

' David Graham,— of Montrofe ; anceftor of the duke of 
Montrofe. 

* Alexander Hal iburton,— John de HaHburton. — Doug- 
las^ Peerage^ p. 321. conjectures, not improbably, that thty 

were 
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YAan or voman-cKcept to his lord the king of Eng« 
laikl. That fame day were taken prifoners, the earls 

of 
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were the brothers of Walter de Haliburton. Bat be ought 
not to have referred to Fordun^ v. ii. U^ xiv. c. 3.] in proof 
of this, for Fordun mentions them not. 

* Walter de HaliburtOD, — predcceffor of the lords Hali- 
burton of DIrleton. 

* Patrick Heron. — William de Jardin. 

* Roger de Kirkpatrick. — Made prifoner by Ralph de 
HalUngs. Hadings died of his wounds. He bequeathed 
the body of Roger de Kirkpatrick to his joint legatees^ Edf 
inund (liftings of Kynthprp and John de Kirkeby ^ Fced^raf 
T. V. p. 535. 

* Thomas de Lippes,"— called, in Calendars of Antlent 
Cbarters, cbev^lUr. If he was not a foreigner* I kmpm not 
who he was. 

* William d^ Livingfton. 

* — Loreiuy — faid, in the record, to have btecn the 

ion of £u(lace Lorein. This Euftace, failed Tqffj^ by Forr 
dun* JU.. xi^, c, 5. yras captain of Rokeiburgh under Douglaf 
of Liddefdale, the governor. 

* Duncan M*Donnel.— Not in the lift in Foedera, T, v. 
p. 535. but mentioned as a prifoner, Foedera* T. t. p. 554. 

* Duncan M'Donnel.— See Foedera, ib. the (on of the 
former. 

* ■ ' ■ de Makepath. — Were it not for the particle ^, 
I (hould fuppofe that fome perfon of the name of M*Betb 
was here underftood. 

* John de Maxwell,— of Carlaverock, anceftor of the earl 
ofNithfdalc. 

* Walter Moine. — David Moray.— William de Moray. -^ 
William More.— William Moubray. 

* Patrick de Polwarth, — anceftor of the earl of March - 
n^ont. ^ 

^ John de Prefton,-«^ppofed to have been the anceftor of 
Prefton lord Dingwall* 

O 2 ' Alexandea^ 
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of Murray and March, lord William Douglas, lord 
Robert de Werfy, the bifhops of Aberdeen and St. 
Andrews, and many other barons and knights. 
There were about fifteen thoufand flain, and the 
remainder faved themfelves as well as they could. 
This battle was fought near Newcaftle, in the year 
1346, on a Saturday preceding Michaelmas day*. 



CHAP. CXXXVII. 



JOHN eOPELAND TAKES THE KINO OF SCOTLAND 
PRISONER, AND RECEIVES GREAT ADVANTAGES 
FROM IT. 

T^HEN the queen of England, who had remained 
in Newcaftle, heard that her army had gained 
the day, fhe mounted her palfrey, and went to the 
field of battle. She was informed that the king of 
Scotland had been made prifoner, by a fquire of 



* Alexander de Ramfay.— Henry de Ramfay.— Nefs de 
Ramfay. 

* William de Ramfay.— Probably fir William Ramfay of 
CoUuthy. He was at the battle of Poiftiers in 1356, and 
was made prifoner there^ 

* William de Salton. — Not in Fccdera ; but mention is 
made of him. Calendar of Antient Charters, p. 199. 

* John St. Clair. — Alexander Steel. — Alexander Stewart. 

* John Stewart,— of Dalfwinton, as the record bears. 
Anceftor of the earl of Galloway. 

' John Stewart,— a baftard, as the record bears. 

* John de Valence — William de Vaux.— Robert Wallace.* 

jirmals of Scotland^ vol. ii. App. No. 6. p. 321. etfeq. 

* It was on the 1 7th Odober. 

S the 
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the name of John Copeland, but who had rode off 

^th him they could not tell whither. The queen 

ordered him to be written to, to bring the king of 

Scots to her, and to tell him that he had not done 

what was agreeable to her, in carrying off his pri« 

foner without leave. All that day the queen and 

army remained on the field of battle, which they 

had won, and on the morrow returned to New- 

caftle *. 

When the letter from the queen was prefented 
by a knight to John Copeland, he anfwered, that 
he would not give up his prifoner, the king of 
Scots, to man or woman, except to his own lord. 



• * Froiflart fnppofes that Philippa, the confort of Ed- 
ward III., was their leader ; and in this he has been impli* 
citly followed by the later hiftorians of both nations. A young 
and comely princefs, the mother of heroes, at the head of an 
army in the abfence of her lord, is an ornament to hillory t 
yet no Englifh writer of confiderable antiquity mentions 
this circumllance, which, if true, they would not have omit- 
ted. Baliol alfo is faid to have been next iix command to 
queen Philippa : yet the ancient Englifh writers fay nothing 

of it ; and the whole drain of the Fcedera is ineonfiftent with 
the hypothelis of his having any fuch command. Barnes, 
page 398, fays, that the Englifh * were in number iwelve 
hundred men at arms, three thoufand archers and feven 
thoufand footmen < befides a choice band of expert foldiers, 
newly come from before Calais ; the whole amounting to 
fixteen thoufand complete.' For this he quotes Giovanni 
Vfllani, the Florentine hiftorian, lib. xii. c. 75. Villani's 
account of the battle of Durham is exceedingly fuperficial 5 
and, which is remarkable, he fays nothing of what Barnes 
quotes as from him. Sec Muratori Scrip. Ital. T. xiii. 
P* 959'* -Annals of Scotland. 

O3 the 
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the king of England : that they might depend on 
hi^ taking proper care of him ; and he would be 
anfwerable for guarding him well. 

The queen, upon this, wrote letters to the king, 
which flie fent off to Calais, She therein informed 
him of ih^ ftate of his kingdom. 

The king then ordered John Copeland to dome 
to him at^Calais, who^ having placed his prifoHeir 
under good guards, in a ftrong caftle on the bor* 
ders of Northumberland, fet out, and, paifing 
through England, came to Dover, where he em- 
barked, and landed near Calais. 

When the king of England faw the fquire^ he 
took him by the hand, and faid, ' Ha, welcome my 
fquire, who, by his valour, has captured my adver- 
fary the king of Scotland.' John Copeland, filling 
on one knee, replied, * If God, out of his grefat 
kindnefs, has given me the king of Scotland, and per- 
mitted me to , conquer him in arms, no one ought 
to be jealous of it ; for God can, when he pleafes, 
fend his grace to a poor fquire, as well as to a 
great lord. Sir, do not take it amifs, if I did not 
furrender him to the orders of my lady the queen j 
for I hold my lands of you, and my oath is to you, 
not to her, except it be through choice.* The king 
anfwered ; ' John, the loyal fervice you have done 
vs, and our efteem for your valour is fo great, that 
it may well ferve you as an excufe ; and fhame fall 
upon all thofe that bear you any ill will. You will 
now return home, and take your prifoner, the king 
of Scotland, and convey him to my wife : and, by 
way of remuneration, 1 affign lands, as near your 

houf<^ 
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houfe as yovt can chbofe them, to the afnoinirt 6f 
five hundred pounds fterKng a-year, fot y6u artd 
your heirs ; and I retain you as a fqdire of my body 
and of my houfehold •/ 

John Copeland left Calais the third day after his 
arrival, and returned to England: when he was 
come home, he aflembled his friends and neigh- 
bours, and, in company with them, took the khig 
of Scots, and conveyed him to York, where he 
prefented him, in the name of the king, to the 
queen, and made fuch handfome excufes that ihe 
was fatisfied. 

When the queen had fufficiently provided for 
the defence of the city of York, the caftle of Rox- 
burgh, the city of Durham, and the town of New- 
caftle-upon-Tyne, as well as for all the borders, and 
had appointed the lords Percy and Neville gover- 
nors of Northumberland, to take proper care of it, 
ihe fet out from York, and returned to Li^ori. 
She orderrd the king.of Scots, the earl of Mnrray, 
and the other prifonerS to be confined in the towet 

of London, and, having placed a fufficient guard 

• 

* * Copeland was made a banneret, with a falary of 500 1, 
yearly, to him aAd to his heirs, until lands of the like yearly 
amount fhocUd be bellowed on him. He obtained a pendon 
for life of 100 1., under condition of fumifhing twenty men 
at arms. He was alfo made warden of Berwick. Befides 
uU this, it appears that he obtained the office of fheriflp of 
Northumberland, and keeper of Roxburgh caftle. Robert 
de Bertram had a peudon of 200 marks, given to him and 
to his heirs, until the king fhould provide him in lands of 
<qual value, for his capture of the knight of Liddefdale.' 

AnnaiSi — and Fttdera, 

O 4 over 



over them, fet out for Dover, where flie embarked, 
and, with a favourable wind, arrived before Calais 
three days preceding the feaft of All-faints *. 

The king, upon her arrival, held a grand court, 
and ordered magnificent entertainments for all the 
lords who were there, but more efpecially for the 
ladies; as the queen had brought a great many 
with her, who were glad to accompany her, in 
order to fee fathers, brothers and friends, that were 
engaged at this fiege of Calais. 



CHAP. CXXXVIII. 

THE YOUNG EARL OF FLANDERS IS BETROTHED, 
THROUGH THE CONSTRAINT OF THE FLEMINGS, 
TO THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING OF ENGLAND. 
HE ESCAPES TO FRAN€E IN A SUBTLE MANNER. 

HTHE fiege of Calais lafted a long time j during 
which many gallant feats of arms and adven- 
tures happened ; but it is not poffible for me to 
relate the fourth part of them : for the king of 
France had pofled fo many men at arms in the for- 
trefles, and on the borders of the counties of 
Guines, Artois, Boulogne, round to Calais, and had 
fuch numbers of Genoefe, Normans, and others 

• Knyghton, p. 2592, relates, that, by command of Ed- 
ward III. David Bruce was condudled to the tower, under 
an efcort of 20,000 men, well armed : that the different 
companies of London, in their proper drefles, were prefent 
at the proceffion ; and that David Bruce rode on a tall black 
borfcj fo as to be feen by all men. 

in 



201 

in veflels on the fea, that none of the Englifli conid 
▼enture abroad on horfeback or on foot, to forage^ 
>¥ithout meeting fome of thefe parties : there were 
frequent (kirmifhes near the gates and ditches of 
the town, which never ended without feverai being 
killed and wounded : fomedmes one fide gained the 
advantage, and fomedmes the other. 

The king of England and his council ftudied* 
night and day, to invent engines more eflfedually 
to annoy the town : but the inhabitants were equally 
alert to deftroy^heir eflfeft, and exerted themfelves 
fo much, that they fuflfered nothing from them* 
However, no provifions could be brought into the 
place but by ftealth, and by the means of two ma# 
riners, who were guides to fuch as adventured: 
one was named Marant, and the other Meftriel; 
both of them redded in Abbeville. By their means, 
the town of Calais was frequently viflualled : and 
by their boldnefs they were often in great danger, 
many times purfued and almoft taken; but they 
efcaped, and flew and wounded many of the Eng- 
lifli. 

The fiege laft:ed all the winter. The king had a 
, gteat defire to keep on good terms with the munid* 
polities of Flanders, becaufe he thought that through 
them he fliould the more eafily obtain his end. He 
made, therefore, frequent proteftations of fnend- 
' fliip to them, and gave them to underfliand, that, 
after he fliould have fucceeded at Calais, he would 
re-conquer for them Lifle, Douay and all their de- 
pendencies : fo that the Flemings, believing in fuch 
promifes, put themfelves in motion, about the time 

that 
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that the king Ttras in Noi-mandy, Trhence he came 
to Crecy and Calais ; and they laid fiege to Bethune. 
They had chofen, for their commander, the lord 
Oudart de Renty, who had been banifhed from 
France, and had clofely beiieged the town, and 
much damaged it by their attacks : but there were 
within fovur knights for the king of France, who 
well defended it ; their names were, fir Geofiiy de 
Chargny^ the lord Euftace de Ribeaumont, the lord 
Baudoin d'Anequin, and lord John de Lsuidas^ 

The towli of Bethune was fo well defended, thSt 
the Flemings conquered nothing : they returned 
therefore to Flanders^ not having been more fud- 
cefsful than before. 

When the king of England was come to Calais, 
he did not ceafe fending flattering meffenger^, and 
promifes, to the municipalities of Flanders, ta pre- 
ferve their friendfhip, and leffen their opinion of the 
king of France, who was taking great p^ihs to ac- 
quire their aflfeftions. The king of England would 
have gladly feen the earl Lewis of Flanders, who aft 
that time was but fifteen years old, married to hfe 
daughter Ifabella, and fet fo many engines to work 
among the Flemings that they acceded to it, which 
mightily rejoiced the king ; for he imagined, tJialt 
by this marriage he would eafily govern that coun- 
try. 

The Flemings alfo thought, that this alliaftte 
would enable them more effeftually to refifl the 
French j and that it would be more profitable to be 
conneQied with the king of England thatn with the 
king of France. 

Their 



Their young earl; however, who had been edn^ 
cated with the royal family of France, and who at 
the time was in that kingdom, would not agree to 
ftj and declared frankly, that he would never take 
to wife^ the daughter of him who had flaiii his fa* 
tfaer. 

On the other hand, duke John of Brabant was 
tery eagerly trying to make a match between the 
earl and his daughter, and promifed to obtain for 
Hm the full enjoyment of Flanders, by fair or foul 
means. The duke alfo gave the king of France to 
underftand, that, if the marriage took place, he 
would manage the Flemings, that they fhould attach 
tbemfelves to him, in preference to the king of £ng'« 
land. Upon the ftrength of thefe promifes, the 
king of France confented to the marriage of the earl 
of Flanders with the duke of Brabant's daughter* 
After the duke had obtained this confent, he fent 
meflengers to all the principal citizens of the great 
towns in Flanders, who coloured the union with fd 
many fpecious reafons, that the councils of the prin- 
cipal tovms fent to the earl, and informed him that 
if he would come to Flanders, and follow their ad- 
vice, they would be his true friends, and would give 
up to him all royalties, rights and jurifdidions, in a 
greater degree than any earl had hitheno been poC* 
feffed of. The earl was advifed to go to Flanders, 
where he was joyfully received ; and the chief 
towns made him rich and handfome prefents. 

As foon as the king of England was informed ai 
this, he fent the earls of Northampton and Aruiidel^ 
and lord Reginald Cobham, into Flanders ; who 

managed 
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managed matters fo well with the leading men in 
place, and with the corporations, that they were 
more deiirous their lord (hould marry a daughter 
of the king of England, than the daughter of the 
duke of Brabant : they very affeflionately ^intreated 
their lord fo to do, and fupported it by many ftrong 
and good arguments, which would be too tedious to 
detail here; infomuch that thofe of the duke of 
Brabant's party could fay nothing to the contrary. 
The earl, however, would not confent to it, not- 
withftanding their fair fpeeches and arguments, but 
repeated his former declaration, that he would never 
marry the daughter of him who had killed his father, 
were he to have a moiety of the kingdom of Eng- 
land for her dower. 

When the Flemings heard this, they faid, their 
lord was too much of a Frenchman, and very ill ad- 
vifed, and that he muft not expeft any good from 
them, fmce he would not liflen to their councils. 
They arrefted him, and confined him, though not a 
clofe prifoner, and told him, he fhould never have 
his liberty until he would pay attention to their ad- 
vice : they added, that if the late earl, his father, 
had not loved the French fo much, but had liflened 
to them, he would have been the greateft prince in 
Chriftendom, and would have recovered LiHe, Be^ 
thune and Douay, and been alive at this day. 

Whilft all this was paffing, the king of England 
ftill held on the fiege of Calais. He kept his court 
there at Chriftmas in a royal and noble manner ; 
and in the enfuing Lent, the earl of Derby, the earl 
of Pembroke, the earl of Oxford, and many knights 

and 
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aad fquires who had crofied the fea with them, re- 
turned from Gafcony. 

The earl of Flanders was for a long time in dan* 
ger from the Flemings, and, being a prifoner, was 
perfedly weary of it. He therefore made them un- 
deriland, that he was willing to follow their advice, 
for he could receive more advantages from them 
than from thofe in any other country. Thefe words 
pleafed the Flemings much : they gave him his 
liberty, and allowed him to partake of one of his 
favourite amufements, hawking, of which he was 
very fond. However, when he went to follow this 
fport, they fet a good watch over him, that he did 
not efcape, nor was ftolen from thofe who had un- 
dertaken to guard him, on pain of death. Thefe 
guards were of the king of England's party j and 
watched him fo clofely that they would fcarcely allow 
him to make water. 

This condu£t lafted fo long, and was fo offenfive 
to the earl, that he agreed to marry , the king of 
England^s daughter. The Flemings immediately 
informed the king of it, and deflred that the king 
and queen would come to the monaftery at Bergues, 
accompanied by theur daughter, and they would 
bring their earl there, and conclude the marriage; 
You may eafily imagine how pleafed the king and 
queen were with this news : they faid, the Flemings 
were very good fort of people. A day was fixed on 
for all parties to be at Bergues St. *Vinox, between 
Newport and Gravelines. 

The moll powerful and leading men of the prin- 
cipal towns of Flanders came thither in great pomp, 

bringing 
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bringing th^ir lord with them. He ifefpedfully ik* 

luted the king and queen, who were there in great 

flate. 

The king took the earl gently by the hand, )ed 

him fprth) mi faid, to excufe himfelf as b^g the 

pauie of the death of his father, that, as God Ihpuld 

help him^ he had never heard, on the day of tb^ 

b^Ule o( Crecy, nor on the morrow, that the eari 

bad been there. 

The young earl appeared to be fatisfied with iho 
excufe. The fubjeft of the marriage was next dif« 
CttiTed, and certain articles and treaties were agreed 
upon between the king, the earl, and the ftates of 
Flwiders, which were promifed and fwom to be 
adhered to *. 

The earl was then betrothed to the lady IfabeUa, 
daughter of the king and queen of England, whom 
he engaged to efpoufe ; but the day of marriage was 
put off*, until the ki^g fhould have more leifyre. 
The Flemings returned home, taking with them 
their lord ; and they quitted the king, queen md 
the council in very good humour : the king went 
back to the iiege of Calais. 

Things remained in this ftate : whilft the Ismg 
was making preparations for rich prefents of clothe 
and jewels to diftrjbute on the wedding-day, the 
queen was employed in the fame manner, as (he ws|$ 
anxious to acquit herfelf on the occafion with honor 
and generofity. 
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* There is in the Foedera the treaty of Marriage, dated 
Dunkirk, ^d March i.H^» ^^^ the feal has been torn off, 
probably as not having been carried into effeft. 

The 
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The earl of Flanders, who was returned to his 
own country, and among his own people, was con- 
tinually hawking, and pretended that this Englifh 
alli^Mure was perfediy agreeable to him. The Flem- 
ings believed all he faid, and did not keep fo (hid 
a guard upon him as before : but they were not 
Aea acquainted with the difpofition of their lord ; 
£9?, however much he might diflfemble in his out- 
ward bdiaviour, he was in his heart devoted to the 
Frsidu 

It happened one day, in the fame week that he 
was to efpoufe the englifh princefs, he went out a 
hawking : the falconer fled his hawk at a heron, 
and the earl did the fame with his : the two hawks 
puriued their game, and the earl galloped off, as if 
following them, crying, * Hoye, hoye/ When he 
was at fome diflance from his keepers, and in the 
opeft fields, he fluck fpurs into his horfe, and made 
fuch fpeed that he was foon out of fight : he did not 
ftop until he was got into Artois, where he was fafe. 
He then went to king Philip in France, and related 
to him and his nobles his adventures, who told him 
he had aded wifely ; but the Englifh, on the con- 
trary, accufed him of betraying and deceiving them. 

The king of England, neverthelefs, did not fail 
for this, to cultivate the friendfhip of the Flemings ; 
for he knew that what had happened was not through 
their confent, but, on the contrary, that they were 
very much enraged at it ; fo he was immediately 
fatisfied widi the excufes they made him on the 
occaiion. ^ 

CHAP. 



208 



CHAP. CXXXIX. 

THE LORD ROBERT D£ KAMUR * DOES HOMAGE 
TO THE KING OP ENGLAND, BEFORE CALAIS. 

JJ^ANY barons and knights, from Flanders, 
Hainault, Brabant and Germany came to pay 
their refpefts to the king and queen, whilft they 
were befieging Calais ; and none returned without 
confiderable prefents. 

About this time, the lord Robert de Namjir was 
newly returned into the county of Namur, from an 
expedition to the Holy Land, where he had been 
knighted by the lord Defpentin. He was very 
young, and had not been folicited for his ailiftance 
by either of the two kings. He fet out with a rich 
and numerous attendance, and came to Calais^ ac- 
companied by many knights and fquires, where he 
was kindly received by the king, queen and all the 
barons. He gained their favor and efteem, from 
bearing the fame name as his uncle, the lord Ro- 
bert d' Artois, who had been formerly fo well be- 
loved by them, and from whofe councils they had 
reaped fo much benefit. Lord Robert de Namur 
from this time became a loyal fervant to the king of 
England, who granted him a penfion of three hun- 

* Lord Robert de Namur was Froiffart's great patron s 
and to him we are Indebted for this hidoryy as h^ himielf men- 
tions in his preface. He was created a knight of the garter, in 
Richard ll.'s reign, and is the 85th knight of that order. 
— See Afhmole's hiftory of the order of the garter. 

dred 
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dred pounds fferling a-year, and affigned the pay-;^ 
ment of it on his cheft at Bruges. He remained 
with the king at the fiege of Calais, until the town 
was won, as you will hear related- 



CHAP. CXL- 



tHE EKGLISH CONQUER LA ROCHE-d'eRRIEN % 

—Tb. WHICH PLACE* THE LORD CHARLES OF 

• •• 

blois;lays siege. 



_ * 

J HAVE abftained a lortg time from fpeaking of 
the lord Charles of Blois, at that time duke of 
Brittany, and of the countefs of Montfort ; but it 
has been occafioned by the truce agreed to before 
Vannes^ which was ftiiftly obferved : each party, 
duriiag that time, kept peaceably all that they had 
gained. 

As foon as the truce was expired, the war was 
renewed with vigour. The king of England had 
fent into Brittany fir Thomas Daggeworth t and fir 
John Hartwell ; and they had quitted the fiege of 
Calais with two hundred men at arms and four hun- 
dred archers. 

The countefs of Montfort remained in the town 
of Hennebon ; aild Ihe had with her fir Taneguy 
du Chatel, a knight from lower Brittany. The 

♦ A town in Brittany^ about two leagues from Treguier, 
near Guingamp. 

f Sir Thomas Daggeworth was appointed commander in 
Brittany, by writ of'privy feal, dated Reading, January lo. 

1347.— 'FCEDERA. 
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f nglifli and Bretons made frequent attacks upon the 
lord Charles's party, and with various fuccefs ; but 
the country was completely ruined and deftroyed by 
thefe men at arms, and the poor people paid dearly 
for it. 

Three knights, one day, fet out to befiege a 
town called la Roche-d'errien : they had collected 
a number of men at arms on horfeback, and foot 
foldiers, and made fome violent attacks upon the 
town ; but it was fo well defended, that the Eng- 
lifh could not gain any advantage* The captain of 
the garrifon for lord Charles was Taffart de Guines*, 
but three parts of the inhabitants were more at- 
tached to the Englifh than to the French \ fo they 
arrefted fir Taflart, and declared they would mur- 
der him, if he would not join them in furrendering 
the place to the Englifh. Upon this, he &id he 
would comply with whatever they wifhed: they 
then let him go, and advanced towards the Englifh 
army, whom they admitted into their town. Sir 
Taffart was continued as before, governor of it. 
When the Englifh returned to Hennebon, they left 
with him a fuiEciehcy of men at arms and archers, 
to defend the town and caftle. 

Lord Charles, when he heard this, fwore things 
fhould not go on thus. He fummoned all his par- 
tifans in Brittany and Normandy, and affembled in 
the city of Nantes fixteen hundred men in armour, 
and twelve thoufarid foot foldiers. There might be 

** The Jbiftorian of Brittany feems to think this perfon fhould 
be Richard TouiLiliit. 

four 
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four hundred knights and twetoty-three bannerets, 
who all came to lay fiege to la Roche-d'errien. 
They brought with them large engines, which threw 
(tones into the town day and night, and much an<- 
noyed the inhabitants. The townfmen fent off mef- 
fengers, to inform the countefs what was going for- 
wards ; as fhe had promifed them afliftance, if they 
fhould be befieged. 

Upon this, the countefs fent every where that 
fhe could think likely, to procure men, and in a 
Ihort time colleded a thoufand men in armour, and 
eight thoufand foot foldiers, which fhe put under 
the command of the three * knights before men- 
tioned. Thefe knights declared that they would 
either raife the fiege of la Roche-d'errien, or perifh 
in 'the attempt ; and, taking the field, they advanced 
very near to the army of lord Charles : they took 
up their quarters on the banks of a river, with the 
intention of fighting the next day. About midnight 
fir Thomas Dagworth and fir John Hartwell armed 
one half of their people, and, fetting off in filence, 
fell upon one of the wings of lord Charles's army, 
and flew a great number of his men. They remained 
in this aftion fo long that the whole army was roufed 
and armed : they could not therefore retreat, with- 
out encountering the whole of the lord Charles's 
force. They were furrounded, and fo fharply dealt 
with that they could not withftand the powers of the 



• From what follows, one may fuppofe thefe three knights 
•were, — fir Thomas Dagworth,-»fir John 'Hartwell, fir 
Taneguy du Chatel. 

P 2 French, 
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French. Sir Thomas Dagworth was takeh prifoner^ 
after having been feverely wounded. Sir John 
Hartwell efcaped as well as he was able, with all 
that he could bring off with him, by making for the 
river. He related to fir Taneguy du Chatel the ill 
fuccefs of their attack ; and they held a council, 
whether they ought not to return to Hennebon *. 



CHAP. CXLI. 

THE COMBAT OF LA ROCHE-d'eRRIEN, WHERE 
. THE LORD CHARLES OF BLOIS IS MADE PRI- 
SONER. 

AT the time they were holding this council, 
whether to decamp or not, there came to them 
a knight from the countefs, called Gamier lord of 
Cadoudal, with a hundred men at arms, who had 
been prevented from coming fooner. When he 
was informed of the refolution they were about to 
take of returning, ' Oh come,' faid he, * arm your- 
felves quickly, and mount your horfesj and he 



• Our hiflorians relate this aiFair diiFcrently. See Dug- 
dale's Baronage. Sir Thomas Dagworth was not made 
prifouer, nor wounded ; he was the perfoii who adviied the 
fecond attack, not the lord of Cadoudal, as Froiflart relates. 
The king , for his good conducft, made him his lieutenant- 
general of the duchy of Brittany ; and the enfuing year he 
was called up to the houfe of peers. 

In the Hiftoire de Bretagne, fo often quoted, the account 
pf thefe engagements is very different, and in part not very 
much to the honor of fir Thomas Dagworth, if the fadls be 
true. Vol. i. pp. 276, 277. 
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that has no horfe, let him follow on foot ; for we 
will go and look once more at our enemies, who 
axe now fo elated that we fliall be fure to concjuer 
them/ 

Thofe that had horfes foon got themfelves in 
readinefs, and fet out ; and the foot followed themj 
fo that, about fun-rife, they came upon the army of 
the lord Charles, which they found wrapped up in 
fleep, for they did not imagine they fhould have 
any more difturbance. 

The Englifli and Bretons began immediately to 
cut down and deftroy tents and pavilions, and to 
flay all thofe whom they had thus furprifed ; for 
they had thought themfelves fo fecure, they had 
not fet any watch. Thus were thofe of the party 
of lord Charles defeated, and all the barons of 
Normandy and Brittany that were with him taken 
piifoners that night. The fiege of la Roche-., 
d'errein was raifed, and lord Charles condu&ed 
to Hennebon. Neverthelefs the towns and for- 
trefles that he had before gained ftill held out fot 
him ; for his wife, who called herfelf duchefs of 
* Brittany, undertook moft cheerfully to continue 
the war. 
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CHAP. CXLir. 

THE KING OF FRANCE COLLECTS A GREAT ARMY, 
TO RAISE THE SIEGE OF CALAIS. 

T^ING Philip of France, who felt that his fubjefts 
in Calais muft be feverely oppreffed, com-r 
manded all the knights and fquires of his reakn to 
rendezvous at Amiens, or near that town, on the 
feaft of Whitfuntide, No one dared to difobey this 
order, but all were punftual in being there at the 
appointed time. Bang Philip kept a folemn court 
at Amiens, at which were prefent the duke of 
Normandy his eldeft fon, the duke of Orleans his 
youngeft fon, Eudes duke of Burgundy, the duke 
of Bourbon, the earl of Foix, the lord Lewis of 
Savoy, the lord John of Hainault, the earls of Ar- 
magnac, Valentinois, Forets, and a great many other 
earls, barons and knights. 

When all thefe noblemen were affembled in 
Amiens, they held many councils. The king of 
France was very anxious to have a free paffage 
through Flanders, that he might fend through it a 
part of his army by way of Gravelines, to reinforce 
the garrifon of Calais, and to attack and fight with 
the Englifh on that fide of the town. He fent, 
therefore, a very magnificent embaffy into Flanders, 
to treat with the Flemings on this fubjeft : but the 
king of England had fo many friends there, that 
they would not grant him his requeft. The king, 
upon this, faid, he would then advance as far as 
Boulogne. 

The 
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The king of England, who found he could not 
conquer Calais, but by famine, ordered a large 
caftle to be conftru£led of ftrong timbers, in order 
to fhut up the communication with the fea ; and 
he directed it to be built and embattled in fuch a 
manner that it could not be deftroyed* He placed 
it between the , town and the fea, and fortified it 
with all forts of warlike inftruments, and garrifoned 
it with forty men at arms and two hundred archers, 
who guarded the harbour and port of Calais fo 
clofely, that nothing could come out or go into the 
town, without being funk or taken. By this means 
he more forely aggrieved the Calefians, than by any 
thing he had hitherto done, and fooner brought fa> 
mine among thenu 

About this time, the king of England was fo 
a£tive among the Flemings (with whom, as you 
have jufl: heard, the king of France wanted to make 
a treaty) that they^ to the amount of a hundred 
thoufand men, marched out of Flanders, and laid 
fiege to the town of Aire * : they burnt all the 
country round it, as far as St. Vensuit, Mourville 
la Gorge, Eftelly le Ventre, and a trad of country 
round Loo, and even as far as the gates of St. 
Omerf and Terouenne J* 

• A ftrong town in Artois, generality of Amiens* four- 
teen leagues from Calais. 

+ A ftrong city in Artois, ten leagues from Calais. 
% An ancient town in Artois, deftroyed by Charles V. 
«J53- 
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The king of France took up his quarters at Arras*, 
He fent a large body of men to ftrengthen his gar* 
rifons in Artois, and in particular fir Charles d'Et 
pagne, his conftable, to St. Omer ; for the earl of 
Eu and of Guines, who had been conftable, was a 
prifoner, as I have before related, in England. 

The Flemings kept advancing into the country, 
and gave the French employment enough before 
they retreated. 

When the Flemings were returned, after having 
made themfelves well acquainted with the parts 
about Loo t, the king of France and his army left 
Arras, and came to Hefdin J : the army and bag- 
gage occupied three leagues of country. When 
the king had refted one day at Hefdin, he advanced 
the next day to Blangy § , where he halted, in order 
to confider whither he (hould march next. He was 
advifed to make for that part of the country called 
la Belune, and accordingly began his march thither, 
his army following, which amounted, including men 
of all defcriptions, to two hundred tlioufand. The 
king and his army paffed through thef country of 
Faukenberg |[, and came ftrait to the hill of San- 
gate^, between Calais and Wiflant : they marched 

* A ftrong city in Artois, twenty-fevcn leagues fron^ 
Calais. 

f Loo, — a tovni to the fouth of Furnes. 

J A ftrong town in Artois, diocefe of Arras^ thirteen 
leagues diftant froxn it. 

§ Village in Artois, bailiwick of St. Pol. 

11 A village in Artois, bailiwick of Aire. 

^ A village in Picardv, government of Calais. 

armed, 
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anned, with banners flying, by moon light ; fo that 
it ^ras a beautiful fight to fee their gallant army. 
When thofe in Calais perceived them, from the 
walls, pitching their tents, they thought it had been 
fi new fiege. 



CHAP. CXLIII. 



THE KINO OF ENGLAND GUARDS ALL THE PASSES 
ROUND CALAIS, SO THAT THE KING OF FRANCE 
CANNOT APPROACH TO RAISE THE SIEGE. 

T WILJL. now relate what the king of England had 
4one, and was doing, when he law with what a 
prodigious force the king of France was come to 
|:aife the fiege of Calais, which had coft him fb 
piuch money and labour. He knew that the town 
was fo nearly famiihed, that it could hold out but 
a very Ihort time : therefore, it would have forely 
hurt him, to have been forced at that time to raife 
iL He confidered, that the French could neither 
approach his army nor the town of Calais but by 
two roads : the one by the downs, along the fea- 
ibore; the other higher up the country, which, 
however, was full of ditches and bogs ; and there 
was but one bridge, called the bridge of NieuUet, 
by which they could be crofled. He polled, there- 
fore, his fleet along the fliore, as near as he could 
to the downs, and provided it with plenty of every 
warlike engine ; fo that the French could not pafs 
that way. He fent the earl of Derby, with a fuffi- 
dent force of me^ at arms and archers, to guard 
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the bridge of Nleullet^ The French, therefore, 
were prevented from advancing thither, unlefs they 
attempted crofling the marfhes between Sangate 
and the fea, which were impaflable. There was 
alfo, nearer to Calais, a high tower, which was 
guarded by thirty archers from England j and they 
had fortified it with double ditches, as a ftronger 
defence of the paflage over the downs. 

When the French had taken up their quarters 
on the hill of Sangate, thofe from Toumay, who 
might amount to about fifteen hundred men, ad- 
vanced towards this tower: the garrifon fhot at 
them, and wounded fome ; but the men of Toumay 
croffed the ditches, and reached the foot of the 
tower with pick-axes and bars. The engagement 
was th^n very (harp ; and many of the Toumay- 
men were killed and wounded ; but, in the end, 
the tower was taken and thrown down, and all that 
were within it put to the fword. 

The king of France fent his two marflials, the 
lord of Beaujeu and the lord of St. Venant, to exa- 
mine the country, and fee where the army could 
pafs, in order to fight with the Englifh : but, after 
they had well examined all the paffes, they returned 
and told the king there was not any poffibility of 
^oing it, but with infinite lofs of men. Things 
remained in this ftate, that day and the following 
night ; but on the morrow, after the king of France 
had heard mafs, he fent to the king of England the 
lord Gwffry de Chargny, the lord Euftace de Ri- 
beaumont, fir Guy de Nefle and the lord of Beau- 
jeu, who, as they rode along, obferved how ftrongly 

all 



219 

all the paJQTes were guarded : they were allowed to 
proceed freely, for fo the king of England had or« 
dered, and praifed very much the difpofitions of the 
earl of Derby, who was pofted at the bridge of 
NieuUet^ over which they paffed. 

They rode on, until they came where the king 

was, whom they found furrounded by his barons 

and knights: they all four difmounted, and ad« 

vanced towards the king, with many reverences ; 

then the lord Euftace de Ribeaumont faid, ^ Sir, 

the king of France informs you through us, that 

he is come to the hill of Sangate, in order to give 

you battle ; but he cannot find any means of ap« 

proaching you : he therefore wiflies you would 

aflemble your council, and he will fend fome of his, 

that they may confer together, and fix upon a fpot 

where a general combat may take place.* The 

king of England was advifed to make his anfwer 

as follows : * Gentlemen, I perfeftly under(tand the 

requeft you have made the from my adverfary, who 

wrongfully keeps pofleffion of my inheritance, which 

weighs much upon me. You will therefore tell 

him from me, if you pleafe, that I have been on 

this fpot near a twelvemonth : this he was well in- 

formed of, and, had he chofen it, might have come 

here fooner ; but he has allowed me to remain fo 

long, that I have expended very large fums of 

money, and have done fo much that I muft be 

mailer of Calais in a very fhort time : I am not 

therefore inclined, in the fmalleft' degree, to comply 

with his requeft, or to gratify his convenience, or 

to abandon what I have gained, or what I have 

been 
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been fo anxious to conquer. If, therefore, neither 
he nor his army can pafs this way, he mufl feek 
out fome other road */ 

The four noblemen then returned, and were 
efcorted as far as the bridge of NieuUet, and related 
to the king of France the king of England's anfwer. 
Whilft the king of France was devifmg means to 
fight with the Englifh, two cardinals, from pope 
Clement, arrived as ambaffadors in his camp. 

Immediately on their arrival, they vifited each 
army, and exerted themfelves fo^ much that they 
procured a fort of truce ; - during which time, four 
lords of each party were to meet, and endeavour to 
form a peace. On the part of the king of France, 
were nominated the duke of Burgundy, the duke 
of Bourbon, the lord Lewis of Savoy and fir John 
of Hainault. The Englifli commiffioners were, the 
earl of Derby, the earl of Northampton, lord Re- 
ginald Cobham and fir Walter Manny f. The two 
cardinals were the moft aftive perfons in this bufi- 
nefs, going backwards and forwards from one army 
to the other, 

Thefe commiffioners were three days together ; 

and various propofitions for peace were brought 

'■" ' ■■" ~ " ■ 

• By a letter from Edward to the archbifliop of Canter- 
,bury, which is at length in Avefbury, pp. 162, &c, he fays 
he accepted this challenge, but that the enemy varied in his 
terras of acceptance, fo that they could not agree $ and that 
the French, fetting fire to their tents, ran off with precipita^ 
tion, as if they had been defeated. 

f Sir Walter Manny had a fummons to parliament among 
the barons 6f the realm, from the 21ft to the 44th of this 
king's reign inclufivc.— Dvgdale. 

forward^ 
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forward, though none took eSeSt^ During which 
time, the king of England was ftrengthening his 
army, and making wide and deep ditches on the 
downs, to prevent the French from furprifmg him. 
When thefe three days were paffed without any 
treaty being efFeded, the two cardinals went to Su 
Omer. 

V The king of France, perceiving he could not iii 
any way fucceed, decamped on the morrow, and 
took the road to Amiens, where/ he difbanded all 
his troops, the men at arms, as well as thofe fent 
from the diflferent towns. When the Calefians faw 
them depart, it gave them great grief. Some of 
the Enghfh fell on their rear, and captured horfes, 
and waggons laden with wine and other things, as 
well as fome prifoners ; all which they brought to 
their camp before Calais. 



CHA?. CXLIV. 

THE TOWN OF CALAIS SURRENDERS TO THE KINO 

OF ENGLAND. 

A FTER the departure of the king of France, 
with his army, from the hill of Sangate, the 
Calefians faw clearly that all hopes of fuccour were 
at an end ; which occafioned them fo much forrow 
and diftrefs, that the hardieft could fcarcely fupport 
it. They intreated, therefore, moft eameftly, the 
lord John de Vienne, their governor, to mount 
upon the battlements, and make a fign that he 
yfifhed, to hold a parley. The king of England, 

upon 
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upon hearing this, fent to him fir Walter Manny 
and lord Baflet, When they were come near, the 
lord de Vienne faid to them : ' Dear gentlemen^ 
you who are very valiant knights, know that the 
king of France, whofe fubjefts we are, has fent us 
liither to defend this town and cafUe from all harm 
and damage : this we have done to the beft of our 
abilities. All hopes of help have now left us, fo 
that we are moft exceedingly ftraitened ; and if the 
gallant king, your lord, have not pity upon us, we 
muft perifh with hunger. I therefore intreat, that 
you would beg of him to have compaffion on us, 
and to have the goodnefs to allow us to depart in 
the ftate we are in, and that he will be fatisfied with 
having pofTeffion of the town and caftle, with all 
that is within them, as he will find therein riches 
enough to content him.* To this fir Walter Manny 
replied : ' John, we are not ignorant of what the 
king our lord's intentions are ; for he has told them 
to us : know then, that it is not his pleafure you 
Ihould get off fo ; for he is refolved that you fur- 
render yourfelves folely to his will, to allow thofe 
whom he pleafes their ranfom, or to put them to 
death ; for the Calefians have done him fo much 
mifchief, and have, by their obftinate defence, coft 
him fo many lives and fo much money, that he is 
mightily enraged.' 

The lord de Vienne anfwered : * Thefe condi- 
tions are too hard for us. We are but a fmall 
number of knights and fquires, who have loyally 
ferved our lord and mafter, as you would bare 
done, and have fufiered much ill and difi^met ; but 

we 



we will endure more than any men ever did in 
a iimilar iituation, before we confent that the 
finalleft boy in the town fhould fare worfe than the 
beft. I therefore once more intreat you, out of 
compafEon, to return to the king of England, and 
beg of him to have pity on us : he will, I truft^ 
grant you this favour j for I have fuch an opinion 
of his gallantry as to hope, that, through God's 
mercy, he will alter his mind/ The two lords re- 
turned to the king, and related what had pafled. 
The king faid, he had no intentions of complying 
with the requeft, but fhould infift that they furren- 
dered themfelves unconditionally to his will. Sir 
Walter replied : ' My lord, you may be to blame 
in this, as you will fet us a very bad example ; for 
if you order us to go to any of your caftles, we 
fliall not obey you fo cheerfully, if you put thefe 
people to death ; for they will retaliate upon us, in 
a fimilar cafe.* Many barons who were then pre- 
fent fupported this opinion. Upon which, the king 
replied : ^ Gentlemen, I am not fo obftinate as to 
hold my opinion alone againft you all : fir Walter, 
you will inform the governor of Calais, that the 
only grace he muft expedt from me is, that fix of 
the principal citizens of Calais march out of the 
town, with bare heads and feet, with ropes round 
their necks, and the keys of the town and caftle in 
their hands. Thefe fix perfons fhall be at my ab- 
folute difpofal, and the remainder of the inhabitants 
pardoned.* 

Sir Walter returned to the lord de Vienne, who 
was waiting for him on the battlements, and told 

him 
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him all that he had be^n able to gain fr6m tfie 
king. * I beg of you/ replied the governor/ ^ that 
you would be fo good as to remain here a Uttle^ 
whilft I go and relate all that has pafled to the 
townfinen ; for, as they liave defired me to under- 
take this, it is but proper they fliould know the re* 
fult of it/ 

He went to the market-place, and caufed the bell 
to be rung : upon which all the inhabitants, men 
and women, aflembled in the town-hall. He then 
related to them what he had faid, and the anfwers 
he had received ; and that he could not obtain any 
conditions more favourable, to which they muft 
give a Ihort and immediate anfwer. 

This information caufed the greateft lamentations 
and defpair ; fo that the hardeft heart would have 
had compaflion on them ; even the lord de Vienne 
wept bitterly. 

After a ftiort time, the moft wealthy citizen of 
the town, by name Euftace de St. Pierre, rofe up 
and faid : ' Gentlemen, both high and low, it would 
be a very great pity to fufFer fo many people to die 
through famine, if any means could be found to 
prevent it ; and it would be highly meritorious in 
the eyes of our Saviour, if fuch mifery could be 
averted. I have fuch faith and truft in finding 
grace before God, if I die to fave my townfmen, 
that I name myfelf as firft of the fix.' 

When Euftace had done fpeaking, they all rofe 
up and almoft worfliipped him: many caft them- 
felves at his feet, with tears and groans. Another 
citizen, very rich and refpeded, rofe up and faid. 

He 
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He would be the fecond to his companion, Eudaoe : 
his name was John Daire. After him, James Wi- 
bxitt who was very rich in merchandize and iands^ 
offered ^himfelf, as companion to his two eoufuas ; 
as did Peter Wilant, his brother. Two others then 
named themfelves, which completed the number 
demanded by the king of England. 

The lord John de Vienne then mounted a fmall 
hackney ; for it was with difficulty that he could 
walk; and conduced them to the gate. There 
was the greateft forrow and lamentation all over 
the town ; and in fuch manner were they attended 
to the gate, which the governor ordered to be 
opened, and then fhut upon him and the fix citi- 
sens, whom he led to tlic barriers, and faid to fur 
Walter Manny, who was there waiting for him ; 
* I deliver up to you, as governor of Calais, with 
the confent of the inhabitants, thefe fix citizens ; 
aad I fwear to you, that they were, and are at tliis 
day the mod wealthy and refpedable inhabitants of 
Calais. I beg of you, gentle fir, that you would 
have the goodnefs to befeech the king, that they 
may not be put to death.* * I cannot anfwer fop 
what the king will do with them,' replied fir Wal- 
ter ; ^ but you may depend, that I will do all in 
my power to fave them.' 

TTie barriers were opened ; when thefe fix dtt 
sens advanced towards the pavilion of the king$ 
and the lord de Vienne re-entered the town. 

When fin Walter Manny had prefented thefe fiK 
citizens to the king, they fell upon their knee^, 
[, with uplifted hands, faid ; < Moil gallant king. 
Vol. IL (^ fee 
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fee before you fix citizens of Calais, who'^havi 
been capital merchants, and who bring you the 
keys of the caftle and of the town. We fufrendef 
ourfelves to your abfolute will and pleafure, in 
order to fave the remainder of the inhabitants of 
Calais, uho have fufFered much diftrefs and mifery* 
Condefcend therefore, out of your noblenefs of 
mind, to have mercy and compaflion upon us.* 
All the barons, knights and fquires, that were 
aflembled there in great numbers, wept at this 
fight. 

The king eyed them with angry looks, (for he 
hated much the people of Calais, for the great lofles 
he had formerly fufFered from them at fea,) and 
ordered their heads to be ftricken off. All prefent 
intreated the king, that he would be more merciful 
to them, but he would not liften to them. Then 
fir Walter Manny faid ; ' Ah, gentle king, let me 
befeech you to reftrain your anger : you have the 
reputation of gr6at noblenefs of foul, do not there- 
fore tarnifh it by fuch an a£i: as this, nor allow any 
. one to fpeak in a difgraceful manner of you. In thk 
inftance, all.the world will fay you have aded cru- 
elly, if you put to death fix fuch refpeftable per- 
fons, who, of their own free will, have furrehdered 
themfelves to your mercy, in order to fave their 
fellow-citizens.* Upon this, the king gave a wink, 
faiying, * Be it fo,* and ordered the headfman to 
be fent. for ; for that the Calefians had done him 
fo much damage, it was proper they fliould fuffer 
for it. 

The 



The queen of England, who at that time was 
' Very big with child, fell pn her knees, and, with 
tears, faid ; ' Ah ^ gentle fir, fmce I have crolTed 
the fea with great danger, to fee ]^u, I have never 
aiked you one favour : now, I moft humbly alk as 
a gift, for the fake of the Son of the bleffed Mary, 
and for your love to me, that you will be merciful 
to thefe fix men.* The king looked at her for 
feme time in (ilence, arid then faid ; ' Ah, lady, I 
wilh you had been any where elfe than here : you 
have entreated in fuch a manner that 1 cannot re* 
ftife you ; I therefore give them to you, to do as 
you pleafe with them/ The queen condufted the 
fix citizens to her apartments, and had the halters 
taken from round their necks, after which (he new 
clothed them, and ferved them with a plentiful din- 
ner : (he then prefented each with fix nobles, and 
had them efcorted out of the camp in fafety *. 

CHAP* 

^> f . -11 - . .... - ^.; ■ • : ■ ■ . 

• * FroifTart alone among his contemporaries relates thii 
remarkable fad^ : and the iimpllcity of his flyle may give 
ercQ to fable the appearance of truth. Edward was gene- 
rous : he is here reprefented as a ferociotts conqueror, whom 
love alone could foften, and who obftinately perfifls to punifh 
a coorage which he ought to have efteemed. The aftion of 
thefe fix men, thus devoting themfelvcs for their fellow- 
citizens, was fudiciently great, to have been trumpeted 
through all France by the thoufand and thoufand voices of 
f ame*. This aAion, however, brilliant as it was, and which 
the .wretches dfiven out of Calais would have fpoken of 
every where, was unknown in the capital. If it had been 
otherwife, the Chronicle of St. Denis, and other hiftories of 
the time^ would not have been filent on the fubjec^ ^ and yet 

Q^a not 
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CHAP. CXLV. 

THE KING OF^NGLAND KE-f E6VLEB CALAIS. 

TTHUS had the ftrong town of Calais been be- 

fieged by king Edward of England, as you 

have heard, about St. John's day, in Auguil, in the 

.year 



not one mentions it. Avefbury, an Engli(hman and con- 
temporary, who is very particular as to all the circumftaiiccs 
of the fiege of Calais, is equally fiFcnt. Villani atone goes 
ei^en beyond Froiflart ; for he fays, that Edward intended 
to hang all the citizens of Calais ; and he adds, they were 
all forced to abandon the town naked, all but their fhirts. 
This falfehood fliould render the other parts of his recital 
doubtful. 

' Froiflart, an hiflorian and poet, and who has too oftcri 
expanded over hiftcry the privileges of poetry, has only em* 
broidered a little what truth offered him. When the Gale* 
fians faw the retreat of Philip, they ftruck the flag which 
was flying on the great tower : John de Vienne ordered the 
gates to be opened, and left the town mounted on a fmall 
l^ackney, for he had been wounded. The warriors who 
accompanied him held their fwords pointed to the ground; 
and many of the citizens followed with halters round ^heir 
necks, and with their heads and feet bare. Edward kept^ 
as prifoners, the governor, fifteen knights and fome citi- 
zens ; but he did not fend them to England, until he had 
loaded them with prefents : he haftcned to diflribute food 
among the inhabitants who had remained in the town. We 
only fee, in all thefe circumftances, the humiliation of the 
inhabitants, wiihing by it to affedl the con^ueror^ zad the. 
generofity of the prinee. 

* Froi/Tart fuppofes thait the qiieen of England was melted 
mto tears at the fate of thefe citizens, condemned by her' 
hufband, and that flie humbled herfelf fb as to caft herfelf 
at the feet of th6 inflexible conqueror, to obtain thtir par- 

** dOQ-> 



year 1346, and furrendered about the end of Au-' 
guft *I347. The king, after he had prefented thef^ 
^ citi;Qens to the queen, called to him iir Walter 

^ Manny, 

doo; and we fee, fome days afterward, this queen, fo genc- 
roust obtaiDy for her own profit, the confifcation of the 
houfes of this John Daire, whofe life, it is faid, fhe faved. 
On the other hand, Edward is dcfcribed as obftinately bent 
on having the venerable Euftace de St. Pierre beheaded ; and 
we fee, (hortly after, this fame Euftace de iSt. Pierre over- 
^helmedy as it were, with gifts. The conqueror gives him 
houfes, conGderable penfions, and even deigns to exprefs 
himfelf, that he only grants thefe firft favours until he Ihall 
hsLVt more amply provided for him ; they are recompenfcs 
by which he acknowledges beforehand the fervices this citizejpi 
may render him, either by keeping good order in the town 
of Calais, or in watching over its fecurity. Here then ij 
this famous St. Pierre, one day the hero, and the next the 
complaifant betrayer of his country : one moment the objeA 
of the revenge and cruelty of Edward, the next of his con- 
fidence and favour. 

* The interefts of this prince forced him to a neceffary 
rigour. He wiftied to preferve Calais, as it opened to him 
an entrance into France ; and he could not leave there inha- 
bitants too much attached to their own country not to hate 
its deftroyer. 

* Thofe who refufed to fwear fidelity to him were obliged 
to quit the town, and make room for a new population im- 
ported from England ; and this St. Pierre, this St Pierre 
whofe noble courage (hould have rendered him the moft to 
be tlreaded, is one of thofe whom the conqueror retains, and 
who is by him charged to overlook the condu(fl of others. 

* The Engiifh monarch certainly (hewed figns of feverity. 
We fee, by the letter he wrote to the archbilhop of Canter- 
bury, that when Philip, encamped near to Calais, had de- 
dnanded, as a preliminary of peace, that the inhabitants 
ihould have liberty to quit the town with their fortunes, it 

* QjS was 



Manny, and his two marfhals, the earls of Warwick 
and Stafford, and faid to them, * My lords, here 
are the keys of the town and caftle of Calais : go 
and take poffeffion of them. You will put into 
prifon the knights you may find there ; but you 
will fend out of the town all the pth^r inhabitants^ 
and all foldiers tha,t may have come there to ferve 
for pay j as I am refolved to re-people the town 
with Englifh alone/ 

Thefe three noblemen, with only one hundred 
men, went and took poffeffion of Calais, and, from 
the gates, fent to prifon the lord John de Surie, 
the lord John de Vienne, the lord John de Belle^ 
bourne, and other knights. They then ordered 
every fort of arms to be brought and piled in a 
heap in the market-place. They fent out of th^ 
town all ranks of people, retaining only one prieft, 
and two other old men, that were well acquainted 

was refufed : and when Edward granted to the humiliation 
of the townfmen what he had refui'ed to Philip, he only da* 

tained as prifoners fome of the principal citizens ; but detain- 
ing them as prilbners is very diflferent from having then^ 
put to death before his eyes. 

* The king of France did not forfake the miferable Cale- 
fians when tliey were driven out of their town, but gavp 
them all the offices which were then vacant in his reaim^ 
with powers to fell them, or exercife them by deputies. He 
alfo granted them landed or other ellates that jnight ef^heat 
to the crown. But whether thefe refources came too late, 
or were infufficient ; whether the monarch met with contra* 
didions in thefe ads of beneficence, it is aflerted, that a 
great number of the Calefians were reduced to beggary.* 

La France^ /out ie cinq Premiers Faioi/t 
far M» Levefque^ pp. 518, Sec* 

witit 
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with the cuftems and ufages of Calais, in order to 
point out the different properties, and gave direc- 
tions for the caftle to be prepared for lodging the 
king and queen, and different hotels for their at- 
tendants. 

When this had been done, the king and queen 
mounted their fteeds, and rode towards the town, 
-which they entered at the found of trumpets, drums, 
and all forts of warlike inftruments. The king re- 
mained in it until the queen was brought to bed of 
a daughter, called Margaret *. 

The king gave to fir Walter Manny, lord Staf- • 
ford, lord Warwick, fir Bartholomew Burgherfh, 
and other knights, very handfome houfes in Calais, 
that they might re-peopl6 it: and his intentions 
.were, to fend thither, on his return to England, . 
thirty-fix fubftantial citizens, wdth all their wealth, 
and to exert himfelf in fuch a manner that the in- 
habitants of the town fhould be wholly Englifli : 
which he afterwards accpmplifhed. 

The new town and fortifications, which had been 
built before Calais, were defliroyed, as well as the 
caftle upon the harbour, and the great boom which 
was thit)wn acrofs was brought into the town. 

The king ported different perfons to guard the 
gates, walls and towers of the town ; and what had 
been damaged he got repaired, which, however, was 
not foon done. The lord John de Vienne and his 

• Margaret of Calais was married to the lord John Haft- 
ings, carl of Pembroke, but died before her hulband, without 
Jffuc. — Bari^^s. 

C^4 companions. 



companioniB, were fent to England : they remainecl 
in London about half a year, and then were raa* 
fomed. 

In my opinion, it was a melancholy thing for th^ j 
iahabitants of both Xexes of the town of Calais, thua j 
to be fent abroad, with their children, from tJidr 
inheritances, leaving every thing behind ; for they 
were not allowed to carry off any of their fuiniture 
or wealth ; and they received no aiEftance from die 
king of France, for whom they had loft their alL 
They did, however, as well as they were able ; and 
the greater part went to St. Omer. 

The cardinal Guy de Boulogne, who was come 
ffnto France as ambaffador, and was with his coufin 
^king Philip in the city of Amiens, laboured fo earn-* 
.^ftly, that he obtained a truce between the two kings, 
and their adherents, vvhich was to laft for two years* 
This truce was agreed to by all parties except the 
•rivals for the duchy of Brittany; but there the 
two ladies carried on the war againft each other. 

The king and queen returned to England j and 
Tir Aymery de Pavie was appointed governor of die 
caftle of Calais ; he was a native of Lombardy, -and 
had been much promoted by the king *. 

The king fent the thirty-fix fubffential citiaens, 
with their wives and families to Calais ; their nom-^ 
1>ers increafed daiiy } for he multiplied JEtnd enlaxgefl 



♦ Sir John Montgomery was appointed governor of the 
town of Calais, the Sth Oftober ^347, by the king tft Calais } 
fir John Gattefden was at the bufi^ tifnc aom tolled tnadhat 
of the t;owa.-- RvwER% 
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their privileges fo much, that many vrere eagar Vo 
go there, in order to gain fortunes *• 

^ An ancient manufcript gives the annexed eftablifhment 
<€f tke army of king Edward III* in Normandy and before 
-CalaiSt in the aocii year of iits.reigny iiltli their iieverai flU 
pends: 



My lord the prince « ^ 

jN&Qp of Dorhaxn^ 
13 earU, each • • • 

44 barons and bannerets 
1046 knights .... 

4032 lefqntTcSy conftables, centenary and leaders t) 
*5«i04 viatenars and ardicrs onlwrftkick 
3§5 paoMeaars 
500 hobblers 
1514B0 foot archers - - - o j 

3i4vmafons, carpenters, fmiths» engineers, 
* tent-makers, miners» armourers, gunners 
and artillery-m«n»— rfome .at lado iod.9 
6d. and^ 3d. per diem. 
JI474. WaWi foot, of whom ooo vi&ttoais at e o .4 
The reiiat - - . • O o a 

700 mailers, condables, mariners and pages 
goo (faipsy 'barges^ baliagecs and vl&uiie» 
J5um total for the aforefaid men, befides hirds,j^.j]^^4; 
j^nd'for fome.men from Germany and Trance, who each re« 
ceive fdr their wages 1 5 'florms per month. 

The "fum total ^the wages -of war, -with the wages -of tim 
^niafinersy Irom the '4th day of June, in the aoth ^ the faid 
dcing Edward, tathecath day of Odober in the.aift of the &»e 
iking, for one year,<i^i days, as appears -from the hook of par* 
"Slcillar accounts of Waiter Wentwaght, -then treafiireroF the 
;]tonfehoM,entttled» 'Wages of Wanin VJovmandyy iFrancet 
^imdi before Cdlais/was»j^ii27,20i: 2;9d.1nilfpenDy. — Gr^/^s 
JUiRtarf JfUiquUicSf voL i. p* 5Jo. 

About 
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. About this time, the lord Charles of Blois, who 
called himfelf duke of Brittany, was brought pri- 
foner to London. He was feiit to the Tower, but 
not as a clofe prifoner, where the king^of ^Scotland 
and the earl of Moray were alfo confined. He did 
not, however, long remain there, but, at the intrea- 
ties of the queen of England, to whom he was 
coufin-german, was fet at liberty on his parole, 
and rode all over London wherever he pleafed; 
but he was not permitted to lie a night out of the 
tower, except it was in fuch places where the royal 
family were *• 

The earl of Eu and of Guines was alfo in Lon- 
don a prifoner : he was a very gallant knight, and 
fo amiable that he was always well received by the 
Jdng, queen, barons and ladies of the court. 



CHAP. CXLVL 

A ROBBER, OF THE NAME OF BACON, DOES MUCIf 

Ml§CHIEF IN LANGUEDeC. 

A LL this year of the truce, the two kings re^ 






mained in peace. But lord William Dougl^, 
and the Scots, who had taken refuge in the foreft 



* Georges de Lefneiii phyfician to Charles de BloiSy aikl 
Oliver de Bignon, his valet de chambre, affirm thein maftcr 
was clofcly confined for two years : that he was (hut up every 
night in a tower, from whence he only came out to walk in 
the court of the caftle, where the Englifh foldiers infulted him ; 
^nd that he never mounted a horfe during thefe twp years.-=- 
htfi, de BretagnCf p. X'j^. 

of 
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of Jedworth, carried on the n^'ar againfl: the Eng* 
Jifh, wherever they could meet with them, 

Thofe in Gafcony, Poitou and Saintonge, as well 
French as Englifh, did not obferve the truce any 
better, but conquered towns and caftles from each 
other, by force or intrigue, and ruined and de- 
ftroyed the country day and night. There were fre- 
quently gallant deeds of arms performed, with al« 
temate fuccefs. 

Poor rogues took advantage of fuch tjmes, and 
robbed both towns and caftles; fo that fome of 
them, becoming rich, conftituted themfelves cap- 
tains of bands of thieves : there were among them 
thofe worth forty thoufand crowns. Their method 
was, to mark out particular towns or caftles, a day 
or two's journey from each other : they then col- 
lefted twenty or thirty robbers, and, travelling 
through bye roads in the night-time, entered the 
town or caftle they had fixed on about day-break, 
and fet one of the houfes on fire. When the inha- 
bitants perceived it, they thought it had been z 
body of forces fent to deftroy them, and took ta 
their heels as faft as they could. The town of 
Donzere * was treated in this manner ; and many 
other towns and caftles were taken, and afterwards 
ranfomed. Among other robbers in Languedoc, 
one had marked out the ftrong caftle of Coboume 
in Limofin, \;^hich is fituated in a very ftrong coun- 
try. He fet off m the night-time with thirty com- 
panions, took and deftroyed it. He feized alfo the 

* A town of Dauphinc, on the RIi6ne, eledion of Mon^e- 
|fn»art« 

lord 
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Jord of Cobourne, whom he imprifoned in his own 
caftle, and put all his houfehold to death. He kept 
Iiim in prifon until he ranfomed himfelf for twenty- 
jour thoufand crowns paid down. The robber kept 
poffeffion of the caftle and its dependencies, which 
Jie fumifhed with provifions,^and thence made war 
upon all the country round about. The king of 
France, fhortly afterwards, was defirous of having 
him near his perfon : he purchafed the caftle of him 
far twenty thoufand crowns, appointed him his uflier 
at arms, and heaped on him many other honors. 
The name of this robber was Bacpn, and he was 
always mounted on handfome horfes of a deep roan 
colour, or on large palfreys, apparelled like aii 
^arl, and very richly armed ; and this ftate he 
jnaintained as long as he lived. 



CHAP. CXLVII. 



A PAGE, OF THE NAME OF CROQUART, TURN> 

ROBBER. 

"TTHERE were fimilar diforders in Brittany ; and 
Tobbers carried on the like methods of feii^ing 
sand pillaging diflferent towns and cafl:les, and then 
jfelKng them back again to the country at a dear rate ; 
ijy which means many of their leaders became very 
4fich. Among others, there was one of the name 
of Croquart, who was originally bvit a poor boy, 
3nd had been page to the lord d*Ercle in Holland. 
When this Croquart arrived at manhood, he had 
his difcharge, and went to the wars in Brittany, 
8 wher^ 



where he attached himfelf to a man at arms, and 
behaved very well. It happened, that in fome 
lldrmiih his mafter was taken and flain ; when, in 
recompenfe for his prowefs, his companions elefted 
him their leader in th^ place of his late mafter : he 
then made fuch profit by ranfoms, and the taking 
of towns and caftles, that he was faid to be worth, full 
forty thoufand crowns, not including his horfes, of 
which he had twenty or thirty, very handfome and 
ftrong, and of a deep roan colour. He had the re- 
putation of being the mod expert man at arms of 
the country, was chofen to be one of the thirty that, 
engaged againft a fmiilar number, and was the moft 
adive combatant on the fide of the Englifti *. 

King- 

«i « I. ..I. ■ I , 1 1 ■ I- I I , 

* I have been much furprifed that FroifTart, who in gene- 
ral IS fo very minute in relating every tranfadlion, (hould 
have emitted an account of this extraordinary engagement. 
The relation of it which follows is taken from the Hiftoire 
4e Bretagne, vol. i. p. 280. 

After the death of fir Thomas Daggeworth, the king ap- 
pointed fir Walter Bentley commander in Brittany. Tke 
Engiifli being much irritated at the death of Daggeworth, and 
pot being abl« to revenge themfelves on thofe who flew hhn» 
did fo on the whole country by burning and deftroying it. 
The marfhal de Beaumanoir, defirous of putting a ftop to this^ 
fcnt to Bembro, who commanded In Ploermel, for a paff^ 
port, to hold a conference with him. The mstHhal repro- 
bated the condu6l of the Englifti, and high wofds pa/Ted be- 
tween them ; for Bembro had been the companioji in armjf 
to Daggeworth. At laft, one of them propofed a combat of 
thirty on each fide : the place appointed for it was at the 
Balfway oak-tree between Joffelin and Ploermel ; and the day 
i^as fixed for the ayth March^ the fourth Sunday in Lent 

* ' Beaumanoir 
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King John of France made him the offer of 
knighting him, and marrying him very richly, if he 

would 



Beaunianoir chofe nine knights ind twenty-one fquires > 
llie firftwere, the lordde Tinteniac, Guy da Rochefort, Yvei 
Charruel, Robin Raguenel, Huon de St. Yvon, Caro de 
Bodegat, Olivier Arrel, GeofFry dii Bois, John Rouflelet, &C. 
Bembro could not find a fufficient numbet* of Englifh in 
Ills garrifon ; there were but twenty, the remainder were 
Germans and Bretons. Among them were, fir Robert 
Knolles, Croquart, Herve de Lexualen, John PJefanton, 
Richard and Hugh le Gaillart, Jannequin Taillarf, ReiTefort, 
Richard de la Lande, Thomelin Billefort, Hugh CalverJj, 
Robinet Melipars, Yfrai or Ifannai> John RufleJ, Dagorne^ 
and a foldier, named Hulbitee, of a very large lize, and of 
great ftrength, &c. 

Bembro firft entered the field of battle and drew up his 
troop. Beaumanoir did the fame. Each made a fhort ha- 
rangue to his men, exhorting them to fupport their own 
iionor and that of their nation. Bembro added, there was 
an old prophecy of Merlin, which promifed vidtory to the 
Englifh. As they were on the point of engaging, Bembro 
made a fign to Beaumanoir he wilhed to fpeak to him, and 
reprefented he had engaged in this matter rather impru- 
dently ; for fuch combats ought firft to have had the permif- 
fion of their refpedlive princes. Beaumanoir replied, he had 
been fomewhat late in difcovering this ; and the nobility of 
Brittany would not return without having proved by battle 
who had the faircft miftrefles. The fignal was given for the 
attack. Their arms were not fimilar; for each was to 
choofe fuch as he liked. Billefort fought with a ;mallet 25 lbs. 
weight, and others with what arms they chofe. The ad van* 
tage, at firft, was for the EnglKh ; as the Bretons had loft 
five of their men. Beaumanoir exhorted them not to mind 
this, ^s they ftopped to take breath ; when, each party hav« 
ing had fome refrefhments, the combat was renewed.^ 
Bembro was killed. On feeing thiS| Croquart cried out t 

* Companions^ 
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would quit the Englifli party, and promifed to givd 
him two thoufand livres a year; but Croquart 
would never liften to it. It chanced one day, as he 
was riding a young horfe, which he had juft pur- 
chafed for three hundred crowns, and was putting 
him to his full fpeed, that the horfe ran away with 
him, and, in leaping a ditch, flumbled into it, and 
broke his mafter's neck. Such was the end of Cn> 
quart. 



y CHAP. CXLVIII. 

SIR AYMERY DE PAVIE PLOTS WITH SIR OEOFFRV 
DE CHARGNY, TO SELL THE TOWN OF CALAIS. 

A T this time fir GeofFry de Chargny was ftationed 

at St. Omer, to defend the frontier ; and, in 

every thing touching war, he afted as if he had 

' Companions, don't let us think of the prophecies of Merlin, 
but depend on our courage and arms ; keep yourfelves clofe 
together, be firm, and fight as I do.' ' 

Beaumanoir, being wounded, was quitting the field to 
quench his thirft, when Geoifry du Bois cried out, * Beauma-. 
noir, drink thy blood, and thy third will go off.' This made 
him afhamed, and return to the battle. 

The Bretons at 1 aft gained the day, by one of their party 
breaking on horfeback the ranks of the Englifh ; the greater 
part of whom were killed. Knolles* Calverley and Cro?- 
quart were made prifoners and carried to the caftle of JofTelin* 
Tinteniac, on the fide of the Bretons^ and Croquart on the 
Engliih, obtained the prize of valour. Such was the ifTue of 
this famous combat of Thirty, fo glorious to the Bretons^ bttt 
which decided nothing as to the pofTeilion of the ducky of 
Brittany. 

been 



been king. He betYiought himfelf, that as Lorn* 
beards are very pooTy and by nature avaricions, he 
would attempt to recover the town of CakiSi, by 
means of Aymery de Pavie the governor : and as^ 
firom the terms of the truce> the inhabitants of the 
towns of St, Omer and Calais might go to each 
place to fell their different merchandizes, fir Geoffipj^ 
entered into a fecret treaty with fir Aymery, and 
fucceeded fo far that he promifed to deliver up the 
town, on receiving twenty thoufand crowns. 

The king of England, however, got intelligence 
of it, and fent to Aymery the Lombard, orders to 
crofs the fea immediately, and come ta him at 
Weftminflen He obeyed ; for he could not ima- 
gine that the king knew of his treafon, it had been 
fo fecrcdy carried on* 

When the king few the Lombard, he took him 
afide, and Cud ; ^ Thou knoweft that I have eiu 
trufted to thee what I hold deareft in this world, 
except my wife and children, I mean the town and 
caflle of Calafe, which thou haft fold to the French, 
and for which thou deferveft death.' The Lom- 
bard flung himfelf on his knees, and laid ; ^ Ah, 
gentle king, have mercy on me, for God's fake. 
AU that you have faid is very true ; but there h 
yet time to break the bargain, for hitherto I have 
not recayed one penny.* 

The king had brought up this Lombard from a 

child, and much loved him : he replied, * Aymery, 

it is my wifh that you continue gn this treaty : you 

wUl inform me of the day that you are to deliver 

up 
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lip Gal^s ; and on thefe conditions I pfomife you 
my pardon/ 

The Lombard then returned to Calais, and kept 
every thing fecret. In the mean time, llr GeoflFry 
de Chargny thought himfelf fure of having CalaiSy 
and iflued out privately his fummons for five hun« 
dred lai^es : the greater part were ignorant where 
he intended to lead them ; for it was only known 
to a few barons. I do not believe he had even in- 
formed the king of France of his plan, as he would 
have jdifluaded him from it, on account of the 
truce. The Lombard had confented to deliver up 
the town to him, the laft night of the year, with 
>vhich he made the king of England acquainted by 
means of his brother *. 



^ CHAP. CXLIX. 

tHE BATTLE OF CALAIS, BETWEEN I'HE KING OF 
ENGLAND, UNDER THE BANNER OF SIR WAL- 
TER MANNY, WITH SIR GEOFFRY DE CHARGNY 
AND THE FRENCH. 

XX/'HEN the king of England was informed of 

this, and knew that the day was for a cer- 

tamty fixed, he fet out from England with three 

hundred 

— ■■ B it, ■ I ■ ■ l,.», . ., ■ ■ ■. 

• Sir Aymery de Pavie was appointed commander of the 
galleys by the king, dated Weftminfter, 24th April 1348.— 
Sir Aymery does not feem to have forfeited Edward's con « 
fidence.: I therefore think, with M. Levefque^ that AveC- 
bury's account is more probable* * Didtus vero genaenfis» 

Voii. II. R «oleniS 



hundred meti'Stt arms and fix hundred archen» 
He embarked at Dover, and came fo privately txf 
Calais, that no ow knew of his being there. He 
placed hit men in ambufcade in the rooms and 
towers of the caftle, and faid to fir Waker Manny j 
^ Su- Walter, I will that you be chief of this entgr- 
prize; and I and my fon will fight under your 
banner/ 
. Sir Geoflfry de Chargny had left St* Omer the 
latter end of December, with all the forces he had 
colleded, and arrived near to Calais, about midnight, 
the laft day of the month. He halted there for his 
rear to come up, and fent forward two of his 
fquires, who found fir Aymery waiting for them u 
they afked, if it were time for fir GeoflEiy to ad-^ 
vance ? The Lombard anfwered, that it was* The 
two fquires, upon this, returned to fir Geoflfry, who 
marched his men in battle array over the bridge 
of NieuUet : he then fent forward twelve of his 
knights, with one hundred men at arms, to talkt 
pofleflion of the caftle of Calais ; for he thought, if 
he had pofTeflion of the caftle, he Ihould foon be 
mafter of the town, confidering what ftrength he 
had with him ; and, in a few days time, he could 
have as much more, fhould there be occafion. He 
gave orders for twenty thoufend crowns to be defc 
yered to fir Odoart de Renty, who was in thi» 



nolens prodere regem Anglorvm dommam fuum* • • • • • 
Aurum taniea fibi prumilTum cupiens imburfare, cum eodem' 
domino Galfrido pacifice Ioquens» in dolo tak, fiiafionibat 
callidis adquievit.' — Avssbury^ p* iSo» 
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ekpeditioh, lor him to pay the Lombard : and fir 
fcreoflfry remained in the plain in filence, his banner 
difplayed before him, with the reft of his army ; for 
his intention was to enter the town by one of iti 
gates ; othefwife he would not dnter it at alL 

The Lombard had let down the draw-bridge of 
the caftie, atid opened one of the gates, through 
which his detachment entered unmokfted ; and fir 
Odoart had given him the twenty thoufand crowns 
ia a bag, who faid, ' he fuppofed they were all 
Acre; for he had not time to count them, as it 
would be day immediately.* He flung the bag of 
crowns into a room, which he locked, and told the 
French, he would condu£t them to the great tower, 
Aat they may the fooner be mafters of the caftle : 
m faying this, he advanced on, and, pufliing back 
the bolt, the door flew open. In this tower was 
the king of England with two hundred lances, who 
Mied forth with fwords and battle-axes in theit 
hands, crying out, * Manny, Manny ! to the refcue :* 
what, do thefe Frenchmen think to conquer the 
caftle of Calais, with fuch a handful of men !' 

The French faw that no defence could fave them ; 

Sy they furrendered themfelves prifoners; and 

fcaicely any of them were wounded. They were 

' Blade to enter tlus tower, whence the Englifli had 

iaOied, and tha-e fliut in. 

llic Englifli quitted the caftle, and, forming 
(hemfdyes in array, mounted their horfes, for they' 
knew the French were mounted, and made for the 
gate leading to Boulogne. Sir Geotfry was there 
wi&i Us bonnier dilplayed: his arms were threo 

R 2 efcutcheons 
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tfcutcheons argent on a field gules; and he wast 
very impatient to be the firft that fhould enter 
Calais. He faid to thofe knights who were near 
him, that ^ if this Lombard delayed opening the 
gate, they fhould all die with cold.' * In God's 
name,' replied fir Pepin de Werre, * thefe Lom- 
bards are a malicious fort of people ; perhaps he is 
examining your florins, left there fhould be any 
falfe ones, and to fee if they be right in number.* 

During this converfation, the king of England 
and his fon advanced, under the banner of fir 
Walter Manny. There were many other banners 
alfo there, fuch as the earl of SuflTolk's, the lord 
3taflford's, lord John Mountacute's, brother to the 
carl of Salifbury, the lord John Beaucbamp's, the 
lord Berkeley's, the lord de la Ware: all thefe 
were barons, having banners : and no* more thai^ 
thefe were in this expedition. 

The great gates were foon opened, and they al! 
fallied out : when the French faw this, and heard 
the cries of ^ Manny, to the refcue !' they found 
they had been betrayed ; and fir Geoflfry faid ta 
thofe around him, * Gentlemen, if we fly, we fhall 
lofe all: it will be more advantageous for us to 
fight valiantly, in the hopes the day may be ours.* 
* By St. George,' faid fome of the Englifh, who 
were near enough to hear it, * you fpeak truth : 
evil befel him who thinks of flying.' They then 
retreated a little, and difmounted, driving their 
horfe^ away, to avoid bdng trampled on. When 
the king of England faw this, he halted the banner 
under which he was, aad faid ; ^ I would have the 

men ij 



1 



245 

tten drawn up here in order of battle : and }et a 
good detachment be fent towards the bridge of 
Nieullet ; for I have heard that there is pofted a 
large body of French, on horfeback and on foot/ 

Six banners and three hundred archers left his 
army, and made for the bridge of Nieullet, where 
they found the lord Moreau de Fiennes, and the 
lord of Crequi, who guarded it. There was alfo 
polled between the bridge and Calais, the crofs- 
bowmen from St. Omer and Aire, who had that 
'day {harp work : more than fix hundred were flain 
or drowned; for they were immediately difcom- 
fited, and purfued to the river : it was then fcarcely 
day-break. 

The knights of Picardy maintained this poft fome 
time ; and many gallant adUons were performed ; 
but the Engliih kept increafing from the town, 
when, on the contrary, the French fell off, fo that, 
when they found they could not longer keep the 
bridge, thofe that had horfes mounted them, and 
betook themfelves to flight* The Englilh imme- 
diately purfued them, and many were overthrown : 
but thofe that were well mounted efcaped ; among 
them were the lords de Fiennes, de Crequi, de 
Sempy^ de Lonchinleich, and the lord of Namur. 
Many were taken through their own hardinefe, who 
might otherwife have faved themfelves. When it 
was broad day-light, that each could fee the other, 
fome knight^ and fquires coUefted themfelves toge- 
ther, and vigoroufly attacked the Englifh, infomuch 
that feveral of the French made good prifoners, 
that brought them much profit. 

R3 W^, 
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X "We wiH now fpeak of the king of England, ixrhq 
was there incognito, under fir Waker Manny'§ 
•banner. He advanced with his meh on foot, tq 
meet the enemy, who were formed in clofe order 
with their pikes, ihortened to five feet, planted out 
before them. The firft attack was very fliaip afi4 
fevere. The king fingled out fir Euftace die Ri- 
beaumont, who was a fl:rong aiid hardy knight : he 
fought a long time marvelloufly well with the king j^ 
fo that it was a pleafure to fee them ; but, by the 
confufion of the engagement, they were f^parated; 
for two large bodies met, where they were ifightingj^ 
and forced them to break off their combat, 
y On the fide of the French, there was excellent 
fighting by fii^ Geoffry de Chargny, fir John de 
Landas, fir Heftor and fir Gavin Ballieul, an4 
others ; but they were all furpaffed by fir Euftace 
de Ribeaumont, who that day ftruck the king twice 
down on his knees : at laft, however, he was obliged 
to furrender his fword to the king, faying, ^ Sir 
knight, I furrender myfelf your prifpner, for the 
honour of the day muft fall to the Englifh.* AH 
that belonged to fir Geoffry de Chargny were either 
flain or captured : among the firft were fir Henry ' 
du'Bois, and fir Pepin de Werre ; fir Geofiiy and 
the reft were taken prifoners. The laft that was 
t^ken, and who in that day had excelled all, wa$ 
fir Euftace de Ribeaumont. 

This bufinefs was finiflied under the walls of 
Calais, the laft day of December, towards mprti? 
ing, in the year of grace i348t 

CHAP. 
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y CHAP. CL. 

TH£ KINO OF ENGLAND PRESENTS A CHAPLET OF 
PEARLS TO SIR EUSTACE D£ RIfiSAUMONT. 

inn^HEN the engagement was over, the king r^ 
turned to the caftle in Calais, and ordered all 
die prifoners to be brought before him. The French 
then knew for the firft time that the king of Engu 
land had been there in perlbn, under the banner (tf 
fir Walter Manny. 

• The king faid^ he would, this evening of the 
new year, entertain them all at fupper, in the caftle. 
When the hour for fupper was come, the tables 
'fyread, and the king and his knights drefled in new 
Tobes, as well as the French, who, notwithftanding 
they were prifoners, made gopd cheer (for the king 
wHhed it ihould be fo) : the king feated himfelf at 
table, and made thofe knights do the fame around 
him, in^a moft honourable manner. 

The gallant prince of Wales, and the knights 6[ 
England, ferved up the firft courfe, and i^ted on 
their guefts. At the fecond courfe, they went and 
feated themfelves at another table, where they were 
ferved and attended on very quietly. 

When fupper was over, and the tables remioved, 
the king remained in the hall, among the Engliih 
and French knights, bareheaded, except a chaplet 
of fine pearls, which was round his head. He con- 
▼erfed with all of them ; but, when he came to fir 
Geoffiy de Chargny, hk countenance altered, arid, 
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looking at him a&ance, he faid, • Sir GeoflFry, I 
have but little reafon to love you, when you wifhed 
to feize from me by Health, laft night, what ha^ 
given me fo much trouble to acquire, and has coft 
me fuch fums of money. I am, however, rejoiced, 
fo hfive caught you thiis in attempting it. You were 
defirous of gaining it cheaper than I did, and thought 
you could purchafe it for twenty thoufand crowns ; 
but, through God'S affiftance, you have been difr 
appointed.* He then pafTed on, and left fir Geoffry 
ftanding, without having a word to fay for himfelf. 

When he came to fir Euflace de Ribeaumont, 
he afiumed a cheerful look, and faid, with a fmile ; 
* Sir Euftace, you are the mofl: valiant knight in 
Chriftendom, that I ever faw attack his enemy, oy 
defend himfelf. 1 never yet found any one ia battle, 
who, body to body, had given me fo much to do 
as you have done this day. I adjudge to you the 
prize of valour, above all the knights of my court, 
as what is juftly due to you.* The king then toot 
oflF the chaplet, which was very rich and handfome, 
and, placing it on the head of fu: Euftace, faidi 
^ Sir Euftace, I prefent you with this chaplet, as 
being the beft combatant this day, either within or 
without doors ; and I beg of you to wear it this 
year, for love of me. I know that you are lively 
and amorous, and love the company of ladies and 
damfels ; therefore, fay wherever you go, that I 
gave it to you. I alfo give you your liberty, free 
of ranfom ; and you may fet out to-morrpwj if you 
pleafe, and go whither you will.* 

In 
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In diis fafne year 13499 king Philip of France 
married his fecond wife, at Brie-comte-Robert % 
on Tuefday the 29th day of January, She was the 
lady Blanche, daughter of Philip king of Navarre, 
who had died in Spain, was very well beloved, and 
about eighteen years old* 

On the 19th of the following February, vhidi 
was Shrovetide, the duke of Normandy, eldeft fon 
of the king of France, was married at St. Genet 
vieve, near St. Germain en Laye, to hb fecond 
wife, Jane countefs of Boulogne: (he was the 
widow of the lord Philip, fon of the duke of Bur* 
gundy, who died before Aiguillon 1346. The 
countefs was the daughter of earl William of Bou« 
logne, by the daughter of Louis earl of Evreuz, 
ajid held in her own right the duchy of Burgundy, 
the counties of Artois, Boulogne and Auvei^e, 
JKith ffiiany others. 



JDDITIONSy 

FROM TWO MSS. JJ? THE HAFOD LIBRARY, NOT IN 
ANY QF THE PRINTED COPIES. 

-VOU have heard related how the young earl 
Lewis of Flanders had been betrothed to the 
4ady Ifabella, daughter of king Edward of England, 
and that afterwards he had efcaped from Flanders 
into France, where he was joyfully received by the 
»■ I ■ I .1 I ■' ■ 111. II ■ I <bi 

• A market -town of Brie-Fran^aife, dioccfe and eledioa 
of Paris, feven leagues from Paris. 
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and his barons, whp told hhn he had aded 
ifiiMy^ for. that fuch forced marriages were of no 
avail ; and the king added, that he would otherwife 
ally him more to his honour and profit. Things 
tem^ined in this (late for about a year. 

Duke John of Brabant was not much difpleafed 
ait <^ i for he was defirous of -marrying the young 
Count of Flanders to his fecond daughter, the elddt 
bang count^fs of Hainauh. 
^ He fent ambaffadors to king Philip, to intreat he 
would tonfent • to the match between the count of 
Flanders and his daughter ; that, if he confented, 
he would in'future be his good neighbour, and thskt 
neither he nor any of his children would ever bear 
anhs again for the king of England. 
^ The king of France, who knew the dtike of Btia^ 
bant to be a powerful lord, that could hurt or affift 
him according to his pleafure, liftened* to his pro- 
pofal in preference to any other, arid let the duke 
know, that if- he could prevail on the ftates of 
Flanders to confent to this maniage, he would be 
agreeable to it, and would prefs it on the earl. The 
duke, in his anfwer, engaged for the confent of tlie 
ftates. He inftantly fent able commiflioners to the 
principal towns, to negotiate with them this mar« 
riage : he treated, as I may fay, fword in hand ; 
for he gave them to underftand, that if they mar- 
ried the young earl otherwife, he would inftantly 
declare war againft them j and on the contrary, 
if they- complied with his defire, he would unite 
himfelf ftrongly with them, and defend them againil 
any other lords. 
> - . ^ The 
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The councils of the prmdpal towns heard with 
jatteptioa the propoials and promifes the duke of 
Brabant, thejir neighbour, made them. They knew 
their youn^ lord was not within their power, but 
imder the dire£tion of the king of France and the 
la^y his mother, and that his heart was entirely 
French. Upon mature cohfideration, therefore, 
they thought, that as the duke of Brabant was a 
very powerful prince, and of great enterprife, it 
would be much more advantageous to conclude a 
match with him than with any one elfe ; for by it 
they would enjoy peace, and have their lord again 
among them, which they very much defired. The 
bufinefs was fo well arranged that the young earl 
of Flanders was brought to the city of Arras, whi- 
ther the duke of Brabant fent his eldeft fon, the 
lord Godfrey earl of Mons, the earl of Los, and 
all his council. The principal towns of Flanders 
fent thither alfo their magiftrates. Many confe- 
rences were held; and the young earl and his 
countrymen engaged for his marriage with the 
daughter of the duke of Brabant, provided it were 
agreeable to the church. This had been already 
fecured, and the difpenfation from the pope was 
arrived. Not long after this, the young earl came 
Jo Flanders, where all due homage was paid him $ 
and greater powers were granted to him than even 
his father, or any of his predeceffors had enjoyed. 

The earl married the duke's daughter ; and, by 
the marriage-articles, the towns of Mechlin and 
Antwerp were to revert to the earl of FLmJcrs, 
-after the death of the duke j but this, treaty was Ip 

fecretly 
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fecretly managed, that few heard of it. The duke 

gave fo much to his daughter, that great wars were 

the confequence between Flanders and Brabant in 

after times, as you will hear : but, as this is not as 

yet the fubjeft-matter of my hiftory, I Ihall briefty 

flt^te^ that the king of England was forely vexed 

"^yith all parties for this marriage : with the duke 

,of Brabant, becaufe he was his coufm-germaii, 

find had carried off from his daughter the heir of 

JFianders, to whom flie had been betrpthed : with 

the ejirl, bepaufe he h^d broken his engagement 

.with hipi, refpe<Stii)g his daughter. The duke feat, 

however, very prudent s^nd h^indfome apologies i 9^ 

,j[Jid afterwards the earl of Flapd^rs^ 
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A BOUT this period, there was much ill will ber 
tween the king of England and the Spaniards^ 
on account of fpme inftadipns and pillages com.- 
mitted at fea by the lattejr. It happened at thi^ 
feafon, that the Spaniard^ who had been iji Fl^der^ 
vnth their merchandize, were informed they would 
not be able to return home, without meeting the 
Englifli fleet, The Spaniards did npt pay much 
attention to this intelligence : however, after they 
had difpofed of their goods, they amply provided 
their (hips from Sluys with arm^ and artillery, and 
all fuch archery, crofs-bowmei> and foldier§ as were 
willing to receive pay. 

The king of England hated thefe Spaniard? 
greatly, and fiaid publicly j ' We have for a long 

time 
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time fpared thefe people ; for which they have douri 
tts much harm ; without amending their conduct : 
on the contrary, they grow more arrogant; for 
which reafon, they mud be chaftifisd as they i^-pais 
our coafts/ His lords readily affented to this pro- 
pofal, and were eager to engage the Spaniards. 
The king therefore iffued a fpecial fummons to all 
gentlemen who at that time might be in England, 
and left London. 

He went to the coaft of Suffex, between South- 
ampton and Dover, which lies oppofite to Ponthieu 
and Dieppe, and kept his court in a monaftery, 
whither the queen alfo came. At this time and 
place, that gallant knight, lord Robert de Namur, 
who was lately returned from beyond fea, joined 
the king : he came juft in time to be one of this 
armament ; and the king^ was exceedingly pleafed 
at his arrival. On finding that he was not too late 
to meet the Spaniards on their return, the king, 
with his nobles and knights, embarked on board 
his fleet; and he was never attended by fo nu- 
merous a company in any of his former expeditions 
at fea. 

This fame year the king created his couiin, 
Henry eirl of Derby, duke of Lancafter, and the 
baron of Stafford an earl, who were now both with 
him. The prince of Wales and John earl of Rich- 
mond were likewife on board the fleet: the laft 
was too young to bear arms, but he had him on 
board becaufe he much loved him. There were 
alfo in this fleet, the earls of Arundel, North- 
ampton,. ^Hereford, Suflfolk and Warwick, the lord 
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Reginald Cobham^ fir Walter Maimy, fir 'thck 
ams Holland, fir Lewis Beauchamp, fir James 
Audley, fir Bartholomew Burgherfh, the lords 
Percy, Mowbray, Neville, Roos, de Diforti de 
Gq/irodej de Berder, and many others. There 
were four hundred knights ; nor was he ever at* 
tended by a larger company of great lords. The 
king kept the fea with his veiTels ready prepared 
for a£tion, and to wait for the enemy, who was not 
long before he appeared. He kept cruizing for 
three days between Dover and Calais. 



XXT'HEN the Spaniards had completed their car-* 
goes, and laden their vefiels with linen cloths, 
and whatever they imagined would be profitable in 
their own country, they embark^ on board their 
fleet at Sluys. They knew they fliould meet the 
Englifh, but were indifferent about it ; for they had 
marvelloufly provided themfelves with all forts of 
warlike ammunition ; fuch as bolts for crofs-bows, 
cannons, and bars of forged iron to throw on the 
enemy, in hopes, with the affiftance of great ftones, 
to fink him. 

When they weighed anchor, the wind was for 
vourable for them : there were forty large veflels 
of fuch a fize, and fo beautiful, it was a fine fight 
to fee them under fail. Near the top of then: mails 
were fmall cafl;les, full of flints and (tones, and a 
Ibldier to guard them ; and there ailb was the flag^ 
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ftaff, from whence fluttered their dreamers ia the 
wind, that it was pleafant to look at them. If the 
Eaglifh had a great dedre to meet them, it feemed 
as if the Spaniards were flill more eager for it» as 
will hereafter appear. The Spaniards were fuU ten 
thoufand men, including all forts of foldiers they 
had enlifted when in Flanders : this made them feet 
fufHcient courage not to fear the combat with the 
king of England, and whatever fofce he might have 
at fea. 

Intending to engage the Englifh fleet, they ad* 
ranced with a favourable wind until they came 
oppofite to Calais. The king of England being at 
fea, had very diftindly explained to all his knights 
the order of battle he would have them follow : he 
had appointed the lord Robert de Namur to the 
command of a fhip called La Salle du Roi, on 
board of which was all his houfehold. The king 
pofted himfelf in the fore part of his own fhip : he 
was drelied in a black velvet jacket, and wore on 
his head a fmall hat of beaver, which became him 
much. He was that day, as I was told by thofe 
who were prefent, as joyous as he ever was in his 
life, and ordered his minftrels to play before him a 
German dance which fir John Chandos had lately 
introduced. For his amufement, he made the fame 
knight fing with his minflrels, which de&ghted 
him greatly. From tkne td time he looked up to 
the caftle on his mafti^ wh<^e he had placed a watch 
to inform him when the Spemiards were in light. 
Vniilfl: the king was thm amufing himfelf with his 
kmghts^ wha were kappy^ in feeing him fo gay^ 

^ the 
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th6 tx^tc^h, ^ho had obferved a fleet, cried 6utV 
^ Ho, I fpy a (hip, and it appears to me to be a 
Spaniard/ The minftrek were filenced; and he 
was aiked if there were more than one : foon after 
he replied, * Yes ; I fee two, three, four, and fo 
many that, God help me, I cannot count them*' 
The king and his knights then knew they mufl be 
the Spaniards. The trumpets were ordered- to 
found, and the Ihips to form a line of battle for the 
combat 5 as they were aware that, fmce the enemy 
c^utie in fuch force, it could not be avoided. It 
was, however, rather late, about the hour of vef- 
pers* The king ordered wine to be brought, which 
he and his knights drank ; when each fixed their 
helmets on their heads. The Spaniards now drew 
near : they might eafily have refufed the battle, if 
they had chofen it, for they were well freighted, 
in large ihips, and had the wind in their favour. 
They could have avoided fpeaking with the Engliih^ 
if they had willed, but their pride and prefumption 
made them aft otherwife. They difdained to fail 
by, but bore inftantly down on them, and com- 
menced the battle* 



''I^HEN the king of England faw from his ffiip 
their order of battle, he ordered the perfoa 
who managed his veffel, faying, ^ Lay me alongfide 
the Spaniard who is bearing down on us ; for I will 
have a tilt with him/^ The matter dared not dif- 
obey the kingV order^ GBt i^^Jus fhip ready for 
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Afe Spaniard, who was coming full fail. iTie king^s 
fliip was lirge tod ftifF ; otherwife (he would have 
been jiink, for that of the enemy was a great one, 
and the (hodk of their meeting was niore like the 
crafli of a torrent or temped : the rebbiind caufed 
the ca^le in the king's flrip to ehcountef that of the 
Spamai*d \ fo^-that the maft of the latter was broken, 
and all in the caftle fell with it into .the fea, wheii^ 
they were drowned. The Englifh veffel, however, 
fuffered, and let in water, which the knights cleared, 
and flopped the leak, without telling the king any 
thiilg of the triatter. Upon examining the veffel he 
had engaged Lying before him, he faid ; * Grapple 
my fliip with thatj for I will have poffefSon of her/ 
His knights replied ; * Let her go her way : you 
fliall have better than her/ That Veffel failed on, 
and another large fhip bore down, and grappled 
with chains and hooks to that of the king. The 
fight now began in eameft, and the archers and 
crofs-bows on each fide were eager to fhoot and 
defend themfelves* 

The battle was^ not in orte place, but in ten or* 
twelve at a time. Whenever either party found 
themfelves equal to the enemy, or fuperior, they 
inftantly grappled, when grand deeds of arms were 
performed. The Englifh had not any advantage ; 
and the Spanifh (hips were much larger and higher 
than their opponents, which gave them a great 
fuperiority in {hooting and cafting floneS and iroil 
bars on board their enemy, which annoyed them 
•ttcceedingly. The knights onbpard the king's fliip 
were in danger of &viV;0fg'ifoT the leak ilill admitted 
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water : this made them more eager to qoltqtier tfce 
veifel they were grappled to : many gallant deeds 
were done ; and at lail they gained the /hip» ami 
flung all thjey found in it overboard, halving quitted 
their ownihip. They continued the combat againft 
the Sp^ii^rds, who ibught valiantly, and whofe 
crofa-bowmen (hot fuch, bolts of iroH as gready dif- 
trefled the EngUlh. 



'THIS fea-fight, between the Englifh and Spa* 
niarde, was well and hardly fought : buty as 
night was coming on, ' the Ejigliib exerted dienu 
felves to do their duty well, and difcomfit their 
enemies. The Spaniards, who are ufed to the fea^ 
and were in large (hips, acquitted themfelves to the 
utmoft of their power. The young prince of Wales 
and his divifion were engaged a->part : his (hip was 
grappled by a great Spaniard, when he and his 
knights fuffered much ; for fhe had fo many holes^ 
that the water came in very abundantly, and they 
could not by any means flop. the leaks, which gave 
the crew fears of her finking, they therefore did 
all they could to conquer the enemy's fhip, but m 
vain ; for fhe was very large, and excellently well 
defended. 

During this danger of the prince, the duke ©f 
Lancafler came near, and, as he approached, faw 
he had the worft of the engagement, and that his 
crew had too much on their hands, for they were 
baling out water: he therefore fell on the other 
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fide of the Spanifh veffel, with which he grappled^ 
Ihouthig, * Derby, to the refcue !* The engage- 
taent was noiHr Very warm, but did not laft long, 
for the ihip was taken, and all the crew thrown 
overboard, not one being faved. The prince, with 
his men^ inftantly embarked on board the Spaniard ; 
and fcarcely had they done fo when his own veffel. 
funk, which convinced them of the imminent diui^ 
ipr they had been in* 



jpHfi engagement was in other parts well conteft- 
ed by the Englifh knights, who exerted them* 
filves, and need there was of it, for they found 
ftofe who feared them not. Late in the evening, 
Ae Salle du Roi, commanded by lord Robert de 
«amur, was grappled by a large Spaniard, and the 
fight was very fevere. The Spaniards were deter- 
ged to gain this fliip ; and, the more effeOiually 
to fucceed in carrying her off, they fet all their fails, 
took advantage of the wind, and, in fpite of what 
lord kobert and his crew could do^ towed her out 
of the battle j for the Spaniard was of a more con- 
fiderable fize than the lord Robert's fliip, and there^ 
fereflie more eafily conquered. As they were thus 
towed, they paffed near the king's Ihip, to whom 
Aey cried out, * Refcue the Salle du Roi,' but 
were not heard i for it was dark ; and, if they were 
iieard, they were not refcued« The Spaniards 
irould haye carried away with eafe this prize, if it 
had hot been for a gallant a£t of one Hanequin, a 
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fervant to the lord Robert, who^ with b's dra\wi 
fword on his wrift, leaped on board the enemy, ran 
to the maft,^ and cut the large cable which held the 
main fail, by which it became unmanageable ; and 
with great. agility, he cut other four principal ropes, 
to that the fails fell on the deck, and the courfe of 
the (hip was {topped. Lord Robert, feeing this, 
advanced with his men, and, boarding the Spaniard 
fword in hand, attacked the crew fo vigoroufly, that 
all were flain or thrown overboard, and the veflel 
won. 



T C AIWOT fpeak of every particular circumftance 
of this engagement. It lafted a confiderabk 
time ; and the Spaniards gave the kuig England 
and his fleet enough to do. However, at laft vifitory 
declared for the Englifh i the Spaniards loft four- 
teen (hips ; the others faved themfelves by flight *. 

When 



• * Anno Gratlae millefimo treccntiiUmo quinquagefBmOy 
qui eft annus regni regis Edwardi a conqueftu tcrtii vicefli- 
miis qnartus, commiflum eft beHum naralc inter AnglTcoset 
Hifpanos quarto calendas Septembris. Edwardus ncmpe 
rex Angliae cum paucis navibus obviavit naTig;io HiTpaniSr 
itiris belllcofis refertiffimo juxta Winchelfee. Et fadlo aCiro- 
ciffimo conflI(Su, muhi Jaefi ^unt ex utraque parte. Nam tarn 
fcrvens erat helium, tam crebra vulnera inflidla ex omni 
parte, quod ab illo praelFo vix allqnis evafit illdefuc. Demuin. 
(Deo volente) viftoria ccflTit Anglis. Captse funt ibi ighur 
26 naves magna?, reliquis fubmerfis, vel in fbgam verfis. In 
hoc confli(flu dum Hifpani tbiidi et fyperbi,, atquc fidentcsiii 

«)bor& 



26l 

When it was completely over, and the king faw 
he had none to fight with, he ordered his trumpets 
. to found a retreat, and made for England. They 
anchored at Rye and Winchelfea a little after night- 
fall, when the king, the prince of Wales the duke 
of Lancafter, the earl of Richmond and other barons 
difenxbarked, took horfes in the town, and rode to 
the manfion where the queen was, fcarcely two 
EngUfh leagues diftant. The queen was mightily 
rejoiced on feeing her lord and children : fli2 had 
fuffered that day great affliftion from her doubts of 
fiiccefs ; for her attendants had feen from the hills 
of the coaft the whole of the battle, as the weather 
was fine and clvar, and had told the queen, who 
was very anxious to learn the number of the enemy, 
that the Spaniards had forty large (hips : fhe was 
therefore much comforted by their fafe return. 

The king, with thofe knights who had attended 
him, pafied the night in revelry with the ladies, 
converfing of arms and aniours. On the morrow 
Ae greater part of his barons, who had been in 
this engagement, came to him : he greatly thanked 
them all for the fervices they had done him, before 
fiedifmiffed them, when they took their leave, aud 
Returned every man to his home. 

m 

robore fuo et ftreiiuitatf, Jedlgnantiir fc recldere jiiffa regit 
^dwardi, omnes miforahirtcr perieriiat, alii ferro caefi, ;iUi 
*9uis fiibmerii.' Tho. Walmngham, Hi/i jlngJidt p. 1 69. 

Stowe fays, that * Edward returned triumphant, but 
•cwdiling the lots of fir Richard Golde (borough. '—Page 
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VOU have before heard how Ay^icry de Pnvid 
had plotted to furrender the town and caCble of 
Calais, for a fum of florins, to the French, and how 
it befel them : that fir GeoflFry de Chargny and the 
knights with him were made prifoners, and carried 
to England, whence they ranfomed themfelves as 
fpon as they could pay the money, a|id returned to 
France, . It happened, that, during the time he was 
it St. Omer by order of the king of France, he 
heard that Aymery de Pavie was at a caftle in the 
country near Calais, called Fretun, which the king 
of England had given him, The Italian lived there 
at his eafe with a beautiful Englifliwoman whom he 
liad brought thither as his miftrefs ; and he fancied 
the French had forgotten his courtefy to them : but 
that was not the cafe, as you fhall hear. As fooA 
as iir Geoffry received this information, he fecretly 
inquired from thofe of the coimtry who knew thia 
caftle, if it could eafily be t^ken : they afiured him 
It might ; for that ' fir Aymery lived there without 
any fufpicion, ahd without guards or watch, think- 
ing himfelf as fafe as if he were in London or Calais^ 
Sir Geo£Fry did not let thq matter fleep, but, cxA^ 
leding privately a band of men at arm$, left St, 
Omer in an evening, taking with him the crof$-bows 
that >yere quartered there, and marched all night 
when, at day-break, he arrived at the caftle of 
Fretiin, They inftantly furrounde4 the caftle, as 
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it was not of any fize, and, having entered the 
^ch, paffed through. The fervants, awakened 
by the noife, ran to their mafter, who was afleep, 
and fiad, * My lord, rife inftantly ; for the caftle 
is furrounded by a large body of men at arms, who 
are forcing their way into it/ Aymery was much 
alanned, and rofe as fpeedily as he could; but 
ftotwithftanding his hafte, he could not arm himfelf 
before his court-yard was filled with foldiers. He 
was thus made prifoner with his miftrefe ; but 
nothing was pillaged in the caftle, on account of the 
exifting truce between France and England ; and 
befides fir GeofFry only wanted to take Aymery. 
he was greatly pleafed with his fuccefs, and carried 
fir Aymery to St. Omer, where he did not fuffer 
him to languifh in prifon^ but had him put to death, 
with much cruelty, in the market-place of St. Omer, 
h the prefence of the knights and common people 
of the country, who had been fent for thither. 
Thus died fir Aymery de Pavie ; but his miftrefs 
cfcaped, for his death freed her, and fhe afterwards 
attached herfelf to a fquire of France. 



THIS year of our Lord 1349, there came from 
Germatiy, perfons who performed public peni- 
tendes by whipping themfelves with fcourges having 
i«m hooks j & that their backs and (houlders were 
torn: tfiey chaunted alfo, in a piteous manner, 
ca&dcles of the nativity and fufFerings of oiir Saviour, 
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and could not by their rules, remain in any towxi ,a 
more than one night : they travelled in companies .^a 
of more or lefs in number, and thus journeyed ^ 
through the country performing their penitence for — 
thirty-three days, being the number of years Jesus ^ 
Christ remained on earth, and then returned to -^ 
their own homes. Thefe penitendes were thus per- — 
formed^ to intreat the Lord to reftrain his anger, 
and withhold his vengeance ; for, at this period^ 
an epidemic malady ravaged the earth, and deftroy^ 
ed a third part gf its inhabitants. They were chiet 
ly done in thofe countries the moft afRided, whither 
fcarcely any could travel, but were not long con- 
tinued, as the. church fet itfelf agsinft them. None 
of thefe companies entered France : for the king 
had ftriclly forbidden them, by defire of the pope, 
who difapproved of fuch meafures, by found and 
^fenfible rcafons, but which I fliaU ps^s over, AU 
clerks, or perfons holding livings, that counte- 
nanced them were es;communicated, and feveral 
^vere forced to go to Rome to purge theinfelve§. 
j About this time, the Jews throughout the worW 
I were arrefted and burnt, and their fortunes feized 
! by thofe lords under whofe jurifdidions they had 
\ lived, except at Avignon, and the territories of the 
\ church dependant on the pope. Each poor Jew, 
when he was able to hide himfelf, and arrive in that 
country, efteemed himfelf fafe. It was prophefied^ 
• that for one hundred years people were to come^ 
^th iron fcourges, to deftroy thenji j , and this 
iv<)|aI4 no;^ have been the cafe, had not th^ff; pe^in 

. . tents 
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tents been checked in their mad career, as has been 
related *• 

CHAP, 

• Here end the additions. I cannot help fuppofing there 
TXHift ^ve been more ; for Froilfart would certaiidy have 
particularly mentioAed this fad calamity of the plague, that 
afflicted all Europci and he fcarccly notices it. 
' It began in the fpring of the year 1 34B, and came from 
Afia. It deftroyed in fome parts the fourth, in others the 
third of their population : ibmetimes it left not the tenth part.' 
{t carried off in Pan's from ifo to 50,000. and in the little 
town of St. Denis 1600. There were fometimes, at Park^ 
800 burials in a day : and in the f^igle church- yard of the 
Charter-houfe, London, were burled 200 daily. It broke 
every bond of attachment afunder : fervants fled from their 
inafters^ wives from their hufhands, and children from thexjjp 
parents. There were no laws in force ; the greateft excefles ^\^ 
were committed ; and, when the contagion was at an end* ^^ 
i^orals were found more corrupted. 

I refer my readers to the different chronicles gf the times* 
for more particular information. Lord Hailes dates its ra- 
vages in 1349, and fays ; ' The great f^iUncej which had long 
defolated the coptinent^ reached Scotland. The hiilorians 
of all countries* fpeak with horror of this peftilence. It took 
a wider range* and proved more deftru^ive than any cala* 
xnity of that nature known in the annals of mankmd. Barnes, 
pp. 42B — 441 J has collected the accounts given of this peftt* 
lence by ma^y hiftorians; and hence he has, unknowingly, 
furnifhed materials for a curious inquiry into the populoufbefs 
of JEurope in the fourteenth century.' 

* The fame caufe which brought on this corruption of man- 
ners produced a new fpecies of fanaticifm. There appeared 
m Germanyy England* and Flanders numerous confraternities 
ff . penitents, who, ^aked to the girdle, dirty and filthy to 
}ook at^ flogged themfelves in the public fq.uares, chaunting^ 
a ridicploos canticle. Underneath are two ftanzas of their 
f^lfitifclf » cQ^fiAing of niiif t^Q in ik^ whok. It is entire an 
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CHAP. CLL 

THE DEATH OF KING PHILIP, AND CORONATION 

OF HIS SON KING JOHN. " 

IN the beginning of Auguft, in the yeaa* 1350, 

Raoul de Cahours*, and many other knights 

suid fquireis, to the number of one hundred and 

twenty 
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a dtronicle belonging to M* Brequigny^ whicli is the only one 
^ppofed to poffefs it. 

* Or avanty entre nous tuit frer^ 

Battons nos charoignes bicn fort| 

fen remembrant la grant mifere 
* De Dicu, ct fa piteufe mort. 

Qui fut pris dc la gent amere, 

Et venduz, ct tralz a tOrt, 

Et battu fa char vicrge et claire ; 
' On nom de cc, battons phis fort. 

.0 Roiz des roiz, .chai: predeufe,- 

Dieux Fere, Filz^ Sains Eiperis» 

Vos faintifme char glorieufe, 

Fut pendue en crois par Juis : 

Et la fut grief ct doloreufe r 

Quar vo douz faint fane beneic 

Fit la crotx vermcille et hideufe, 

f^oonA D leu et battens noz pis.' 

M. LEYtsf9iffEf tend, u pp. 530^ 5^31. 
• Raoul de Cahours was of the Englifh partj^^ but gaiined 
4v^ by the magnificent promifcs of king John. He JGrft 
thaaged hh fide at this battle* v^hen he fought with the' com* 
iMailder ih Brittany, who had only •ne hiradred tittfty smd 
4»^ht have gained the day, if he had not beej^ too raffi.^ 
Kkig Jchny as a necoinpenfe, g»T« him tJ^yOOo-^Uiti^s^ and 
adtowed him the poff^ffioh citibt4mis4)t^S^^iMw,^iki^i0im^ 

of 
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men at arms, or thereabouts, combated with the 
commander for the king of England in Brittany, 
called fir Thomas Daggeworth, before the caflJe of 
Aurai* Sir Thomas ^and all his men were flain, to 
the amount of about one hundred men at arms. 

On the a 2d of Auguft in this fame year, king 
Philip of France departed ihk life at Nogerit le Roi t; 
and was carried to Notre Dame in Pari^. On the 
Thurfday following, his body was buried at St. 
Denis, on the left hand of the great altar; his 
bowels^ were interred at the Jacobins at Paris, and 
his heart at the convent of the Carthufians at Bourg- 
fontaines in Valois. 

The 26th day of September. enfuing, Johnt elddl 
fon of king Philip^ was crowned king, on a Sim^ 
ds^y, at Rheims. His wife, queen Jane, was alfo 
crowned at the fame time. 

The king, on this occafion, made many knights ; 
his eldeft fon, the dauphine of Vienne ; his fecond 
fon, Louis earl of Alen9on ; the earl of Eftamp^s ; 
the lord John d'Artois ; Philip duke of Orleans, 

of Cbauvec, and otkei* eftates which he had feized from Jatne 
de ^Belleville. Cahours engaged, in return» to deliver int0 
the king's hands Vannes, Giierraade» Breft, Henaieboa> &Cf 
^vBi/i. de Brelagne. 

kaoul de Cahours was made commander in Poitou^ hj 
writ of privy feal, dated Elthami 17th January i347«-* 
RyjcER. 
' ^ The 4th July 1348, th,e king grants him £»iOQO a-year in 
PoitoUf befides other advantages. — Idem. 

* DugdalCy in his Baronage^ fays he was flain through the 
treachery of the French. 

f A town in Beaucei on the river Eurei five leagues (fotii 
C)iartres» 

r .) brother 
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brother to the king ; the duke of Burgundy, fon 
of the queen by her firft marriage with the lord 
Philip of Burgundy ; the earl of Dammartin, and 
many others. The king fet out from Rheims on 
the Monday, and returned to Paris, by way of 
Laon, Soiflbns and Senlis. The king and queen 
' made their public entry into Paris on a Sunday, 
the 17th of Oftoben There were great feafts^ 
which lafted the whole week. The king remained 
at Paris at the hotel de Nefle, or at the palace, 
«ntil near Martinmas, when he affembled his par- 
liament. 

On Tuefday, the 1 6th day of November follow- 
ing, Raoul, earl of Eu and Guignes, conftable of 
France, who was but lately returned from his pri- 
fon in England, was arretted, by orders from the 
king, in the hotel de Nefle *, where king John re- 
fided, by the provoft of Paris, and was detained iq 
confinement in his hotel, until the next Thurfday j 
when, about the hour of matins, he was there be- 
headed, in the prefence of the duke of Bourbon^ 
the earl of Armagnac, the earl of Montfort, the' 
lord John of Boulogne, the earl of Rueil, and many 
other knights, who attended the execution by com- 
mand of the king, at th^t time in his palace. He 
was tijus executed, far great treafons, of which he 
had confefled himfelf guilty to the duke of Athens 
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. • The hotel de Nefle is now demoliflied ; an4 its Htuation 
\rould He unknown, were it' not for a curipua mefnoir re* 
fpe<5lmg it, in tlie xxiiid vol. of the Memoires de l!A<jad^mie, 
by M. Bcnamy, to whicTi I refer tte reader* ^ 
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end fbmc others. His body was buried in the Air^ 
guftins at Paris, without the walls of the monaftery, 
by periniflion of the king, out lof refpeO: to the 
friends of the couftable *• 

In the month of the enfuing January, Charles oi 
Spain, to whom the king had given the earldom of 
Angouleme, was appointed by him conftable of 
France. 

The lord Guy de Nefle, marlhal of France, had 
an engagement, on the ift of April, in Saintonge^ 
with the Englifh and Gafcons : the army of the 
marfhal was defeated : he himfelf was taken pri- 
foner, with his brother the lord William, lord Ar- 
nold d'Andreghen^ and many others. 

On Palm Sunday, which was the loth of April 
1 35 1, Giles Rigault de Rouffy, who was abbot of 

• ' De Dolo Rtglt Francld jfohanmSf Gfc. - • 

• Comes de Ewe, conftabularius Franciae, qui in conflifiix 
inter Angiicos & Nornianos» anno Domini milledmo. cccmos 
xLvito. apud Cadanjum habito, captus fuit, & tunc miCus • 
in Angliam, per. nr. annos & amplliis ibidem remaqn^ziar 
fub carcerali cudodia mancipatus> circiter feflum Saadi 
Michaelis, anno Domini milJefimo. cccmo. Limo. licenciatuf 
per regcni Angloruni loca fua in jxirtibus Franciae vifitaret 
Parifios venic ad novum Francix rcgem Johannem, utique 
datura magnum & difcretum, minus tamen graciofum, & 
fama pubTica referente libidinc plenum, ab Uxofe propria 
divertentcm, fornicariiique tarn fccularibus quam religiofis 
eciam inceftuofe Lurpiter adhaerentem, a paucis fuis magna- 
tibus vel plebcis dilt<iliim. Tunc idem rex, fe amicum ipfius 
comitTs Amulans, & pacitice libi loquens, convivavit eundem. 
Sed Ihitim no^le fequenti, miiro fpiculatore com quinvfdami 
fatellitibus iid hofiniliim didi comitis, ipfum comitem fecit 
fubito decf)ilari.— AvESBURY, p. 187, 

St* 
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Sti ttenis, and lately made k cardiiial, was fretented 
tvith the red hat, in prefence of king John in his 
palace, by the bifliops of Laon and of Paris. Thi^ 
had never been done before; but the pope had 
direfted it to be fo, by a bull addreffed to thefe 
biflidps. , K 

In the folIoT?ing September, the French redo* 
Tered the town of St. Jean d' Angely, of which the 
Englifh had kept poffeffion for five years. It Was 
furrendered by the garrifon without ftriking a bloWj 
and merely through want of provifions. 

In the monffh of Odober, the fraternity of thd 
noble houfe of St. Ouen *, near Paris, was efta^ 
blifiied by order of the king. All thofe who were 
of this order wore a ftar on their hoods, and ano-« 
ther on the front of their mantles f. 

This year, there was the greateft fcarcity of pro* 
vifions all over the kingdom of France ever known 

in 

■gii I I » ' III . I ■■ • ■ t - I .1 ■ ■ ... 

* St. Ouen IS a fmall town in the ifle of France, diocefe 
tnd election of Paris. 

f Barnes fays, that on the Sth Septeiiiber isSi» king 
John revived the almofl obfolete order of the Star, in imita-^ 
tion of the Garter ; and the firft chapter of it was held at 
his palace of St. Ouen. At firft there were but eighteen, 
knights ; the reft were added at different chapters. 

They wore a bright ftar on the creft of their helnriets, and 
enc pendant at their necks ; and the fame was embroidered 
on theJr mantles. 

The day fixed for the annual celebration of this order wa® 
the Epiphany, and the ftar chofett for the emblem. 
'r^.Q eighteen firft knights were : 

John king of France, fovereign. 

Philip duke of Orleans, his only fcrotherr 

' ' Charlef 



in the memory of man. AVheat was fold at Pariah 
for eight livres parilis * the feptier f : a feptier o( 
oats for forty fols parifis, and a boi&au | of peafe 
eight fols, and other grains according to their 
value. 

In this month of October, on the day of the cetof 
bration of the fraternity of St. Ouen, the Englilli 
took the town of Guignes, notwithftanding the 
truce : and in this year, the conflable of France 
was married to the daughter of the lord Charles| 
of Blois. 

Charles of Frtnce, daaphm of Viennc,-*-Louis duke of 
Anjou, — ^John duke of Berry, — Philip duke of Tou- 
rainey^-kiag John'l Tons. 
Charles king of Navarre. 

I^eter duke of Bourbon,— James Bourbon count de la 
Marche, — brothers. 
' Charles de la Cerda of Spain, earl of AngoulSme. 

Arnold d'Andreghen,«^John de Clermont j — marflials of 

France. 
Geoffry count de Chargny* great chamberlain of France. 
Charles earl of Tancarville. 

William de Brenne, duke of Athens, mafter of the horfe. 
John of Artois, earl of £ui — Charles of Artois, count de 
Longueville, — John vifcount de Melun, Tons, of Robert 
d'Artois. 
Tor more particulars, fee Favine's Theatre d'Honneur. 

* Cotgrave fays, that a livre parifis is 2s, 6d.f and that 
ten fols parids is equal to one (hilling. 

f A feptier of wheat, according to Cotgrave, weighs 240 
pounds. 
, % A boifTcau of wheat weighs 20 pounds. 
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CHAP. CLII. 

THE KINO OF NAVARRE CAUSED THE 1.OR0 
CHARLES OF SPAIN, CONSTABLE OF- FRAKCE^ 

TO Bfe murdered; with other matters* 

TN the year 1352, on the eve of the iisaft of ouif 
Lady, the middle of Augiift, the lord Guy de 
lfeflei,*lord of Oflemont, at that time marflial of 
France m Brittany, had an efigagement, in which 
the marffial was llain in battle, and aifo the lord of 
Briquebec, the baron of Beauvais, and many. other 
nobles, as well of the country of Brittany^ as of, 
other parts of France* 

The 4th of September was the day appwnted fof 
the combat * at Paris, between the duke' of Brufif- 
wick and the duke of Lancafter, for words which 
the duke of Lancafter had fpoken, and for which 
the duke of Brunfwick had ftimmoned him to an- 
fwer at the court of the king of France. 

The two dukes came to the field completely 
^rmed, and entered the lifts which had been pre- 
pared for the German appellant, and the Englifh 
refpondent. As the Englifh were at war with 
France, the duke of Lancafter had come thither 
under a fafe conduft from king John, to defend his 
honour. The king of France, however, would not 
permit them to fight ; but, although they had 

* See Dugdale*s BaroiKige, for a more particular account 
of this duel, and of an end being put to it by the king of. 
France, at the intreaty of the duke of Brunfwick, who» 
through cowardice, fubmitted to his award. 

armed 
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armed themfelves, and had taken the oaths^ and 
were mounting their fteeds, he took the buflnefe 
into his own hands, and made up the difference be- 
tween them. 

On the 6th day of December, pope Clement VL 
died, at Avignon, in the eleventh year of his pon- 
dficate ; and, on the i ith of the following month, 
a cardinal from Limofm, (tiled cardinal of Oftia, but, 
becaufe he had been biihop of Clermont, commonly 
called cardinal of Clermont, was eleded pope^ ^bout 
the hour of ten in the morning, in his room. He 
took the title of Innocent VL though his own prof 
per name was fir Stephen Aubert. 

On the 6th day of January 1353, foott after day* 
break, the lord Charles of Navarre, earl of £ vreux, 
caufed the lord Charles of Spain, conftable of 
France, to be murdered in his bed at an inn in the 
town of Aigle * in Normandy, by fome men at 
arms whom he fent there : he remained in a barn 
without the town, until they were returned to him 
after the performance of this deed. It was faid he 
was accompanied by the lord Philip of Navarre his 
brother, the lord Lewis de Harcourt, and lord 
Godfrey de Harcourt his uncle, and many other 
knights, as well from Navarre as from Normandy. 

The king of Navarre and his company retreated 
to the city of Evreux, of which he was lord, pro- 
vifioned it, and added to the fortifications. With 
him went the above-mentioned Harcourts, the lord 
of Malue, John Mailer lord of Graville, the lord 

* Diocefc 9f Evreux. 

Vol. II. T Almaury 
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AJtiiaHiy de Meulent, and many other noblemeft 
ef Normandy". 

Shortly aftei^, the king of Nararre went ft> 
Mantes: he had before fent many letters fealed^ 
to different towns in the kingdom, to inform Aem 
that he had put to death the conitable, for ranot!^ 
eril deeds which the conftable had done agaisit: 
him. He fent the earl of Meaux to tfee king of 
France at Paris, on the fame fubjeft. 

The king difpatched to the king of Navarre at 
Mantes, the cardinal de Boulbgnej the bifllop of 
iaonj the duke de Bourbon, the earl of Venddme^ 
and others, who entered mto a treaty with the 
king of Navarre : forafmuch as he had manied the 
king's fifter, the mere pardon of the king for thfe 
crime would not fatisfy him j but he required of 
the kingj his lord, many other things. Every one 
in France imagined that a war was unavoidable,, 
between the two kings ; for the king of Nararre had 
made many alliances, coUefted troops in cfiiSeretit 
places, and had vidualled and fortified his towhs 
and caftles. At laft, however, after many treaties, 
there was one agreed to, of which the following zrt 
fome of the principal points. 

The king of France was to give the king of Nk* 
varre thirty-eight thoufand livres toumois, on ac- 
count of an annuity which the king of Navarre 
received from the treafury of Paris, in lieu of land^ 
which, according to an agreement made- between 
their royal predeceflbrs, were to be affigned to him, 
for the county of Champagne, as well as on ac- 
count of his marriage with the king of France*s 

6 dati^tir. 



tbi^^elr/'<?hen he was promifed as tnuch land i$ 
Would 'amount to twelve thoufand livres a^yeaiv 
TTie king of Navarre wifhed to have the lordfhip 
of Beaumont le Roger *, the lands of Breteuil t 'w 
Kbrmandy, Conches J and Orbec§, the vifcounty 
ofPont-au-demer||, and the bailiwick of Coutantinf 
which were acceded to by the king of France 
though the four firft lands belonged to Phijip dukt 
of Orleans, the king's brother, and he gave bim 
Other eftates in lieu of them. The king confented 
mlfo, for the fake of peace, that all the Harcourt^ 
and his other allies (hould hold from him, as thdf 
•ford, all lands dependant on Navarre, in whatever 
part of France they might be fituated ; and it was 
at their option to do him, if they pleafed, homage 
for them*. The king of Navarre obtained alfo, that 
thefe lands, and thofe he pofleiTed before, fhouid 
be holden by him as a peerage : and he had tht 
power to hold, twic« a-year, a court of exchequer 
as tohlf as the duke of Normandy. 

The king of France confented to pardoft all who 
had been concerned in the death of the conft^ble^ 
and promifed, upon his oath, that neither now nor 
hereafter would he feek to do them hurt for thfej. 
ad. The king of Navarre, in addition, received 
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' * A markct-lown in Normandy^ on the Rille^ diaeefe oC 
Emenr. 

f EleAioa of Coaches^ 

X A market-town in Normandy, diocefe of Evreux. 

§ A town of Normandy, diocefe of Lifieux, 

H Pont-au-dem<r, — a town in Normandy, diocefe of ItU 
Seiuc» £rlPttxtMn leofucs^from Cueo. 

T a from 



frdm the king of France a large fum in goldc» 
crowns } and, before fie would come to Paris, he 
made the king fend him, by way of hoftage, the 
earl of Anjou, his fecond fon. 

When he came to Paris, he was attended by a 
numerous body of men at arms. The 4th day of 
March following, he came to the chamber of par-' 
liament, where the king was fitting, attended by 
many peers of France," the parliament and fome cf 
his council : the cardinal of Boulogne was there 
alfo. The king of Navarre befought the king of 
France to pardon him the death of the conftable, 
alleging that he had good reafons for fo doing, 
which he offered then to lay before the king, or at 
any other lime. He fwore he had not done it out 
of any contempt to the king of France, or to the 
office of conftable, and he added, that he fhould 
not feel any thing fo much, as to be thought he 
had incurred the anger of the king. Upon this, 
the lord James de Bourbon, conftable of France,^ 
by order of the king, gave his hand to the king of 
Navarre, and drew him afide. 

Shortly after, the queen Joan, aunt to the king 
of Navarre, and queen Blanche, his fifter ; the firft 
of whom had been the wife of Charles le Bel, and 
the laft of king Philip, lately deceafed ; came into 
the prefence of the king,' and made a low reve- 
rence : fir Reginald de Trie, falling on his knees^' 
faid ; ' My moft redoubted lord, here are my ladies 
the queens, Joan and Blanche, who have heard that 
my lord of Navarre is in your ill graces, and are 
much hurt at it. They befeech you to have the 

gcodnefs 
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gbodnefs to pardcfti him ; and, if it pleafe God, he 
will for the future behave himfelf in fuch a man* 
fier, that you and all the people of France fhall be 
iatisfied.' 

The cenftable and the marfhals then went to feek 
the king of Navarre, who, coming again into the 
prefence of the king, placed himfelf between the 
two queens, when the cardinal fpoke as follows: 
* My lord of Navarre, no one ought to be fur* 
prifed, if my lord the king of France is oflfended 
with you, for the crime you have committed. There 
IS no occafion for me to name it, for you have 
made it fo public, by your letters and otherwife, 
that it is known to alh You are fo much beholden 
to him, that you ought never to have done it : you 
are of his blood, and nearly related to him} be* 
fides, ' you are hijs liege man, and one of his peers, 
and have alfo efpoufed his daughter; therefore this 
deed is fo much the more blameable. However, 
for the love and aflfeftion he bears my ladies the 
queens, here prefent, who have moft eameftly in- 
treated him in your behalf; and, becaufe he be^ 
lieves you have committed this crime through bad 
advifers, he pardons you heartily and willingly/ 

The two queens, and the king of Navarre, upon 
this, fell on their knees, and thanked the king. 
The cardinal added, ' that in future if any one of 
the king^s relations, or others, fhould dare commit 
fuch a crime as the king of Navarre had done, and 
f^ven if it fliould again happen, to the king's fon, 
tP infult or injure the loweft officer the king h;id^ 

T3 he 
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he fliould infallibly be* putiiflied/ Upoa this, the 
Court broke up *. • 

The 2 2d of March, a knight-banneret of the Jew 
marches, called fir Reginald de Preffigny, lord of 
Mstrans near la Rochelle, was drawii and hanged 
on a gibbet, by orders of the parliament a^d svatty 
of the great council of the king^ 

On the 4th of Auguft 1354, the king of France 
■was reconciled ta^ the earl of Harcpurt and the lord 
Lewis his brother, who were, as it was theaa faid« 
to reveal to him many things of conJfequence^ 
efpecially all that related to the death of the coli- 
(lable. 

In the following month of September, the <:ar- 
dinal de Boulogne fet out from Paris ^ to go to 
Avignon, and, it was commonly reported, not in 
the good graces of the king : howbeit, during the 
fpace of a year that he had remained in France, 
he had lived as well with the king as any other 
courtier. 

About this time, lord Robert de Lorris, cham- 
berlain to the king of France, fuddenly quitted the 
kingdom. It was faid, that, had he been taken,^ 
he would have fuffered, for having revealed to the . 
king of Navarre the fecrets of the king of France,^ 



* The cauftj of the murder of Charles d'Eipagne* coa- 
fiable of France, by Charles le Mauvais, was the pppoiitioE 
the.cQnflable made to the pretenfions of the king of Navarre 
to the counties of Champagne^ Liie, and to the duchy of 
Burgundy .-r-See Ferrera's Hift, of SpaiDji voL v, pp. 276^ 
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in the like manner as die Hatcourts had done tt 
the king of France. . ' 

The king of Navarre, in the month of Novembett 
fet out from Normandy, and paiTed through divers 
places, amuiing himfelf until he came to Avignon^ 
spad; from thence went to Navarre. And in this 
month the archbilhop of Rouen, chancellor of 
France, and the duke of Bourbon fet off for Avi* 
ghon ; as did the duke of Lancafter, and others of 
the Englifb, in order to hold a conference Couching 
m peace between the two kings. 

Hiis fame month the king of France left Paxii^ 
and went into Normandy as far as Caen. He toolt 
poffeffion of all the lands belonging to the king of 
Navarre, and appointed new officers and garrifons 
in ail the caflles belonging to him, except fix, viz^ 
Evreux, Pont-au-demet, Cherbourg, Gavrey% 
Avnmchesf^ Mortain |, which were garrifbned by 
men from Navarre, who would not furrender diemi^ 
felves, but anfwered thofe fent to them from tht 
king of France, that they would not give them up 
five to their lord, the king of Navarre, who had 
put them under their guard. 

In die month of January, the lord Robert de 
Lorris returned to Paris, by a paflport from the 
king, where he remained a fortnight without having 
pomiflion to fee him ; and, when he was admitted 
CO his prefence, he was not fully reconciled : he 
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* J^ 9iarket^own in Norxnand^^ four leagues from Cou* 
ianees. ^ 

f A town in Normandy, — a bifbop's fee, 
1 A tQwi m Normandyr—diocefe of Avranches. 

T 4 there- 
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therefore, by the advice of die king's: cotifLcil,' ret 
turned to Avignon, that he might be ptefent during 
the conferences. 

•■ ' Towards the end of February, news' was brought, 
that the truce which would expire in April, between 
the kings of France and England, had been prot 
longed by the pope to the nativity of St. John the 
-Baptift, in order that he might find fome means of 
making a permanent peace ; and that the comaiifr 
fioners from each king had confented to it. The 
pope fent ambafladors to the kings, refpefting anch 
ther mode of carrying on the treaty than what had 
liithierta been pradifed. 

^ This fame month, the king of France cobed 
Horins of. fine gold, which were called L^mb Flpr 
rins, becaufe on the reverfe was the figure of a 
Jamb. . They were valued at fifty-two the marq * ; 
;jnd.when they were coined, the king gave forty- 
eight for a marc, of pure gold, and forbid the qxa^ 
rency of any other florins. 
^ This mointh,. fir Gaucher de TOrme came to 
Paris,. to the kmg" of. France, as ambalTador from 
the king of Navarre : he. returned the following 
March, .carrying .with him paffports for the -king of 

Navarxe. 

This year, about Shroyetide, many of the Englife 
advanced near to Nantes; and, by means of rope- 
ladders, about fifty-two of them got into and took 
the.caflle: but fir Guy-de*Rochefort, who was the 
governpr, and at that time in the town, attacked 



♦ Eight ounces of gold> filver or bullion. 

th^m 
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ihi&BCi fo yigoroufly that he regained it that fame 
mght ; and the fifty-two Englifli were either flun 
or taken prifoners. 

King John, about Eader 13559 fent his eldeft 
fon, Charles dauphin of Vienne, into Normandy, 
as his lieutenant, where he remained all the fum^ 
mer ; and the province granted him three thoufand 
men at arms for three months. 

In the month of Auguft following, the king of 
Navarre landed at the caftle of Cherbourg, and 
with him ten thoufand men, including every one. 
There were many treaties begun between thofe at* 
tached to the king of France and thofe belonging 
to the king of Navarre : each fent refpeSively am- 
balTadors to the other. 

The king of Navarre's garrifons in Evreux and 
Pont-au-demer plundered all the country there- 
about : fome of them advanced to the cafUe of 
Conches, which at that time was in king John's 
hands, took it, and filled it well with provifions 
and men at arms. Several other afts of hofUlity 
were done by the men of Navarre againfl the fub- 
]eSts of the king of France. At laft, peace was 
jnade ; . and the king of Navarre then went to the 
dauphin of Vienne, in the caftle of Vemeuil ♦, who 
conduced him to the good city of Paris. 

On the 24th day of September, they both came 
to the king, who then refided at the caftle of the 
Louvre at Paris j and, when admitted to his pre- 



* Verneuil, — a city of Normandy, twenty-nqie leagues 
f^nd a half from Paris« 

fence, 
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ft&ce, the king of Navarre made his reverence -be« 
fore the. many nobles "who were there a&mbled# 
He excufed himfelf very honourably for having 
quitted the realm, and added, that be had heard 
ibme had found fault with his conduct towards the 
kk^ : he therefore requeited the king would name 
jdiofe who had done fo ; for he fwore that, fince 
the death of the conftable, he had done nothing 
againit the king of France but what a loyal fubjeft 
fhoald and ought to do. Neverthelefs, he befought 
the kh^ of France, that he would pardon all that 
was psfre(^ and adnut him to his favour. He pro> 
ni£^ that in future he would be as good and loyal 
as a fpn ought to be to a &ther, or a vaflal to hi& 
lord.. The king informed him, through the duke 
of Afhms^ that he forgave every thing heartily. 



CHAiP. CLIII. 



THE TAX OF THE OABELLE * IMPOSED THROUGH- 
OUT yRANCE* BY THE THREE ESTATES, ON 
, ACCOUNT OF THE WAR* 

npHE prince of Wales went into Gafcony fome 

time in the month of Oftober 1355, and ad- 

vanced as hv as Toulopfe, where he croffed the 

Garonne, 



Mitf*i 



* Tb« Gabelle k a tax upon fait* All perlbns ia France 
before the Revolution in 17S9, when It was abollihedy were 
obliged to pay a certain fum for fait, whether they ufed any 
or not. This neceflary article was monopolized by con- 
tra^O)^ who enriched themfelves^t the public expenfe. It 
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Garonne, and went to Carcaflbnne *• He bonit 
the fuburbsy but could do nothing to the town, jmb 
it was well defended. He then marched to Na]> 
bonne f burning and deftroying the country, and, 
in the month of November, returned to BourdeatS: 
with great plunder and a multitude of prifoners, 
without having met with any oppofition, nqtwitb- 
(landing that the earl of Armagnac, the kin^* of 
France's lieutenant in Languedoc, was at that titne 
in the country, as well* as the lord of Fbix, the 
lord James de Bourbon, lord of Pdnthieu and con- 
(table of France, and the lord John'de Clermont, 
marihal of France, with a more numerous army 
than that of the prince of Wales. 

The king of England landed at Calais in the 
month of Odober of this year, and marched to 
■'■■■■ " ■ ' I ■■ > ■ i n 1 1 I 

is fiDgulary that in almod all countries there has been levied 
It tax on t)|is article of abfolute neceffity, when it could be 
eafily demonflratedy that a mod trifling capitation-tax would 
produce a larger fum than this ycry oppreffive impoft 3 the 
poor would be relieved^ agriculture and the fifheries would 
be extended to an unbounden degree of perfedion. This tax 
preflcs moil fevercly on the Wcllh peafantry* and on the in- 
Jiabitants of the wetlem and northern parts of Britain^ where 
they cannot profit from the bounties of Proyidence, in the 
yad fhoals of fifh on their coafts, by the vexations of this^ 
impolitic duty. 

It was firft impofed by Philippe le Long ; and, I bellevei^ 
at this period i8o2» it has been re-impofed in France* 

• A confidcrable town in Languedoc, twenty-three 
leagues fom Touloufe. 

t -A. large city in Languedoc, an archbilhoprick, thirty*- 
feven leagues from "if^oulour^* 

Pefdin, 
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•HefHin ♦, where he deftroyed the outworks, and 
burnt the houfes within them; but he did not 
enter the town or caftle. 

The king of France, on hearing this new6 of the 
Englifli, iffued out his fummons for an army to 
affemble at Amiens, and marched towards the king 
•of England, who had retreated to Calais. 
• The king of France advanced as i^r as St. Omer, 
^whence he fent to inform the king of England, by 
ttlie .zdarihal d*Authain, and many other knights, 
4hat ie was. willing, to give him battle, either in 
finglecointeti <Jr'.i;?itb.his army, any day he would 
choofe to name ; but the king of England refufed 
the combat, and croffed the fea for England. The 
king of France returned to Paris. 

In this fame year^ about St. Andrew's day, the 
king of France fummoned all the prelates, chapters, 
barons, and citizens of the principal towns, to Paris, 
when he laid before them, through his cjiaucellor, 
Jn the chamber of parliament, the ftate pf the war, 
and requefted of them* to confult together on what 
aids they could grant that fhould be fufHcient to 
enable him to carry it on. And becaufe the king 
had heard that his fubjefts complained of being 
much aggrieved by the alteration in the coin, he 
offered to coin money that fhould be good and 
weighty, if they- would grant him other fupplies 
fufEcient to enable him to purfue the war. Upon 
which they anfwered, that is to fay, the clergy 



* A ftronfT town in Artois, ©n the Canche, twenty -two 



leagues from Ciihls. 
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by the mouth of the archbifhop of Rheims, th^ 
nobles by the duke of Athens, and the citizens by 
Stephen Marcel, provoft of merchants in the good 
towii of Paris, that they were willing to live or die 
for him,, and offered him the difpofal of their lives 
and fortunes, requiring only a little time to delibe* 
rate together. This requeft was willingly compKed 
with. 

The king of France gave this year, on the vigil 
of the feaft of the conception of the Virgin Mary, 
the duchy of Normandy to his eldeft fon the dau- 
phin of Vienne, earl of Poitiers ;' and, on the m<M> 
row, he did homage for it. 

After the three eftates had deliberated, they re- 
plied to the king of France, in the chamber of par- 
liament, by the aforementioned perfons, that they 
would grant him an army of thirty thoufand men, 
to be maintained by them for one year ; and in 
order to have the fund for paying this, which was 
cftimated at fifty thoufand livres parifis ♦, the three 
eftates ordered that there fhould be levied upon all 
perfons, whatever their ftate may be, churchmen, 
nobles or others, a tax of eight deniers parifis per 
pound, on all forts of provifions ; and that the tax 
upon fait fhould be eftabliflied throughout France. 
But, as it was not known if this tax, and the esten- 
fion of the gabelle would be fufHcient, it was ordered 
that the three eftates fhould remain in Paris, to fee 
and examine th^ refult of this tax, and that on the 
- ■ I I I - 1 1 ■ ■ .1 *■ ■ ■■■■ I .1 ^ 

• My two MSS. fay * cinquante cent mille livres,* whlcU 
appears mod probable ficom tlie fe verity of the tax. 
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I ft of March Sallowing they fhould again afTemblci 
which was done, except by fome of the nobles and 
citizens from the chief towns in Picardy, and many 
other towns in Normandy. Thofe who had ex- 
amined the receipt of the taxes w^e alfo there ; and 
upon theur information that it was not foffident, a 
new fubfidy was refolved on : and it was ordered^ 
that all manner of perfons, of the blood royal at 
toi^ prieft or layman, monk or mm, privileged or 
unprivileged, innkeq)ers, heads of churches, who 
pof&iTed rents, or revenues from offices or admi* 
niftrations, widows as well as dic^e who held eftatts^ 
in their own right, children, married or not; who 
had any fortune iti the hamds of truftees or other- 
wife ; ccHuers, and all others who had formerly be^a 
exempted from taxation, and who were pdffefled oi 
one hundtied livres a-y«ar, or under, whether by 
inheritance, annuity, wages or penfioni for life^ 
fliould pay a fubfidy of four livres, to'.^defray the 
expenfe of the war : thoffe of forty livres a-year, axiid 
punier, to pay forty fols : ten livres a-year, and up* 
ward, twenty fols: and under ten livres {a*year| 
children, whether in wardfhip or upwards of fifteen 
y^jurs old, laibourers and workmen gaining thetr 
livelihood by work, fhould pay ten fols: ri-ih^ 
had smy fortune befide what they acquired by labour^ 
fliey were to pay as the others. Servants and all 
who woiked for hire, fo £hat they gained a hundred 
ibis, and upwards, a-year, were alfo to pay ten 
fols. The fol was to be taken as the fol parifis, in 
thofe parts where this mode of reckoning was ufual^ 
and as the fol tournois in the other parts. 

Thofe 
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Tbofe fervants vho did not gain more than tiie 
«xaft fum of one hundred fols a^year, or under^ 
txrere to pay nothing ; bat, if they had any equi^ 
lent fortune, they were to pay accordmg to the rate 
ef the others. 

Nolle of the mendicant monks, nor tbofe in 
ctoifter^ without office or adminiftration, nor chiU 
dren under die age of fifteoi, without any prc^rty^ 
were to pay to tins fubfidy. 

Nima wli^e alfo exempted, who had not any ini^ 
cocfie ' exceeding ten livres. Wives paid nothings 
betanfe their hufbmids were taxed, and their fot* 
tMes Woiild be r^koned as part of their hufbands. 
WiA' regard to the clergy, whether they were 
prelate^, ^bots, priors, canons, citrates, or othem 
who poffefled upwards of one hundred Uvres a-year, 
hf benefices, or inheritance from the holy church, 
or by both, and extending to jRve thouland livrcai 
a-year, they were to pay four Uvres &)T the firft 
hundred tiVres, and forty fols for every other him* 
dred of the five thoufand. No farther aid was to be 
required from any fum above five thoufand Uvres* 
The revenues of the benefices were to be eftimated 
by ifhe tax of the tenth penny, and no one was toi 
be allowed to claim any privileges from/their tenths, 
if they had been once granted. 

With regard to the nobiUty, and citizens of the 
chief towns, who had upwards of one hundred Uvres 
a-year : the nobles were to be taxed as far as five 
thoufand Uvres of rent, and forty fols for every 
hundred Uvres, befides the four Uvres for the firft 
hundred* The inhabitants of the towns in the fame 
- xnjinner. 
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manner^ as far as one tboufand livres a-yean As 
for the furniture of thofe noblemen who did not 
poflefs a hundred livres a-year, it was to be valued 
as high as one thoufand livres; and no higher ; and 
for thofe who were not noble, and had not foui? 
hundred livres a-year, their furniture was to be va- 
lued as far as four thoufand livres, that is to fay» at 
the rate of one hundred livres for every ten livres 
of rent ; and they were to pay the tax in the man* 
ner above fpecified. If it fhould happen than any 
nobleman poifefled but jufl: the rental of one hun* 
dred livres, and his furniture of no higher value 
than one thoufand livres ; or that any one^ not 
noble, had a rental of four hundred livres, and 
furniture to the amount of four thoufand livres, then 
their rentals and furniture fhould be entered to- 
gether, as high to the nobleman as one thou&nd 
livres, and to others as far as four thoufand livres,^ 
and no more. 

On Saturday, the 5th of March 1356, there was 
a diifenfion in the town of Arras, between the higher 
and lower ranks of inhabitants: the lower fort 
killed, that day, feventeen of the higher rank in 
Ae town. On the Monday following, they mur« 
dered four others, and baniflied many mojre; fo 
that they remained mafters of the town of Arras. 
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CHAP. CLIV. 

HE KINO OF FRANCE AttRESTS THE klKO OP 
KAVAR^iB, AND ORDERS THE EARL Of HAR^ 
tOURT AND OTHERS TO BE BEHEADED AT 
kOUENi 

•^He!, king of JFrance^ oli Tuefday the 5th of 

April, which was the Tuefday after midlent; 

Sunds^y^ fet out early^ completely armed^ from 

*&lainville ^, attended by sibout one hundred lances* 

Inhere Were with him his fon the eariof Anjou^ 

Viis brodier the duke of Orleans, the lord John 

d'Attdd, e^ri of £u^ the lord Charles his brother^ 

coufin-germans to the king, the earl of Tancarville^ 

fir Arnold d'Andreghen^ marfhal of France and 

many other barons and knights. 

They rode ftrait for the caftle of Rouen, by a 
back way, without paiQng through the town, and 
en esitering found, in the hall of the cafUe, Charles 
duke of Normandy, Charles king of Navarre, John 
carl of Harcourt,, the lords de Preaux, de Clerc^ 
de Graville and fome others feated at dinner. The 
king immediately ordered them all, except the dau« 
jphin, to be arrefted^ as alfo fir William and fir 
X*ouis de Harcourt, brothers to the earl, the lord 
Fricquet de Friquart, the lord de Toumebeu, the 
lord Maubue de Mamefnars, two fquires called 



• Mainvilley — a market-town in Vexin Noi*mandy, in the 
de^lion of Glfors. 

Vol. IL ll OUver 
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Oliver Doublot and John de Vaubatu, and many 
others. He had them fhut up in different rooms in 
the caftle ; and his reafon for fo doing was, that, 
f}n^e the reconciliation made on occaiion of the 
death of the conftable of France, the king of Na« 
v^rre had confpired ai^d done ma^y things cootnuy 
to the honor of the king, and the good of his realm : 
the earl of Harcourt had alfo ufed many injurious 
expreflions in the caftle of Vaudreuil *, when an 
afiembly was holden there to grant a fubfidy. to the 
king of France againft * the faid king, in ^rder to 
prevehtj as much as lay in. his power, the {vb&ij 
froih being agreed to. The king, after this, £it 
down to dinner, and afterwards, mounting his horfe 
K)de, attended by ail his company to a field behind 
the caftle, called the Field of Pardon. The king 
then ordered the earl of Harcourt, the lord df 
Gravillej the lordMaubue and Oliver DouUet to be 
brought thither in two carts : their heads wwe cut 
off, and their bodies dragged to the gibbet at 
Rouen, where they were hung, and tbefr heads 
placed upon the gibbet. 

In the courfe of that day and the morrow, Ae 
king fet at liberty all the other prifoners, except 
three ! Charles king of Navarre, who was conduced 
to prifon in the Louvre at Paris, and afterwards to 
the Cbatelet : fome of the king's council were ap- 
pomted as a guard over him. Friquet and Vaubatu 
were alfo confined in the Chatelet. 



* Vaudreuil, — a fmall town of Normandy, diocefeof£f* 
rcux> iix leagues from Rouen* 

PhiGp 
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IPESip of Navarre, howeivei-, kept pofreffion of 
^ttd caftles which the king hk brother had in 
iR^ortriandy, arid, When the kmg of France fent him 
<)rdert to furi-ender them, reftifed to obey, but ia 
MiijnndBon vlrJth the lord Godfrey de Harcourt and 
%ih€ir enetnitfls of i*rance, raifed forces in the comi- 
Ir^ of Contaiffin^ which they defended againft the 
Mh^h troops. 

OH Wedhefday after fiafter 1356, fir Arnold 
tx Afidfegtert went to Arra6, and there very pru- 
^iHaSjy sttd without the help of his foldiery, arrelt 
ted one hundred of thdfe who had put the town in a 
ftafce of ribeffion, and who had murdered the citi- 
leSiSi On the mort-ow, he had twenty of theip be^ 
iktoded; tOlA the reft he kept in prifon until the 
Ifiiig ffio^Fd have ordered otherwife. By this means 
fro towii was rendered obedient to the kingi 

In the month of June following,, the duke of 
liidtzStet fended in the country of Ccutaritin, and 
jCAntsA (he lord Philip of Navarre and fir Godfrey 
de Hariourt, They were about f Uf thoufand 
^combatants. They marched ftrait ior Lifieux, 
•Ofbet, and Pont-au-demer, where they reinforced 
file caftle, \^hich had been befieged for upwards of 
fkb months. The lord Robert de Hotetot, captain 
of ilhe crbfs^bowmen in France, who, with other 
ffiobtes^ had laid fiege to it, broke it up as fodn as 
he heard of the coming of the duke of Lancafter, 
leaving behind him his machines and attUlery, 
tirhich were captured by thofe of the caftle. The 
liuke and lord Philip made an excurfion as far as 

U a Breteuil, 
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Breteuil *, which they ftrengthened, robbing and 
plundering the country through which they pafled. 
When they found that the city and cattle of Ev- 
reux had lately furrendered to the king of France 
who had for a length of time laid fiege to it, and 
that the town and cathedral had been pillaged and 
burnt by the men of Navarre, who gave up the 
icaftle by capitulation, as well as by fome of the 
king^s fprces, who were befieging the townj the 
duke and lord Philip went forwards to Vemeuil t> 
which town and caftle they took and plundered : 
they alfo burnt part of the town. 

The king of France, on hearing of the landing 
. of the duke of Lancafler, had iflued out his orders 
for raifing troops : he affembled a large body of 
men at arms and infantry, fet out in purfuit of him, 
and, paffing through Conde J, made ftrait for the 
town of Verneuil. He paffed by TAigle §, and 
followed him to Tuboeuf, two leagues diftant from 
PAigle. The king of France was then informed 
that he could not "purfue him further ; for there 
were immenfe forefts in which his party could fecrete 
ihemfelves : the king therefore returned, and came, 
with his whole army, before the caftle of Thilliers H 
which they faid was in poffeflioh of Navarre. He 
took ' it, and garrifoned it with his own people. 

" ' ■■ ^" — ^— — <— ^ii— I ■■ I a^ii. ■- ■■■■■■-ip« — ■ — ^— — ■ -■■■i ■■!■■»■■■ ■! I tx^^m^^^^^mi^m^gmmmm^mm* 

* A town in Normandy, ele£^Ion of Conches, 
f A city in Normandy, twelve leagues from Evreuz** 
X A village in Normandy, in the eledlion of Alen^on. 
§ A fmall city in Normandy, diocefe of £vreux> eledion 
of Verneuil. 

II Thilliers is a village in Picardy, near Montdidicr. 

He 
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He afterwards came to the caflle of Breteuil, which 
was defended for the king of Navarre. The king 
of France remained before this caftle the fpace of 
two months, when it was furrendered on capitula- 
tion, that the garrifon might go whither they 
pleafed^ and all they could carry with them. 



CHAP. CLV, 

THE KING OF FRANCE ISSUES OUT SUMMONS FOR , 
ASSEMBLING AN ARMY TO COMBAT THE PRINCE 
OF WALES, WHO WAS OVERRUNNING THE PRO- . 
VINCE OF BERRY, 

TXT^HEN king John of France had finifhed his 
expedition, and had re-conquered all the 
towtis and caftles in lower Normandy which be- 
longed to the king of Navarre, whom he detained 
in prifon, he returned to the city of Paris. He 
had not long been there before he heard that the 
prince of Wales with his whole army, had invaded' ' 
his kingdom, and was fad advancmg towards the 
fertile country of Berry. 

When this was told him, the king laid, with an 
oath, that he would immediately fet out after him, 
and give him battle wherever he fhould find hun. 
He iflued put a fpecial fummons, to all nobles and 
others who held fiefs under him, that they fhould 
not, under any pretence whatever, abfent them*- 
felves, without incurring his higheft difpleafure, 
but, inunediately on the receipt of thefe letters, fet ^ 
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out to meet him on the borders of Tourailie anil 
Blois ; for he was determinad to fight the Engliftu 

The king^ to haflen the bujfinefs, marched horn, 
Paris ; for he had at this time a large Ippdy of meii^ ' 
^t arms in the field ; and went to Ch^rtres, to ^jdn, 
more certain intelligence of thjp enemy. He m-. 
mained there fome time, and great crowds of troopa 
^d men at arms came to him from the different 
countries of Auvergne, Ben-y, Burgundy, Lprraine, 
Hainault, Vermandojs, Picardy, Brittany and Nor^ 
mandy. They paffed through the tPWn o^ \^^^' 
arrival, to (hew their mufters, and took up tl^eir 
quarters in the fields, according to the o^-^e^^ pf* 
the two marfhals, the lord John de Clermont andj 
lord Arnold d*Andreghen^ The king gave orderS; 
for all the towns in Anjou, Poitqu, Maine a^c^ 
Touraine, to be well garrifoned and provided with 
all things^ efpedally thofe pn the borders, by wbiclx 
it was hoped the Engliih would pafs, that they 
mi^ht be inclofed, and cut off from any fubfift€iu:& 
for themfejves and horfes. In fpite of th^, how« 
eY§?r, the prince, who had with him two thoufan^ ' 
m,^ 2iX ^rms a^d fix thoufand archers, rode on at 
his eafe, and coUefted every wh'fere provifions ia 
plenty. They found the country of Auvergne, 
which, they had entered and overrun, very rich,^ 
^d ^U things in great abundance ; but they would 
not flop therej as they were defirous of combating 
tl\eir enemies. They burnt and deftroyed all the 
co^^tries they paffed through ; and when they Al- 
tered; any town which was well provifioned, they 
re^e^ Iheri foijie days to refrefe themfekes, and 
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gt their departure defboyed what reitks^ned^ (laving 
the heads of wine calks that were fuU, burning tb0 
wheat and os^ts, (b that their enemies could noC 
(a^re any thing. They kept advancing, and found 
plenty every where ; for the countries of B^ry, 
Pohou, Touraine and Mai(ie are very rich, tAA 
full of forage for men at arms» 

The Englifh advanced fo far that they canie to 
the good city of Bourges*, where there was ^ 
great fkirmifh at one of the gates. TwQ kmgbtsg^ 
idle lord de Coitfant s^id the lord Hulin de Me* 
metles, had charge of the city. Many gallant 
deeds were performed j but the Englifli left it 
without doing any damage, and went to lifadun \p 
where there was a ftrong c2^(Ue. They att;acked it 
yfeacy hriikly, with their whole army, but they could 
HOt gain it ; for the governor and the knights who 
were with him too valiantly defended themlelvesii 
The Engliih therefore paiTed on, aiid came to a 
large town and caftle : the tOivm^ being weakly fbr<* 
fified and badly defended, was taken by ftorm* 
They found there great plenty of wines and other 
provifions, and remained thi'ee day3> to repofel 
thertifelves. 

News was brought there to the prince of WaleSy 
that the king of Prance was in the city of Charcrefi, 
with a very large army, and that all the paffes and 
towns on that fide of the Loire were fecured, and 
io well guarded no one could crofs the river. The 

• A large city in Berry, and an archblflioprick. 

f in iSorryf diocefe of Bourges, and eight leagues didant. 

U 4 prince 
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prince then held a council, when it was refolved he 
Aould fet out on his return to Bourdeaux, whence 
he had come, through Touraine and Poitou, an4 
deftroy all the country as he paffed. They began 
their retreat, after they had done . their pleafure 
with the to^n j and this day they gained the caftle, 
and flew the greater part whom they found in it. 

They marched toward Romorantin *. The king 
of France fent into. Berry three great barons, the 
lord of Craon, the lord of Boucicault and the 
hermit of Chaumont, to defend the frontiers, and 
to obferve the motions of the Englifh. They had 
with them three hundred lances ; and, fldrting the 
borders of the province, they followed them for 
fix days, without finding any opportunity of inter- 
cepting or of attacking the enemy ; fuch good and 
clofe order did the Englifl^ maintain on their 
march. 

- The French therefore had recourfe to an ambuf- 
cade, near to Romorantin, in a wonderfully narrow 
fpot, which the Englifli were obliged to pafs. That 
fame day, there left the prince's army, from the 
battalion of the marftials, by permiflion <5f the 
prince, the lord Bartholomew Burgherfli, the lord 
of Muyflidan a Gafcon, the lord Petiton Courton, 
the lord Delawar, the lord Baflet, fir Walter Pavely, 
fir Richard Pontchardon, fir Ne^e Loring, the 
young lord Defpencer, fir Euftace and fir Sanchez 
d'Ambreticourt, with about two hundred combat-i 

♦ Romorantin,— a confiderable town on the Saudre, in 
Blaifois, and capital of Sologne. 

•' . ants^ 
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imts, in order to pufli forward to Romorandiu 
They paffed through this ambufcade of the French 
"^khoyt moleftation j but, the moment they were 
clear of it, the French, who were mounted on ex» 
cellent and well-drefled horfes, ftuck fpurs into 
them, to overtake them. The Englifh, who had 
got far forward, hearing the found of horfes' feet, 
turned round s^nd found it was the enemy. They 
immediately halted, to wait for the French, who 
advanced on a gallop, fully determined what to do, 
with their lances in their refts. The Engliih, fee- 
ing them thus charge full fpeed, opened on each 
fide and let them pafs through, fo that no more 
than five or fix were unhorfed : they then dofed 
their ranks, and fell upon the rear of the French. 
This engagement was very fharp : many knight3 
and fquires were unhorfed, raifed up again and 
refcued on both fides. It laded a long time ; and 
no one could tell, fo valiantly was it difputed, to 
which fide vidory would incline, when the battalion 
of the marftials appeared in fight. The French firfl: 
noticed it, as it marched, fkirting along a wood, and 
immediately thought of faving themfelves as faft as 
they could, taking the road to Romorantin. The 
Englifli followed on full gallop, overthrowing all 
they could, without fparing themfelves or their 
horfes. The flaughter was great, and many were 
killed and unhorfed. One half of them, however, 
got fafe into the caftle of Romorantin, whofe gates 
were opened to receive them. There the three 
barons faved themfelves, as well as fome knights 
^d fauires who were the bell mounted. The town 

of 
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of Romorantin was taken on tl|e firft arrivai of tht 
JlngUfh, for it was not fortified. The remwder 
of the French endeavoured to efcape by jcttnig' 
into the ^aiUe^ 
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CHAP- CLVI. 

THE PRINC? QF WALES TAKES THE QASTLE OF 

P.OMORANTIN, 

'IX/'HEN the prince of Wales was ipformed that , 

his people |iad been engaged, he haOa^ed 
the march of his army towards Romorantin^ and, 
when he entered the town, found it full of ba$ 
jnen, who were ftudying hpiy they couki take tim 
caftle. 

The prince called fir John Chandos, and oirderecl 
klm to go and hold a parley wkh thofie in tha 
caftle. Sir John went to the bap^s^ and made a 
fign that he wiflied to fpeak with fome one : tha£Br 
upon guard inquired his name, by whom he was. 
feat, and then went to inform their mafters. Upon 
which, the lord of Boucicault and the hermit ai 
Chaumont came down to die bars. When fur John 
£lw them he fainted them, and faid ; ^ Gentlemen^ 
i am fent to you by my lord the prince, who wiflies j 
as it appears to me, to behave courteoufly toward 
his enemies, and thus fays, that, if you will fur* 
render the caftle and yourfelves, he will fhew you 
mercy, and give you good company.' The lord of 
Boucicault replied ; * We have no fort of inclin^fet 
tioa to accept of fuch. terms, nor to commit fucix 

an 
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Itii aft of folly whhout any neceffity ; for we are 
determined to defend ourfelves. Upon this they 
parted ; and the prince ordered his men to quar^ 
ters, for the next day he meant to attack the cafHe ; 
they were therefore commodioufly lodged iu th© 
town, of Romorantin, and clofe afeout it. 

On the next morning, the men at arms prepare4 
themfehres, and the archers advanced UAder their 
refpeftive banners, ^nd made a fliarp attack upon 
ihe caftle. The archers, who had pofted themfelves 
on the ditches, fhot fo juftly, that fcarcely any pne. 
dared to fhew himfelf on the battlements. 

Some got upon hurdles and dqors, with pick* 
^e$ and mattocks in their hands^ and fw^tm over 
the ditch, when they began to undermine the walls,, 
Thofe within flung down upon thenx large ftones 
^d pots of hot lime. On this occafion, there was 
flain, on the part of the Englifli, a fquire called 
Remond d? Q^derlach, who belonged to the divi- 
fipn of the cs^ptal de Buch. This attack lafted the 
^ple day, with little intermiflionf The EqgKlh 
retreated, towards night, to their quarters, in order 
to take care of the wounded ; and on the morrow, 
at fun-rife, the marfliars trumpets founded. Alt 
who were ordered for this aflault got themfelves in 
readinefs : the prince of Wales himfelf attended in 
perfon, and by his prefence mightily encouraged 
the Englifh. A fquire, of the name of Bernard, 
was killed clofe at his fide, by a flone thrown from 
the caftle : upon which the prince fwore, he would 
|igyei: iRove from that place until he had the caftle 

and 
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and all in it in his power, and immediately ordered 
reinforcements to the aflault. 

Some of the wifeft thought that they might uf^ 
lances and arrows for ever in vain ; and therefore 
they ordered cannons to be brought forward, and 
— ^ alfo aqueraux*, to fire lefeu gregois t into the lower 
<;ourt oF* me^aftle, fo that it was all in a blaze. 
The fire increafed fo mucli ^hat it gained a larg^ 
tower which was covered with thatch. 

When thofe within the caftle found that they 
muft either furrender themfelves or perifli by fire, the 
lord of Craon, the lord of Boucicault and the hermit 
of Chaumont came down from the caftle, and fur- 
rendered themfelves to the prince, who made them 
* ride and attend him, as his prifoners : many other 
knights and fquires who were in the caftle were fet 
at liberty, and the caftle was deftroyed. 

• jlquerautx. In du Cange, this paflage is referred to as 
the authority for the word : he calls it tnachlna bellL 

t Feu gregois, or feu grecquois, was compofed of fulphur, 
naphtha, pitchy gum and bitumen. It is only extingutihable 
by vinegar mixed with fand and urine, or by raw hides. It 
was firft ufed by the Greeks, about the year (56o.— For fur- 
ther accountSi fee Encyclopapdia Brltannica^ word Fir^. 

/ 



CHAP. 



• • • • 

CHAP. CLVm 

IHE ^IKG OF FRANCE LEADS A GREAT ARMY Tt> 

THE BATTLE OF POITIERS. 

A FTER the taking of the caftle of Romorantin, 

and the above-mentioned knights, the prince 

and his army marched forward as before, burning 

and deflroying the country, in his approach to 

Anjou and Touraine. 

The king of France, who had refided at Chartres, 
fet out from that place and came to Blois *, where 
he remained two days. He then came to Amboife f, 
and then to LochesJ, where he heard that the 
Englifh were in Touraine, taking the road for their 
return through Poitou j for the Englifh army was 
conftantly obferved by fome able and expert knights 
of. prance and Burgundy, who fent the king parti- 
cular information of its movements. 

The king of France then advanced to la Haye § 
in Touraine. His army had croffed the Loire, by 
the bridges of Orleans, Mehun, Saumur, Blois and 
Tours, and wherever elfe they could. There were 
fuch numbers of good and able men, that they 
were at lead twenty thoufand men at arms, without 



• A handfome city and bifhoprick on the north fide of 
the Loire, 44 leagues and a half from Paris. 

" f A fmall city in Touraine, on the Loire, ten leagues 
from Blois. 

J A town in Touraine, on the Indre, dipcefe of Tours, 
69 leagues from Paris, 

§ A town in Touraine, on the Creufe, twelve leagues from 
Tours. 

reckoning 



Iteckoning the others : there were twehtyifive diikei 
and earls, and upwards of fix fcbre banners. Thtf 
four young fons of the king were alfo with him % 
Charles duke of Normandy, the lord Lewis, who 
was afterwards duke of Anjou, the lord John finC6 
rfuke of &erry, land the lord Philip, the yourigel-^ 
\)lflio Was afterwards duke of BUf gundy. 

About this time^ pbpe Iritiocent VL had fenf liifd 
J'taftce two cardinalSj fir Bertrand, cardmal of Pe- 
irigord, and fir Nicholas, cardinal d'Aigel *, to en- 
deavour to make a peace between the king of France 
and his" enemieSj and efpecially between him and 
Ae king of Navarre, who was ftill detained in prifon« 
lilie two cardinals had held frequent conferences 
twth the khig on this fubjeflt, during the fiege of 
flretefUil; but -^^ct not able to bring it to a con-^ 
dnfion. 

The cslfdftl^l (A Perigord had i*etired to the oJcf 
of Tours, where he was informed that the king ot 
I'raftce wus mai'ching in all hafte after the £nglifh« 
. Me thefefore left Tours, and haftefied to Poitiera^ 
d^ he had kaimt that the two armies were approach^ 
&rg near to ea<!h other in that quartef* 

When the king of France heard that the prihce 
of Wafes <P^'s making as much hafte as poflible td 
return, he did not think he could any way efcap^ 
fiim. He marched from la Haye, with his whole 
trmy, and made for Chauvigny t^. wherd' be toolft 



** In fome, it is d'Urgel. 

+ A town in Pottou, on the Vienne, diccefe of Poitiers^ 
fij; leagues from Poitiers. 
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up hfe quarters on Thurfday, as well in the towA 
as without the walls, in meads along the banks of 
lh€ n^t Vienne* On the morrow, after breakfaft^ 
the king croffed the river at the bridge of Chau- 
vigny, and imagined that the Englifli were juft 
before him, but he was miftaken. However, ixt 
the purfuit, upwards of forty thoufand horfe crofled 
this bridge on the Friday : many others did fo at 
Chatelieraut * : and all, as they pafled, txx)k the 
road to Poitiers. 

On the other hand, the prince of Wales and hiJ 
army were ignorant of the exaft motions of the 
French ; but they fuppofed they were not far diC 
t^t, for their foragers found great difEcultiesi ill 
proeirring forage, of whichithe whole army wtti hi 
extreme want. They i«peflited of the great wslfte 
they had made in Berry^ Anjou azkl Touraine, and 
that they had not more amply proTiiioned tbeni* 

f<rfves* 

( 

It happened on this Friday, from the king of 
France ki perfbn paffing the bridge of Chauvigny 
ftnd the great crowck^ which attended him, that 
fhree great barons of France, the lord of Auxerre^ 
the lord Ra^pul de Joi^y and the earl of Joigny 
were obliged to remam ail that day in the town of 
CfaaoYigny^ ^mA a part of their people with them ; 
the others pafied over Without baggage or armout 
&0:^ what they had t^n their backs. On th^ Sa^ 
turday morning, they difiodged) crofled the bridge^ 

» *M H II I ■» * ■ ' ' ■ ■ 1 ■ I 1 1 i ■ « • t I l i ■ I T i I r I f ni l iihi ti 

* A towa in Poitou^ <^ el^ Viei^aey dioceiK^ of Foiderif 

tea leagues difta^t* 

aijfl 



and fiDllowed the army of the king j which wias slljoiil 
three leagues off. They made for the open fields 
and the heaths^ which were furrounded by wbod^^ 
HI order to arrive at Poitiers. This fame Sattrfday^ 
the prince decamped from a village hard by^ and 
fent forward a detachment to feek adventures, and 
to bring fome intelligence of the French. They 
confided of about fixty men, well armed and 
mounted for the occafion* Among the knights 
were fir Euftace d*Ambreticourt and flr John de 
Guiftelles. By accident, they got on the heaths 
furrounded by the woods above mentioned* The 
French foon faw they were enemies t they fixed on 
their helmets, and unfurled their banniers as quickly 
9B they were able ; when, fixing their lances in theiif 
reftsi they ftuck fpurs to their horfes* 

The Englifli no fooner perceived thefe French* 
men, who were about two hundred lances^ than 
they refolved to allow themfelves to be purfued, as 
the prince and his army were not faf diftant t they 
therefore wheeled about, and made for the rutty 
road through the wood. The French chaced them 
with fhouts and a great noife, and^ as they galloped 
on, fell in with the army of the prince, which had 
halted among the heaths to wait for their compa* 
nions. The lord Raoul de Joigny and thofe under 
his banner were advanced fo far that they came 
right upon the banner of the prince : the engage- 
ment was Very Iharp, and fir Raoul fought well : 
however, he was made prifoner, as were the earl of 
Joigny, the vifcount de Breufe^ the lord of Chau* 

vigny : 



. vijgny : the greater part were either flain or cap- 
tured. 

By thefe the prince learnt, that the king of France 
had marched forward, and that he could not return 
without fighting him. Upon which, he collefted 
all the ftragglers, and ordered that no one, under 
pain of death j fhould advance or flcirmifli before 
the battahon of the marflials. They marched on 
this Saturday, from about nine o'clock until vef- 
pers, when they came within two fmall leagues of 
Poitiers. 

The captal de Buch *, fir Haymenon de Pomiers, 
fir Bartholomew Burgherfh and fir Euftace d'Am- 
breticourt were ordered to advance, and obferve 

* 

where the French were encamped. 

Thefe knights, with two hundred nien well 
armed and mounted on their bed fteeds, fet out, 
and foon perceived the french king's army. All 
the plain was covered with men at arms ; and thefe 

Englifh could not refrain from attacking the rear 

—•— I — »— _^.^____. ____ 

* The Captal de Buch. The title of captal had anciently 
been afFedted by fome of the moft illuftrious lords of Aqui* 
taine. It feems that it was originally equivalent to the titid 
of county and marked even afuperiority, as the word capitalis 
^announces) principal chief. This dignity, at firft perfonal, 
as, well as all the others, became, in length of time, attached 
to particular families, and to the eftates of which they were 
.poHefred* In the time of the firft dukes of Aquitaine, there 
were feveral captal s ; but this title, perhaps by negledt, was 
replaced by others, fo that, towards the fourteenth century, 
there were no more than two captals acknowledged, that of 
Buch and that of Franc. — ^Vide Gloff. du Cange, ad* verb. 
Capitalis. 

Vol. II. X of 
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*df flig Fi-eiich : th^y liiihorfed lAitij, and took fetfte 
prifoners, infomuch that the main army begdh to 
be in motion. i<[ews Was brought 6f this tti the 
kiiig of Prahce, as he was on the point of entering 
the! city of Poitifers : Updn whith he turhed back, 
arid ordered hi^ M^hote ajhthy to do the fotne, tbA 
niake for the open fields, fo that it wa^ very htie 
oefdre they were quartered.. 

The Eiiglifh detlchmerit tetiirrifed to the prince, 
^d iielated to him the appearancfe of th^ Fre6t^ ; 
that they were in immenfe numbers. The |>riftc^, 
Ton hearing this, faid, * God help us ; Wfe niuft how 
coiifider which will be the beft ftianner to fight 
Iheih the moft advafitag^&otifly/ 

This night, the Englifh w^e qtritrterfed lA it fiff 
Ilrong pofidori, artiorig vineyards and hedges*^ and 
both arriues wefe well guarded, 

CHAP. CLVill. 

THE DISPOSITION OF THE FRJEKCH BEFOR* THl 

BATTLE OF POITIERS, 

/^N the Sunday mommg,*the king of France, 
who Was very impSitient to 'c6mbat the EngEfli^ 
ordered a folemn iriafs to be ftthg in his pivifibii 5 
and he and his four fons received the comhlunidh. 

Mkfe being over, th«*e came -to him the duke dl 
Qri^ffifi^j the duke of Bourbbn^ the earl of Pot- 
thieu, the lord Jaihes d6 Btfarbon, the diikte ©f 
Athens conftatie of !Prahce, the eJiH of TancarviHd, 
the earl of Saltzburg, the earl of Dammartm^ tbe 

"earl 
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f Vantadour, and many barons of France, as 
as other great lords who held fiefs in the 
bourhood, fuch as my lord of Clermont, fir 
Id d^Andreghen marfhal of France, the lord 
. Venant, the lord John de Landas, the lord 
C€ de Ribeaumont, the lord de Fiennes, the 
Geoffry de Chargny, the lord of Chatillon, 
►rd of Sully, the lord of Nefle, fir Robert de 
5, and many more, according to a fummons 
aad received for a council. They were a con- 
ble time debating : at laft it was ordered, that 
hole army fliould advance into the plain, and 
ach lord (hould difplay his banner, and pufh 
rd in the name of God and St. Denis. Upon 
the trumpets of the army founded, and every 
;ot himfelf ready, mounted his horfe, and 

for that part of the plain where the king's 
;r was planted and fluttering in the wind. 
» nught be feen all the nobility of France, 

drefled out in brilliant armour, with banners 
ennons • gallantly difplayed ; for all the flower 



'be pemum was the 'proper eniign of a bachelor or 
kiugiit. Du Frefne ilicws, tbat eren {quires inigh( 
SX2S10I1S9 provided they could bring a fufficient fuite qi 
in the field. — Note in Grofe's Miliury Antiquities. 
lb p. 206. vol. i. for an account of the hanner and 
et, and p. z^^'^ vol. ii. 

aoiapotmg the numbers of an arcn]r^ eveiy laaa at 
bould fee coufited as tlu-ee ; :fer each had his tc^\v% to 
is iance^ &c. and alfo his body iquire. 
iret, in his hillory of France, fays that 3000 men a( 
.monated to nearfy «,ooo men. 

Vol. V. 4th e^. p. *75i 

Xa of 



3o8 

of the French nobility were there : no knight nor 
fquire, for fear of diflionour, dared to remain at 
home. 

By the advice of the conftable and the marihals, 
the army was divided into three battalions, each 
confiding of fifteen thoufand men at armSj who had 
before fhewn themfelves men of tried courage. 

The duke of Orleans commanded the firft bat«* 
talion, where there were thirty-fix banners- smd 
twice as many pennons. The fecond was under 
the command of the duke of Normandy, and hi& 
two brothers, the lord Lewis and lord John. The 
king of France commanded the third. 

Whilft thefe three battalions were forming, the 
king called to him the lord Euftace de Ribeaumont, 
the lord John de Landas and the lord Guifcard<le 
JBeaujeu,, and faid to them ; * Ride forward, as near 
the Englifh army as you can, and obferve their 
countenance, taking notice of their numbers,- and 
examine which will be the moft advantageous 
manner for us to combat them, whether on horife- 
back or on foot.' Thef three knights left the king 
to obey his commands. ~ The king was moimted 
upon a white palfrey, and, riding to the head of his 
army, faid aloud ; ' You, men of Paris, Chartres^ 
Rouen and Orleans, have been ufed to threaten 
what you would do to the Englifli, if you could 
find them, and wifiied much to meet them in arms : 
now, that wifh fhall be gratified : I will lead you to 
them ; and let us fee how you will revenge your- 
felves for all the mifchief and damage they have 
done you : be affured we will not part witbou^ 

fighting**' 
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fighting/ Thofe who heard him replied; *Sir, 
through God's afliftance, we will mod cheerfully 
meet them/ 

At this inflant the three knights returned, andj 
pulhing through the crowd, came to the king who 
adDked what news they had brought : fir Euftace de 
Ribeaumont, whom his companions had requefted 
to be their fpokefman, anfwered ; ' Sir, we have 
obferved accurately the Engliih : they may amount, 
according to our eftimate, to about two thoufand 
men at arms, four thoufand archers, and fifteM 
hundred footmen. They are in a very ftrong pofi- 
tion ; but we do not imagine they can make more 
than one battalion : neverthelefs, they have pofted 
themfeves with great judgment, have fortified all 
the road along the hedge-fide, and lined the hedges 
with part of their archers ; for, as that is the only 
road for an attack, one muft pjifs through the midft 
of them. This lane has no other entry ; and it is 
fo narrow, that fcarcely can four men ride through 
it abreaft. At the end of this lane, amidft vines 
and thorns, where it is impofTible to ride or march 
in any regular order, are pofted the men at arms on 
foot ; and they have drawn up before them their 
archers, in the manner of a harrowj^ fo that it will 
be no eafy matter to defeat theffH"*-* 

The king afked, in what manner they would ad- 
yife him to attack them : * Sir,* replied fir Euftace, 
^ pn foot : except three hundred of the moft expert 
and bdldeft of your army, who muft be well armed 
and excellently mounted, in order to break, if 
poffible, this body of archers ; and then your bat- 
[ [ X 3 talions 
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talions mull advance quickly on foot, attack mai at 
arms hand to hand, and combat them valiantly^ 
This is the beft advice that I can give you j and, if 
any on^ know a better, let him fay it/ 

The king replied ; ' Thus fhall it be then ; and, 
in company with his two marihals, he rode firom 
battalion to battalion, and feleded, in conformity 
to their opinions, three hundred knights and fquires 
of the greateft repute in his army, each .well armed 
and mounted on the beft of horfes. Soon aftev, 
the battalion of the Germans was formed, who wejne 
to remain on horfeback to ailift the marfhals : they 
were commanded by the eaiis of Saitzburg, Neydo 
and Nafiau. 

King John was aimed in royal armour, and nine* 
teen others like him *. He had given his eUeft fen 
in charge to the lord of St. Vcnant, the lord of 
Landas, and the lord Tlieobaid de Bodenay. The 
lord GeoSry de Chargny carried the banner of 
France, as being the moft vahant and prudent 
knight of the army. The lord Repaid de Que- 



• T^is cuftom cff armmg feveral in like manner to the 
cottiftiander of an army, feems 'to have been nfuaJ, aiki wiis 
Ciairied down to our Richard III.'s time. Shaikefpeare 
makes Richard fay, in the fourth fcene of the laft a6l i 
* I think, there be fix Richmonds in the field : 
Five have I (lain to day, inftead of him.' 
AHb in the firft part, Henry IV. Douglas fays ; 
' Another king ! they grow like hydra*' heads ; 
I am the Douglas, fatal to all thoie 

That wear thefe colours on them. What art ihon^ 

That counterfeit'ft the perfon of a king V 

nolle 
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nolle *, fumamed the-Archprieft, wore the full ar- 
mour of the young earl of Alen9on. 



P His Dstme was Arnaut dc Ccrvcd^- 

^ y^c faipyy of C^ryojc, CeryoUe or Scprpla, lifil4 adif- 
tjBpjiifccjd rant ^^ppg tjiie nobility of Perigord. Amaut was 
of this family. Some authors make him a Gafcon, becaufe 
formerly all borderers on the Garonne were fo caUed. 

• The title o( arckiprejbytj^ dt Ferntii^ which Dom. Vaiffette 
tranflates^ 'archprieft of Vezzins,' was given to him » fof, 
tiM^gh a knight and a married m^y he j¥7flefie4 ^n arch- 
pri^U^ (f tha4: i?.ai»e. it is )civ?»wn, ^t Hi^gji dj^e pf 
IF^TfW^e and ^urgundyt /caH of Paris and Orleans, who died 
jn ^6p w;as fumamed the Abbot ; becaufe, though a lay- 
n^tn, he poflefled the abbeys of St. Denis, St. Germain-dcs- 
pris, a^d %t. Martin de Tours. 

' Vezzixis w^ prohaHy an awipwftfttip ^k9^ Tty^Xfo^^ 
Qpnroiffi rtc^ve,^. One cajnupt 4etcrra,ijpue wj^ere it was 
jKt^fitedy ibr vUIage^ and hanaJets of this j^ame are in Anjoy, 
Touraijie, Bouergue, and in Brittany.' 

For further particulars, I fliaJl refer to M. de Zurlauben's 
menioir itfelf in the zxvth volume of Jthe Mejnqire$ de ^*A<^- 
demie. 

f In thi? fame yea^ [1366]^ aljout Tjinity-day, fir Arnold 
^ ,Ceryole, furnanried the Archprieft, w^o commanded a 
larg^ bqdy of n\en at arms in the kingdom of France, was 
put to deadi by his own men, which rejoiced many.'— jS^f -^. 
I^UH% 4n 4;he iiid vol. /Grands Cb^romqufis .^ Fr^nce^ 7* j* 
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CHAP. CLIX. 

THE CARDINAL DE PERIGORD ENDEAVOURS TO 
MAKE PEACE, BETWEEN THE KING OF FRANCE 
AND THE PRINCE OF WALES, PREVIOUS TO TH£ 
BATTLE OF POITIERS, 

"^yHEN the battalions of the king of France 
were drawn up, and each lord pofted under 
his proper banner, and informed how they were to 
ad, it was ordered, that all thofe who were armed 
with lances fliould fliorten them to the length of 
five feet, that they might be the more manageable, 
and that every one fliould take off his fpurs. 

As the French were oh the point of marching to 
their enemies, the cardinal de Perigord, who had 
left Poitiers that morning early, came full gallop up 
to the king, making a low reverence and intreated 
him, with uplifted hands, for the love of God, to 
halt a moment, that he might fpeak to him : he 
thus began ; * Moft dear fire, you have here witK 
you all the flower of knighthood of your kingdom 
againft a handful of people, fuch as the Englifh are, 
when compared to your army : you may have them 
upon other terms than by a battle ; and it will be 
more honorable and profitable to you to gain them 
by this means than to rifk fuch a fine army, and^* 
fuch noble perfons as you have now with you. I 
therefore befeech you, in all humility, and by the 
love of God, that you will permit me to go to the 
prince^ and remonfbrate with him on the dangerous 

fituadon 
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filuation he is in.' The king anfwered, * It Is very 
agreeable to us ; but make hafte back again.* 

The cardinal, upon this, fet off, and went in al! 
fpeed to the prince, whom he found on foot in the 
midft of his army, in the thickeft part of a vine* 
yard. When the cardinal came there, he dif- 
mounted, and advanced to the prince, who moll 
affably received him, and, after he had made his 
reverence, faid ; ' Fair fon, if you have well con- 
fidered the great army of the king of France, you 
will permit me to make up matters between you 
both, if I poflibly can/ The prince, who was but 
ill his youth, replied ; ' Sir, my o^\^l honor, and 
that of my army faved, I am ready to liften to any 
xeafonable terms.* The cardinal anfwered ; * Fair 
fon, you fay well : and 1 will bring about a treaty, 
if I can ; for it would be a great pity, that fo many 
worthy perfons, who are here, fliould meet in bat- 
tle.* The cardinal returned to the king of France, 
apd faid ; * Sir, you have no occafion to be fo im- 
patient to fight with them, for they cannot efcape 
* froni you : I therefore intreat you would grant 
them a truce from this time, until to-morrow*s fun 
rife.* The king at firfl would not agree to it, for a 
part of his council refufed their confent : however, 
the cardinal fpoke fo eloquently that the king at laft 
affented. He ordered a very handfome and rich 
pavilion of red filk to be pitched on the fpot where 
he ftood, and difmiffed his army to their quarters, 
except the battalion of the conftable and marihals. 

All this Sunday, the cardinal rode from one 
iarmy to the other, and was very anxious to recon- 
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^ tim two parties. But the king would not lifte^ 
to any other terms than that four principal perfpn§ 
pf the Engliih fhould be given up to h^ nyill, jand 
thmt die prince aud his army ihould unconditionally 
furr^nder themfelves* Many propofals wiere ma4e ; 
the prince pflFered to furrender to jthe king of Fr^c§ 
fU the towns and caiUes which he had conquered in 
this eiKpisdition j to give up, without ranfom, all hi$ 
prifonei:^j 4nd to fwear he would not, for feven year? 
take up arms ag^jdnft the king of France. Tb^ 
king and his council refufed to ^ccq)t of this^ m^ 
th^ affair remained fom^ time in fiifpenfe : at laft^ 
&ey declared that, if the prince of Wales and pg,9 
hundl^d of his kiughts did not furrender thjsmfe}yj9$ 
prifpners to the king of Franoe, he would not ^Ijip^ 
th^n to pafs on without an engagement^ The 
pwce ^md his army difdained accepting of fuch jrpn? 
ditions. 

Whilft the cardinal was riding from one ^amy tp 
th^ other, endeavouring to make peace, fame knight? 
of , either party rode forth, Ikirdng their enemy'$ 
irmy, to es^amine its difpofition. It chanced, on 
Unftt day, that fir John Chandos had rode out nesur 
pne pf the wings o( the French armj, and Jprd Jqi^ 
^ Ctermonjt, Gike of the king's marftials, i^ad don© 
^ feme, to view the EngliJDb. 4^ each knight: 
Iti^as iietuming to his quarters^ th^ met : they both 
b»^ the &Hie fdevke upon .the furcpats wbi(;h ^they 
3Ppj^ (Over tiieir other clothes; it wfis a virgin Msuy 
ewfewHdey ed on a field azu^, or, .wccwpaflkd mtih 
$he r^ys of the ifun argent. On fi^eing tjtus^ lord 

Cim^'^tfyi^i ' Chwidos, hpw Iqd£ \s ix fm^ you 

have 
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have taken upon you to wear my arms ?' ^ It U yon 
who have mine/ replied Chandosj ^ for it is at 
much mine as yours.' ^ I deny that/ iaid the lovd 
of Clermont ; ^ and were it not for the truce h^ 
tween v^s, I would loon fliew you that you have no 
right to wear it/ ^ Ha,' anfwered fir John Chan^ 
das, * you will find me- to-morrow in the fieUt 
ready prepared to defend, and to prove by &H'ce of 
arms, that it is as much mine as yours/ 

The lord of Clermont replied j * TJhefe are iht 
boallings of you Englifh, who caa inveot AOtbiog 
new, but take for your own whatever youiee hMdU 
feme belonging to others/ With that they partedL 
without nuM*e words, and each returned to lus own 
army. 

The cardinal de Perigord, not being able by ^oqr 
means to recondLe the king and prince, iietomfld iQ 
Poitiers kte in the evening. 

That £une day the French kept in dseir iqiaarten^ 
where they lived at their eafe, having pleaty 4>f pnx- 
vifions ; whilft the £Bg]i((fa^ on the x>ti9£^r Jbtaod, 
were but badly off, nor did they kaow iwdailiicr 19 
go £>r £brage, as they were k> flx:aitly JKpt hy tthe 
Jvench, they could not tnoye widiosut danger. 
This Simday they made many naouads and ditdM^ 
lovrnd whene tdae archers were poited, the better to 
ibcunethem. 

On Monday morning, the prisce jud ios amy 
wene ihon in ireadineis, and as well azicayed JiB cm 
the former day. The French were alfo drawn -out 
by ifin-xife« The cardinal, returning again .that 
morning, imagined tliat, by his exhortations, "he 

could 
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could pacify both parties : but the French told him 
to return where he pleafed, and not attempt bring- 
ing them any more treaties or pacifications, elfe 
worfe might betide him. 

When the cardinal faw that he laboured in vain, 
he took leave of the king of France, and fet out to- 
ward the prince of Wales, to whom he faid ; * Fair 
fen, exert yourfelf as much as poffible, for there 
muft be a battle ; I cannot by any means pacify the 
king of France.* The prince replied, * that fuch 
were the intentions of him and his army ; and God 
defend the right.* The cardinal then took leave of 
him, and returned to Poitiers. 

In his company, there were fome knights and 
men at arms more inclined to the French than to 
the Englifli, who, when they faw that a battle was 
unavoidable, ftoleaway from their mafter, and, 
- joining the French forces, chofe for their leader the 
caftellan of Ampofta *, who at that time was attach- 
ed to the cardinal. 

The cardinal knew nothing of this, until he was 
arrived at Poitiers. 

The arrangement of the prince's army, in refpeft 
to the battalions, was exaftly the fame as what the 
three knights before named had related to the king 
of France, except that at this time he had ordered 
fome valiant and intelligent knights to remain on 
horfeback, fimilar to the battalion of the French 
marfhals, and had alfo commanded three hundred 



• Among the cortes of Spain was the caftellan of Am*. 
pofta. 

» 
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men at arms, and as many archers on horfeback, W 
poft themfelves on the right on a fmall hill, thai 
was not too fteep nor too high, and, by paflmg 
over its fummit, to get round the wing of the duke „^^^ 
of Normandy's battalion, who was in perfon at the f 
foot of it. I'hefe were all the alterations the prince ' 
had made in his order of battle : he himfelf was with 
the main body, in tlie midfl of the vineyards : the 
whole completely armed, with their horfes near^ if 
there fhould be occafion for them. 

They had fortified and inclofed the weaker parts^ 
with their waggons and baggage. 

I wifli to name fome of the moft renowned knights, 
who were with the prince of Wales. There were 
Thomas Beauchamp earl of Warwick, John Ycre 
earl of Oxford, William Mountacute earl of Salif- 
bury^ Robert HufFord earl of Suffolk, Ralph lord 
Stafford, the earl of Stafford, the . lord Richard 
Stafford, brother to the earl, fir John Chandos, the 
k)rd Reginald Cobham, the lord Edward Spencer, 
the lord James Audley and his brother the lor(J 
Peter, the lord Thomas Berkley (fon of the lord 
Maurice Berkley who died at Calais nine years 
before), Ralph lord Baffet of Drayton, John lord 
Warren (eldeft fon to John Plantagenet late earl of 
Warren, Strathern and Surry, by his firfl: lady 
Maude de Hereford), Peter lord Mauley, the fixth 
of the name, the lord John Willoughby de Erefby, 
the lord Bartholomew de Burgherfli, the lord 
William Felton and the lord Thomas Felton his bro- 
ther, the lord Thomas Bradeft:an ; fir Walter 

7 ' Paveley, 
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ftvely, fir Stephen CofSngton, fir Matthew Gour- 
My> fir William de la More, and other Englifh. 

From Gafcony, there were the lord of Pumiers, 
the lord d'Albret, the captal de Buch, the lord 
John de Chaumont, the lord de TEfparre, the lord 
©f Rofen, the lord of Coufen, the lord de Mont- 
ferrandj the lord de Landulas, the lord Souldich 
dt la Trane *> and many more whom I cannot re- 
ttiextihef* 

Of Hainaulters, there were fir Euftace d' Ambre- 
tifcourt, the lord John de Guyftelle, and two other 
ftrangers, the lord Daniel Phafelle and lord Denis 
de Morbeque* 

The whole anny of the prince, including every 
©de, did not amount to more than eight thoufand : 
wheft the French, counting all forts of perfcHis, 
were upwards of fixty thoufand combatants ; among 
whom were more than three thoufand knights* 



I mv F-m 



♦ ffc 15 ciiWtAJtr Stm£th it la Trine in the accouat of the 
toightft of tht garter. Sec Anftis' Order of the Garter, 
it^kefe there is a (hort hiftory of him. He fuppofes the word 
Souldich (but fays he can nowhere find the meaning of it) 
to be thaj: of fbme oflSce, like to captal, which, in the cuA 
tbms of Boiirdeaux, article 75, is ranked with the viicotmts 
tttdbftroiii^ 
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CHAP. CLX. 

THE BATTLE OF POITIERS, 13ETWEEN THE PRII^Ct 
OF WALES AND THE KING OF FRANCE. 

TITHEN th* t)riiice of Wales faw, fwm the d^. 
parture of the cardinal v^ithout beiiig able to 
6bt^n any honourable terms, that a battle was Itt^ 
eVitable, and that the king of France held both hltti 
Slid his atrtly in great contempt, he thus addrefied 
hlrilfelf to them t * Now, my gallant fellows, what 
thbUgh we be a Ihiall body when compared to the 
ailiiy df our enemies ; do not let us be caft dtWl 
bti thit account, for viftory does not always foUoW 
numbers, but where the Almighty Ooi) pleafefi Id 
beft6W it. If, through good fortune, the day fliall 
be oiiW, we will gain the greateft honouf aftd gloty 
m this Woi*ld : if the contrary fhould happen^ lAd 
M^ be flaiii, I have a father and beloved bf ethwft 
ifiVe, ^tld you all have fome l-elations, Or g(>od 
fefehds, who will be fure to revenge out delimit* 
I theHifWi^ intreat of you to exert yourfelves, s^d 
fcoftibW manfully ; for, if it pleafe Odd aftd St 
George, you (hall lee me this day adt like k XYM 

kWght.' 

By fuch words ahd afgtumentd as thdfe, the pi4i»* 
hatfogued his mA ; as did the marfhals, by ^16 or- 
i!er6 ; fo that they w^fe all itt high fpi^^. 

ftfr fcftn Chahdos placed hintfetf neaf the pHwse, 
to giiiird knd ^dVife him ; ^nd hev^r, during ^St 
diay^ *6iild he, bh *hy ^Cc^nt^ quit -hfe p^ 

The 



The lord James Audeley remained alfo a ccfd-' 
fiderable time near him ; but,v when he faw that 
they muft certainly engage, he faid to the prince ; 
* Sir, I have ever ferved mofl: loyally my lord yoifr 
father, and yourfelf, and (hall continue fo to do, as 
long as I have life. Dear fir, I muft now acquaint 
you, that formerly I made a vow, if ever I ihoulcf 
be engaged in any battle where the king your father 
er any of his fons were, that I would be the fore- 
inoft in the attack, and the beft combatant on* his 
fide, or die in the attempt. I beg therefore mofl 
€ameftly, as a reward for any fervices I may have 
done, that you would grant me permiflion honour- 
ably to quit you, that I may pofl myfelf in fuch 
wife to accomplifli my vow/ 

The prince granted his requeft, and, holding put 
his hand to him, faid ; ' Sir James, God grant that 
this day you may fliine in valour above all other 
knights/ The knight then fet off, and pofted him- 
felf at the front of the battalion, with only four 
fquires whom he had detained with him to guard 
his perfon. This lord James was a prudent and 
valiant knight ; and by his advice the army had 
^ thus been drawn up in order of battle. 

Lord James began to advance, in order to fight 
with the battalion of the marlhals* 
. In like manner, fir Euftace d*Ambreticourt took 
great pains to be the firft to engage, and was fo, or 
near it : and, at the time that lord James Audley 
^as puftiing forward to feek his enemies, it thu* 
befel fir Euftace^ I mentioned before, that the Ger* 

mans 
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mans attached to the French intereft were drawn 
up in one battalion on horfeback, and remained foj 
to affift the marfliMs. Sir Euftace d' Ambreticourt, 
being mounted, placed his lance in its reft, andj 
fixing his (hield, ftuck fpurs into his horfe, and 
galloped up to this battalion. A German knight, 
called lord Lewis von Coucibras (who bore for 
arms five rofes, gules, on a fliield argent, while 
tfaofe of fir Euftace were ermine, three humets, in 
pale gules), perceiving fir Euftace quit his army, 
left his battalion that was under the command of 
earl John of Naftau, and made up to him : the 
fliock of their meeting was fo violent, that they both 
fell to the ground. The German was wounded in 
the (houlder, fo that he could not rife again fo 
nimbly as fir Euftace, who, when upon his legs, 
^er he had taken breath, was haftening to the 
knight that lay on the groimd ; but five German 
men at arms came upon him, ftruck him down and 
made him prifoner. They led him to thofe that 
were attached to the earl of Naflau, who did not 
pay much attention to him, nor do I know if they 
made him fwear himfelf their prifoner ; but they 
tied him to a car with fome of their hamefs. 

The engagement now began on both fides ; and 
the battalion of the marflials was advancing before 
thofe who were intended to break the battalion of 
the archers, and had entered the lane where the 
hedges on both fides were lined by the archers; 
who, as foon as they faw them fairly entered, began 
(hooting with their bows in fuch an excellent man- 
ner, from each fide of the hedge, that the horfes. 

Vol. n. Y " iinartmg 
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fmardng under the pain of the wounds made by 
their bearded arrows, would not advance, but 
turned about, and, by their unrulinefs, threw tfidr 
mafters, who could not manage them, nor could 
thofe that had fallen get up again for the confufion; 
fo that this battalion of the marfhals could never 
approach that of the prince : however, there were 
fome knights and fquires fo well mounted, that, by 
the ftrength of their horfes, they paffed through, 
and broke the hedge, but, in fpite of their efforts, 
could not get up to the battalion of the prince. 
The lord James Audley, attended by his four 
fquires*, had placed himfelf, fword in hand, in 
front of this battalion, much before the reft, 
and was performing wonders. He had advanced, 
through his eagemefs, fo far, that he engaged 
the lord Arnold d'Andreghen, marfhal of France, 
under his banner, when they fought a confidera- 
ble time, and the lord Arnold was roughly enough 
treated. The battalion of the marftials was foon 
after put to the rout by the arrows of the archers, 
and the affiftance of the men at arms, who rufhed 
among them as they were flruck down, and feized 
and flew them at their pleafure. The lord Ar- 
nold d'Andreghen was there made prifoner, but 
by others than the lord James Audley or his four 
fquires ; for that knight never flopped to make any 
one his prifoner that day, but was the whole time 

employed in fighting and following his enenues. 

- ■ 

* Their names were: Button of Dutton»<— Delves of 
Doddington, — Fowlehurft of Crew,— -Hawkeftone of Wainc- 
li%^Jl/bniMt Garter. 

In 
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In another part, the lord John Clermont fought 
under his banner as long as he was able ; but, be- 
ing ftruck down, he could neither get up again nor 
procure his ranfom : he was killed on the fpot. 
Some fay, this treatment was owing to his alterca- 
tion on the preceding day with fir John Chandos. 

In a fliort time, this battalion of the marlhals was 
totally difcomfited ; for, they fell back fo much on 
each other, that the army could not advance, and 
thofe who were in the rear, not being able to get 
forward, fell back upon the battalion commanded 
by the duke of Normandy, which was broad and 
thick in the front, but it was foon thin enough in 
the rear j* for, when they leai-nt that the marflials 
had been defeated, they mounted their faorfes and 
fet off. At this time, a body of Englifh came down 
from the hill, and, pafling along the battalions on 
korfeback, accompanied by a large body of archers, 
fell upon one of the wings of the duke of Nor- 
mandy's divifion. To fay the truth, the Englifh 
archers were of infinite fervice to their army ; for 
they (hot fo thickly and fo well, that the French 
did not know which way to turn themfelves, to 
avoid their arrows : by this means, they kept ad- 
vancing by little and little, and gaining ground. 

When the men at arms perceived that the firft 
battalion was beaten, and that the one under the 
duke of Normandy was in diforder, and beginning 
to open, they haftened to mount their horfes, which 
they had, ready prepared, clofe at hand. As foon 
iais they were all mounted, they gave a fhout of 

Ya *St. 
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^ St. George, for Guienne !' and fir John Chandos 
faid to the prince ; ^ Sir, fir, now pufli forward, for 
the day is ours : God will this day put it in your 
hand. Let us make for our adverfary the king of 
France ; for where he is will lie the main ftrefs of 
the bufinefs : I well know that his valour will not 
let him fly ; and he will remain with us, if it pleafe 
God and St. George : but he muft be well fought 
with J and you have before faid, that you would 
ihew yourfelf this day a good knight.* The prince 
^epli^d ; ^ John, get forward ; you fhall not fee me 
turn my back this day, but I will always be among 
the foremoft/ • He then faid to fir Walter Wood- 
Jand, his banner-bearer, * Banner, advance, in the 
name of God and St. George/ The knight obeyed 
the comniands of the prince. In that part, the 
battle was very hot, and greatly crowded : many a 
one was unhorfed : a|id you muft know, that whea- 
.ever any one fell,, he could not get; up again, unlef$ 
.he were quickly and well aflifted. ^ - 

•. As the prince was thus advancing upon his eiie- 
ftiies, followed by his divifion, and upon the point 
of charging them, he perceived the lord Robert de 
-Duras lying dead near a fmall bufh on his right 
hand, with his banner befide him. and ten or twelve 
of his people : upon which he ordered two of his 
fquires and three archers to place the body upon a 
fliield, c?irry it to Poitiers, and prefent it from him 
to the cardinal of Perigord, and fay, that ^ I £ilute 
him by that token.* This was done ; for he had 
been info^xaed how the fuite of the cardinal had re- 
mained 
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nained oft the field of battle in arms agaihft him, 
which was . not very becoming, nor a fit deed for 
churchmen to do, as they, under pretext of doing 
good and eftabliihing peace, pafs from one army to. 
the other, they ought not therefore to take up arms 
on either fide. Thefe, however, had done fo, at ' 
tvhich the prince was much enraged, and for this had 
fent the cardinal his nephew fir Robert de Duras, 
and was defirous of ftriking off the head of the 
caftellan of Ampofta, who had been made prifoner 
notwithftanding he belonged to the cardinal ; but 
fir John Chandos laid, ' My lord, do not think of 
fuch things at this moment, when you muft look 
to others of the greateft importance : perhaps the 
cardinal may excufe himfelf fo well, that you will 
be convinced he was not to blame/ 
. The prince, upon this, charged the divifion of 
the duke of Athens, and very fharp the encounter 
was, fo that many were beaten down. The French, 
who fought in large bodies, cried out, ' Montjoye 
St^ Dennis !' and the Englifli anfwered them with, 
? St. George for Guiemie !' 

The prince next met the battalion of Germans, 
under the command of the earl of Saltzburg, the 
earl of Naffau and the earl of Neydo, but they 
'were foon overthrown, and put to flight. The 
Englifli archers ftot fo well, that none dared to 
come within reach of their arrows, and they put to 
.death many iivho could hot ranfom themfelves. 
The three above-named eai'ls were flain there, as 
well as. many other knights and fquires attached to 
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them. In the confufion, fir Euftace d'AmbreticoBlt 
was refcued by his own men, who remounted him: 
he afterwards performed many gallant deeds of 
arms, and made good captures that day. 

When the battalion of the duke of Normandy 
faw the prince advancing fo quick upon them, they 
bethought themfelves how to efcape. The fons of 
the king, the duke of Normandy, the earl of Poi- 
tiers and the earl of Touraine, who were very 
young, too eafily believed what thofe under whofe 
management they were placed faid to them : how- 
ever, the lord Guifcard d* Angle and fir John de 
Saintr^, who were near the earl of Poitiers, would 
not fly, but rufhed into the thickeft of the combat. 

The three fons of the king, according to the 
advige given them, galloped away, with upwards 
of eight hundred lances who had never been near 
the entmy, and took the road to Chauvigny. 

When the lord John de Landas, who, with the 
lord Theobald de Bodenay and the lord of St. Ve- 
nant, were the guardians of the duke of Normandy, 
had fled with him a good league, they took leave 
of him, and befought the lord of St. Venant not 
to quit him until they were all arrived at a place of 
fafety ; for, by doing thus, he would acquire more 
honour than if he were to remain on the field of 
battle. On their return, they met the divifion of 
the duke of Orleans, quite whole and unhurt, who 
had fled from behind the rear of the king's bat- 
talion. True it is, there were many good knights 
and fquires among them, who, notwithilanding Jthe 

flight 
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Sight of thdr leaders, had much rather have fuf- 
fered death than the fmalleft reproach *• 

The king's battalion advanced in good order, to 
meet the Engliih: many hard blows were given 
with fwords, battle-axes and other warlike weapons. 
The king of France, with the lord Philip his 
youngeft fon, attacked the divifion of the marihal$, 
the earls of Warwick and Suffolk : there were alfo 
with the marihals fome Gafcons, fuch as the captal 
de Buch, the lord of Pumiers, the lord Aymery de 
Charree, the lord of Languran, the lord de TEf- 
trade. The lord John de Landas, with the loi^ 
Theobald de Bodenay, returning in good time, 
difmounted, and joined the battalion of the king. 

* My xnanufcripts make here a new chapter, and it begins 
as follows : 

' You have heard before related in this hiftory the battle 
of Crecy* and how fortune was marvellouOy unfayourable 
to the French. They had equal ill luck at the battle of 
Poitiers ; for the French men at arms were at lead fevea to 
one. It muft therefore be looked upon as very unfortunate 
that) with this advantage, they could not gain the Held from 
their enemies. But, to fay the truth, this battle of Poitiers 
was much better fought than that of Crecy ; and the men at 
arms had more leifure, and better opportunities to obferve 
their enemies, than they had at Crecy ; for that battle did 
not begin before vefpers, and with an army in diforder, 
whilft the battle of Poitiers commenced early in the morn- 
ing, and the French army well arranged. There were many 
more gallant deeds performed without comparifon, in this 
than in the former battle ; and there were not fo many great 
lords ilain. Thofe that were tliere behaved themfelves fo 
loyally, that their heirs^ to this day, are honoured for their 
fake/ 
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On one fide, the duke of Athens, conftable of 
France, was engaged with his divifion ; and, a 
little higher up, the duke of Bourbon, furrounded 
with good knights, from the Bourbonois and Pi- 
cardy. 

Near to thefe were the men of Poitou, the lord 
de Pons, the lord de Partenay, the lord de Damp- 
maire, the lord de Montabouton, the lord de Sur- 
geres, the lord John de Saintre, the lord Guifcard 
d* Angle, the lord d'Argentbn, the lord de Linieres, 
the lord de Montrande, the vifcount de Roche- 
chouart, the earl of Aulnoy. Many others were 
alfo engaged, fuch as the lord James de Beaujeu, 
the lord of Chateau Villain, and other knights and 
fquires from Burgundy. 

In another part, were the earls of Vantadour and 
Montpenfier, the lord James de Bourbon, the lord 
John d*Artois, and the lord James his brother, the 
lord Arnold de CervoUe, fumamed the Archprieft, 
armed as the young earl of Alen9on. 

There were alfo from Auvergne, the lord de 
Marcpeil, the lord de la Tour, the lord de Cha*. 
lenton, the lord de Montagu, the lord de Roche- 
fort, the lord de la Chaire, the lord d' Achon ; and 
from Limoufin, the lord de Linal, the lord de 
Noruel and the lord Pierre de BufEere. 

Prom Picardy, there were the lord William ^de 
Merle, the lord Arnold de Renneval, the lord 
Geoffry de St, Dizier, the lord de Chauny, the 
lord de Hely, the lord de Mpnfant, the lord de 
Hagnes and many other§. 

The 



The lord Douglas *, from Scotrand, was alfo in 
the king's battalion, and for fome time fought very 
valiantly } but, when he perceived the difcomfiture 

was 

* * Lord Douglas, forgetful of his religious pilgrimagci 
offered his fword to the French king. He was received witli 
diftinguiihed honours, * was made a knight of his hande*' 
Scala Chron. ap Leiand, and his fcrvicc w;:o accepted. To 
fay that a perfon received the honour of knightliood, is, In 
modern language, unintcreftin^, and fometimes it is ludi- 
crous. This nmfl always be the cafe, when names and 
ceremonies are retained, while from a total change of man* 
nersy that which gave dignity to fuch names and ceremonies 
is forgotten by th^ vulgar. 

* Great carnage was made of the Scots at the battle of 
Poitiers. Lord Douglas, after having been wounded, was 
forced off the field byliis furviving companions. Archibald 
Douglas, a warrior eminent in our hiilory, fell into the 
power of the enemy ; bur, by the extraorJinary prefence of 
mind of fir William Ramfay of Colluthy, he was concealed, 
And efcaped unknown. 

* The ftory of Archibald Douglas's efcapc, as related bj 
Fordun, is curious. It (hall be tranflated as nearly as pof- 
fiblc in his own manner. * Archibald Douglas, having been 
made prifoner along with the reft, appeared in more fump- 
jtuous armour than the other Scottilh prifoners ; and, there- 
fore, he was fuppofed by the Knglilh to be fome great lordl 
X«ate in the evening after the battle, when the Englifh w^re 
about to ftrip off his armour, fir William Ramfay of Col- 
luthy, happening to be prefent, fixed his eyes on Archibald 

' Douglas, and, affe(fting to be in a violent paflioD, cried out, 
Tou curfedy damnable murder er^ bow comes it. In the name of mtf^ 
thief (ex parte diaboli), that you are thus proudly decked out im 
your majler^s armour ? Come hither , and pull off my boots. Douglas 
approached trembling, kneeled down, and pulled off one of 
the boots. Ramfay, taking up the boot, beat Douglas with 
it. The Englilh byeftanders, imagining him out of his 
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was complete on the fide of the French, he faved 
bimfelf as fail as he could ; for he dreaded fo much 
bang taken by the Engliifh, that he had rather have 
been (Iain. 

The lord James Audley, with the affiftance of 
his four fquires, was always engaged in the heat of 
the battle. He was feverely wounded in the body, 
head and face ; and, as long as his ftrength and 
breath permitted him, he maintained the fight, and 
advanced forward : he continued to do fo until he 
was covered with blood : then, towards the clofe of 
the engagement, his four fquires, who were as his 
body-guard, took him, and led him out of the en- 
gagement, very weak and wounded, towards a 



fenfeS) interpofedy and refcued Douglas. They faid> that 
the perfon whom he had beaten was certainly of great rank> 
and a lord. H^hat^ he a lord? cried Ramfay : he h afculltoh^ 
and a haft hnave^ and^ as I fuppofcy has killed his mafier. Go^ 
you villain^ to the Jteld^ fearch for the body of my coupn^ your 
vta/hr; andf when you have found it , come bach, that^ at leq/l, I 
may ghe him a decent burial. Then he ranfbmed the feigned 
ferving man for forty (hillings ; and^ having buffeted him 
fmart]y> he cried, Get you gone ; Jly. Douglas bore all this 
patiently^ carried on the deceit, and was foon b^ond the 
reach of his enemies.* 

• This flory, as to fome of its circumftances, may not 
feem altogether probable ; yet, in the main, it has the ap- 
pearance of tnith. Had I been at liberty to vary the nar- 
rative, I would have made Ramfay fufpe^, that the feigned 
ferving man had ftripped his mafter, after he had been flain 
or mortally wounded. This Archibald was the natural fbn 
of the renowned fir James Douglas, (lain by the Saracens 
in Granada. 

LordHaiks^ Jnnals of Scotlandt vol. !• pp. 240^ 241. 
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hedge, that he might cool and take breath. Hiey 
diiarmed him as gently as they could, in order to 
examine his wounds, drefs them, and few up the 
mod dangerous. 

King John, on his part, proved himfelf a good 
knight ; and, if the fourth of his people had beha- 
ved as well, the day would have been his ovnu 
Thofe, however, who had remained with him ac* 
quitted themfelves to the bed of their power, and 
were either flain or taken prifoners. Scarcely any 
who were with the king attempted to efcape. 

Among the flain, were the duke Peter de Bour- 
bon, the duke of Athens, conftable of France, the 
bifliop of Ghalons * in Champagne, the lord Gui£- 
card de Beaujeu, and the lord of Landas. 

The archprieft, fir Theobald de Bodenay and the 
lord of Pompadour, were made prifoners, badly 



• The hi/bop of Cbalont, We fee, by the example of this 
-prelate and of the archbifhop of Sens> who aBiiled at the . 
battle of Poitiers, that the cudom, arifing out of the feudal 
law, which obliged ecclefiaftics to perfonal fervlce in the ar- 
mies, fubfifted in many parts of France. The laws of the 
church condemned this pradlice, to which their temporal 
poffedions fubjugated the clergy. This contradiAiom in the. 
form of our government with the fpirit <^our religion ex- 
iftcd until the praAice was infenfibly abolifhcd by different 
difpenfations, and exchanged for contributions of money and 
men. Francis I. by his edi6l of the 4th July 1541, regu- 
lated the claufes for their exemption. Since that period, the 
clergy have been exempted from fervice of ban and arriere 
ban, by different letters patent, and particularly by an edift 
of the 29th Aprif 16369 under Lewis ^lll.^Flllara hj^, ^ 
Fraaci^ vol. v. p. 104. 

wounded 
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wounded. In another part of the field of battle; 
the earls of Vaudemont and Genville, and the earl 
of Vendome were prifoners. Not far from that 
fpot were flain, the lord William de Nefle and the 
lord Euftace de Ribeaumont, the lord de la Tour 
and the lord William de Montagu. The lord 
Lewis de Melval, the lord Pierre de BufEere and 
the lord de Senerach, were taken. In this engage- 
ment, upwards of two hundred knights and fquires 
were killed or captured. 

A band of Norman knights ftill kept up the bafc^ 
tie, in another part of the field ; and of thefe, fir 
Guinenton de Chambly and fir Baudrin de la Houfe 
were flain : niany others were difcomfited, who were 
fighting in fmall bodies. 



CHAP. CLX. 



TWO FRENCHMEN, RUNNING AWAY FROM THE 
BATTLE OF POITIERS, ARE PURSUED BY TWO 
ENGLISHMEN, WHO ARE THEMSELVES MAD|t 
PRISONERS. 

A MONG the battles, fldrmiflies, flights and pur- 
fuits, which happened in the courfe of this day^ 
an adventure befel fir Edward de Roucy, which I 
cannot omit relating in this place. He had left the 
.field of battle, as he perceived the day was irrecove- 
rably loil ; and, not wifliing to fall into the hands 
of the Englifli, was got about a league oflF; when 
he was purfued by an Englifli km'ght, his lance in 

.the 



• • ..•• 



333 

the reft, who cried to him, ^ Sir knight, turft about 1 
you ought to be afhamed thus to fly/ Upon this, 
fir Edward halted, and the Englifhman attacked 
him, thinking to fix his lance in his target ; but he 
failed, for fir Edward turned the ftroke afide, nevar- 
theleis he did not mifs his own : with his fpear he 
hit his enemy fo violent a bfow on the helmet, that 
he was ftunned and fell to the ground, where he re- 
mained fenfelefs. 

Sir Edward difmounted, and, placing his lance 
on his breaft, told him that he would certainly kill 
him, if he did not furrender himfelf his prifoner, 
refcued or not. The Englifhman furrendered, and 
went with fir Edward, who afterward ranfomed 
him. 

It happened that, in the midft of the general pur* 
fait, a fquire from Picardy, named John de Helen* 
nes, had quitted the king's divifion, and, meeting 
his page with a frefh horfe, had mounted him, and 
made oflF as faft as he could. At that time, there 
was near to him the lord of Berkeley, a young 
Jbiight, who, for the firft time, had that day dif- 
p\ayed his banner : he immediately fet out in purt 
fuit of him. 

When the lord Berkeley had followed him for 
fome little time, John de Helennes turned about, 
put his fword under his arm in the manner of a 
lance, and thus advanced upon the lord Berkeley, 
who taking his fword by the handle, flourifhed it, 
and lifted up his arm in order to flrike the fquire as 
he paflfed. John de Helennes, feeing the intendej^ 
(broke, avoided it, but did not mifs his o^va j for ,as 

they 



334 

they pafled each other, by a blow on the arm he 
made lord Berkeley's fword fell to the ground* 
When the knight found that he had loft his fword> 
and that the fquire had his, he difmounted, and 
made for the place where his fword lay ; but he 
could not get there before the fquire gave him a 
violent thruft which paffed through both his thighs, 
fo that, not being able to help himfelf, he fell to 
the ground. John upon this difmounted, and, 
fazing the fword of the knight, advanced up to him 
and aiked him if he were willing to furrender. 

The knight required his name : * I am called 
John de Helennes,' faid he, ' what is your name ?* 
•In truth, companion,' replied the knight, ^my 
name is Thomas, and I am lord of Berkeley, a very 
faandfome caftle (ituated on the river Severn, on 
the borders of Wales/ 'Lord of Berkeley,* faid 
the fquire, ' you fhall be my prifoner : I will place 
you in fafety, and take care you are healed, for 
you appear to me to be badly wounded/ The knight ^ 
anfwered, * I furrender my felf willingly, for you 
have loyally conquered me.' He gave him his word 
that he would be his prifoner, refcued or not. 
John then drew his fword out of the knight's thighs 
and the wounds remained open ; but he ()ound 
them up tightly, and, placing him on his horfe, led 
him a foot-pace to Chatelherault. 

He continued there, out of fiiendlhip to him, 
for fifteen days, and had medicines adminiftered to 
him. When the knight was a little recovered, he 
had him placed in a litter, and conduced him fefe 
to his hpi^e in Picairdy ; where he remained more 
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than a year (before he was quite cured, though he 
continued lame ; and when he departed, he paid 
for his ranfom fix thoufand nobles, fo that this fquire 
became 1 knight by the great profit he got from the 
lord of Berkeley. 



CHAP. CLXI. 



THE MANNER IN WHICH KING JOHN WAS TAKEN 
PRISONER AT THE BATTLE OF POITIERS. 

1 T ' often happens, that fortune in war and love 
turns out more favorable and wonderful than 
could have been hoped for or expefted. To lay 
the truth, this battle which was fought near Poitiers^ 
in the plains of Beauvoir and Maupertuis, was very 
bloody and perilous : many gallant deeds of arms 
were performed that were never known, and the 
combatants on each fide fufFered much. King John 
himfelf did wonders : he was armed with a battle^ 
axe, with which he fought and defended himfe]£ 
The earl of Tancarville, in endeavouring to break 
through the crowd, was made prifoner clofe to him ; 
as were alfo fir James de Bourbon, earl of Pon- 
thieu, and the lord John d'Artois, earl of Eu. In 
another part, a little farther off, the lord Charles 
d'Artois and many other knights and fquires were 
captured by the divifion under the banner of the 
captal de Buch. The purfuit continued even to the 
gates of Poitiers, where there was much flaughter 
and overthrow of men and horfes ; for the inhabi* 
tants of Poitiers had fhut their gates, and would 
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fuffer none to enter : upon which account,, there 
was great butchery on the caufeway, before the 
gate, where fuch numbers were killed or wounded, 
ihat feveral furrendered themfelves the moment they 
Ipied an Englifhman ; and there were many Englilh 
archers who had four, five or fix prifoners. 

The lord of Pons, a powerful baron in Poitou, 
was flain there, as were feveral other knights and 
fquires. The vifcount de Rochechouart, the lords 
de Partenay and de Saintonge, the lord of M on- 
tendre, were taken prifoners j as was the lord John 
de Saintre, but fo beaten that he never afterward 
recovered his health : he was looked upon as the 
moft accomplifhed knight in France. The lord 
Guifcard d' Angle was left for flain among the dead^ : 
he had fought well that day. 

The lord de Chargny, who was near the king, 
combated bravely during the whole engagement : 
he was always in the crowd, becaufe he carried 
the king's fovereign banner : his own alfo was dif- 
played in the field, with his arms, which were three 
efcutcheons argent on a field gules. The Englifh 
and Gafcons poured fo faft upon the king's divifion 
that they broke through the ranks by force ; and 
the French were fo intermixed with their enemies 
that at times there were five men attacking one gen- 
tleman. The lord of Pompadour and the lord 
Bartholomew de Brunes were there captured. 
The lord de Chargny was flain, with the banner of 
France in his hands, by the lord Reginald Cobham ; 
and afterwards the earl of Dammartin fhared the 
fame fate. 

There 
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" There was much preffing at this time, through 
eagemefs to take the king ; and thofe who were 
neareft to him, and knew him, cried out, ' Sur- 
render yourfelf, furrender yourfelf, or you are a 
dead man/ In that part of the field was a young 
knight from St, Omer, who was engaged by a falary 
in the fervice of the king of England ; his name 
was Denys de Morbeque ; who for five years had 
attached himfelf to the Englifli, on account of 
having been baniflied in his younger days from 
France for a murder committed in an affray at St* 
Omer. It fortunately happened for this knight 
that he was at the time near to the king of France, 
when he was fo much pulled about : he, by dint 
of force, for he was very flrong and robuft, pu(hed 
through the crowd, and faid to the king in good 
French, ' Sire, fire, furrender yourfelf/ The king, 
wha found himfelf very difagreeably fituated, turn- 
ing to him, alked, * To whom fhall I furrender 
myfelf : to whom ? Where is my coufin the prince 
of Wales ? if I could fee him, I would fpeak to 
him/ * Sire,* replied fir Denys, * he is not here ; 
but furrender yourfelf to me, and I will lead you 
to him/ * Who are you ?* faid the king. ' Sire, 
I am Denys de Morbeque, a knight from Artois ; 
but I ferve the king of England, becaufe I cannot 
belong to France, having forfeited all I poffeffed 
there** The king then gave him his right-hand 
glove, and faid, • I furrender myfelf to you.* There 
was much crowding and pufhing about, for every 
one was eager to cry out, * I have taken him.* 
Neither the king nor his youngeft fon Philip were 
Vol. IL Z able 



able to get forward, and free themfelves from the 
throng. 

The prince of Wales, who was as courageous as 
a lion, took great delight that day to combat his 
enemies. Sir John Chandos, who was near his 
perfon, and had never quitted it during the whole 
of the day, nor Hopped to make prifoners, faid to 
him towards the end of the battle ; * Sir, it wiil be 
proper for you to halt here, and plant your banner 
on the top of this bu(h, which will ferve to rally 
your forces, that feem very much fcattered ; for I 
do not fee any banners or pennons of the French, 
nor any confiderable bodies able to rally againft us ; 
and you muft refrefti yourfelf a little, as I perceive 
you are very much heated.' 

Upon this the banner of the prince was placed 
on a high bufli : the minftrels began to play, and 
trumpets and clarions to do their duty. The prince 
took off his helmet, and the knights attendant on 
his perfon, and belonging to his chamber, were foon' 
ready, and pitched a fmall pavilion of crimfon co- 
lour, which the prince entered. Liquor was then 
brought to him and the other knights who were 
with him : they increafed every moment ; for they 
were returning from the purfuit, and {topped there, 
furrounded by their prifoners. 

As foon as the two marlhals were come back, the 
prince alked them if they knew any thing of the 
king of France : they replied, ' No, fur j not for a 
certainty j but we believe he muft be either killed 
or made prifoner, fince he has never quitted his 
battalion.' The prince then, addreffing the earl of 
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and lord Cobhara, feid ; ^ I beg of you 
to mount your horfes, and ride over the field, fa 
tbat on your return you may bring me fome certain 
intelligence of him.' The two barons, immediately 
mounting their horfes, left the prince, and made 
for a fmall hillock, that they might look about 
l^esn : from their Hand they perceived a crowd of 
men at arms on foot, who were advancing very 
flowly. The king of France was in the midft of 
them, and in great danger; for the Englifh and 
Gafcons had taken him from fir Denys de Mor- 
beque, and were difputing who fhould have him, 
the ftouteft bawling out, * It is I that }iave got him :* 
* No, no,*' replied the others, ' we have him.* The 
king, to efcape from this peril, faid, ' Gentlemen, 
gentl^nen, I pray you conduft me and my fon in 
a courteous manner to my coufin the prince ; and 
do iiot make fuch a riot about my capture, for I 
am fo great a lord- that I can make all fufficiently 
ridi.' Thefe words, and others which fell from 
the king, appeafed them a little; but the difputes 
were always beginning again, and they did not 
move a ftep without rioting. When the two barons 
faw this troop of people, they defcended from the 
hiUodc, and flicking fpurs into their horfes, made 
up to them. On their arrival, they afked what was 
the niatter: they were anfwered, that it was the 
king of France, who had been made prifoner, and 
ibat upwards of ten knights and fquires challenged 
him at the fame time, as belonging to ^ach of theni. 
The twp barons then puflied through the crowd by 
«aia force, wd ordered all to draw afide. They 
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Commanded, in the name of the prince, and under 
pain of inftant death, that every one ihould keep 
his diftance, and not approach unlefs ordered or 
defired fo to do. They all retreated behind die 
king ; and the two barons, difmounting, advanced 
to the king with profound reverences, and con- 
du6led him in a peaceable manner to the prince of 
Wales. 
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CHAP. CLXII. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES MAKES A HANDSOME PRE- 
SENT TO THE LORD JAMES AtTDLEY, AFTER 
THE BATTLE OF POlTlERS. 

COON after the earl of Warwick and the lord 
Reginald Cobham had left the prince, as has 
been above related, he inquired from thofe knights 
who were about him of lord James Audley, and 
alked if any one knew what was become of him: 

* Ye8, fir,' replied fome of the company, * he is 
very badly wounded, and is lying in a litter hard 
by/ * By my troth,* replied the prince, * I am 
fore vexed that he is fo wounded. See, I beg of 
you, if he be able to bear being carried hither: 
otherwife I will come and vifit him*' Two knights 
direftly left the prince, and, coming to lord James, 
told him how defirous the prince was of feeing him. 

* A thoufand thanks to the prince,* anfwered lord 
James, * for condefcending to remember fo poor a 
knight as myfelf/ He then called eight of his 
fervants, and had himfelf borne in his litter to 

where 
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where the prince was. When he was come into 
his prefence, the prince bent dovm over him, and 
embraced him, faying; ^ My lord James, I am 
bound to honour you very much ; for, by your 
valour this day, you have acquired glory and re- 
nown above us all, and your prowefs has proved 
you the bravefl knight/ Lord James replied ; 
* My lord, you have a right to fay whatever you 
pleafe, but I wifli it were as you have faid. If I 
have this day been forward to ferve you, it has 
been to accomplifh a vow that I had made, and it 
ought not to be thought fo much of.* • Sir James,* 
anfwered the prince, ' I and all the red of us deen^ 
you the bravefl knight on our fide in this battle ; 
and to increafe your renown, and fumifh you withal 
to purfue your career of glory in war, I retain you 
henceforward, for ever, as my knight, with five 
hundred marcs * of yearly revenue, which I will 
fecure to you from my eftates in England/ * Sir,' 
iaid lord James, * God make me deferving of the 
good fortune you beftow upon me/ At thefe 
words he took leave of the prince, as he was very 
weak, and his fervants carried him back to his tent : 
he could not have been at a great diftance, when 
the earl of Warwick and lord Reginald Cobham 
entered the pavilion of the prince, and prefehted 
the king of France to him. 

The prince made a very low obeifance to the 
king, and gave him as much comfort as he was 
able, which he knew well how to adminifter. He 



<»»■ 



• The marc is 13s. 4d — Phillips. 
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ordered wine and fpices to be brought, which he 
prqfented to the king himfelf, as a mark of his 
great aflfedUon. 



CHAP. CLXIII. 

THE ENGLISH GAIN VERY CONSIDERABLY AT XHE 

BATTLE OF POITIERS, 

HTHUS was this battle won, as you have heard 
related, in the plains of Maupertuis, two leagues 
from the city of Poitiers, on the 1 9th day of Sep- 
tember 1356 *. It commenced about nine o'clock, 
and was ended by noon ; but the Englilh were not 
all returned from the purfuit, and it was to recal 
his people that the prince had placed his baim^ 
upon a high bufli. They did not return till late 
after vefpers from purfuing the enemy. 

It was reported that all the flower of French 
knighthood were flain ; and that, with the king 
ana his fon the lord Philip, feventeen earls, with« 
out counting batons, knights or fquires, were made 
prifpners, and from five to fix thoufand of all forts 
left dead in the field, 



V 

* FroifTart calls it the 22d day of September 1357 j but 
Bouchet proves it to he a miftake> in his Annales d'Aqui* 
taine, £totn the regifters of the convent where the noblemen 
that were flam were buried ; and in mj xwq MSS. it is 

Alfo in the Annales Rerum Anglicarum, Wilhelmi Win- 
cefter, 1356. * Hoc anno, xix die Septembris, caiptio regis 
Job^iii3 Francias; par Edw'4rduin principcm.* 

When 
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When they were all collefted, they found they had 
twice as many prifoners as themfelves : they there- 
fore confulted, if, confidering the ri(k they might 
run, it would not be more advifable to ranfom them 
on the fpot. This was done : and the pjifoners 
found the Englifh and Gafcons very civil, for there 
were many fet at liberty that day on their promife 
of coming to Bourdeaux before Chriftmas to pay 
their ranfom. 

When all were returned to their banners, they 
retired to their camp, which was adjoining to the 
field of battle. Some difarmed themfelves, and did 
the fame to their prifoners, to whom they fhewed 
every kindnefs ; for whoever made any prifoners, 
they were folely at his difpofal, to ranfom or not, 
as he pleafed. It may be eafily fuppofed that all 
thofe who accompanied the prince were very rich 
in glory and wealth, as well by the ranfoms of 
their prifoners, as by the quantities of gold and 
filver plate, rich jewels, and trunks (luffed full of 
belts that were weighty from their gold and filver 
ornaments, and furred mantles. They fet no value 
on armour, tents or other things ; for the French 
had come there as magnificently^ and richly dreffed 
as if they had been fure of gaining the viftory. 
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CHAP. CLXIV. 

THE LORD JAMES AUDLEY GIVES TO HIS SQITIRES 
THE PENSION OF FIVE HUNDRED MARCS HE 
HAD RECEIVED PROM THE PRINCE, 

TyHEN the lord James Audley was brought 
back to his tent, after having moft refped-i 
fully thanked the prince for his gift, he did not 
rem?iin long before he fent for his brother fir Peter 
Audley, the lord Bartholomew Burgherft, fir Ste« 
phen Coffington, lord Willoughby of Erefby and 
lord William Ferrers of Groby : they were all his 
relations. He then fcnt for his four fquires that 
had attended upon him that day, and, addrcfling 
himfelf to the knights, faid; * Gentlemen, it has 
pleafed my lord the prince to give me fiv^ hundred 
marcs as a yearly inheritance ; for which gift I have 
done hiin very trifling bodily fervice. You feq 
here thefe four fquires, who have a,lways ferved me 
moft loyally, and efpecially in this day's e^gage^ 
ment. What glory 1 may have gained has been 
through their means, and \)y their valour : on which 
account I wi(h to reward them, I therefoi^e give 
and refign into their hand^ the gift of five hundred 
marcs, which my lord the prince has been pleafed 
to beftow me, in the fame form and maqner that it 
has been prefented to me, I difii;iherit myfelf of it, 
and give it to them fimply,.and without a poffibility 
of revoking it/ 

The knights prefent looked on each other, and 
faid, ' It is becoming the noble mind of lord James 

to 
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to make fuch a gift/ and then unanimoufly added j 
* May the Lord God remember you for it ! We 
will bear witnefs of this gift to them wherefoever 
and whenfoever they may call on us/ 

They then took leave of him j when fome went 
to the prince of Wales, who that night was to give 
a fupper to the king of France from his own pro- 
vifions J for the French had brought vaft quantities 
with them, which were now fallen into the hands^ 
of the Englifh, many of whom had not tailed bread 
for the laft three days. 



CHAP. CLXV. 



THE PRINCE OF WALES ENTj^RTAINS THE KINO 
OF FRANCE AT SUPPER, THE EVENING AFTER 
THE BATTLE. 

TITHEN evening was come, the prince of Wales 
gave a fupper in his pavilion to the king of 
France, and to the greater part of the princes and 
barons who were prifoners. The prince feated the 
king of France and his fon the lord Philip at an 
elevated and well covered table : with them were 
fir James de Bourbon, the lord John d'Artois, the 
earls of Tancarville, of Eftampes, of Dammartin, 
of Graville, and the lord of Partenay, The other 
knights and fquires were placed at different table&.- 
The prince himfelf ferved the king's table, as 
well as the others, with every mark of humility, 
and would not fit down at it, in fpite of all his in- 
treaties for him fo to do, faying, that ^ he was not 

worthy 
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worthy of fuch an honour, nor did it appertain to 
him to feat himfelf at the table of fo great a king, 
or of fo valiant a man as he had Ihewn himfelf by 
his aftions that day.' He added alfo with a noble 
air ; ' Dear fir, do not make a poor meal becaufe 
the Almighty God has not gratified your wifhes in 
the event of this day ; for be affured that my lord 
and father virill fhew you every honour and friend- 
Ihip in his power, and will arrange your ranfom 
fo reafonably, that you will henceforward always 
remain friends. In my opinion, you have caufe to 
be glad that the fuccefs of this battle did not turn 
out as you defired ; for you have this day acquired 
fuch high renown for prowefs, that you have fur- 
paffed all the bell knights on your fide. I do not, 
dear fir, fay this to flatter you, for all thofe of our 
fide wlio have feen and obferved the aftions of 
each party, have unanimoufly allowed this to be 
your due, and decree you the prize and garland 
for it.* 

At the end of this fpeech, there were murmurs 
cf[ praife heard from every one ; and the French 
faid, the prince had fpoken nobly and truly, and 
that he would be one of the moft gallant princes in 
Chriftendom, if God fliould grant him life to pur- 
fue his career of glory *. 

CHAP. 

• Extrad taken from the convent of the Freres Mineurs> 
in the city of Poitiers, of the names of thofe knights who 
were flain in the battle of Poitiers, and other gentlemen that 
were buried in that convent. 

« Firft, the underneath knights : 

The 
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CHAP. CLXVI. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES RETURNS TO BOURDEAUX^ 
AFTER THE BATTLE OF POITIfiRS. 

TITHEN they had fupped and fufBciently regaled 

themfelves, each departed to his lodging witk 

the knights and fquires they had captured. Thofe 

that 

The duke of Athens, confta- Sir John de Grillon 

ble of France M. de Chitrey lord de Rade* 

The biftiop of Chalon, (Reg- monde 

nauld Chaveau — Chronlque M. Clerin de Cherues 

de WaiTeboarg) M. Baudin de GargaHngaen 

M. Andr^y vifcount de Chau- Sir Anfiaulme de Hois 

vigny Sir Michael de Pommoy 

Sir Lewis de Brofle Sir Richard de Beauliea 

Sir John, lord of Maillj in Sir William de Fuylle 

Berry Sir Hugh Bonnyn 

Sir Geoffry de Chargny m M. Dannee de Melon 

Champagne Sir William de Creneur 

M. de Montjouan Sir William de Linnieres 

Sir John de Lifle Sir Olivier de St. Giles 

Sir Gris Mouton de Chambely Sir William de Romeneuil 
Sir Peter de Chambely, his Sir John de Cranches 

brother *M. Yvon du Pont, lord of 

M. de Chateau Vilain, in Rochecheruiere 

Champagne Sir William de Mongy 

Sir John de Montigny Sir John de Ti^^ny 

Sir John de Maulmont Sir John Brigdene 

Sir John de Bourbon Sir John de Noirterre 

Sir Philip de Boutennillier Sir William de Paty 
Sir Hugh de Maille Sir Robert de Chains 

Sir Geoffry de St. Dizier Sir Adam de Beauvillieri 

Sir Aymery de la Barre Sir Bonabes de Roges 

«ir William de Blefc Sir Vynies de St. Denis 

Sir 
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• 

that had taken them aiked, what they could pay 
for their ranfoms, without much hurting their for- 
tunes ; 

■- ^ 

Sir Mace de Grofbois William de la Jarracere 

Sir Lonis de NuUy William Griau 

Sir Simon OyDepuille Olivier de Rofay ' 

Sir Henry his brother Girard Delec 

M. de Cliamprecoar Berart de Lemont 

Sir William Sauvage Heymonnet Embert 

Sir William du Retail . Jobert d'Artoy . 

Sir Sequin de Clout Richard de Vendel 

M. le Vidame de la Roche William Seurin 

Dagon John du Flume 

Sir Raoul de Refay John Defleat 

Sir John dc Mirabeau Guy de Bournay 

Sir Guifcard de Chantylon Le Moine de Montigny 
M. Ancelin de Carou, lord of Guinet de BuyiTon 

Hes John de Brinac 

M. Guy des Barres> lord of Ymbert de Chamborant 

Chaumont Brunet d'Augun 

Sir John de Cloys John Sarrayn 

M. le Borgnc de Prie. Peter dc St. Denis 

SQU IRES. Perrine de Pache 

Bernard de Douzenac Ferry Pate 

Robert Gilles de Miraumont John Dynie 
Guicheux de Maronnay Le Petit d'Inchc({uin 

Girard de Pierre Jehannot de Moutabis 

William de la FofTe Jolivet BuflFart 

Robert de la Roche Pierre de John de Bounneuille 

Bras John Martin 

John Ribriche» lord of Corbon Ardouyn dc la Touche 
Celart Heraufant William de Lufange 

Hopart de Hanpedourt Le Petit Bidaut de la Roche- 

Guymon Pery degon. 

' Many other bodies flain at the aforefaid battle^ by licence 
from the official » and permiflion of the mayor of Poitierss 
were brought in carts from the Freres Mineurs of that towu^ 

and 
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tunes; and wiUii^Iy believed whatever they toU. 
Aem; for they had dieclared publicly, that they 

did 



and buried in large graves in their church -yard* without 
the church, the feaft-day of St. Valentine 1356; and ho- 
nourable obfequies were performed in all the churches and 
convents in the town of Poitiers, at the cod of the good 
citizens of that town. 

' Underneath are the names of thofe who were buried in 
the church of les Freres Prefcheurs, of the town of Poitiers, 
which I have taken and extracted from the book called the 
Kalendar of the Convent, and tranflated from the Latin 
into French, chapter fifth. 

The duke of Bourbon on the right of the great altar* 

The marechal de Clermont on the oppofite fide. 

Lower down, but near him, fir Aubert d'Anget* 

After him the vifcount de Rochechouart. 

In the middle of the choir, Aymer de la Rochefoucault. 

At the entrance of the choir^ on the rights fir John de 
Sanccrre. 

In the chapel of the Magdalen, fir John de >St. Didler. 

In the fame chapel, near the wall, Thibaut de Laval. 

In the chapel of the Apoftles, near the wall« fir Thomas 
de Motuz. 

In the chapel of our Lady, fir Walter de Montagu. 

Adjoining to him, fir Raoul Rabinard. 

In the nave, near the door, fir John Ferchaut. 

Near to him, fir Peter March.*dier, and Heliot his brother. 

Oppofite the (latue of St. Michael, fir Oliver de MouviUe* 

On the other fide, fir Philip de Forges, 

Before the great door, fir William de Bar and fir John 
de Nully. ^ 

* The names of thofe who were interred in the cloifters 

of the faid convent ; 
Lc chevalier Milotnn Sir Oliver de St. George 

Sir John de Chambes Sir Ymbert de Sc. Satumia 

Sir John Maclllon Sir John de RiJde 

Sir 
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Sd ncyt wHh to deal harfhly with i^y knight or 
iquire that his ranfom fliould be -fa hurd^irfome 99 
to prevent his following the profeffion of arms, or 
advancing his fortune. 

^— — ■ ■ ■ I ■■ I I — ■ I ■»! ii I ■<»*■■ I ■ ' I I J ii <■ I ' . ■ ' 1 1 I U ■ P' I ■ I 

^ 

Sir Hugh Odard Sir Lewis DefcrincI 

Sir Giles Cherchemont Sir John de Vernicourt 

Sir John de Scnyce Sir Peter Audouyn 

SirWm.de Digoyne andhisfon Sir John de Vemoil 

Sir John Drouyn de Metz in Sir John de Montmoriilon and 

Loraine his fon 

Sir Robert d'AuInay Sir Hugelin de Vaiix 

Mafter John Dannemarie Sir John de Almaigne 
Sir John de la Laing The lord d'Efpraigny 

Sir Simon de Renouylle Sir Hugh de Tin<ftes 

Sir Philip de Pierrefide The lord of St. Gildart 

Sir William de Muufenac Sir Henry de I'Aunoy 

Sir William de Miners Sir Girard de Helchemanccs 

Sir Raoul de Bouteillier Sir Gourrad Guenif 

Sir Peter de la Rochete Sir Vipert Beau 

The lord de la Fayete ♦ Sir Henry Michiuer 
A German called Erroys Pin- Sir John de Brie 

ccme Sir Raoul Seil 

8irBoulenuille,vifcountd'Au- Sir Symon de Blefy 

malle Sir Hugh Orry de Melle 

Sir John Fretart Sir Seguyn de Cluys 

Sir Robert Daucre Sir Thomas de Baignel 

Sir John la Garde, ung appel Sir Peter Baillon. 

le filz dc roy 

• Eight were buried in three graves, whofe names and 
iimames were unknown ; and among them was the bpdy of 
a knight, whofe furcoat of arms was three chevrons or, in 
a fhield gules. 

* The arms of all the princes, knights and lords above 
mentioned were blazoned on the flails of the convent, in 
order to keep them in perpetual remembrance.' 

Bouchet^s Annalet (PjiquitainCf j^J>artief folio 15* 

8 Towards 
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Tovrards morning, when thefe lords had heardi 
mafs, and had eaten and drank a little, whilfl: thef 
fervants were packing up or loading the baggage, 
they decamped and advanced towards Poitiers. 

That lame night, the lord of Roye had entered 
the city of Poitiers with a hundred lances, that had^ 
not been engaged in the battle, for, having met 
the duke of Normandy near Chauvigny, he had 
commanded him to march for Poitiers, and to guard 
it until he ftiould receive other orders. 

When the lord of Roye had entered Poitiers, he 
ordered the gates, towers and walls to be well 
watched that night, on account of the.Engliih be- 
ing fo near ; and on the morning he armed all forts 
of people, and ported them wherever he judged 
^ moft convenient for the defence of the town. 

The Englifli, however, paffed by, without making 
any attempt upon it ; for they were fo Jaden with 
gold, filver, jewels and great prifoners, that they 
did not attack any fortrefs in their march, but 
thought they ftiould do great things if they were 
able to convey the king of France and his fon, wkfa 
all their booty, in fafety to the city of Bourdeaux; 
They returned, therefore, by eafy marches, on ac- 
count of their prifoners and heavy baggage, never 
advancing more than four or five leagues a-day : 
they encamped early, and marched in one compadk 
body, without quitting the road, except the divifioa 
of the marfhals, who advanced in front, with about 
five hundred /men at arms, to clear the country^ 
They met wilii tio refiftance any where j for ike 
whole country was in a ftatexsf conftemation, »»d 

all 
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all the men at aims had retreated into the ftrotig 
fortreffes. 

During this march, the prince of Wales was in- 
formed how lord James Audley had made a pre- 
fent of his penfion of five hundred marcs to his 
four fquires. He fent for him : lord James was 
carried in his litter to the prefence of the prince, 
who received him very gracioufly, and faid to him; 
* Sir James, I have been informed, that after you 
had taken leave of me, and were returned to your 
tent, you made a prefent to your four fquires of 
the gift I prefented to you. I fliould like to know 
if this be true, why you did fo, and if the gift were 
not agreeable to you.* 

. ^ Yes, my lord,' anfwered lord James, * it was 
moft agreeable to me, and I will tell you the rea- 
fons which induced me to beftow it on my fquires. 
Thefe four fquires, who are here, have . long and 
loyally ferved me, on many great and dangerous 
occafions ; and until the day that I made them this 
prefent, I had not any way rewarded them for all 
their fervices ; and never in this life were they of 
fuch help to me as on that day. I hold myfelf 
much bound to them for what they did at the 
battle of Poitiers ; for, dear fir, I am but a fingle 
man, and can do no more than my powers admit, 
but, through their aid and afTiftance, I have ac- 
complifhed my vow, which for a long time I had 
made, and by their means was the firft combatant, 
and fhould have paid for it with my life, if they 
had not been near to me. When, therefore, I 
confider their courage, and the love they bear to 

me. 
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me^ I ihould not have been courteous nor gratdful^ 
if I had not regarded them. Thank God^my loitJi 
t have a fofficiency for my life, to maintain my ftate:^ 
and wealth has never yet failed me, nor do I believe 
it ever will. If j therefore, I have in this aded Con- 
trary to your wiflies, I befeech you, dear fir, to 
pardon me ; for you will be ever as loyally^ ferved 
by me and my fquites, to whom I gave your 'prefent, 
as heretofore/ The prince anfwered; • Sir James, 
I do not in the leaft blame you for what you. have 
done, but, on the contrary, acknowledge your 
bounty to your fquires whom you praife fo;much, 
I reacHly confirm your gift to them ; but I Ihall iit- 
fift upon ;^our acceptiog of fix hundred marcs, upon 
the fame terms and conditions as the former gift.* , 
The prince of Wale& and his army kept advan* 
ciiig, without meeting any obftacle, and, having 
pBttedi thfoUgh Poitou and Saintonge, came to Blaye, 
\^hef^ he croffed the Garronne, and arrived in the 
good city of Bourdeaui^ ** 

It 

* * A letter from the Bbck I^rlnce to the biftiop of Wor- 
tefter, dated 20th Oftober 1356, relating to the battle of 
Pbi tiers, "\^Ii6reIn the French king was made priToner, &c.. 
Ex reglftro Reginaldi Brien, Wigorn. epifcopi, fol. 113. 

* L'ra D*ni Principis Wall* de Capcione R. Franciae par 

le prince de Gales. 

* Reve^nt piere.en Dieu, et trefch' ami,— Nous vous m.er- 
tions entJerement de ce que nous avons entendu q^ vous eftes 
fi bien et fi naturelment porte dev's nous, en p'ant Dieux p'r 
iious et p'r n're exploit j ct fumes tout certicns q' p'r caufe de 
vous devoutes p*eres et dautrcs, DIeu nous a en toutes nos 
fcefoigiles be' vacli2 aide ; de quoi noiis fumes a touz jo's 

Vol. IL A a tenux 
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, It is not poflible to relate all the feate and enter- 
tainments which the citizens and clergy of Bour* 
de^ux made for the prince, and with what joy they 
received him and the king of France* 

The prince condnfted the king to the monaftery 
of St. Andrew, where they were both lodged ; the 
king on one fide, and the prince on the other. 
The prince purchafed from the barons, knights and 
jquires of Gafcony, the ranfoms of the greater part 



tcnuz dc lai grazier> en p*ant que v*re part ancy vleullietz 
faire en continuant dev's nous come devant ces heures avetz 
faity de quoi nous nous tenons g Vment tenuz a vous* £t» 
rev'ent piere, endroit de n're eflaty dont nous penceonsbienq' 
Tous defirez la v're merci doier bones nouvelles> vuellietz 
entendre q' a la faifance de cedes eflions fains et heures et 
tout en bon point, loiez en foit Dieux q' nous donit j ces 
mefines de vous toutes foitz oir et faver, et de ce nons vuellietz 
certifier p'r vos IVes et p' les entrevenantz a plus fburent q' 
vous p'res bonement en droit de nouvelles ceandroitz. 
Vueilletz favoir q* la veille de la tranflation Saint Thomas de 
Canterbire^nouz commenceaffnes a chivauch' ove n*rc povar 
Vs les parties de France et fouvratghement p* caufe q' nous 
entendifmes> la venue de n*re trefhonn'e feigner et piere Ic roy 
la endroitzi et fi neifmes dev's les parties de Serges en Berye, 
Orllons et Tours, et avions nouvelles q* le roy de France 
ove g*nt povar bien pres de celles marches venoit p* combat* 
tre oVe no*s, et approcheafmes tant q* la battaille fe prift entre 
nous en tiele maniere q* les ennemis eftojent, difconfitezy 
grace en foit Dieux> et le dit roi et fon fils et plufieurs aiitres 
g'ntz pris et mortz, les noms de queauz nous vous envious p' 
n*re trefch* bachller mons* Roger de Cottesford portoir de 
cedes. Rev'ent piere en Dieuxi et n*re trefch' ami, le Saint 
Efprit vous ait toute jours en fa guarde. 

* Donne fouz n're feal a Birdeaux, !e xxe jour d* 06bob'r/ 

/Ircbitologiai vol. i. p. 2 1 3. 

of 
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T>{ the French earls ^o were there^and paid ready 
money for thenu 

Th^e were many meetings and difputes among 
the knights and fquires of Gafcony, and othars, re^* 
lative to the capture of the king of France* On this 
account) Denys de Morbeque truly and by right of 
arms claimed him. He challenged another fquire 
of Gflfcony^ named Bernard de Trouttes, who had 
declared that he had an equal right to him. There 
•was much difputing between theto before the prince 
and the barons prefent : and as they had engaged to 
£ght each other, the prince put them under an ar- 
reft, until they ihould be arrived in England, and 
fcMi^ade any thing more being faid on the fubje^ 
till they were in the prefence of the king his fa- 
ther* 

Howevei*, as the king of France gave every 
aflfiftance to fir Denys in fupport of his claim, and 
leaned more to him than to any of the other clai- 
mants, the prince ordered two thoufand nobles to 
be given privately to fir Denys, in order to enable ^ 
him the better to fupport his rank« 

Boon after the prince's arrival at Bourdeaux, the 
cardinal de Perigord came thither as, it was faid^ 
ambaffadbr from the popei It was upwards of a 
fortnight before the prince would fpeak to him, oii 
account of the caftellan of Ampofta and his peopled 
having been engaged againft him at the battle of 
Poitiersi The prince believed that the cardinal had 
fent them thither; but the cardinal, through the 
taeans df his i*elatiohs, the lord of ChaumoAt^ the 

A a 2 lord 
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lord of Montferrant and the captal of Buch, gave 
fuch good reafons for his condufl: to tb^ prince, that 
he adniittfed him to an audience. Having obtained 
this, he exculpated himfelf fo clearly that the 'prince 
and his council were fattsfied ; and he regained the 
place he before held in the prince's aflFeftibn. All 
his people were fet at liberty at moderate ranjfoms : 
the caftellan's amounted to ten thoufand franks, 
which he paid. 

The cardinal, foon after, began to touch upoll 
the deliverance of king John ; but I Ihall fay' little 
on that head, as nothing was done iii the bufinefs. 

The prince, with his Gafcons and Englifh^ re- 
mained all that winter at Bourdeaux, where was 
much feafting and merriment ; and they foolifhiy 
^**** expended the gold and filver they had gained. 

In England alfo, there were great rejoicings, when 
the news arrived of the affair of Poitiers, and of the 
defeat of the French. Solemn thankfgivings were 
biFered up in all churches, and b^B^T^^ made in 
' ■' every town and village. Thofe knights and iquires 
who returned to England, after having been in 
this battle, were honored in preference to any 
others. 
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CHAP. CLXVIT. 

THB THREE ESTATES OF FRANCE ASSEMBLE AT 
PARIS, AFTER THE BATTLE OF POITIERS, 

TOURING the time of this defeat at Poitiers^ the 
duke of Lancafter was in the county of Evreux, 
on the borders of Coutantui j and with him were fir 
Philip de Navarre and the lord Godfrey de Har* 
court. They had made war on Normandy from 
that quarter, and had continued to do fo all that 
fummer, on account of the king of Navarre, whom 
the king of France detained in prifon. 

Thefe three lords had done all' in their power to 
join the prince of Wales j but it was not poffiWe, 
for all the paflages of the river Loire were too well 
guarded. When they were informed that the prince 
had made the king of France prifoner, and of the 
manner in which the battle of Poitiet^ had been 
won, they were much pleafed, and put an end to 
their excurfions ; for the duke of Lancafter and fir 
Philip de Navarre wifhed to go to England, which 
they did. They fent fir Godfrey de Harcourt to 
guard the frontiers, at St. Sauveur le Vicomte. 

If the kingdom of England and its allies were 
much delighted with the capture of the king of 
France, that realm was fore troubled and vexed# 
It had very good caufe to be fo ; for there were 
great diftrefTes and defolations in every quarter, and 
men of underftanding forefaw that greater mifchiefs 
might arife ; fince the king of France and all the 
flower of chivalry of that kingdom were either flaia 

A a 3 or 
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or made prifoners, and the three fons of the kingt 
Charles, Louis and John, who had efcaped, were 
very young in years and underftanding, fo that no 
great epcpedation could be formed from them ; and 
neither were they willing to undertake the govern* 
ment of the kingdom. 

Add to this, that the knights and fquires who had 
returned from the battle were fo much defpifed and 
blamed by the common people, that they very un- 
willingly entered the great towns. 

There were many conferences held, and much 
difcontent appeared ; when the mpft prudent and 
wife perceived that this ftate could not continue, nor 
longer go on without fome remedy ; for the Eng- 
lifh and Nfavarrois were in force in Coutantin, under 
lir Godfrey de Harcourt, who was overrunning and 
deftroying the country. The prelates of the churchy 
bifhops and abbots, and all the noblemen and 
knights, the provoft of merchants and citizens of 
Paris, as well as the council from the other capita! 
towns in the kingdom, affembled together in the 
city of Paris, in order to confult and advife upon 
the beft manner of govemingthe kingdom of France, 
until king John fhould be fet at liberty. But they 
were firft determined to inquire what was become 
of the great fums of money that had been raifed in 
France by way of difmes, maletoftes *, fubfidies, by 



* Maletq/lef'-r-zxL extraordinary taxj; or fubfidyy levied the. 
year 1296 by Philip Je Bel, viz, at firft the value of the hunr 
dredthy and afterwards of the fiftieth part of all either lay or 
churchman's goods.— Cotgravb's DiShiiary, 

the 
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the coinage and other vexations. Notvirirhdanding; 
the country had fajeen much harafled and dif^reCkd 
by levying them, the arpiy had );>een badly paid^ 
and the kingdom ill guarded and defended ^ but. 
there was no one that could give any account of 
them. 

The clergy, therefore, refolved to feledt twelve 
of the wifeft from among themfelves, to confider. 
and determine what would be mod advUable to be 
done. 

The barons and knights chofe twelve alfo, to at* 
tend to this bufmefs. 

The citizens likewife did the fame, according toh 
their mumimous s^greement. Thefe thirty-fix perfon- 
ages were to remain at Paris, in order to confer toge« 
ther upon the better government of the kingdom ; 
and all aflfkirs were to belaid before thefe three eftates : 
all prelates, noblemen, and all cities, towns and 
commonalties were to obey them and execute their 
orders. 

In the beginning, however, there were many in 
this feleftion that were not agreeable to the duke of 
Normandy, or to his council. 

The firft aft of the three eftates wa6 to forbid 
the coining any money in the manner in which it 
^as then done, and to feize the dies. They next 
required of the duke of Normandy, that he would 
order the chancellor pf the king his father to be 
arrefted, the Iprd Robert Lorris, the lord Simon de 
Buci *, as well as many other matters of accounts 
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♦ He was firft prefident of the parliament.— Hawauit. 
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and eounfellors In fprmer times to the king, that 
they might give a |uft account of what fums 
through their advice had been levied and raifed in 
the kingdom. 

When all thefe perfonages heard of this, they 
quitted the realm as fpeedily as poffible, and took 
refuge in other kingdoms until the face of affairs, 
(hould be changed. 
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THE THREE ESTATES SEl^D MEN AT ARMS 
AGAINST SIR GODFREY DE HARCOl^RT. 

'P'HE threq eftates, after this, eftaWift^d ^d ap^ 
pointed, in their names, receivers to, coU^^ 
whatever taxes might b^ due to the king, or* tp tH9 
realm. They coined money of fine gold, whiqh, 
was called Moutons * : and they would with plea- 
sure have feen the king of Navarre delivered from 

^ The gold coin caUed f^ot^kmf had the i}ppreffloz> of ^^ 
Agnus Dei, which the vulgar mi^Qok for a fheep^ hep£^ it 
got the ridiculous name of Moutons. This coin was origin 
nally of the value of twelve fols fix deniers fine filver. 

jinnab of Scotland^ yoL it* note^ p. 231. 

Le -mouton d'or was a coin on which was impre(2ed the 
figure of ^ lamb, with this ijifqriptipp : * Agous t)ei, qui 
tpUis peccata:musdi;t miferere nobis;' and on thereveHe a 
crofsy with thefe words, * Chriftus vinc^t, Chriilus regnatt 
Chriftus impcrat.' ' 

There wetfe fifty-two of thefe pieces In a marc of fine gold. 

Dv CAN6I9 Ghff* ad verb. Muuoneu 

his 
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his prifon in the caftle of Crevecbur in Cambi-efis, 
where he was confined ; for it appeared to many 
members of the three eftates, that the kingdom 
would be ftronger and more ably defended, pro-, 
vided he would be true and loyal ; for there were 
few noblemen at that time in France that were able 
to make any good defence, the greater part having 
been flain or made prifoners at the battle of Poitiers, 
They therefore requefted the duke of Normandy 
to give him his liberty ; for they thought he had 
been unjuftly ufed, nor did they know for what 
l-eafon he was a prifoner. The duke replied, that 
he could not advife hl& being fet at liberty ; for the 
]dng his father had ordered him to be confined, and 
be was ignorant of the caufe or reafon of it. 

At this pariod, news was brought to the duke 
and to the three eftates, that fir Godfrey de Har- 
court was waging a deftruftive war again! Nor^ 
mandy j that his army, whic^i wa3 not very nume- 
rous, overran the country twice or thrice at-week, 
as far as the fuburbs of Caen, of Saint Lo *, Evreux 
and Coutances, and no one went out to opppfe 
him* 

The duke and the three eftates ordered an expe- 
<£tion of men at arms, confifting of three hundred 
lances and five hundred with iron armoilr: they 
nominated four captains to coi^mand tbem, the< 
lord de Reyneval, the lord de Chauny,. the lord de 
Riville and the lord de Frianville* This, army fet 

^ ■ . • ■ ■ " I t • r < ' ■ 

♦ A city of Normandy, fituated on the Vire, diocefc of 
Coutances. ' 

out 
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out from PariS|( an4 inarched %o Rouen, where 
there was a large bo4y cpUefted from diflFerent 
parts. There were many knights from Artois and 
Vermandois, fuch as the lord pf Crequi, the lord 
Lewis de Hayefquerque, the lord Edward de Renti> 
lord John de Fiennes, lord Engnerrant de U^din 
and many others : ther^ came ajfo from Normandy 
many expert men at ayms, Thefe lords, with their 
trpops, advanced until they came to the city of 
Coutances, which ^hey garrijToned, ' 



pHAP. CLXIX, 

THE BATTLE OF COUTANTIN, BETWEEN ftlR 
GODFREY X>£ HARCQUICT^ AND SIR RAOyL PB 
. REYN?¥AJP^ 

Tjy HEN fir Godfrey de Harcourt, who was 
ftrong, tK)ld and courageous, heard that the 
French were come to the city of Coutances, he 
collected together as many men at arms a§ poffible, 
archers and other friends, and faid he would go to 
meet them. He left, therefore, St. Sauveur le Vi- 
c;omte, accompanied by about feven hundred men,^ 
including every one. 

This fame day, the French alfo fallied out, and 
had fent forward their fcouts tq examine the coim- 
try, who returned and info^pmed their lords that 
they had feen the Navarrois. 

On the other hand, fir Qodfrey h^d fent put his 
fcouts, who had taken a dijQferent road, and, having 

examined 
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f xlmlned the army of the French, had counted 
(heur banners and pennons, and to what numbers 
they amounted, Sir Godfrey, however, paid but 
Httle attention to their report : he faid, that fmoe 
he fa^Y his enemies he would fight with them. He 
immediately placed his archers in the front of his 
men, and drew up in battle-array the Englifhmeii 
and Navarrois. 

When lord Raoul de Reyneval perceived how 
he had drawn up his men, he ordered part of the 
French to difmount, and to place large fhields. 
before them to guard themfelves againft the arrows^ 
and for none to advance without hjs orders. 

The archers of fir Godfrey began to advance, as 
they were conimanded, and to flioot thefar arrovi' 
with all their ftrength. The French, who were 
Iheltered behind their fhields, allowed them to 
fhoot on, as this attack did not hurt them in the 
leaft. They remained fo long in their pofition 
without moving^ that thefe archers had expended 
all their arrows ; they then caft away their bows^ 
and began to fall back upon their men at arms, 
who were drawn up alongfide of a hedge, fir 
Godfrey in the front, with his banner difplayed. 
The French then began to make ufe of their bows, 
and to pick up arrows every where, for there were 
plenty of them lying about, which they employed 
againft the Englifh and men of Navarre, The 
men at arms alfo made a vigorous charge ; and 
the combat was very fharp and fevere, when they 
were come hand to hand ; but the infantry of fir 

9 Godfrey 
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Codfrey would not keep their ranks, ztid w^re 
therefore foon difcomfited. 

. Sir Godfrey, upon this, retreated into a viae^ 
yard which was inclofed with ftrong hedges, and 
as many of his people as could get in followed him. 
When the French faw this, they all difmounted, 
:5urrounded the place, and confidered how they 
could beft enter it. They examined it on eveiy 
ijde, and at laft: found an entrance. As they went 
round, feeking a paffage, fir Godfrey and his men 
^td the fame, and halted at the weakeft part. of. the 
hedge. 

As foon as the French had gained this entrance, 
Uitany gajlant deeds of arnxs were performed j but 
it coft the French dear before they were complete 
mailers of it. The banner of fir Raoul was the 
firft that entered. He followed it, as did the other 
knights and fquires. 

When they were all in the inclofure, the combat 
was renewed with greater vigour, and many a one 
was beat down. The army of fir Godfrey would 
not keep the order which he had appointed, ac- 
cording to the promife made to him, but the 
greater part fled, and could not withftand the 
French. 

Sir Godfrey, on feeing this, declared, that he 
would prefer death to being taken, and, arming 
himfelf with a battle-axe, halted where he was : 
he placed one foot before the other to be firmer j 
for he was lame of one legj though very ftrong in 
his arms^ 

In 



In this portion, he fought a long time moft va- 
liantly, fo that few dared to encounter his blows* 
When two Frenchmen mounted their horfes, and, 
placing then: lances in their refts, charged him at 
the fame time, and ftruck him to the ground: 
*fome men at arms immediately rufhed upon him 
\^th their fwords, which they ran through his 
l>6dy, and killed him on the fpot. The grater 
part of his atmy were flain or made prifoners, and 
thofe who were able to efcape, returned to St. Sau- 
-veur le Vicomte. This happened in the winter oJL 
1356, about Martinmas. 



CHAP. CLXX. 



THE .PRINCE OF WALES CONDUCTS THE KING OF 
FRANCE FROM BOURDEAUX TO ENGLAND. 

A FTER the death of the before-mentioned 

knight, fir Godfrey de Harcourt, as foon as 

the country had been freed from his incurfions by 

the defeat of his troops, the French returned to 

Coutances, carrying with them tbeir booty and pri- 

foiiers. Shortly afterward, they returned to Paris, 

to the duke of Normandy, who was ftyled Regent, 

•and to the three eftates, who paid much honour 

to the knights and fquires who had been in Cou- 

tantin. 

From that time, the town of St. Sauveur le Vi- 
comte, and all the landholders of fir Godfrey de 
'Harcourt, attached themfelves to the Engliih ; fcM- 
he had ibid it, fubjed to his life, tq the king of 

England, 
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JSngland^ ahd haid difinherited the lord Loiii^ '^d 
Harcourt, his nephew, beeaufe he would not follow 
his party. . ^ i, • 

When the king of England was informed of^ tbfi 
death of {it Godfrey, he lamented him much^ but 
embarked men at arms, knights, fquires and erofs^ 
bowmen j to the amount of upwards of four hun-^ 
dred men, to take poffeffion of St. Sauveur le Vi- 
comtej which *was well worth thirty thoufand tivres 
annual rent» He nominated the lord John Liile 
governor of the lands and eaftlesa 

The three eftates, all this time, paid gi'eat atteli-^ 
tion to the better ordering of the realm of France^ 
which was governed by them, 

.The prince of Wales, and the greater part o{ 
thofe lords who had been with him at the battle of 
Poitiers, remained all this winter at Bdiirdeaujt^ 
revelling, making preparations of fhipping, and 
fettUng their own aflFairs, or engaged in making 
arrangements for conducing the king of Fraiic^l^ 
his fon and the principal lords who were prifoners^ 
to England. 

When the feafon was fuffidently advance^j and 
every thing was ready for the prince's departure^ 
he fent for the great barons of Gafcony, the lord 
d'Albret firft, and the lords de Mucidentj de TEfr 
•parre, de Longueren, de Puniiers, de Courton, dq 
Rofem, de Chaumont, de Montferrant, de Lan* 
duras, fir Aymely de Tarfe, the captal de Buch^ 
the fouldich de la Trane and many others* H(^ 
received them with every figh of aflFedion and 
friendihip, and promifed them great rewatds and 

profits, 
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profits, which is all that a Gafcdn loves or d^iires. 
He then informed them of his intention of going 
to England, that he (hould take fome of them with 
faim, and the reft he ihould leave in different parts 
•of the province, to guard the frontiers againft the 
French, and fhould put all the cities and caftles 
under theur management, as if they were their own 
prcq>erty • 

When the Gafcons learnt that the prince of 
Wales intended taking away with him the king of 
France, whom they had aflifted to make prifoner, 
• they were unwilling to confent to it, andfaid to 
the prince j ' Dear fir, we owe you, as it becomes 
us, all honour and obedience, to the utmoft of oiu: 
•power ; but it is not our intention you fhould carry 
the king of France from us, who have fo largely 
contributed by our fervices to plai:e him in the 
fituation he is now in. Thank God, he is at pre* 
fent well in health and in a good city ; and we are 
powerful enough to guard him againfl any force 
France may fend to take him from us.' 

The prince replied ; * My dear lords, I willingly 
agree to all you have faid, but the king, my father, 
wifheQ to have him, and to fee him. We are very 
fenfible and thankful for the fervices which you 
fiave done both to him and myfelf, and you may 
depend on being handfomely rewarded for them.' 
Thefe words, however, did not fatisfy the Gafcons, 
nor would they agree to the departure of the king 
of France, until lord Reginald Cobham and fir 
John Chandos found a means of appeafing them. 

They 
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Tb^y ^efe well acquainted Tllith the avariciotti 
difpofition of the Gafcons, and therefore faid to the 
prince, ' Sir, firji offer them a handfome fum of 
florins, to^ you will fee they will foon comply with 
whatever you wifh/ Upon this^ the prince offered 
them fixty thoufand florins; but they would not 
liften t6 him : at laft it was fettled that the prince 
fhould give them one hundred thoufand florin^^ 
to be diftriblited among the barons of OafcCny^ 
and that ht? might fet out with the king wheu' He 
pleafed* 

After thisj he nominated four of thein afit govdr* 
iior^ of -the country until his return; the lordSI 
d*Albret, del TEfparre, de Pumiers and de Rofera* 
This being done, the prince embJirked on board a 
handfome ftiip^ and took with him n great many 
Gafcons 1 among them were the captal de Bucb^ 
fir Aymery de Tarfe^ the lord de Landuras, the 
lord de Mucident, the fouldicb de la Trane and 
many others4 ""^^'^^ 

The king of France was in a ftip by hitnfelf , iik 
order that he might be more at his eafe* 

In the fleet, there were five hundred men at 
arms and two- thoufand archers, to guard againft 
any accidents at fea, and alfo becaufe the prince 
had been infoi-med before he left Bourdeaux, thfiic • 
the three eftates, who then governed France, had 
raifed two large amjies, which Were poflled in 
Normandy and at Crotoy *, to meet the Englifb^ 
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♦ A village in Picardy, near the mouth of the Somnie. 

and 
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and tD carry oflf the king, but they faw ftothiiig of 

They were eleven days and nights at fea, and oi| 
the twelfth they arrived at Sandwich, where they 
difembarked and took up their quarters in the 
town and neighbourhood. They remained there 
two days to refrefh themfelyes, and, on the third> 
let out and came to Canterbury. 

When the king of England was informed of their 
arrival, he ^ gave orders for the citizens of London 
to make fuch preparations as were fuitable to re- 
ceive fo great a prince as the king of France. Upon 
which they all dreffed themfelves very richly in 
companies, and the different manufactories of cloth 
appeared with various pageants. 

The king and prince remained one day at Can- 
terbury, where they made their offerings to the 
ihrine of St. Thomas. 

On the morrow, they rode to Rochefter, where 
they repofed themfelves. The third day they came 
to Dartford, and the fourth to London, where they 
were received with every honour and diftinftion, asi 
indeed they had been by all the chief towns oijt 
thdr road. 

The king of France, as he rode through London, 
was mounted on a white fteed, with very rich fur- 
niture, and the prince of Wales on a little black 
hackney by his fide. He rode through London 
thus accompanied to the palace *of the Savoy, which 
was part of the inheritance of the duke of Lan- 
cafter. 

YauIL Bb There 
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There the king of France kept Ris hovriehoM for 
fome time : and there he was vifited by the king 
and queen of England, who often entertained him 
fumptuoufly, and afterward were very frequent in 
their vifits, confoling him all in their power. 

The eardinafe de Perigbr5 and de St. Vital foo» 
after came to England, by command of pope In-*^ 
Hocent VL They endeavoured to make peace be- 
tween the two kingdoms, which they kboured hard 
to effed, but without fuccefs. However, by foin# 
fortunate means they procured a truce between the 
two kings and their allies, to hii until StVloha ib» 
B^^ift's day 1359'. 
^ The lord Philip de Navarre and hk allic8, ibm 
countefs of Montfort and the duchy of Brktany» 
were excluded from this truce. 

Shortly afterward, |]be king of France and dii 
his houfehold were removed from the palace (tf die 
Savoy to Windfor Ciaftle *, where he was pemdtted 
to hunt and hawk, and take what other diverfipaB 
ke pleafed in t^ neighbouiiiood, as well as tbe^ 
lord PhiUp hi$ f<m» The reA i^f the French lonl» 
remained at London, but they vdfited the^ kmg a» 
often as they pleafed, and were prifoner3. oa their 
parole of honour^ 

m 
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^ He was afterward confined m Jtljirtford ca(Ue» odfT 
the guard of Roger de Beauchamp. ^avid ting of Scioto 
land was likewife a prifoner there. John was removed tft- 
diiFerent other caftles;Yrom a fufpiciop of his being delivered 
hy treaibn or forc«, — Ashmols^ 
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CHAP. CLXXL 

DAVID BRUCE, KINO OF SCOTLAND, OBTAINS HIS 

LIBERTY. 

Y^U have before heard how king David of Scot^ 
land had been a prifoner in England, where 
he had remained upwards of nine years. Shortly 
after this truce was agreed to between France and 
England, the two cardinals, in conjundion with the 
biihop of St. Aridrews in Scotland, undertook the 
enlargement of the king of Scotland. 

The ftreaty was formed upon this ground, that 
the king of Scotland fhould never bear arms againft 
the king of England, in his realm : neither advife 
nor confent that any of his fubjeds fhould moleft 
or wage war upon the Englilh : that the king of 
Scotkoid, upon his return to his kingdom, fhould 
make every exertion in his power to obtain his fub- 
jefts* confent that the crown of Scotland be held 
fn fief and homage from the king of England. If 
the country would not fubmit to this, then the king 
of Scotland fhould fwear folemnly to maintain and 
keep a firm and lafting peace with the king of 
^gland. 

He was alfo to bind himfelf and Jiis kingdom, a$ 
its own real lord and heir, in the payment of five 
hundred thoufand nobles within ten years* And 
upon the demand of the king of England he was 
. to fend good hoflages and fecurities for the per- 
formance of this treaty, fuch as the earl of Douglas, 

Bba the 
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the carl of Moray, the earl of Mar, the earl of Stf- 
therland, the earl of Fife, (ir Thomas Biflet and 
the biihop of Caithnefs, who were to remain ia 
England as prifoners or ho{tages for their lord and 
king until there fhould have been paid the whole of 
the above fum. 

Public inftruments were drawn up according to 
thefe refolutions and obKgations, with letters patenr, 
fealed by each of the kings. 

The king of Scotland then left England^ and re- 
turned to his own country, with his queen Jo- 
hanna ^, iider to the king of England. He was 
received by his fubje&s with every honorable mark 
of diftinSion, and, after having vifjted them, gave 
orders for his caftle of Scone, near Perth, to be re» 



• ' There isa (Irftngc diverfity among hiilorians concerning 
the time of the death of this iil-fated htdy^ Fordan* h ziv. 
c* 1 6. faysy that (he went to Englsmd in t5;7» and died after 
fte had remained there fome time. In Scala Chron. ap. Le« 
land, it is faid, the queen of Scotland^ fifler to king Edwardf 
came out of Scotland to Wyndefore^ to fpeak with him, and 
after was with her mother, queen Ifabe)Ia» at Hertfoird» and 
there died. This imports, that (he died eichtp bcfepe her 
mother, or foon after her. It is certain her mother died ia 
the autumn 1358. Fordun and the author of Scala Chroniea 
are in a millake. Queen Johanna mud have lived beyond 
^e year 1557 or the year 13-8. Her hufband fp^aks of her 
as alive on the 21ft February 135B.-9, Foedera, vol. vi. p. 
180. Nay more, on the 2d May 1362, a pafTport is granted 
by Edward III. to Jqhn Herying, the fervant of Johanna 
queen of Scotland,, our fifler, Foedera; — ^and, therefore, I 
incline to follow Walfingham, p. 179, who places her death 
in 136a/ — Annals. 

6 paired. 
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yairedy as it was in ruins. This is a good and 
commercial town, fituated upon a river called tht 
Tay*. 
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THl DUKE OP LANCASTER LAYS 8IEOE tO 

&ENKE8. 

A BOUT the middle of May in the year i$s7f 

the duke of Lancafter raifed a large body of 

men at arms, of Engliih and Bretons, for the 

affiftance of the counteftr of Montfort and her young 

,• *Thc treaty, which had been in agitation fo many yearSi 
wa« at length concluded* at Berwickf 3d O^ber 1357* Bf 
it tlie king of Scots was reieafed^ after a captivity of r&wn 
yesrs. The Scottiih sat ion agreed to pay one hundred 
tbcmfaad marks fterling as the ranfom of their foTcretgn* by 
yearly payments often thonfand marks on the 24,th Jane« 

* Twenty young men of quality, and among them tlie 
ddeft {on of the Stewart^ were to he given as hoftagest and 
for ftirther fecunty* three of the following great lords were 
to place themfelves in the hands of the E^ngHlh : the Stewart* 
die earls of March* Mar» Rofs, Angus and Sutherland, lord 
Douglas and Thomas Moray of fiothwell. It was provided* 
that a truce (hould continue bet-ween the two nations until 
^mplete payment of the ranfom. 

• * The king of Scots, the nobility and thc^ boroughs* rati* 
Ced this treaty the 5th of O^ober* and rlie biihops ratified It 
on the toLiowing day. 

* David, immediately after his r^ea(e« fummoo^ a par-* 
tiament, laid the treaty before the three eftates* obtained 
their approbation* and then ratified the treaty anew* at Scone* 
^ih Nov^mbcu^^^'^anais of Scotland^ vol* ii. p^. 244^ 
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fbn, ttrhp at that time bore arms and was n pafty in 
theii* excurfions. There might be a thoufand men 

?it arms, well equipped and appointed, and five hutl-f 
dred others among the archers. 

This army left Heimebon, fcouring and burning 
all the country until they came to the good town of 
Rennes, which the duke befieged on every fide, and 
lay a long time before it, making many afiaults; by 
which he gained not much, for there were in the 
tow n the vifcount de Rohan, the lord de Laval, fir 
Char!cs de Dinan and many othcfo. 
* There was alfo in the town a youftg kfiight-bache-f 
for called fir Bertrand du Guefclin, who, ^during the 
ikge' of Rennes, fought \(^ith an Eitglllhman nettled 
fir Nicholas' Dagwofth. The terms of the comba^ 
iyere to be three courfes with fpears, three ftrokes 
yi^jth battle-axes, and three liabs with daggers. 
The two knights behaved naofl valiantly, and parted 
tvithout hurting each other. They were feen tiit^ 
pleafure by both armies *. 



. ♦ The hiftorian of Brittany fays, it w« William det 
Biancbourgi brother to the governor of Fougeraii who hskA 
teen flain by Bertrand. In confirmation of thisj. Dugdale 
xnakes no niention of this duel^ which he would probabhjr 
have done« hiid fir Nicholas Dagworth been the perfbn* 

Bertrand, in the firfi: courfe, pierced the coat of mail of 
flknchourg, and his own helmet ' fuffered the fame* The 
•wo enfuing courfes were harmlefs, Bertr^^d aiked if h* 
would run three more j which was accepted. In the firft 
courfe, Bertrand ftruck him fo violently on the body, his hiiice 
kntfered very dttpx and unhorfed .him. He would ^ot kill 
him, fit)ni refpeift to the duke of Lancafter, but feized his 
horfe, whi?h he carried away aS a trophy of his vi&ory. 

The 
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The lord Charles of Blois was at that time r«Mnw 
«d to the country : but, as he could not bear arnis 
liimielf, he was perpetually terzing the regent of 
France to fend him a fufEciency of men at arms to 
«aife the (iege of Rennes. But the regent was too 
miich occupied with the a£Gurs of France, which 
mere in great confufion, to ^tend to his requeft> 
and therefore thfli fiege of Rennes was ftiU coor 
dnued* 



CHAP. CLXXlir. 

A KNIGHT OF THE COUNTY OF EVREUX, 0AL1.BO 
SIR WILJLIAM X)E GRAVILLE, RE-CONQUfiRS THi 
CITY AND CASTLE OF EVREUX FROM THE KIN0 
OF FRANCE, WHO HAD TAKEN IT FROM THE 
KING OF NAVARRE* 

• 

A KNIGHT, named the lord de Graville^ who 
was attached to the king of Navarre by his faith 
and oath, was much hurt at his imprifonmetit^ as 
were likewife maity of the inhabitants of Evreuic } 
but they could not help themfelves fo long as the 
caille was in the enemy's poffeffion. Thife fir Wil*- 
)iam lived about two ihort leagues from Evreu^, and 
whenever he came to that cityi wafe received by a 
citizen, who in former times liad been a gr^at friend 
to the king of Navarre. 

When fir William came to the houfe of this citi# 

zen, he eat with him, and, during their repafts, 

4ifcourfed on various fubjefts, but generally of the 

^ B b 4 king 
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king df Navarre, arid of his imprifonment which 
♦exed them forely. 

It happened one day that fir William faid to him ; 

* If you will give me your affiftance, I will furely 
i^-conquer this city and cafUe for the king of Na» 
irarre/ * How will you do that ?' replied the dti- 
zeri, * for the governor is ftrongly attached to the 
French intereft ; and, without having gained the 
caftle, we dare not (hew ourfelves, for he is tnafter 
bf the town and fuburbs.' Sir William anfwered ; 

* I vnll tell you : you muft get three or four citizens 
bf your friends, that are of the fame way bf think- 
ing as yourfelf, and fill your houfes well with armed 
inen that can be depended on ; and I promife you 
on my head, that we will enter the. caftle by a trick, 
without incurring any danger/ 

The citizen was f6 aflive, that he foon colleded 
a hundred of his friends, who were as well inclined 
as himfelf. 

Sir William went in and out of the town without 
kny fufpicioix ; for he had not borne arqpis in the laft 
Expedition with the lord Philip de Navarre, becaufe 
the greater part of his property lay near to Evreux, 
iuid the king bf France, at the time he conquered 
Evreux, had made all the landholders in the neigh* 
bourhood, fwear allegiance to him, otherwife he 
would have taken pbffeflion bf their lands ; he had 
thus only gained outwardly their aflfettions, but 
their hearts remained attached to the intereft of Na- 
varre. 

If king John, however, had been in France, this 
fijr Willifem wbiild hot have dared td attempt what 

hi 
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he performed. But he perceived the embarrafTed 
flate of public affairs, and that the three eftates 
were defirous of giving the king of Navarre his 
liberty. 

■Sir William having made his preparations, the 
citizens were apprifed what they were to do : he 
armed himfelf at all paints, put on a ihort gown, 
and over all his cloak. He had under his arm a 
fmall battle-axe, and, thus equipped, he came, at« 
tended by his fervant, whom he had let into the 
iecret, to walk upon the fquare before the caftle, 
as had been of late his cuitom. He walked ther6 
fo long a time, that the governor, who ufually 
came to the gate twice or thrice about that time, 
opened the gate of the caftle to look about lum, 
but it was only the wicket-gate, and he placed him«^ 
felf right before it. When fir William perceived 
faim, he approached nearer by little and little, fa- 
luting him moft refpedfully. The governor, though 
he returned the falute, kept his pofition* Sir Wil- 
liam, however, at lait came up to him, and began 
to converfe with him on different fubjeds : he in* 
quired if he had heard what was doing in France. 
The governor, from bd^g conftantly fhut up in 
the caftle, had enjoyed little commimication firom 
without, and, being eager to learn the news, replied 
that he had heard nothing, and would thank him 
to let him know what was paffing, * Very wil- 
lingly,* anfwered fir William : ' It is reported in 
France, that the kings of Denmark and Iceland 
have made an alliance^ and have fwom never to 
ireturn to their own countries before they fhall have 

deftroyed 
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ddlroyed England and brought back the king of 
France to Paris* They have an armament at fea, 
with upwards of one hundred thoufand men : and - 
the Englifh are fo much alarmed and frightened 
that they know not which way to turn themfelves 
to defend their coafts ; for it is a very old faying 
with them* that they were to be deftroyed by the 
Danes/' The governor inquired from whom he 
had learnt this news : fir William faid, that a 
knight in Flanders had written it to him as a faft, 
and add^d, ^ He has fent me the handfomeft fet of 
chefs men I ever faw/ He had invented this tale, 
becaufe he had learnt the governor was very fond 
of playing at chefs. The governor faid, he fhould 
be very glad to fee them. * Well/ replied fir WiU 
liam, • I will fend for them, but on condition you 
play with me for fome wine j* and, turning to his 
fetvant, faid, * Go, look for the chefe-board and 
men, and bring them to us at the gate.* 

The fervant fet off, and the governor and fir 
WttBam entered the firft gate of the caftle. The 
governor faftened the wicket oil the infide with t 
bolt, but did not lock it. Sir William faid ; • Go- 
vernor^ open this fecond gate : you may do it with- 
out any rifk.* The governor opened the wicket 
only, and let fir William pafs through to fee the 
infide of the caftle^ while he himfelf followed. 

The fervant, in the mean time, went to thole 
citizens who had the armed men in their houfes^ 
led theni up to the'cnftl^^ and then blew his hom^ 
as had been agreed on between him and his maftcr. 
When fir William heard the horn, he faid to the 

governor j 
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governof ; • Let us go out, and pais thi€l fecoftd 
gate^ for my ietrmt will fooit return/ Sir WiHkitt 
re-pai^ this wicket, and ftood d6(e by it oti the 
other fide< When the govenior had put one foot 
through, and had lowered his head, fir William 
drew out the axe he had under his cloak, and 
ilruck him fuch a blow that he iplit his head afun- 
der, and felled him dead on the. fill of the door. 
He then went to the firfl gate, which he openedr 

The watch of the caftle had heard with aftonifii- 
ment the fervant's horn, for it had been proclaimed 
in the city, that no one fliould dare to found a 
horti, under pain of lofing his hand. He perceived 
^Ifo armed men running towards the caftte : upon 
which he founded his horn, and cried out, • Tre^ 
(bft! treafon!* 

Thofe that were in the caftld haftetied to die 
gttte, which, to their furprife, they found open, the 
governor lying dead acrdfe it, and fir William, hk 
^e in his hand, guarding the paflage. The men 
At amis, who were to aflift hiin, foon arrived, and, 
hiving paffed the firft and fecond gates, fiercely 
dr<yve back the ^arrifon. 

Several were killed, and zA many taken ^ they 

(rhofe. They entered the caftle : and in this manneif 

. tras the ftrong caftle of Evreiix lietaken : the citify 

l:ens and inhabitants of the town immediately fur* 

• rendered, when they drove out all the French. 

They fent to inform lord Philip de Navarre of 
fhis event, who was but lately returned frtHa Eng* 
land. He came immediately to Evreux, arid made 
It his principal garrifon to carry the war into the 

rich 
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rich country of Normandy. There were with him 
fir Robert KnoUes, fir James Pipe, the lord Fricquet 
de Fricquant, le Bafcle de Marneil, fir John Jewels 
who afterwards, as you will hear in this hiftory, 
did much mifchief to France. 



CHAP. CLXXIV. 



THE ARCHPRIEST ASSEMBLES A COMPANY OF 
MEN AT ARMS. HE IS MUCH HONOURED AT 
• AVIGNON. 

y\ BOUT this period, a knight, named fir Arnold 
de Cervole, but more commonly called the 
Archprieft, colleded a large body of men at arms^ 
who came from all parts, feeing that their pay 
would not be continued in France, and that, fince 
the capture of the king, there was not any proba* 
bility of their gaining more in thzt country. 

They marched firft into Provence, where they 
took many ftrong townis and caftleis, and ruined 
the country by their robberies as £ar as Avignom 
Pope Innocent VL, who refided in Avignon^ was • 
much alarmed, as not knowing what might be the 
intentions of the archpiieft, the leader of diefe 
forces; and, for fear of perfonal infult, he and 
the cardinals k^t their houfeholds armed d<^y and 
night. 

. When the archprieft and his troops had {xllaged 
ail the country, the pope and clergy entered into 
treaty with him. Having received proper fecurity, 
lie and the greater part of his people entered Avig. 
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non, where he was received with as much refpeft 
as if he had been fon to the king of France. He 
dined many times with the pope and cardinals, who 
gave him abiblution from all his (ins ; and, at his 
departure, they prefented him with forty thoufand 
crowns, to diftribute among his companions. 

Thefe men, therefore, marched away to different 
places, following, however, the direftions of the 
archpried. 



CHAP. CLXXV. 

A WELSHMAN, OF THE NAME OF RUFFIN *, COM- 
MANDS A TROOP OF THE FREE GOMPANIfiS. 

AT this time alfo, there was another company of 
men at arms, or robbers, collected from all 
parts, who ftationed themfelves between the rivers 
Loire and Seine, fo that no one dared to travel be- 
tween Paris and Orleans, nor between Paris and 
Montargis« or even to remain in the country : the 
inhabitants of the plains, and near Orleans, had all 
fled to Paris. 

This company had chofen for their leader a 
Welfhman, pf the name of Griffith, whom they 
had knighted, and who acquired fuch immenfe 
riches, as could not be counted. 

Thefe companies advanced one day near to 
Paris, another day towards Orleans, another time 
Xo Chartres ; and there was no ,town nor fortrefs 

* Barnes calls him GHJub, but mentk>n5 no authoritj. 

but 
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but whu was taken and pillaged, excepting fucb 
9$ were ftrcmgly garrifoned. 

St. Arnout*, Galardonf, Broumaulx, Aloes^ 
Eftampes J, Chartres §, Montlehery |[, Plouviers iqt 
the Gjitinois, MiUyf, Larchant^*, Chatillonftf 
MontargisJJ, Yffieres, were plundered, and fq 
many other towns that it would be difficult to re- 
count them alL 

They rode over the country in parties of twenty^ 
thirty or forty, meeting with none to check their 
pillage. 

While, on the fea-coafl of Normandy, there were 
a ftill greater number of Englifh and Navarrois, 
plunderers and robbers. Sir Robert Knolles was 
their leader, who conquered every town and caftle 
be came to, as there was no one to oppofe him. 

Sir Rob«t had followed this trade for fome 
time, and by it bad gained upwards of 100,000 
crowns. He kept a great many foldiers in his 
pay ; and, being very liberal, he vfas cheerfully 
followed and obeyed* 

mmw ^ n 1 1 1^ ■ ■ ■■ ■■ I ■ ■ I I II 1 1 n )» 1 1 i^^^^^i^i^^fw 

• A town in Beixucc, elcdlion of Dourdont 

+ A towq in Beauce, eleflion of Chartres. 

J A city in Beauccy thirteen leagues from P^ris* 

§ A city of Orleanois, capital of Beauce, . twenty»two 
leagues from Paris. 

II A town in the ifle of France, ieven leagues ftom Paris* 

f A market- town in Gatinois. 

^* St. Mathurin de Larchant, a town in Gatioqis^ 

f f A town in Beauce^ eledlioii of Chateaudun. 

tl Capital of GatinoiSy twcnty-ieven leagues and a half 
from Paris* . . . . 
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CHAP. CLXXVI. . 

THE PROVOST OF THE MERCHANTS Of PARIS 
kiLLS THREE KNIGHTS IN THS APARTMENT 
OF THE REGENT. 

T\URING the time that the three eftates go- 
verned the kingdom, all forts of people united 
tfaemfelves together, under thename of Free Com- 
panies : they made war upon every man that was 
wprth robbing. 

I xnuft here inform you, that the nobles and 
prelates of the realm and church began to be weary 
of the government and regulations of the three 
eftates : they therefore permitted the provoft of the 
merchants at Paris to fummon fome of the citizens, 
becaufe they were going greater lengths than tjiey. 
approved of. 

Jt happened one day, when the regent of Franco 
was in his palace at Paris, with many knight^;, 
nobles and prelates, that the provoft of the mer- 
' chants colle£ted aMb a great number of the common 
p(^ple of Paris who were devoted to him, all wear- 
ing caps * itinilar to his own, that they might know 
each other ; and, attended by this crowd, the pro- 
K)ft came to the palace. 

He entereid the apartment of the duke, and d^f 
manded of him, in an ijiibl^nt manner, tg lake Hf^ 
management of the kingdom of France, and to- 
govern it wifely (fince it would become his by in- 

* Mi partie bleu. 
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heritance), that all thofe free companies, who at 
prefent were overrunning the country, might be 
preventod £rom doing further mifchiaf* 

The duke replied, that he would v^ willingly 
comply with his requeil, if he had the means to 
carry it into execution ; but that it more properly 
belonged to thofe who had raifed and received the 
impofts, due to the realm, to perform it* I cannot 
pretend to fay how it happened, but words increafed 
fo much and with fuch warmth that at laft three of 
the principal counfellprs of the duke were ilaih, and 
fo near to him that their blood flew over his robe: 
he himfelf was in very great danger, but they had 
put one of their caps on his head, and he confented: 
to pardon the death of his three knights. Two of 
them were knights of arms, and the other of laws. 
Their names were, the lord Robert de Clermont^ 
a gallant and magnificent knight, and the lord de 
Conflans : the knight of laws was the lord Simon 
de Buci *. 



• Etienne Marcel was provoft of the merchants. The 
prefidenty Henault, only mentions Robert de Clermont* 
inarechal de Normandie* and Jean de Conflans, marechal 
it Champagne, as having been flain in the apartment of the 
regent. — Mezeray fays the fame. Simon de Buci he dates 
as premier pceiidenti and cnobled 1369. This infolence of 
Marcel iMkji^ats under the year 1358, and the kiogofNafi 
varre^s eli^^ from prifon 1357* 
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CHAP. CLXXVII. 

3BY what means the king of NAVARRE ESCAPES 

OUT OF PRISON. 

gHORTLY after thfe happened, the lord John 
de Piquigny and fome other knights, through 
the advice of the provoft of merchtats and the 
principal perfoiis of fome of the other confiderable 
towns, went to the fttong caftle of Alleres * in 
Pailleul, fituated in Picardy, where the king of 
Navarre was imprifoned, under the guard of fir 
Triftan du Bois. Thefe gentlemen brought fuch 
certain and aflured tokens to the governor that he 
allowed them to watch the opportunity when fir 
Triftan fhould be abfent, fo that by their means the 
king of Navarre was delivered out of his prifon, , 
and carried by them, with great joy, to Amiens, 
where he was gladly and honourably received. 

He difinounted at the houfe of a canon, who was 
much attached to him, whofe name was the lord 
Guy Kyrec. The king was condufted thither by 
lord John de Piquigny, and he' remained with the 
ranon fifteen days, until he had completed his 
equipage, and was aflured of the duke of Nor- 
mandy's difpofitions ; for the provoft of merchants, 
who much loved him, obtained by intreaties hii 

-■'I ■ ■ ' » I. ■ I . . !■ I — i— — 

♦ Q^ if not* Allery, which is a town in Picardy, near to 
Amiens. It was faid before, that the caftle of Crevecoeur 
was his prifon. — Barnes fays it was Arleiix, a town in the 
diocefe of Cambray, between Cambray and Douay. 
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pardon from the duke, as well as from his fellow- 
citizens at Paris. 

Upon this, the king of Navarre was efcorted to 
Paris by the lord John de Piquigny and others 
citizens of Amiens, where he was gladly feen by 
all forts of people : even the duke of Nonoaody 
entertained him ; for it was neceffary he ihould do 
fo, as the provoft and his fadlion had exhorted him 
to it ; and the duke diflembled his own inclina- 
tions, to comply with thofe of the provoft and the 
Parifians, 



CHAP. CLXXVIII. 



THE KING OF NAVARRE MAKES A SOLEMN HA- 
RANGUE TO THE PARISIANS. - 

TX/'HEN the king of Navarre had been fome time 
in Paris, he collefted an affembly of all fcMts 
of people; prelates, knights and the ftudents at 
the univerfity. He made to them a very long and 
fludied harangue in Latin. The duke of Nor- 
mandy was likewife prefent. He complained of 
the grievances and ills he had unjuftly fuflfered, 
and faid, that no one could poffibly entertain a 
doubt but that his fole wifli muft be to live and die 
defending the realm and crown of France. 

It was his duty fo to do ; for he was defcended 
from it, in a diredt line, both by father and mor 
therj and by his words he* gave them to imder- 
ftand, that if he chofe to challenge the realm and 
crown of France for himfelf, he could fhew that 

8 . his 
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•his right to them was inconteftably ftronger than 
that of the king ofiEngland. 

It muft be obferved, that he was heard with 
-great attention, and much commended. Thus, by 
little and little, he won the hearts of the Parifians, 
who loved and refpefted him more than they did 
the regent duke of Normandy* Many other cities 
and towns in France followed this example : but, 
notwithftanding all the love and affeftion which 
the provoft of merchants and the Parifians fhewed 
to the king of Navarre, the lord Philip de Navarre 
would not be feduced by it, or confent to come to 
Paris. He faid, that in commonalties there was 
neither dependance nor union, except in the de- 
ftruftion of every thing good. 



CHAP. CLXXIX. 



THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE INFAMOUS JAC- 
QUERIE OF BEAUVOISIS. 

COON after the deliverance of the king of Nar- 
varre out of prifon, a marvellous and great 
tribulation befel the kingdom of France, in Beau- 
^ voifis. Brie, upon the river Mame, in the Laon- 
nois and in the neighbourhood of SoifTons. Some 
of the inhabitants of the country towns aflembled 
together in Beauvoifis, without any leader: they 
were not at firft more than one hundred men. 
They faid, that the . nobles of the kingdom of 
France^ knights and fquires, ^ere a difgrace to it^ 
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and that it woiild be a very meritorious aO: to de*- 
ftroy them all : to which propofition every one 
affented, as a truth, iind added, fhame befal him 
that fliould be the means of preventing the gentle- 
men from being 'Vi^holly deftroyed. 

They then, without further council, collefted 
themfelves in a body, and with no other arms than 
the ftaves fhod with iron, which fome had, and 
others with knives, marched to the houfe of a 
knight who lived near, and breaking it open, mur- 
dered the knight, his lady and all the children, 
both great and fmall : they then burnt the houfe. 

After this, their fecond expedition was to the 
ftrong caftle of another knight, which they took, 
and, having tied him to a ftake, many of them 
violated his wife and daughter before his eyes : 
they then murdered the lady, her daughter and 
the other children, and laft of all the knight him- 
felf, with much cruelty. They deftroyed and burnt 
his caftle. 

They did the like to many caftles and handfome 
houfes ; and, their numbers increafed fo much, 
that they Were in a fhort time upwards of fix thou- 
fand : wherever they went, they received additions, 
for all of their rank in life followed them, whilft 
every one elfe fled, carrying off with them their 
ladies, damfels and children ten oy twenty leagues 
diftant, where they thought they could place them 
in fecurity, leaving their houfes, with all their - 
riches in them. 

Thefe lacked people, without leader and with — 
out arms, plundered and burnt all the houfes thef^ 

cam 
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came to, murdered every gentleman, and violate4 
every lady and damfel they could find. He who 
committed the moil atrocious addons, and fuch a$ 
no human creature would have imagined, was the 
moft applauded, and confidered as the greateft man 
among theitU I dare not write the horrible and 
inconceivable atrocities they committed on the perr. 
fons of the ladies. 

Among other infamous aflis, they murdered a 
knight ; and, having fattened him to a fpit, roafted 
him before the eyes of his wife and his children, 
and, after ten or twelve had violated her, they 
forced her to eat fome of her huiband's flefli, and 
then knocked her brains out. 

They had chofen a king among them, who came 
from Clermont in Beauvoifis : he was eleded as 
the worit of the bad, and they denominated him 
James Goodman *• 

Thefe wretches burnt and deftroyed in the 
country of Beauvoifis, and at Corbie, Amiens and 
Montdidier, upwards of fixty good houfes and 
ilrong caftles. By the afts of fuch traitors in the 
country of Brie and thereabout, it behoved every 
lady, knight and fquire, having the means of efcape, 
to fly to Meaux, if they wiflied to preferve them- 
felves from being infulted, and afterwards mur- 
dered. The duchefs of Normandy, the duchefs of 
Orleans, and many other ladies had adopted this 
Courfe to fave themfelves from violation. 

* Jacques Bon Homme. 
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Thefe curfed people thus fupported themfelves 
in the countries between Paris, Noyon and Soiffons, 
and in all the territory of Coucy in the county of 
Valois. In the biflioprics of Noyons, Laon and 
Soiffons, there were upwards of one hundred 
caftles and good houfes of knights and fquires de- 
ftroyed. 



CHAP. CLXXXI. 



THE KING OF NAVARRE DEFEATS MANY OF THESE 
VILLAINS IN BEAUVOISIS. THE PROVOST OF 
MERCHANTS BUILDS A WALL ROUND PARIS, 

TX/'HEN the gentlemen of Beauvoifis, Corbie, 
Vermandois, and of the lands where thefe 
wretches were affociated, faw to what lengths their 
madnefs had extended, they fent for fuccour to their 
friends in Flanders, Hainault and Bohemia : from 
which places numbers foon came, and united them- 
felves with the gentlemen of the qquntry. 

They begail therefore to kill and deftroy thefe 
wretches wherever they met them, and hung them 
up by troops on the neareft trees. The king of 
Navarre even deftroyed in one day, near Clermont 
in Beauvoifis, upwards of three thoufand : but they 
wer.e by this time fo much increafed in number, 
that had they been altogether, they would have 
amounted to more than one hundred thoufand. 
When they were afced for what reafon they afted 
fo wickedly ; they replied, th^ knew not, but they 

did 



did fo becaufe they faw others do it; and they 
thought that by this means they fhould deftroy all 
the nobles and gentlemen in the world. 

At this period, the duke of Normandy, fufpeding 
the king of Navarre, the provofl of merchants and 
thofe of his faction, for they were always unanimous 
in their fentiments, fet out from Paris, and went to 
the bridge at Charenton upon Mame, where he 
iffued a fpecial fummons for the attendance of the 
crown vaffals, and fent a defiance to the provofl 
of merchants, and to all thofe who fhould fupport 
him* 

The provofl, being fearful he would return in 
the night-time to Paris (which was then iminclofed), 
coUefted as many workmen as poflible from all 
parts, and employed them to make ditches quite 
round Paris, He alfo furrounded it by a wall with 
ftrong gates. For the fpace of one year, thete 
were three hundred workmen daily employed ; the 
expence of which was equal to maintaining an 
army, I mufl fay, that to furround, with a fufficient 
defence, fuch a city as Paris was an aft of greater 
utility than any provofl of merchants had ever 
done before ; for otherwife it would have been 
plundered and deflroyed feveral times by the diffe- 
rent fadions. • 
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CHAP. CLXXXII. 

THE BATTLE OF MEAUX IN BRIE, WHERE THfi 
VILLAINS ARE DISCOMFITED BY THE EARL OF 
FOIX AND THE CAPTAL QF BUgH. 

AT the time thefe wicked men were ovemmning 
the country, the earl of Foix and his coufin 
the captal of Buch were returning firora a croifade 
in Pruffia *. They were informed, on their enters 
ing France, of the diftrefs the nobles were in ; and 
they learnt at the city of Chalons, that the duchefs 
of Normandy, the duchefs of Orleans, and three 
hundred other ladies, under the protefUon of the 
duke of Orleans, were fled to Meaux on account 
of thefe difturbances. 

The two knights refolved to go to the affiftance 
of thefe ladies, and to reinforce them with all their 
might, notwithftanding the captal was attached to 
the Englifli ; but at that rime there was a truce be- 
tween the two kings. They might have in their 
company about fixty lances. 

They were inofl cheerfully received, on their 
arrival at Meaux, by the ladies and damfels ; for 
thefe Jacks and peafants of Brie had heard what 
nifinber of ladies, married and unmarried, and 
young children df quality, were in Meaux : they 



* Barnes fays, that the Ibrd Faiiconherg was with them, 
and quotes Dugdale, vol. ii. p. 4. ; but I do not fee that he 
mentions any thing relative to this tftattcrj, except ^hat if 
made a voyage to the Holy Land^ 

had 
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had united themfelves with thofe of Valois^ and 
were on their road thither. 

On the other hand, thofe of Paris had alfo been 
informed of the treafures Meaux contained, and 
' had fet out from that place in crowds : having met 
the others, they amounted together to nine thou- 
&nd men : their forges were augmenting every ftep 
they advanced. 

They came to the gates of the town, which the 
inhabitants opened to them, and allowed thein to 
enter : they did fo in fuch numbers that all the 
ftreets were quite filled, as far as the market-place, 
which is tolerably ftrong, but it required to be 
guarded, though the river Marne nearly (unrounds 
it. The noble dames who were lodged there, fee- 
ing fuch multitudes rufhing towards them, were 
exceedingly frightened. On this, the two lords ' 
and their company advanced to the gate of the 
market-place, which they had opened, and march-! 
ing under the bs^nners of the earl of Foix and duke 
of Orleans, and the pennon of the captal of Buch, 
polled themfelves in front pf this peafantry, who 
were badly armed. 

When thefe banditti perceived fuch a troop of 
gentlemen, fq well equipped, fally forth to guard 
the marketrplace, the foremoft of them began to 
fell back. The gentlemen then followed them, 
ufing their lances and fwords. When they felt the 
weight of their blows, they, through fear, turned 
jtbout fo faft, they fell one over the other. All 
manner of armed perfons then ruflied out of the 
Jjarriers, drove them before them, ftriking them 

dowA 
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down like beafts, and cleai-ing the town of them ; 
for they kept neither regularity nor order, flaying 
fo many that they were tired. They flung them 
in great heaps into the river. In fhort, they killed 
upwards of feven thoufand. Not one would have 
efcaped, if they had chofen to purfue them further. 

On the return of the men at arms, they fet fire 
to the town of Mcaux, burnt it ; and all the pea- 
fants they could find were fhut up in it, becaufe 
they had been of the party of the Jacks. Since 
this difcomfiture which happened to them at Meaux, 
they never coUefted again in any great bodies ; for 
the young Enguerrand de Coucy * had plenty of 
gentlemen under his orders, who deftroyed them, 
wherever they could be met with, without mercy t» 



* Enguerrand Je Coucy — was one of the hoftages given hj 
France to England, at the treaty for the liberty of king 
John. 

Edward, to attach him to his interefl:> married him to 
Ifabella his fecond daughter, and gave him very large pof- 
fcffions in England. He- eredled the barony of Bedford into 
aj} earldom in his favour. 

For further particulars relating to Enguerrand de Coucy, 
fee M. de Zurlauben^s memoir, in the xxvth vol. of the Me- 
moires de I'Academie des Infcriptions, p. i68. 

f Barnes fays, that * their captain, James the Goodnian» 
being here taken alive, was fent to the dauphin, who^ under- 
ftanding that he had affumed the name of a king, caufed 
him to be crowned with a trevet, or the three-legged frame 
of an iron fkeUet, red hot, and fo to be hanged, in requital 
for all his barbarous cruelties.' 
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CHAP. CLXXXIIT. 

PARIS B£SI£0£D BY THE DUKE OF KORMAKDT, 

REGENT OF FRANCE. 

^ OT long after this event, the duke of Normandy 
aflembled many noblemen and gentlemen, as 
well thofe of his own kingdom as from the emjnre 
by means of fubfidies. .They might amomit, in 
the whole, to more than three thoufand lances* 
With this force he marched to lay fiege to Paris, 
towards the fuburbs of St. Antoine, along the river 
Seine. He took up his quarters at St. Maur *, and 
encamped his army in that neighbourhood j whence 
he made excurfions with it every day towards Paris. 
Sometimes the duke refided at Charenton, at others 
at St. Maur. 

Nothing could enter Paris, by land or water, on 
that fide ; for the duke had poffeflion of the two 
rivers, Miame and Seine : his people had burnt all 
the villages roimd Paris, which were not inclofed, 
in order to chaftife more feverely the Parifians. 
Paris itfelf would have been deftroyed if it had 
not been fortified, as before related ; and no one 
dared to enter or f o out of it, for fear of the duke's 
army, who fcoured both fides of the Seine as thejr 
pleafed, for none ventured to oppofe them. 

The provoft of merchants ftill continued his at- 
tachment to the king of Navarre as ftrong as ever ; 
as did the council and commonalty of Paris ; and. 



• Probably St. Maur des FofTe?, in the ifle of France. 

as 
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as before faid, he employed people night and day 
the more ftrongly to fortify the city. He had alfo 
a large body of nien at arms, Navarre foldiers and 
Englifh archers, and other companions with him. 
There were among the inhabitants fome very de- 
termiued and able men, fuch as John Maillart, his 
iDrother Symon, and many of their relations, by 
whom he was very much difliked on account of his 
hatred to the duke of Nopiandy ; but the provoft 
had attached to himfelf fuch a ftrong party, that 
no one dar^d to contradict him, unlefs he wiihed 
to be murdered without mercy. 

The king of Navarre, who was acquainted with 
all this variance between the duke of Nojmandy 
and the Parifians, juftly imagined, that things could 
pot long contjinue in their prefent ftate ; nor had 
he any very great confidence in the commonalty of 
Paris : he therefore quitted Paris as handfomely as 
lie could, and went to St. Denis, where there was 
a large body of men at arms in the pay of thq, 
Parifians. 

In this pofition, the king remained for fix weeks^ 
and the duke at Char^nton. The two armies piU 
laged and ruined the country on all fides. 

The arghbifliop of Sens, the bifliop of Auxerre, 
the bifliop of Beauvais, the lord of Montmorency, 
the lord of Fiennes and the lord de St. Venant,. 
undertook to mediate between them. They ma-* 
naged fo wifely with both parties, that the king of 
Navarre, of his own free will and accord, went tq 
the.duke, his brother-in-law, atCharenton, and made 
excufes for having given him caufe of fufpicjop. . 

Firft, 
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Firft, for the death of the two marflials md raaft 
ter Simon de Buci ; alfo for the infult which the 
provoft of the merchants had oflFered to him in his 
own palace at Paris, which he fwore had been done 
without his, knowledge. He promifed the duke to 
remain with him at all events, during this expedi- 
tion* Upon this peace was made between them. 
The king of Navarre added, that he would have the 
Parifians correded for the evil deeds they had com- 
mitted. 

The commonalty were to be included in this 
peace ; but the duke was to have the provoft of the 
merchants delivered up to ^him, and twelve of the 
citizens, according to his choice, to punilh in what 
manner he fliould think beft. 

Thefe things being fettled, the king of Navarre 
returned to St. Denis, and the duke went to Meaux 
in Brie-, where he difmiffed his army. 

Some of the citizens of Paris, to whom the treaty 
had given more freedom to fpeak their minds, in* 
treated the duke to return to Paris, in all fecurity, 
and that they would pay him every honor in their 
power. 

The duke anfwered, * that he fhould confider the 
peace as good, having fwom to it ; that it fliould 
never, with God's permiflion, be infringed by him ; 
but that he would never again enter Paris, unlefe 
he had fatisfa£Uon from thofe who had infulted 
him.* 

The provoft of the merchants, and thofe of his 
faction, frequently vifited the king of Navarre at St. 
Deiiis : they remonftrated with him on the indigna- 
tion 
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lion oi^ttie duke, which they had incurred on his 
account (for they had delivered him out of prifpn 
and brought him to Paris), and that in the name of 
God, they would not place any confidence in the 
duk^, nor in his council. 

The king replied ; * Be affured, gentlemen and 
friends, that you fliall not fuflfer any ills without my 
partaking of them ; and, as you have at prefent the 
government of Paris, I would advife you to provide 
yourfelves with gold and filver, fo that, if there 
ihould be any neceffity, you may know where to find 
it, and fend it confidentially here to me at St. 
Denis, trufting to my faith : I will take good care 
of it, and will keep fecretly a body of men at arms, 
and other companions, with whom, in cafe of need, 
you may make war upon your enemies.* 

The provoft of the merchants followed this ad- 
vice ; and, thrice every week afterwards, he con- 
duced two horfes laden with florins to the king of 
Navarre at St Denis, who moft cheerfully received 
them. 



CHAP. CLXXXIV. 

»OMB PARISIANS ARE SLAIN AT ST. CLOUD, BY 
. THE ENGLISH WHO HAD BEEN SOLDIERS IN 
PARIS. 

TTHERE had remained in Paris a great number of 

the Englifh and Navarre foldiers, whom the pro- 

voit\and commonalty of Paris had in their pay, to 

affift 
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affifl: them againft the duke of Normandy, and very 
loyally and well had they ferved them during the 
time the war lafted. 

When the treaty was concluded between the 
duke and the Parifians, fome of thefe foldiers left 
Paris, others remained. Thofe that quitted it went 
to the king of Navarre, who retained them all, but 
there were left behind in Paris about three hundred, 
who enjoyed themfelves, and fpent their money 
cheerfully. There happened, however a quarrel 
between them and the inhabitants, when upwards 
of fixty Englifh were flain. The provofl was ex- 
ceedingly angry at this, and blamed the Parifians 
highly ; but, to appeafe the commonalty, he feized 
one hundred and fifty of the Englifli, whom he con- 
fined over three gates, and told the Parifians, who 
were fo much incenfed that they wanted to murder 
them, that he* would have them punifhed, according 
to their deferts, which fatisfied them. 

When night came, the provoft fet them at liberty 
to go where they pleafed : they went to St. Denis 
to the king of Navarre, who accepted their fer- 
vices. • 

In the morning, when the Parifians found that 
the Englifh were let out of prifon, they were much 
enraged ajgainft the provoft ; but he, who was a 
prudent and wife man,' knew well how to diflemble 
what part he had in it, and to turn it off, fo that it 
was foon forgotten. 

When thefe foldiers, Englifh and Navarrois, were 
all coUeded together at St. Denis, they were up* 
wards of three hundred. They refolved to be rea» 

venged 
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tenged for the murder of their companions and th* 
• infults they themfelves had fuftained. They firft 
fent a challenge to the Parifians, and then made war 
upon them, cutting off and flaying all thofe who 
iffued out of the town, fo that no one dared to ven- 
ture beyond the gates. 

The provoft of the merchants was, upon this, 
required to arm a part of the commonalty, and take 
the field, for they were defirous of fighting ,thefe 
Englifli. He complied with their requeft, and faid 
he would accompany them. He armed, therefore, 
a body of the Parifians, and marched out, to the 
number of twelve hundred, who, when they were 
in the plains, where informed that the Englifh they 
were in fearch of were in the neighbourhood of St. 
Cloud. Upon this intelligence, they divided them- 
felves in two bodies, and took feparate roads. 
Thefe two parties were on their march all that day 
round Montmartre, but did not meet their enemies. 

It chanced that the provoft had the fmalleft divi- 
fion, and, after fearching all about, entered Paris 
by St. «Martin*s gate, without having done any 
thing. The other divifion, who were ignorant of 
the return of the provoft, kept the field until vefpers, 
when they began their retreat, but without any re* 
gular order, like thofe who did not look for or ex- 
pert any hindrance. They came back in crowds 
quite fatigued ; fome carried their helmets in their 
hands, others flung them round their necks ; fome 
dragged their fwords after them on the ground, 
while others hung theirs on their ftioulders. They 
had taken their road fo as to enter Paris by the gate 

of 
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of St. Honor€ *, when fuddenly they came upon the 
Englifh, to the amount of four hundred^ in a hoU 
low road) who, upon feeing them, began to fliout, 

* Here are the Frenchmen !' and fell upon them, 
which made them fly in every direftion. At the 
firft onfet, there were upwards of two hundred 
Qverthrox^n. Th» French, who had not kept any 
order in their march, were fo much aftoniflied that 
they never thought of rallying, but made the beft 
of their way to efcape, and were killed in their flight 
like fo many flieep. There were upwards of fix 
hundred flain in this purfuit : they were followed 
even beyond the barriers of Paris. 

•The commonalty of Paris threw all the blame of 
this accident on the provoft of the merchants, and 
laid that he had betrayed them. On the next mor- 
mng, the near relations and friends of thofe that 
had been flain iflued out of Paris with cars and carts, 
to feek for the bodies of the dead to bury them : but 
the Englifli had placed an ambufcade near the field 
of battle, when they killed and wounded more than 
fix fcore of them. 

The Parifians were thrown into great trouble and 
difmay, for they did not know whom to truft. 
They were night and day under much alarm, for 
the king of Navarfe was grown cold in his proffered 
ailiftance to fupport them, on account of the peace 
which he had fwom to the duke of Normandy, and 
jftlfo for the outrage which the Parifians had com- 

• • I ' ll . I ■ I , I ■ ■■ I I , .1 ..III ■ ■ , 

* At that peviod, the gate of St. Honore was near the 
Qiiinze Vingts.— iWip««V« de P Academies toxa. xvii. p. 696. 

VoJU n. D d mitted 
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mitted on the EngliCi foldiers : he connived, ther^ 
fore, at the chaftifeinent they had received. 

On the other hand, the duke of Normandy was 
much enraged, that the provoft of the merchants 
ihould ftill keep the government of Paris. The pro- 
voft and his faftion were not quite at their eafe ; for 
the Parifians, as they were well informed, de^ed 
them exceedingly. 



CHAP. CLXXXV. 



THE DEATH OF THE PROVOST OF THE MER- 
CHANTS OF PARIS. 

'T'HE provoft and thofe of his party held many 
fecret councils among themfelves, to confider 
in what manner they could beft keep their authority; 
They knew they fliould not find mercy from the 
duke of Normandy, whofe general anfwer to the 
Parifians was, that he would never make peace with 
them, until twelve perfons from Paris fliouId be 
given up to him, according to his choice, fbr^m 
to deal with as he pleafed. 

This declaration had very much alarmed the pro* 
voft and his friends; they thought it preferable to re- 
main alive in good profperify than to be deftroyed, 
and that it was much better to flay than to be flain. 
They entered, therefore, into a fecret treaty with the 
Englifli, to continue on the war againft Paris. It 
was agreed upon between them, that the provoft 
and his friends fhould be pofted over the gates of St. 

Honore 
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tifonord and St. Anthony, fb that the Englifli and 
Navarrois might together enter Paris, at midnight, 
properly prepared to ruin and deftroy the town, 
except fuch parts where fignals fhould be placed at 
Ae doors or windows : . wherever this fignal was not 
found, they were to put men and women to the 
iword. 

The night on which this enterprife was to take 
place, God fhewed his mercy to fome of the citizens 
who had always been attached to the duke, that is 
to fay, John Maillart, his brother Symon, and 
many others, who by divine infpiration (as one 
may well fuppofe it) gained information that Paris 
was to be facked and deftroyed. 

They therefore armed themfelves fecretly, made 
sdl their party do the fame, and whifpered their fuf- 
pidons abroad, in order to acquire more help. 
They all came properly armed, a little befoi*e mid- 
night, to the gate of St. Anthony, where they found 
the provoft of the merchants with the keys of the 
gate in his hand* 

Upon this, John Maillart faid to him, calling him 
by his name ; * Stephen, what do you do here at 
this time of night ?* The provoft replied ; * John, 
why do you afk it ? I am here to take care of, and 
to guard the city, of which I have the government/ 
* By God,* anfwered John, * things Ihall not go on 
to : you are not here at this * hour for any good, 
which I will now fliew you,' addrefling himfelf to 
thofe near him ; * for fee how he has got the keys 
of the gate in his hand, to betray the city.' The 
provoft faid, * John, you lie.' John replied, * It is 

D d 2 you. 



404 

you, Stephen who lie ;* and rulhing on him, cried 
to his people, ^ Kill them, kill them : now {bike 
home, for they are all traitors/ 

There was a very great buftle ; and the provoft 
would gladly have efcaped, but John ftruckhim 
fuch a blow with his axe on the head, that he fel« 
led him to the ground, although he was his com* 
rade, and never left him until he had killed him* 
Six others, who were prefent, were alfo killed : thi^ 
remainder were carried to prifon. They then put 
themfelves in motion, and awakened every one in 
the different ftreets of Paris* 

John Maillart and his party went to the gate of 
St. Honore, where they found thofe of the provoft*« 
faction, whom they accufed of treafon, and whofe 
excufes were of no avail. Many of them were 
taken, and fent to different prifons : thofe who 
would not fuffer themfelves to be made prifonerSi 
were flain without mercy. 

This fame night, all thofe who were inculpated 
in the treafon, for which the provofl: had been flain 
were taken in their beds ; for thofe who had been 
lent to prifon had confeffed the feft. 

On the morrow morning, John Maillart aflem* 
bled the greater part of the commonalty of Paris iff 
the market-place ; where, having mounted a fcaf^i 
fold, he explained, in general teims, his reafois 
for having killed the provoft of the merchants. All 
thofe who had been of the faSion of the provoft 
were then condemned to die by the elders of tl^ 
commonalty, and were accordingly executed with 
various tortures. 

Thefe 
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Thefe things done, John Maillart, who was much 
in the Paridans favor^ and fome of the elders attach* 
ed to him, fent Symon Maillart and two mafters ill 
Parliament, fir John Alphonfo and mafter John 
Paftorel, to the duke of Normandy who refided at 
Charenton, 

They related to the duke the event that had hap- 
pened in Paris, and befought him to return thither 
to dire£t and counfel the city henceforwards, as all 
his adrerfaries were flain. The duke replied, that 
he would willingly comply with their requeft. He 
accordingly came to Paris, attended by fir Arnold 
d'Andreghen, the lord of Roye, with many other 
knights, and took up his lodging in the Louvre*. 

CHAP. 

■ » i r ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ . . 

* All this chapter I have tranflated from my copy print- 
ed on vellum> which is conformable to Denys Sauvage's edi* 
ttooi and to lord Bemer's tranilation : butt on comparing it 
with two of my raanufcripts, there is a very great difference : 
they are'perfeftly fimilar in the text to the three manufcripts 
mentioned by M. Dacier, in his memoir, * To whom ough^ 
to be attributed the glory of the revolution which faved Paris 
doring the captivity of king John f Memoira de VAcademie da 
fnfcnptlontj ice, vol. xliii. p. 565. 

M. Dacier proves very clearlyt that John Maillart, to far 
from being the hero who faved his country, was a rebel, an^ 
Vonne<5)ed with the provofl : that the regent, on that iucamiif 
confifcated the property which John Maillart had in the coun- 
ty, of Dampmartin, and gave to John de Chaftillon, earl of 
Porcien, and his heirs forever, on account of the fervices he 
bad rendered, and was ftlll rendering to the king, a rent 
charge of five hundred livres of this conHfcated property in 
Dampmartin and elfewhere — Extradedfrom theTrefbrdes 
Chartres— Regiftro S6, piece 142. 

M. Dacier continues: ' If this piece fbould leave any doubts 

D d 3 upon 
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CHAP. CLXXXVI. 

THE KING OF NAVARRE DECLARES WAR AGAINS1» 
FRANCE, THE FRENCH KING BEING AT TH|! 
TIME A PRISONER IN ENGLAND. 

TI/^HEN the king of Navarre was informed of the 

death of his great friend the provoft of th^ 

jjierchants, and of thofe who were attached to him, 



upon the want of exadlpefs ii^ the narratioii of Froiffart, \ 
hope to be able to fliew, that the commonly-received narra- 
tion is not the true text- 1 believe I have found this text &i 
three manufcripts in the king's library, two of which are pcr^ 
haps the moft ancient and authentic that exift in any library. 
One, numbered 8318, has a date, which marks its age; 
upon one of the leaves of vellumi at the beginnings Is writ* 
ten ; 

* This is a part of the chronicles done by roafter JoKa 
Frolflart, a Hainaulter, from the time of king Charles IV, 
of the wars between France and England: which chroniv 
clc^' miller William Boifracier, maftcr of requeds of the 
kirg's palace, one of his counfellors, and counfellor alio 
to ihe duke of Berry his lord, gave to the aforefaid duke 
his lord, in his hotel de Neelle, the 8th day of November^ 
in the year 1407.* — Signed Flamel- 

* The manufcript cannot be later than this date : and one 
may fee by the fignature of W. Boifratier, which is on a leaf 
of parchment pa(ied on the infide of the cover, that he had 
been owner of it fome time before he prefented it to the duke 
of Beiry ; fo that it may, without diflSculty, be eftimated as 
haying been written the latter end of the 14th century. 

'The fecond manufcript is fo perfedly conformable to the 
firft in the quality of the vellum, the colour of the ink, and 
the form of the letters, that it plearly belongs to the fame 

M. Dacier 
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he was forely vexed ; for the provoft had always 
been very favourable to his defigns. And becaufe, 
he had the reputation of bang the chief caufe of 

the 

* ■ . . ... . I , -■ . II w 

M. Dacier does not believe thefe manufcripts copied from 
the fame original, nor from each other. He then goes oa to 
the 

* Third manufcript, numbered 6760, which is lefs ancient. 
It appears to have been written towards the middle of the 
15th centary* In comparing it with the two preceding* I 
have found ibme differences that prove it is not a copy from 

•them. This forms a third teftimony in favour of the new 
tex tof FroiiTart. As this text has never been publifliedy I (hall 
tranfcribe the whole chapter* except the firft twenty lines, in 
which the hiftorian lays down the plan of the confpiracy of 
Marcel fimilar to what is in the printed editions.* 

* That very night which was to difclofe all this mifchief 
(that is to fay, the deftrudion of Paris), God infpired and 
alarmed fome of the citizens of Paris who were and ever had 
been attached to the duke of Normandy ; of whom fir Pepin 
des EfFarts and fir John de Charny were the leaders ; and 
thefe were, as we may fuppofe, informed by divine infpiration 
that Paris was to be overrun and deftroyed- They foon armed 
themfelvesj made all thofe of their party do the fame, and 
iccretly fpread abroad their intelligence in di£Ferent quartersy 
that they might have more affiftance. 

* This fir Pepin then fet out, with many other determined 
companionsy well armed. Sir Pepin difplayed the banner of 
France, crying out, Au Rot, and Au Duc^ followed by crowds 
of people, until they came to the gate of St. Anthony, where* 
they found the provoft of the merchants, holding the keys in 
his hands. 

' John Maillart was likewife there, who, having had tbut 
day a difpute with the provoft and with Jofleran de Mafcpny 
had joined the party of the duke of Normandy. - 

' * The provoft was feverely taunted by words and argu- 
fpents ; and there was fuch a noife made by the crowd, that 

D d 4 fcarcely 
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the provoft*s treafons^ the lord Philip de Navarre^ 
who at that time was at St. Denis with him, advifed 
him, as he could not fee any means of getting clear 

of 



fcarcely any tiling could be heard : they kept crying out, 
' Kill thtnif kill them i kill the provoft df the merchants 
and his allies, for they are all traitors.* There was a great 
tumult } and the provofl, who was (landing on the fteps of 
the fort of St. Anthony> would wilfingly have efcapedi but 
he was fo befet that he could not. Sir John de Charny 
firuck him to the ground by a blow of his battle axe on the 
head. He was then attacked by matter Peter Fouace and 
others^ who never quitted him until he was dead, as well 
as fix of his party; among whom were Philip Gui£Fartt 
John de Lille, John Foiret, Simon le Paonnier and Giles 
Marcel. Many more were taken, and fent to prifbn* 
They then made fearch in all the (Ireets of Paris, put the 
town in a (late of fecurity, and kept a (Irong guard all that 
night. 

* You muft know, that as foon as the provoft of the 
merchants and the others had been (lain or made prifoners^ 
which happened on Tuefday, the lad day of July 13589 in 
the afternoon^ me(rengers were fent in hade to carry this 
news to the duke of Normandy, at that time at Meauz^ 
which gave him, and not without reafont great pleafure. 

* He made preparations for his journey to Paris ; buty 
before his arrival, Jofleran de Mafcon^ who was treaibrer 
to the king of Navarret and Charles TouiTaCf (heriff of PariPt 
who had been made prifoners, were executed in the fquare 
of the Greve, by having their heads cut off, becaufe they 
liad been traitors, and were of the provod's party* 

* The body of the provoft and of thofe that had been flain 
with him, were dragged into the court of the church of St^ 
Catherine du Val des Ecoliers, and, naked as they were, ex- 
tended before the crofs in that courtf and left there a confi* 
derable time for the view of all thofe that chofe it I they 
were afterward thrown into the river Seine. 

• The 
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t>f this fui^icion, to declare war agaihfl: the king* 
dom of France. 

He fent his challenge to the duke of Normandy^ 
to the Parifians, and to the whole realm of France. 

* The duke of Normandy» who had ient a fufficiency of 
ftien at arms to Paris» to defend and reinforce it agaiaft the 
£ngliih and Navarrois^ who were in the neighbourhood 
continually harading it» fet out from Meaux, where he then 
redded, and came with fpeed to Paris, attended by a noble 
and numerous efcort of men at arms. He was receiv^ed by 
the good town of Paris, and by all perfons with great joy> 
when he difmounted at the Louvre. John Maillort was at 
that time near his perion, and much in his grace and favor { 
and, to fay the truth, he was then very deferving of it| a$ 
you have heard related above, notwithdanding Ke had been 
formerly, as it was faid« one of the allies of the provoft of 
the merchants. 

* Shortly afterward, the duke fent for the duchefs of Nof^ 
jnandy his wife> and all the ladies who had for Come time 
taken refuge at Meaux iu Brie. When they came to Paris, 
the duchefs*^ alighted at the h6tel of the duke, which had 
been the h6tel de St. Pol, whither he had retiredf and 
iprhere he had remained for a condderable time*' 

M. Dacier then adds : 

< This is the new reading I announcedf and which ap- 
Ipears to me far preferable to the common one, becaufe it 
luiites the double advantage of coming from the moft au-> 
thentic manufcripts we know, and of agreeing much better 
than the printed copies, as well with the contemporary hif* 
torians, as with the other monuments of the times, to which 
It may ferv/s both as a commentary and fupplement/ 

I ihall refer the reader, for further proofs that John 
Maillart was not the hero who faved Paris, to the memoir 
of M. Dacier, in the xliiid vol. of the Memoirs of the Aca* 
4cff^J of Infcriptions, &c. 

He 
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He quitted St« Denis, and his peoj^e overran the 
whole country, plundering it as far as Melun fur 
Seine*, .\yhere the queen Blanche his filter, the 
widpw of king Philip, refided. That lady received 
him cheerfully, and gave up to him every thing (he 
|)oireired. 

The king of Navarre made this town and caftlc 
his principal garrifon. He collefted men at arms 
from all parts, and foldiers from Brabant, Ger- 
many, Hainault, Bohemia. People every where 
came willingly to ferve under him ; for he paid 
them largely out of the treafures he had amaffed, 
through the means of the provoft of merchants, 
from the jcity of Paris, as well as from the neigh- 
jpouring towns. 

The lord Philip de Navarre withdrew his forces 
to Mantes t and MeulanJ, upon the river Seine, 
where he pofted garrifons. Every day their forces 
were iiicreafed by thofe who were defirous of getting 
money. 

In this manner did the king of Navarre begin 
his war upon the kingdom of France ; which was 
efpecially diredled againft the city of Paris, for he 
was mafter of the three rivers, the Seine, Mame 
^ndOife. 

* Melun, — an ancient town in the ifle of France, ten 
leagues and a half from Paris, 

f Mantes, — In the ifle of France, capital of the Mantois> 
fourteen leagues from Paris. 

X Meulan, or Meullent,— in the ifle of Frs^ice, four leases 
from Mantes, ten from Paris. 

The 
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The Navarrois multiplied fo fall, that they tool; 
the ftrong town of Creil * : they were befides the 
mailers of the river Olfe, and the ftrong caftle of 
Herielle t, three leagues diftant from Amiens, and 
afteiVards of Mauconfeil J. 

The capture of thefe three fortreffes was the 
caufe of innumerable ills to the realm of France. 
There were at leaft fifteen hundred combatants who 
were overrunning the country, without any attempt 
made to oppofe them. They foon fpread farther, 
and took, fliortly afterward, the caftle of St. Vai 
lery § , of which they made a very ftrong garrifon. 
Sir William de Bonnemarc and John de Segures || 
;virere governors of it. They had under them full 
five hundred fighting men, with whom they fcoured 
^he country as far as Dieppe and Abbeville, along 
the fea^coaft, to the gates of Crotoy, Roye and- 
3M[ontreuil-fur-mer. 

Thefe Navarrois, \^henever they had determined 
to take a caftle, whatever its fljrength might be^ 
never failed of fucceeding. They frequently made 
^curfions of thirty leagues in a night, and fell 

• Creil, — a town in the ifle of France, on the Oifc, twenty 
leagues and a half from Amtens> ten leagues and a half 
from Paris. 

f La Herielle,— a village of Picardy, in the elefUon of 
Montdidier, near Breteuil. 

X Q^if not Maucourt, which is a village of Picardy, near 
Noyon* 

§ A town in Pjcardy, at the mouth of the Somme, foot 
leagues and a half from Abbeville. 

11 Sir John Segar, an Englifhman. — Barnes* " 

upoa 
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upon. a country that never fufpefted they could 
come to them. Thus did they ruux and deftroy the 
fortreffes and caftles in the kingdom of France. 

They took pleafure to fummon knights, ladies 
and damfels, before they were out of bed, for their 
ranfoms. Sometimes they feized all they had, and 
then turned them out of doors. 

The lord Fondrigais of Navarre was chief go- 
vernor of Creil upon Oife. He gave paffports to 
thofe who wiflied to go from Paris to Noyon, or 
from Noyon to Compiegne, or from Compiegne 
to Soiffdns, or Laon, as well as to other parts in 
the neighbourhood, Thefe paflports were worth 
to him, during the time he remained at Creil, one 
hundred thoufiind livres. 

Sir John de Piquigny, who, though of Picardy^ 
was ftrongly attached to the caufe of Navarre, re* 
fided in the caftle of Herielle. His troops grievouily 
oppre&d the inhabitants of Montdidier, Arras, Pe« 
ronne, Amiens, and all that part of Picardy on the 
river Somme. 

In the caftle of Mauconfeil were three hundred 
men, under the command of Rabigeois de Dury *, 
Charles Frangnelin and Hannequin Fran9ois : they 
plundered the country all round Noyon, and all 
the large towns and raonafteries which were not 
fortified, if theu: inhabitants did not ranfom them^ 



• Bames fays, that * in Mauconfeil were three hundred 
men at arms» under thefe captains, Rabigois of Derry, an 
Irifhman,— Franklin and Hawkins, two fquires of £ngland| 
fir Robert KnoUes his comp^ions»' — ^Page 544. 

felves 
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felvcs frdm thefe captains, by paying them a certain 
number of florins weekly : on any other conditions 
they would have been burnt and deftroyed, fi3r 
thefe ruffians were very cruel to their enemies. 

From fuch caufes as thefe, the lands were un- 
cultivated ; for no one dared to till them ; fo that 
very great fcarcity foon added to the difafters under 
which the kingdom already laboured. 



CHAP. CLXXXVII. 



THB NAVARROIS ARE BESIEGED IM.THE CASTLl 
OF MAUCONSEIL, BY THE MEN OF PICARDY. 

Xl^^HEN the duke of Normandy, who refided at 
Paris, heard that thefe men at arms were de« 
ilroying the country, under the name of the king 
of Navarre, and that their numbers were daily in- 
creafing, he fent to all the principal towns in K- 
cardy and Vermandois, to require that each (hould, 
according to his proportion, fend a certain number 
of men at arms, on foot and on horfeback, to op* 
pofe the Navarrois, who were ruining the kingdom 
of which he had the government. The cities and 
chief towns willingly complied with his requeft ; 
they taxed themfelves, according to their fortunes, 
with men at arms, both horfe and foot, archers 
and crofs-bowmen. 

Thefe advanced firfl toward the good city of 
Noyon, making ftraight for the garrifon of Mau- 
cocfeil, becaufe they thought this the weakeft of 

the 
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the fortreffes of the Navarrois, and that whidh had 
mod hahifled the inhabitants of Noyon and the 
country of Vermandois, 

The bifhop of Noyon, the lord Raoul de Coucy, 
the lord de Ravenal, the lord de Chauny, the lord 
de Roye, and fir Matthew de Roye his brother, 
were the captains and leaders of thefe men at arms 
and the other troops. Thefe lords had with them 
many other knights and fquires from Picardy and 
Vermandois, who, laying fiege to Mauconfeil, made 
many aflaults on it, and hardly preffed the garrifonj 
^who, when they could not hold out much longer, 
fent to inform fir John de Piquigny of their dif» 
treffed fituation. He then refided in the caftle of 
la Herielle. All thefe garrifons and places were 
under his command. He made hafte therefore to 
fuccour his good friends in Mauconfeil, and fent 
orders privately to the garrifon of Creil, to arm- 
themfelves direftly, and to march to a certain fpot- 
which he pointed out to them ; for he meant to 
make an excurfion through the country with all 
the men at arms under his command. When they 
were all affembled, they amounted to one thbufand 
lances at leaft. They rode on, under the diredion. 
of guides, all that night, without hahing, and came 
before the caftle of Mauconfeil at day-break. There 
was fo thick a fog that morning, that they coald 
not fee the length of an acre of ground. Imme- 
diately on their arrival, they fell fuddenly on the 
French army, who, not expefting them, nor having 
a fufficient guard, were fleeping as if in perfefl! 
fafety. The Navarrois fet up their cry, and began 

ta 
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to kill and cut down both men, tents and paviliotis. 
The fkirmifh was very fharp, in fo much that the 
French had not time to arm themfelves or collefl: 
together, but ran off, as faft as they could, to* 
Noyon, which was hard by, and the Navarrois 
after them. 

Many were flain and unhorfed between Noyon 
and Orcamp *, and between Noycn and Pont I'E- 
vequef, and in that neighbourhood. The dead 
and wounded lay in heaps on the ground, on the 
highways and between the hedges. 

The purfuit lafted as far as the gates of Noyon, 
which put that town in great danger of being 
ruined ; for fome of both parties, who were there, 
have declared, that if the Navarrois had chofen, 
they might for a certainty have entered the town, 
as thofe who belonged to it were fo much fright-^ 
ened, when they returned, that they forgot, or had • 
not time to fhut the gate leading to Compiegne. 

The bifliop of Noyon was taken prifoner, near 
the barriers, and gave his word to furrender him- 
felf, or he would have been killed. On the mor- 
row, the lord Raoul de Coucy was taken, as were 
the lord Raoul de Ravenal, the lord de Chauny 
and his two fons, le borgne J de Rouvroy, the lord 
de Turte, the lord de Vendueil, the lord Anthony 
de Coudun, and full one hundred knights and 

fquires. 

- ■ ■ 

• f Villages near Noyon. 

X Q^ Borgne,— whether one eyed, or fome titJe, as captal 
or fouldtch ? 

There 
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There were upwards of fifteen hundre<J men 
flain : the greateft lofs fell upon thofe who came 
trom the city of Toumay : they fuffered much, as 
many had come irom that part. Some faid, that 
of the feven hundred which they at firft were, 
fcarcely any returned back, but all were either 
killed or taken prifoners. The garrifon of Mau* 
confeil mad^ a fally , to complete this defeat, which , 
happened in the year 1358, on the Tuefday follow- 
ing the feaft of our Lady, the middle of Auguft. 

The Navarrois conduced the greater part of 
their prifoners to Creil, becaufe it was a good and 
ftrong town. They acquired by this expedition 
much wealth, as well in jewels as by the ranfoms 
of their prifoners. 

From this time they became rich, and ranfomed. 
the citizens of Tournay and thofe of the other 
towns whom they had captured cheerfully, for fuch 
fort of ware as fwords, axes, fpear heads, jackets, 
doublets, houfings, and for all the different forts of 
tools they were in want of. 

The knights and fquires took their payments in 
ready money, in couriers or other horfes ; and one 
poor gentleman, that had not wherewithal to pay, 
they made ferve for a quarter of a year : two or. 
three were treated in this manner. With regard 
to wines and provifion, they had plenty; for all 
the flat countries fuppHed them handfomely by 
way of ranfom. The towns got nothing, but in an 
underhand manner, or by means of their pafljpofts, 
which they fold at a high price. By this method 
they could obtain all they wanted, except hats of 

beav^, 
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beaver, oftrich feathers and fp^ar heads ; which 
things they never would infert in; their paflports. 

The garrifon of Mauconfeil deftroyed the greater 
part. of the line abbey of Orchamps, at which the 
governor was much enraged when informed of it. 

Thefe Navarrois fpread themfelves over many 
places, along the banks of the Somme and the 
X>i& ; and.<itwo of their men at arms, galled Ra- 
bigeois de JSnty and Robin TEfcot *, took by efca- 
lade^ the good, town of Berly f, in which they 
placed a garrifon, and ftrongly fortified it* Thefe 
two 'companions had in pay, under their command^ 
about four hundred men, to- whon^ they gave fixed 
wages, and paid them every month. 
* The garrifons of Beaulieu, Creil, Mauconfeil and 
la Herielle, fcoured all parts of the country, as nq 
one oppofed them ; the knights ;. having fufficiex^t 
employment in guardiiiig their' houfesj and caftles. 
Thefe Englifh and Navarrois went armed or un- 
armed, and rode over the country at their pleafure^ 
to amtife themfelves, from one garriiibn to another^ 
as if all had been at peace. ' 

The. young lord de Coucy had his towns and 
caftles extremely well . guarded : he was alfo lord 
paramount of that part of the country. 

The caflon de Robefart watched the Navarrois 
•better than any other, and harafled them much; 
for frequently he had overthrown many of them. 



* Q. The firft, fee note p^^iz ; — the fccond, Robin Scott. 

t Q^ If not Beanlieu, which is a town in Picardy, in the 
4iocefe and ele^Ion of Noyon. 
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CHAP. CLXXXVIII. 

SEVERAL OP TtiE cITIZeNS OF AMIENS ATt£MPT 
TO GIVE UP THAT CITY TO THE. NAVARROIS.-^-*- 
A FAMINE IN' FRANCE. 

HTHE lord John de Piquigtiy, ivho w» mudi at*' 
tached to the king of Navarre, m^ tbe cbii^ 
of his coutidl, and thit)ugh whofe ailiftince he had 
dcaped from prilbn, refid^d Hht la HerieUe, Hwek 
leagues fmtn Amiefts. H^ hdd taitqp^ed ib fine* 
ceTsfuIIy, by fine fpetehes aad othmxofe, nmh fe^ 
teral oif the principal dtizetis cif Amiens, disit ibejf 
had confented to admit the Navarrois Into the <kfi 
"lliefe treacherous citi^sen^ had even hid in their 
thambers and garrefs fome of the liavanniis &ai 
utrere to affift iti destroying their to^m* 

Lord jtehn de iPiqiagny, lord WilGam de Ora* 
ville, lord Pricquet de Friquant, lord Lia de Bt- 
layfy and l!be lord ¥<M%ddg2Lj^ tame one night, Trxth 
upwards ^ feveii hundi'ed itien> to the gates of the 
city, which lead to la HerieUe, or aCoramtt oS tkek 
friends withki the tonQ^ that they ihooki be cjien } 
and they kept their promife. Upon this, ihok who 
had been hid in cellars and garrets &Uied £3crth| 
fhouting, ^ Navarre !* whilfi the inhabtt&ntSy being 
awakened, cried out, ^ Treafon, treafbn i^ and^ cot 
leding themfelves together, haftened towards Ae 
gate where the greateft tumult was, between the 
fuburbs and the city. 

The firft comers defended the gate well, and 

with good courage : numbers were ilain on both 

• fides. 
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fides. If the Nayarrois had haftened to enter the 
city inftantly on their arrival, they would have won 
it ; but they loitered in the fuburbs, and performed 
the enterprize in a^cowardly manner enough. 

This fame night, God infpired the lord Morel 
de Fiennes, conftable of France, and the earl de 
St Pol, who were at Corbie in great force, with 
the defign to go to Amiens. They rode there fo 
faft, and came fo opportunely, that the Navarrois 
had but juft gained the fuburbs : they were exert- 
ing all their efibrts to win the city, and muft have 
fucceeded, if thefe gentlemen had not arrived. As 
foon as they had entered the city of Amiens by 
another gate, they advanced to the place where the 
battle raged, and, having difplayed their banner^ 
.drew up thdr men in the ftreet, without paiHng 
through the gate to the fuburbs; for they gavfe 
them up as loft, which in truth they were. They^ 
by this timely fuccour, infpired frefli courage into 
the men of Amiens, who lighted the ftreets with a 
number of torches, and with pitched ropes in iron 
lanthoms. 

The lord John de Piquigny and the Navarrois, 
on hearing that thefe lords and their fquadrons 
were arrived, and drawn up in the city, thought 
that, if they remained, they xan a rifk of lofing 
more than they could gain : lord John, therefore, 
coUeSed his people together, and founded a retreat, 
which he made as handfomely as he could, but not 
before he had deftroyed and burnt the fuburbs. 
There were at leaft three hundred houfes, and a 

E e a number 
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number of handfome hotels, with parifli-chufches, 
burnt ; for nothing was fpared. 

Thus did the Navarrois carry off with them great 
weahh, which they had found in the large fuburbs 
of Amiens, and returned with many prifoners to 
their different garrifons. 

The conftable and the earl of St. Pol, upon the 
retreat of the Navarrois, feparated their troops, and 
fent them to all the different gates of the city, with 
orders, under pain of death, to fuffer no- one to 
quit the town. 

On the morrow morning, thefe two lords and 
fome of the citizens of Amiens, who were ac- 
quainted with the manner in which the town had 
of late been governed, and who fufpeded fome of 
the citizens of both fexes of this treafon, went to 
the houfes of thofe they were in fearch of, and 
arretted feventeen, who were foon after beheaded 
in the public market-place. 

The abbe de Gars was among the number, who 
had been an , accomplice in this treafon, and had 
even lodged fome of the Navarrois in his houfe. 

Shortly after, fix of the principal inhabitants of 
Laon were arretted and executed, for a fimilar 
crime ; and it would have gone hard with the bifhop 
of that place if he had been caught, for he was ac- 
cufed of being concerned, which afterwards he 
could not deny ; but he quitted the town fecretly^ 
as he had good friends, who gave him notice of 
what was likely to happen, and went immediately 
to the king of Navarre, at Melun fur Seine,, who 
• • . 6 moft 
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moft courteoufly received him. Such adventurer 
as thefe happened often in France : on which ac» 
count, the barons and knights, as well as the cities 
and principal towns, were always upon their guard. 
To fpeak truly, the king of Navarre had many 
friends intermixed in every part of France ; and, 
if they had not been difcovered, much worfe things 
would have been done, though in truth they did 
enough. 

Dtiring this time, the duke of Normandy and his 
brothers refided at Paris. No merchants nor others .. 
<^ared to venture out of the town, to look after 
their concerns, or to take any journey; for they. 
were attacked and killed, whatever roads they took. 
The kingdom was fo full of the Navarrois, they 
were mafters of all the flat countries, the rivers, 
and the principal towns and cities. This caufed 
fiich a fcarcity of provifions in France, that a fmall 
calk of herrings was fold for thirty golJen crowns^ 
and every thing elfe in proportion. Many of the 
poor died with hunger. This famine lafted more 
than four years. The great cowns, in particular, were 
much diftreffed for fait, which could only be had 
through the miniilers of the duke of Normandy^ 
who fold it at a very dear rate, in order to collect 
more money to, pay the foldiers. 
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CHAP. CLXXXIX. 

THE M£^ OF PICARHY BESIEGE THE KAVAR&Oia 
IN ST* VALERY. — THE KINODQM OJf FRANCS 
18 FILLED WITH NAVARROIS. 

nrHE conftable of France and the young earl of 
St. Pol acquired great popularity in Picardy, 
for the fuccours which they had brought to Anuens, 
The knights and fquires pf that province united 
themfelves to them j and they thought they were 
now in fufficient force to lay fiege to St. Valery. 

The conftable font to all the principal towns, to 
inform them of it : upon wh;ch, thofe pf Toumay, 
Lifle, Douay, Arras, Bethune, St. Omer, St. Quer.^ 
tin, Peronne, Amiens, Corbie and Abbeville, met 
together : they engaged to find a certain number 
of men, v^hom t|iey fent tp the conftable and the 
e^irl of St. Pol. 

Even the knights and fquires of Hainault put 
themfelves in motion, and came thither, on account 
of the eftates they had in France. 

The lord d*Andreghen fent thither the young 
fenefchal pf Hainault, the lord John de Yerthin, 
magnificently equipped, the lord Hugh d'Antoing 
his coufin, with many others j when they marched 
to lay fiege to St. Valery. 

There ^fere full two ttipuftnd knights and fquiresj 
and the chief towns ha^ fent twelve thoufand com- 
mon foldiers at their expence : Abbeville, in p^u*- 
(icular^ was too heavily taxed, for thence they took 
^U their purveyances. 

" ' ■ The 
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f. . The fiege oi St Valery hfted feme time. TberQ 
were many ftarp aflaults and fkinniihes. Almo(^. 
wery day there was fomething of this fort going 
forward ; for the young knights and fquires were 
eager to make trial of their arms, and they readily 
found thofe who would gratify th^m. The lpr4 
William de Bonnemare, fir Joba Segar, and feveral 
other knights, who were in the garrifon, advanced 
from the barriers of the caftle, to tilt and Ikirmifli 
with thofe of the army; fo that there were ge» 
nerally fome killed or wounded on both fid^ 
daily. 

There might have been in St. Valeiy three hun* 
dred companions, without counting thofe of the 
town, whom they forced to fight and aflift them^ 
otherwife it would have ended badly. 

The cbiefe of the befiegers ordered eiigineQ of 
trar to be brought from Amiens and Abbeville, and 
to be pointed againfl St. Valery, which call larg^ 
ftones, and much haraifed the inhabitants, who had 
cannon and fpringals *, with which they annoyed 
the army. 

Wbilit this fiege was carrying qn, and the king 
of Navarre making war in all parts of France, th^ 
captal erf" Buch, coufm to the king of Navarre, zk* 
rived at Cherbourg, according to his intreaties^ 



^p^"">»i^w""i^i»^"— ^■^"^'^"■'•^•■^i-^ I J' rmi 



• Efpringalles, or efpriiigolds^ or fpringolds, were xna- 
cbtnes whence came lliot, iloaes or bolts. * 

Skinnbr's DtQionary% 

* And eke within the caftil were 

* Springoldisy gonnes» bowes and archers/ 

Chaucer's Roman ik fa JRo/e, verfes 490, 491. 

£ e 4 bein^ 
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being reCainei by him, vdth two hundred lances id 
his pay. 

The captal, on his arrival in Normandy, took 
the field, and, pafling through the lands of the kin^ 
of Nav-arre, came to Mantes, where he found the 
lord Philip de Navarre, with whom he tarried fome 
days. He theti fet out fecretly with all his com^ 
pahions, and made fuch expedition in one night, 
through the good country of Vexin and Beau« 
ToifiB *, that he arrived at Clermont f in Beauvoilis, 
which is a large town, though not inclofed, with a 
liandfome caftle, having one large tower walled aU 
round* 

' Immediately after having fummoned it, he took 
it by fcalado, though the tower had hitherto been 
deemed impregnable, Neverthelefs he fucceeded 
by means of rope-ladders, and by ufing arrow-heads 
to attach them to the walls. The firft perfon who 
entered was fir Bernard de la Salle, climbing like a 
cat. He, in his time, had taken many other places 
by fimilar means. The captal de Buch exerted 
himfclf fo much that he conquered Clermont, which 
he and his companions kept poffeffion of for a long 
time. He from that poft haraffed the countries of 
Vexin and Beauvoifis, with the afliftance of the 
Navarrois, who were in garrifon in the neighbour^ 
ing fortreflbs, fuch as Creil, la Herielle and Mau- 
confeil. All the flat countries were at their dif- 
ppfal, a^ there were none to oppofe them. 

♦ A imiiU province iii the ifle of France. Beauvois is 
the capital. 

-J- Fifteen leagues from Paris. 

In 



425 

". In fdch manner was the whole kingdom of France 
ke^t in a ftate of warfare, under the name of the 
king of Navarre. Many ftrong caftles were taken 
in Brie, Champagne and Valois, in the bifhopricks 
bf Noyon, Soiflbns, Senlis and Laon, of which di- 
vers knights and fquires from foreign parts w6fe 
made governors. 

In that part of the countiy, near Pont fur Seine *, 
towards Provins f, ,Troyes J, Auxerre §, and Ton- 
nerrejl, they were fo overrun with foldiers that 
no one dared to venture out of the ftrong cides 
and welUfortified towns. Sir Peter Audley refided 
in the caftle of Beaufort, between Chalons and 
Troyes, which was part of the duke of Lancafter^s 
inheritance. 

Sir Euftace d* Ambreticourt, a Hainaulter, refided 
fometimes on Pont fur Seine, fometimes at the caftle 
of Nogent, with about five hundred combatantS) 
who pillaged all the country round about. 

In another part of Champagne, lived a fquli^ 
-from Germany called Albjet. Thefe three captains 
kept poffeflion of all Champagne and the country 
on the Marne, with upwards of fixty caftles and 

* A town in Champagne, diocefe of Sens, twcnty-cight 
leagues from Paris. 

f An ancient city of Brie, diocefe of Sens, twenty-twH 
leagues from Paris, 

X A large city of Champagne, thirty-eight leagues and 
a half from Paris. 

} An ancient city of Burgundy, capital of tlie Auxerrois* 
forty-one leagues and a half from Paris. 

II A town in Champagne, diocefe of Langresi forty-eighi; 
Jeagues and a half from Paris. 

fortified 
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fortified houfes. At any time they pleafed, they 
could bring into the field more than two thoufiuad 
combatants. 

That whole diftriS; was under their fubje£tion z 
they ranfomed or robbed every one. They had 
pillaged and burnt the good towns of Ay, Epemay* 
and Vertus f, and all the chief towns on the Mame, 
at far as Chateau Thierry I, with thofe that were 
in the neighbourhood of Rheims §. They bad alio 
taken the good town and caftle of Ronay ||, and 
the ftrong caftle of Hans f in Champagne, aTcend* 
ing the rirer as far as St. Antoine in Pertois **• 

Further advanced on the borders of Burgundy" 
and Pertois, ^Thibaut de Cbaufour and John de 
Chaufour had taken up their quarters in the name 
of the king of Navarre. They had got pofleffion 
of a ftrong caftle called Mont Sangonff) in the 
diocefe of Langres ; in which they had a gajiifon 
of four hundred men, who fcoured the country ag 
&r as the biflioprick of Verdun and the country of 

Soiffi3Q8. 
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* An ancient city of Cbsunpagne, dioceic of Rbeiio^ 
thirty-three leagues from Paris* 

t A town in Champagnet near Spernay. 

X A city in Brie, diogefe of Soiflbnsy twenty-one leaguet 
and a half from Paris* 

§ Au ancient city and archbifiioprick in Channpagne^ 
thirty eight leagues from Paris. 

D A village in Champagne, diocefc and eleftion of Troye$« 

^ A village in Champagne, eleAion of St. Menehould* 

•• Pertois, — a fertile country of Champagne. 

ft Q^ if not Monfaujo^i? which is in the diocef^ of 
Langres* 

Betweeu 
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Between Laon and Rheims were other pillagers, 
whofe principal garrifon was at Vely, in which 
there were fix hundred meu, Rabigeois de Dury, 
an Engliihman, was the governor of it. He re- 
tained all forts of perfons, who wifhed to ferve 
under him ; andf as he paid well and pundually, 
he was duly obeyed* 

He had with him Robin Scott, as companion hi 
his gains and loiTes, who, during the Chriftmat 
holidays, won and plundered the ftrong caftle and 
town of Roucy *, in which he eftabliOied a garrifon 
that was afterwards a great grievance to the ndgh* 
bourhood. He ranfomed the earl, hi$ lady an4 
daughter, for the fum of twelve thoufand golden 
florins au mouton^ and kept pofTeiHon of the town 
;3ind caftle all that winter and enfuing fummer of 

1359- 
As foon as the earl of Roucy had paid his raxw 

fom, he went to refide \n Laon, and in divers other 

places. During this period, there was not anjf 

tilling of the ground, fo that it caufed a great fcar« 

pity in a ihort time, 



«-*■ 
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* A ^wn in Picardy^ diocefe and ele6^lon of Laon. 
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CHAP. CXC. 

THE CAKON DE ROBESART DEFEATS THE^NA» 
YARROIS IN THE LAONNOrS, NEAR TO CREIL. 

/kBOUT this time, as I have been informed, the 
canon de Robefart performed a very gallant 
aftion. It fell out, that as the lord of Pinon, a 
knight-batmeret of Vermandois, was riding froni 
one ftrong place to another, accompanied by about 
fixty men at arms, the garrifons of Vely * and 
Roucy, to the number of three hundred, but with- 
out their captains, were alfo abroad to fee what they 
could capture. 

As they advanced towards Creil, they perceived 
the Jord of Pinon marching in good order, in the 
plain near that town, with his pennon difplayed. 
They immediately faw they were French : the lord 
ie Pinon alfo knew they were his enemies, and that 
ke had na way to efcape from them. However, he 
aftd his little troop turning to the right and fkirting 
Creil, for the Navarrois had cut off his retreat the 
Tray he had come, (luck fpurs into their horfes to 
fave^ themfelves, if poffible, by flight ; but the Na- 
varrois purfued them, crying out, ' St. George, Na- 
varre t' and, being better mounted, would have 
come up with them in lefs than half a league* 

It chanced that the lord de Finon, in his flight, 
met with a large and deep ditch, inclofed on one 
fide by ftrong hedges, and having only one entrance^ 



VeJ}^ — 2 c''.iiicl!.::^y In Picardy, cit;cerc of SoilPons. 
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^hich was fo narrow horfes could not pafs through. 
As foon as he was come near, he noticed the ad* 
vantage that might be made of it, and faid, * Dif- 
mount^ difmount : it is much better to wait here the 
chance of war, and defend ourfelves, than to be 
flain or made prifoners in our flight/ 

Upon which, all his people difmounted ; as did 
the Navarrois on their arrival. In the troop of the 
lord de Pinon, there was a knight, who, calling 
his page, faid, * Mount my courier, and fpare him 
not, but gallop to the garrifon of Pierrepont*, and 
intrefat the canon de Robefart to come to our 
affiftance.* The page anfwered, * Suppofe I fhould 
meet with him, how will it be pofRble for him to 
arrive in tiine, for it is five leagues drftant from 
hence ?* 

The knight faid, ' Do thy duty.* The page inb- 
mediately fet off, and left his mafter fiercely attacked 
by thefe plunderers of Vely and Roucy. ^ " - " 
. The lord de Pinon and his company defended 
themfelves with gr^at valour. He kept poffeffion 
of the advantageous pofition in the ditch," without 
any lofs, from* ten o'clock in the morning until the 
afternoon. ^ -^ 

• I will now return to the page, who never bFcilee 
gallop until he came to Pierrepont in >llPtaonirelSJ 
He delivered his meflage to the canon de Robefart, 
who replied that he would do his duty, and haften 
to the place where tha lord de Pjnon was engaged, 
as he was perfe£lly acquainted with the fpot. 



• A village in Picardy, diccefe of Laon. 

He 
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He ordered his trumpet to founds and his com«> 
panions^ who might be about fix fcore> to mount 
their horfes* At the lame time, he fent off* one of 
his fervants to Laon, which was not £u: diftant^ to 
inform a captain who was flationed there what was 
going forwards. He would not wait for the arrival 
of this reinforcement^ but fet off direftly, full gal- 
lop, which he continued until he came to the lord 
de Pinon and his company, whom he found fo hard 
prefied by the Navarrois, that they could not have 
held out much longer. 

The canon immediately placed his lance in its reft, 
and ruffled upon the Navarrois with fuch force» that 
be (truck down three the firft onfet. His people^ 
being frefii and in fpirits, drove down the Navar- 
roisy who were quite fatigued with having combated 
the whole day. 

The canon de Robefart gave fuch deadly blows 
urith his battle-axe» that none could (land before him. 
Thefe plunderers were totally routed : more than 
one hundred and fifty were left dead on the field of 
battle I and if any attempted to fave themfelves they 
were net by the detachment from Laon» who 
nnde fuch a flaughter, that, of the three hundred 
they amounted to at firfl, fifteen only efcaped } the 
Hft were «tber flain or made prifoners. 
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CHAP. CXCI. 

THIS KAVARROIS SURRENDER ST. VALSRY TO 

I 

THE FRENCH, WHO HAD BESIEGED IT A LOKO 
TIME. 

T HAVE before related, that the lords of Plcardy, 
Artois, PoAthieu and the Boulonois, were a coii'* 
fid^able time bt^ore St. Valery ; that they had madfr 
many grand atucks upon it by machines and other 
inftruments. 

Among other events, it chanced that the lord de 
Baden from Picardy , having got into a boat to recoa* 
noitre more particularly the caftle, was ftruck with 
a bolt from an efpringal, of which he died. The 
garrifon had fuch quantities of artillery, that every 
attack upon them Was attended with great danger. 
This fiege^ therefore, lafted from the beginning of 
Ai^guft until the following Lent. The lords then 
declared they would ilarve them to afurrender, 
fince they could not take it by aifault. They there^ 
lore remained a long time ina£Hve, but took great 
care to gu^tl all the pai!es, fo that npthing could 
^ttter the town by fea or land. 

Hieir provifions foon began to lc9en, for they 
coidd not venture abroad to forage : on the othdr 
hand, diey faw no appearance of any fuccoura 
coming to them. They therefore determined in 
council to treat with the conftable of France, the 
leati of St. Pol and the other barons pf the army, to 
furrepder the fortrefs upon condition that their livdi 

anft 
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and fortunes ihould be fparcd, and that they migtit 
be allowed to go wherever they . pleal'ed. 

This was granted them ; but they were to leave 
the place unarmed. Some difficulties alfo attended 
the compliance with their propofals, 'for the ^arl 
of St. Pol infilled on their furrendering uncondi- 
tionally, . • . 

At this time, the lord Philip de N^^yarret was ad- 
•vanced towards St. Valery, to raife the fiege, which, 
he would have done^ if the garrifon had jiot been in 
fuch hafte to furrender. He and hi§ army. were 
▼ery angry at the event j but they could not now by 
any means prevent it. 



CHAP. CXCII. 



THE LORD PHILIP DE NAVARRE ASfiEMBLEft 
THREE THOUSAND MEN TO RAISE THE SIE^E OP 
ST. VALERY. 

HTHE lords of France were flill drawn up in the 
plain ; and, though no one had left the army^ 
yet they were about departing j their tents, pavi- 
lions and baggage were packing up j when news 
was brought them that the Navarrois were upon 
their march, and not more than three leagues off. 
. It was the lord Philip of Navarre who governed 
all the territories of the king his brother ; that is to 
fay, the county of Evreux ; and all the different 
pardes that were making war on France obeyed his 
orders. *He had been informed by fir John de JPi- 

quigny 
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quigny, that the garrifon of St. Valery was on thtf 
|>omt of fufrendering. The lord Philip was eXk* 
couraged to attempt raifing the fiegfe j and for thid 
purpofe he had a^embled fecretly at Mantes and 
Meulan, three thoufand men, one with the otheri 
The young earl of Harcourt, the lord de Gitoville^ 
fir Robert Knolles, fir John de Piquigny, were 
there, with many other knights and fquires, whd 
had followed him to within three leagues of St. Va* 
lery when it was furrendered. He was aflured of 
the truth of it, by the arrival of the lord de Bonne« 
mare and fir John Segar, who met him on hii 
march. 

When the French, who had taken poflefiion of 
St. Valery, heard of the approach of the Navarrois, 
the^ conftable, the earl of St. Pol, the lord de Cha^ 
tiUon, theJord de Poix, the lord de Beaufault, the 
lord de Helly, the lord de Creftkes, lord Odoart 
de Renty, lord Baudoyn d'Ennekin, and fome other 
barons and knights who were prefent, retired into 
the taftle, to a council ; when it was refolved tliey 
fhould advance to combat their enemies. 

The conftable iflfued his orders for every one to 
fall into his rank, and prepare for combat. Upon 
which they all marched forward in good order, a^ 
if they were immediately to fight with the lord 
Philip. 

The Navarrois, learning that the French were 
marching towards them in battle-arfay, to the 
amount of thirty thoufand men, did not think , it 
advifable to wait for them, but crofled the river 
Somme as fpeedily as poffible, and took poft in the 

Vol. n, F f caftlc 
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caiftle of Long ♦ in Ponthieu, with th^ horfe^^ 
*Migg3ig^5 and whatever elfe they had, which ftrait* 
ened them much for room. 

1 They had fcarcely entered it, when the French, 
who were in purfuit of them, came before it,, about 
the hour of vefpers. Their numbers were continu- 
ally increafing ; for the common foldiers from the 
cities and chief towns could not march fo fall as the 
m&R at arms. 

The lords held a council, and determined to take 
up their quarters that night before the caftle, to 
wait for more troops, which were dropping in one 
after another, and on the morrow to make a general 
affault upon it. 

This was done. But the Navarrois within the 
caftle, being (hort of provifions, as foon as it was mid- 
night, fallied out at a back way, without any noife, 
and took the road for the Vermandois* 

They were more than two leagues oflF before the 
French knew of their departure : they immediately 
armed themfelves, and fet out after them, following 
the tracks of their horfes. Thus did both parties 
pufli forward, the Navarrois firft, and the French 
behind them, until the Navarrois came to the little 
village of Thorigny, which is fituated on an emi- 
nence whence there is a good view of all the coun- 
try round about. It is in the Vermandois, between 
St. Quentin and Peronne. There the Navarrois 
halted, to refrefh themfelves and horfes, and to 



* Long ct Ic Caftlelet,^-a village of Picardy, near Abbe- 

tiJle. 
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fight their enemies^ if they were farced to' it. They 
hadfbnhed therafelves in a circle on the fummit of 
the eminence, fo that they might profit from the 
iituation of the place. 

They had not remained long before they faw the 
whol^ country below them covered over, and full of 
Frenchmen, who feemed to amount to lipwards o£ 
thirty thoufand. 

When the Navarrois perceived they had the ap» 
pearatice of conwng to attack them, they iffued out 
cf the town, and drew up their army in three bat- 
talions : the firft of them was given to fir Robert 
K^lles ; the fecond to fir Lewis de Navarre, and 
the third to the earl of Harcourt. Neither of thefe 
battalions confifted of more than feven hundred 
fighting men. They cut their lances to five feet in 
length, and ordered their fervants to carry their 
fpurs to the flope of the hill, where they were to 
fix them with the rowels uppermoft, fo that their 
enemies might not afcend the hill at their eafe. 

The lord Philip de Navarre knighted the young 
earl of Harcomt, who difplayed his banner, as did 
alfo the young lord de Granville. 

The French halted in fight of the Navarrois, and 
difmounted, for many were defirous to give them 
immediate combat, whilft others Were againft it, 
faying, * Our people are fatigued ; befides, we have 
fuch numbers in the rear, that it is proper we wait 
for them, and take up our quarters where we are 
for the. remainder of this day. It will be night 
foon, and we can fight them to*morrow in better 
order.* 

Ffa In 
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In this fituation, the French encamped themfelrci 
placing all their baggage-waggons round them, of 
which they had great numbers. 

When the Navarrois found that there was no in- 
tentiot) of attacking them, they retired towards 
evening into their village of Thorigny, making great 
fires and fmoke, to let them und'erftand they meant 
to remain there that night : but as foon as it was 
dark, they got their horfes ready, having previoufly 
made every other preparation, and fet oflF in filence. 

The night was dark and foggy ; and they march- 
ed down to the river Sommej which they croffed at 
a ford, near a fmall village not far diftant from 
Bethencourt * ; thence they took the road to the 
wood of Bohain tj which they Ikirted : they nlarch- 
ed that night upwards of feven leagues, which 
caufed many of the worfe mounted ta remain be- 
hind, who were made prifoners by the inhabitants 
of Bohain. The peafantjs alfo of the country flew 
many who were unable to keep up with their maf- 
ters, and all who had loft their road. 

The French were informed of the departure of 
the Navarrois a little before day^break ; when they 
refolved to crofs the Somme by the bridge at St. 
Quentin J, and to pufli forward towards Liannes §, 



• A village in Ficardy, eledion of Peronne. 

f Bohain 9 — a fmall town in Picardy, ele^Ion of Guiie» 
near St. Quentin. 

X A (Irong city in Picardyi diocefe of Noyon, generality 
of Amiens. 

J Liannes, a Tiltage in Picardy, in the gcncralky of 
Amiens. 

and 
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and by this means to come up with them. Every 
one, therefore, mounted his horfe as quickly as 
pofiibl^, and galloped on for the fafteil, taking the 
road for St. Quentin, where they arrived as day ap- 
peared, for it was but two fhort leagues diftant. 
The conftable and the earl of St. Pol were among 
the firft. When the guards of the town who were 
ilationed over the Ard gate heard the buftle of thear 
arrival, they began to be alarmed, as they knew the 
^nemy was in the neighbourhood ; but recolleding 
that the draw-bridge was up, they were fomewhat 
re-aflured, as that would prevent them from 'doing 
any mifchief. They afked, who they were that 
were come there at fucb an unqfual hour ; the con- 
ftable anfwered, ^ We are fuch and fuch perfons, 
and wi(h to pafs through this town in purfuit of the 
Navarrois, who have ftolen away from Thorigny, 
and are flying from us : we command you therefore, 
jln the k^'^ name, inftantly to open the gates/ 
The guard replied, that the keys were with the 
magiftrates in the town* 

Two of the guard went to thofe that had the keep- 
ing of the keys, who told them they would not 
•confent to open die gates till they had confulted the 
inhabitants. By this means, fo much time was loft 
^t it was after fun-rife, before they had confidered 
what anfwer to give : they then afcended over the 
gateway, '"and, putting their heads out of the win- 
dows, thus addrefled the conftable and the earl of 
St. Pol, who were waiting ; * Dear lords, have the 
^oodnefe to take companion and excufe us this time ; 
1^ it is the detenpinadon of the commonalty of the 

F f 3 town. 
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town, that only five or fix of you may enter, out 
of the refped we bear you : the others muft go 
any other way they choofe/ The lords were fo 
much enraged at this anfwer, that many high words 
and abufive language enfuedj neverthelefs, thofe 
of St. Quehtin would riot open their gates. 

Thefe lords, therefore,- gave up all thoughts of 
following further the Navarrois, as* it would have 
been in vain. By the advice of the conftable, the 
French feparated themfelvei, and the earl of St. 
Pol went to his caflle of Bohain, in fuch a rage 
that no one dared to fpe^ak to him. 



t" 



CHAP. CXCIII. 

SIR PETER AUDLEY LEADS A PARTY OP NAVAR- 
ROIS, IN THE NIGHT, TO TAKE CHALONS. 

nrHUS did this grand expedition end : the French, 
feparat^g, went one way, and the Nayarrois 
another: the laft came that day to VdyV where 
they croffed the river Oifo at a ford ; when, finding 
they were out of all dang:er,: they, halted and re- 
freflied themfelves. As foon as they thought pro- 
per, they returned into Normandy, and journeyed 
from fortrefs to fortrefs in perfect fecurity, as they 
were mafters of all the rivers and flat country. 
Having again entered the diftri£t of Coutandn, 
they carried on their excu]fiions» as before, through 
Normandy. 

During this time, the king of Navarre remained 
at Melun upon Seine, with a large body of men at 

arm3> % ' 

It 
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It happe&ed that while fir Peter Audley was go« 
vemor of Beaufort, which is fituated between Troy e$ 
and Chalons, he imagined, that if he could crols 
the Marne above the town of Chalons, and advance 
by the fide of the monaftery of St. Peter, he might 
eafily take the town. To carry this ficheme inld 
effeS, he waited until the river Marne was low, 
wh^ he fecretly aflembled his companions from 
five or fix flrong cadles he was mailer of in that 
^ neighbourhood. His army confifted of about four 
hundred combatants. They fat out from Beaufort 
at midnight. He led them to a ford of the river 
Manie, which he intended to crofs, for he had 
people of the country as guides. On coming thi» 
ther, he made them all to difmount, and give their 
horfes to their fervantsi, wheii he marched them 
through the rivqr, which was very low. Alj|iiaving 
crofled, b? led them flowly towards the monaftery 
of St. Peten 

There were many guards and watchmen fcattered 
over, the town of Chalons, and in the public fquares : 
thofe who were neareft to the monaftery of St. 
Peter, which is fituated above the town, heard very 
diftinfltly the i^oife of the Navarrois : for as they 
were advancing, their arms, by touching each other, 
made a noife and founded. 

Many who heard this wondered what it could 
be i for all at onc€^ fir Peter having halted, the 
noife ceafed, and, w^en he continued his march, 
the fame founds were again heard by the centinels 
pofted in St. Peter's ftreet, as the wind came from 
4j}eoppofite quarter; and fome among them faid, 
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* It muft be.tfaofe Englifli and NafSLirdb thieves 
that are advancing, to take \is by fcalado : let us 
ixnmediately found the alarm, and awaken our fel- 
law-citizens.* Some of them went to the monaf- 
tcry, to fee what it might be. They could not, 
however, make fuch fpeed but that fir Peter and 
(lis army were in the court-yard ; for the walls in 
that part were not four feet high ) and they imme- 
diately rufhed through the gate of the monaftery 
into the ftreet, which was large and wide. 

The citizens were exceedingly alarmed, becaufe 
there were cries from all parts of, * Treafon, trea- 
fon I To arniia, to arms !* They armed themfdves 
m hafte, and, coUeding in a body to be the ftronger, 
advanced to meet their enemies, who overthrew 
and killed the foremoft of them. 

It ha|>pened very unfortunately for Chalons, that 
Peter de Chakms, who had been governor of the 
city upwards of a year, with a hundred lances 
imdeir his command, had lately left it, cm account 
of not being able to get paid according to his 
wiihes. 

The commonalty of the city were numerous, and 
fet themfelves in earned to make a good d^aice. 
It was high time ; but they fuSered much, and the 
Navarrois conquered all the lower town, as far as 
the bridges over the Mame. 

Beyond the bridges, the citisens coUeded them- 
felves, and defended the firft bridge, which was of 
great fervice to them. The Ikirmifli was th^-e very 
ftarp : the Navarrois attacked and fought wdl. 
Some of the EngUfli archers advanced, and, paffing 

over 
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over l9ie fupports of the bildge, fhot fo well, and 
fo continually, that none from Chilons dared to 
come within reach of their arrows. 

This engagement lafted until mid-day. It was 
faid by fome, that Chalons mull: have been taken, 
if fir Odes de Grancy had not learnt, as it were by 
infpiration, this excurfion of the Navarrois. In 
order to defeat it, he had intreated the affiftance of 
many knights and fquires ; for he knew that xhetp 
was not one gentleman in Chilons. He had come 
therefore, day and night, attended by fir Philip de 
Jancourt, the lord Anceau de Beaupii!, the lord 
John de Guermillon, and many others, to the 
amount of fixty lances. 

As foon as they were come to Chilons, they 
advanced towards the bridge, which, the inhabitants 
were defending againft the Navarrois, who were 
exerting themfehres to the utmoft to gain it. The 
lord de Grancy difplayed his banner, and fell upon 
the Navarrois with a hearty good will. 

The arrival of the lord de Grancy mightily re- 
joiced the people pf Chilons ; and well it mi|;ht;, 
for without him and his company they would bsive 
been hard driven. 

When fir Peter Audley and his friends faw thefe 
Burgundians, they retreated in good order the way 
they had come, aad fou<id their fervants with their 
horfes on the banks of the Mame. They mounted 
theni, and, croffing the river without moleftation, 
returned towards Beaufort, having by ^ trifle mifled 
their aim. 

The 
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The inhabitants of Chalons were much pleaf(^ 
at tb^ departure, and gave thanks to God for iu 
After expreillng their obligations to the lord de 
GraiKy for the kmdneis he had done them, they 
prefented him with five hundred livres for himfelf 
and his people. 

They intre^ted the lord John de Befars, who was 
prefent and a near neightx)ur, to remain, to advife 
and ailift them. He confented to their requeft, 
for the handfome falary they allowed him, , and fet 
about fortifying the city in thofe places which were 
the weakefl. 
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CHAP. CXCIV. 

THE EARL DE ROUCT TAKEN A SECOND TIME. 

ABOUT this period, the two garrifons of Vely 
and Roucy* united together, and took by 
aflault the town of Siffonne t j which they garrifoned 
with all forts of people : the captain of it was Ha- 
nequin Francois, a lad from Cologne on the Rhine* 
He was fo cruel in all his excurfions, that he fhewed 
neither pity nor mercy to any one who fell in his 
way. He burnt all the country, flaying men, wo- 
men and children, whom he could not ranfom ac- 
cording to his will. 

. The earl of Roucy, who had flill at heart th? 
lofs of his town and caflle, which thefe robbers 



• f Townf in Pkardy, dioccfc of Laon> 

had 



443 

h^ yrreHed from him, intreated the a{Ii(lance of 
thoie knights and fquires who were hisiieigii!l;>oars« 
lie coUeft^ upwards of a hundred lances and 
forty horfemen, whom he conduced from the city 
of Laon. Among them were the earl de Porcien, 
lord Robert de Canency, the lord de Montegny ia 
Oftrevant, and others. They advanced towards 
Siflbnne, and meeting with that garrifon, who were 
burning a village, fell upon them merrily. This 
Hanequin and his followers immediately difmount- 
ed, and placed their archers in the front. The 
engagement was very fharp j but thofe from Laon 
retreated towards their city without having done 
much. The other Frenchmen remained, and fought 
manfully for a long time. However, the fortune 
x)f the day was againft them: the earl de Roucy 
Tvas feverdy wounded, and made prifoner : the 
lord Gerald de Canency, the lord de Montegny 
and many other men at arms, were likewifef cap- 
tured.. Thus was the earl of Roucy made jprifoner 
twice in the fpace of one yeari . 

The lord Euftace d^Ambreticourt refided at this 
time in Champagne, with feven hundred, fighting 
men under his comroajidrj by whofe means he ac- 
quired great wealth, from the ranfoms , of . towns, 
caftles, vineyards wd ftfivate houfes, aid Well as by 
granting paffports. He wa$ matter oCatleaft ifwelve 
fortrefles, and much in love with the lady ICabella 
.de Julier$ *, daughter of the earl of Julierd, whom 
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*■ * Niece to the queen of England^ and widow of the 
^^rlofKent.' — ^^arginal note, D» S/lvti^ge^ 
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be alterwardd married. This lady was greatly at* 
cached to fir Euftace^ for his gallant deeds of arms, 
which had been related to her ; and flie fent him 
couriers, hackneys, and letters full of love, which 
fo much emboldened fir Euftace, and ipurred him 
to perform fuch feats of chivalry and of arms, that 
all thofe under him made fortunes* 



CHAP, CXCV. 



THREE QUEENS, WITH THE NAVARR0I6, ARE BE* 

SIEGED IN MELUN. 

A FTER the furrender of St. Valery, as you have 

heard related, the duke of Normandy coUeded 

upwards of three thoufand lances, fet out from 

fhoris, and laid fiege to Mdun on the Seine, of 

which the Navarrois kept pofieffion. 

- At that time, three queens refided therein : Jane, 
aunt to the king of Navarre and widow of Charles 
king of France ; Blanche, widow of king Phil^ of 
jPlance and fifter to the king of Navarre ; the third 
^oras the queen of Navarre^r fifter to the duke of 
Kormandy. 

The duke of Normandy fent his forces thither, 
1>ut (fid not accompany them in peribn : they were 
linder the command of the lord Morel de Fiennes, 
conftahle of France, the earl de St. Pol, the lord 
Arnold d'Andreghen, marihal of France, the lord 
Arnold de Coucy, the bifhop of Troyes, the lord 
Broquart de Feneftrages, Peter du Bar and Philip 

des 
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des Armoyes, with others, amounting in the whole 
to three hundred lances. 

Th^ befieged Melun all round, and had brought 
froiii Paris a number of fpringals and other en- 
gines, which, day and night, kept continually 
throwing ftones into the fortrefs, againft which alfo 
many aflaults were made. 

.The Navarrois within the town began to be 
alarmed, more particularly thofe ^jueens, who would 
cheeiff ully have feen this fiege raifed at any rate ; 
but the governors of the town, lord John Pippes 
and lord John Carbinaux *, defired the ladies not 
to be fo much frightened, for in a few days this 
iiege would be raifed, as they had learnt from the 
king of Navarre, who was at that time at Vemcm f* 
The lord Philip de Navarre alfo was aflembling a 
body of men at Mantes and Meulan. to come to 
thdr aififtance ; and at thofe places all the various 
garrifons in the Navarre interefl were colle&ing 
together. 

On the other hand, the duke of Normandy, who 
knew the Navarrois intended to attempt railing the 
iiege, retained foldiers wherever he could get them, 
and fent them to Melun. But good people inter* 
pofed between the duke and the king ; for at that 
time the cardinals de Perigord and de St. Vitalis 
were in France, who exerted themfelves fo effica^ 

.. ■ ■■ iiii I i ■ ■ ... I I I I ■! I in 

• Lord James Pipe, — fir Hugh Calvcrlcy,— Englifh na- 
tives.— Barnes. 

t Vernon fur Seine, — a town in Nwmandy, diocefe of 
Evreux. 
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doufly that a day was appointed for tr^ting of a 
peace between them at Vernon. 

The duke of Normandy and his council came 
thither; as did the king of Navarre, accompanied 
hy the lord Philip his brother ; when a peace was 
made. The king of Navarre fwore, that from 
henceforward he would be a loyal Frenchman. 
There were included in this peace as many as tliree 
hundred knights and fquires, who were pardoned 
by the duke : fome others, however, were ex- 
cepted, whofe evil deeds he refufed to forgive. 

The lord Philip of Navarre would not accept 
of the peace. He told the king his brother, he 
was bewitched for fo doing, and was afting very ill 
towards the king of England,* who was his ally, 
and who had always faithfully ailifled him. 

In defpite of his brother the king of Navarre, the 
lord Philip, with three others, fet off, and rode as 
fed as they could to St. Sauveur le Vicomte, where 
was an Englifli garrifon. The lord Thomas Dag- 
worth commanded there, in the name of the king 
of England, who received the lord Philip, and told 
him he had acquitted himfelf loyally towards the 
king his lord* 
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CHAP. CXCVI. 

SIR BROQUART DE FENESTRAGES, WITH MANY 
FRENCH, DRAW UP IN BATTLE-ARRAY^ 
AGAINST SIR EUSTACE d'aMBRETICOURT AN© 
THE ENGLISH IN CHAMPAGNE. 

TJ Y the articles of this peace, many towns and 
caftles in Normandy, which had been in.dif« 
pute, were given up to king Charles of Navarre, 
particularly Mantes and Meulan. 

Peace was alfo made between the young ear! of 
Harcourt and the duke of Normandy. The lord 
Lewis de Harcourt, uncle to the earl, who was of 
the council and houfehold of the duke, interefted 
himfelf much in its fuccefs ; and the duke gave to 
the earl in marriage the daughter of the duke of 
Bourbon J fifter to the duchefs of Normandy. 

The fiege of Melun fur Seine was raifed : the 
town remained to the French. But, in fpite of this 
peace, the kingdom of France was torn in pieces 
by war as before ; for the truce between the two 
kingdoms of France and England had lately ex- 
pired ; fo that thofe captains who had carried on 
the war for the king of Navarre, in the provinces 
of Burgundy, Normandy, Champagne, Picardy, 
Brie and Beauce, ftill continued it in a powerful and 
(hameful manner, in the name of the king of Eng- 
land. They never paffed any fortrefs without at- 
tacking it, notwithftanding the peace; for thefe 
foldiers had learnt to pillap:e or ranfom the inha^ 
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bitants of the country, and to make e:scurnon$ 
fometimes in bodies of two thoufand, many of 
A^ whom had from ten to twelve horfes, who, if they 
had not kept up this war, would perhaps have 
gbne on foot. 

* After the fiege of Melun had been raifed, the 
duke of Normandy befought the lord Broquart de 
Feneftrages, who was from Lorraine, and who had 
in his pay five hundred men, to affifl him in driving 
the Englifh out of the province of Champagne, 
where they had eftabliftied themfelves, and were 
haraffing the country day and night. 

Sir Broquart confented, on condition of receiv- 
ing a large fum of florins for himfelf and for his 
people* 

Upon this, the bifliop of Troyes, the count de 
Vaudemont, the count de Jouy, the lord John de 
Chalon and the lord Broquart de Feneftrages, 
affembled men at arms in the provinces of Cham- 
pagne and Burgundy : they amounted to full two 
hundred lances, and fifteen hundred footmen, who 
advanced and pofted themfelves. before the ftrong 
caftle of Hans * in Champagne, which the Englifh 
had taken and kept poffeflTion of a year and a half. 

They carried it by affault at the third attack ; 
and there were upwards of fourfgore Englifh ilain^ 
for none were fpared. 

The French then retreated to the city of Troyes; 
and^ when they had refreflied themfelves, they faU 



* Hans, —a village in Champagne, ia the ele^ion of 6t» 

Mcnchould. 
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lied forth with twelve hundred lances *, and nine 
hundred footmen^ taking the road to Nogent fur 

Seine !• 

Sir Euftace d'Ambreticourt, who was informed 

of this expedition, colleded thofe garrifons under 
his command, to the amount of four hundred lances 
and two hundred archers, with whom he fet out 
from Pont fur Seine J. He was completely armed, 
except his helmet, and was mounted on a hackney 
which had been given to him, but he had a very 
fine war horfe led by one of his people. He had 
not rode far before he heard of the French from 
his fcouts, who brought intelligence that they had 
feen his enemies. Had fir Euftace known that they 
were in fuch numbers, he would have afked aifift- 
ance from the lord Peter Audley and lord d' Albret, 
who could eafily have fent to his aid four hundred 
combatants. 

Sir Euftace, having drawn up his men beyond 
Nogent, placed himfelf on a fmall hillock, in the 
midft of a vineyard, his archers in front. 

As foon as the French arrived, they formed them- 
felves into three battalions : the firft under the com- 
mand of the bifhop of Troyes and fir Broquart ; 



■^» 



• Denys Sauvage has on this pafTigs the following note, 
in the margin i 

* La deduction fuivante me femble montreri que chacnne 
lance n*etoit qn*un homrae tant d'un c6te que d*autre.* 

t Nogent fur Seine> — a town in Champagne, between 
Paris and Troyes, diocefe of Sens. 

t Pont fur Seine, — a town in Champagne, diocefe of Sens 
ele^ton of Nogent. 
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the fecond under the lord John de Chalons and 
the count de Jouy ; the third under the count de 
Janville *. 

Sir Euftace, who was in the midft of his people, 
faid to them ; * Gentlemen, let us fight courage- 
oufly, and the day will be ours : we then fhall be 
mailers of all Champagne, which was formerly an 
earldom. Perhaps I may in time do fuch eflential 
fervices to the king of England, whom I hold as 
the rightful king of France, that he may confer 
this earldom on me.* He then called to him fome 
young fquires, fuch as the courageous Manny, his 
coufin John of Paris, Martin of Spain and otha^, 
whom he knighted. Having difmounted his men, 
he caufed their lances to be Ihortened to the length 
of five feet, and placed his pennon before hnn, 
which had his arms, eripine, three humets in pale 
gules. 



CHAP. CXCVIL 



THE BATTLE OF NOGENT SUR SEINE, BETWEEN 
SIR BROQUART DE FENESTRAGES AND THE 
FRENCH AND SIR EUSTACE D*AMBRETICOURT 
AND THE ENGLISH. 

TT/'HEN fir Broquart de Feneftrages, who was a 

bold and courageous knight, faw that fir 

Euftace d*Ambreticourt and his battalion were not 

inclined to quit their pofition, he faid, * Let us 
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march to therti, for we muft fight whatevei* be the 
confequences.* Upon which> he advanced with his 
battalion. 

Sir Euftace received the attack of this battalion 
in fuch a manner, that he broke it and threw it 
into confufion. At the firft fhock, he unhorfed 
Upwards of forty, and would have completely routed 
them, if the fecond battalion of the French had not 
immediately moved forward to their affiftance, who^ 
having rallied them, colledled all the ftragglers to. 
gether. Upon this, the Englifli archers began to 
ufe their bows, and fo well, that none dared to 
come within the reach of their arrows. The third 
battalion of the French now advanced on their 
flank, to fupport the other two j and the engage* 
toent was very fliirp and bloody, but the French 
were three to one. 

Sir Euftace ftruck to the ground four of the 
moft vigorous of his enemies with the fpear he had 
in his hand ; which was no fooner perceived by {\r 
Broquart de Feneftrages, than he flung his lanc^ 
over the heads of all thofe that were between him 
and fir Euftace, and, hitting him on the vifor of 
his helmet, it peneti-ated through, and broke three 
of his teeth : this, however did not prevent Sx 
Euftace from continuing the combat. 

The EugUfli had the advantage of the hill, and 
they kept io clofely together that they could not t^ 
broken :• the French were on hprfeback, the Eusg* 
lifh on foot. 

The archers had retreated, in a battalion by 
themfelves, to fomewhat higher ground, and fcot 
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brilkly againft the French ; and when the French 
attempted, by marching about, to furround them, 
they kept their front to face the enemy. At this 
time, however, the French infantry who could not 
make fuch hafte as the men at arms, arrived. This 
infantry were full nine hundred men, and, being 
armed with lances and large fhields, broke through 
the line of the archers, and flung them in diforder; 
for their fhields were fo ftrong, that the arrows 
made no impreffion on them. They kept up the 
fight as long as they could ; but, being thrown inta 
confufion, the fecond battalion of the French men 
at arms galloped after them, and flew them all. 
This fecond battalion then went to the boys who 
were guarding the Englifli horfes, and killed or 
made prifoners the greater part of them, for very 
few efcaped. 

During this time, the two other battalions of the 
French were engaged with the Englifli ; and in the 
end they broke them, that they never were able to 
rally : the pennon of fir Euftace, which was their 
flandard, was taken and torn to pieces. When the 
Englifli were thrown into confufion, many were 
beaten down, and the French made prifoners at 
their choice. Sir Euftace fell into the hands of 
a knight who ferved under the count de Vaude- 
mont, whofe name was fir Hetiry de Quenillart, to 
whom he furrendered himfelf, and who had great 
difficulty to fave his life ; for the common people 
of Troyes wanted to put him to death for the gal- 
lant deeds of arms he had performed in Cham- 
pagne. 

Lord 
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Lord John de Paris and lord Martin of Spain 
were alfo made prifoners, as well as many other 
knights and efquires. Thofe that were able to 
efcape fled to the garrifon of Nogent ; but very 
few were fo fortunate, as almoft all were flain or 
taken. 

Sir Courageous de Manny * was left for dead on 
the field of battle, and by this means forgotten : 
but after the defeat, and when all the French were 
retired, he who had been grievoufly wounded, and 
more than half killed, raifed his head a little, and 
faw nothing but dead bodies around him. He then 
got up as well as he could, and, placing himfelf on 
his fitting, looked about to fee if he were far from 
Nogent, which had an Englifh garrifon ; and, by 
crawling on his hands and knees, in about an hour's 
time he came to the foot of the tower of Nogent. 
He made figns to the garrifon, that he was of their 
party. Upon which, they carried him into the for- 
trefs ; and, by drefling and fewing up his wounds 
with much care, he was completely cured. 

This engagement took place in the year 1359, 
the vigil of the feaft of St. John the Baptift. 

• I cannot find any thing relative to this monfeigncur 
Courageux de Manny in Dugdale*s Baronage. Lord Walter 
Manny feems to have left at his death only one daughter, 
married to the earl of Pembroke. 

Barnes fayst he was coufin to fir Euftace and nephew to 
fir Walter Manny, and was honored always with the epithet 
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CHAP, cxcvm. 

THE PILLAGERS, WHO HAD KEPT POSSESdION OF 

DIFFERENT FORTRESSES IN FRANCE, BEGIN 
WONDERFULLY TO FALL OFF. ' 

A FTER the defeat at Nogent fur Seine, which \ 
have jufl related, the country being cleared of 
the enemy, the French barons and men at arms 
returned to Trpyes, carrying with them their booty j 
but the prifoners they fent by different roads to fe-t 
veral of the French garrifons, becaufe the commoA 
people at Troyes ^yere defirous of putting them to 
death. 

When thofe who had remained at Pont fur Seine 
heard that fir Euftace, their captain, was made pri- 
foner ; that all his army were flain or taken ; they 
packed up their baggage and fet out as quickly 
as poffible, for they were but a yery few in 
number. 

Thofe alfo who were at Torcis*, Efpoyef, 
Aufy J, Mery § and Pleufy |(, and in all the forta 
that had been under the command of fir EuftacCj^ 
4id the fame, and left them void, for fe^r of the 
|>ifliop of Troyes and fir Broquart de Feneftrages,, 

- - I -- - - -- - -" - J r 

* A village in Champagne, diocefe and cle<5lion of Troyes. 

f A village in Champagne, diocefe of Rheims. 

% Auffon is a town and village in ChampagnCj^— Arcy ic 
Poufard, eledion of Rheims. 

§ Mery fur Seine,— a town in Champagne, diocefe of 
Troyes. 

I[ i\ town in Champagne^ diocefe of Troyes. 

who 
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who were great warriors: they ui^ted themfelves 
with other garrifons at a diftance. 

Sir Peter -Audley did not, for this check, quit 
Beaufort * j nor fir John Segar, Nogent j nor the 
lord Albret, Gie fur Aube f. 

About this time, the lord John of Piquigny died in 
an extraordinary manner at his caftle of la Herielle, 
within three leagues of Amiens : it was reported 
that he was ftrangled by his chamberlain, and that 
fir Luke de Bekufy, who was of his council, died 
much in the fame manner. 

Near this period, as fome of the foldiers belong- 
ing to fir Peter Audley were riding through the 
coimtry, they came to a good large village of the 
name of Ronay |, which they plundered ; infomuch 
that, as the curate of the place was celebrating 
high mafs, an Englifli fquire entered the church, 
took the chalice from the altar, in which the curate 
was preparing to confecrate the precious body of 
our Saviour Jesus Chri&t, and caft the wine upon 
the floor. Upon the curate remonftrating with 
him for this condudj he ftruck him fo hard a blow 
with his gauntlet upon the hand, that the blood 
fpirted upon the altar. Thefe pillagers then marched 
out into the fields, and the fquire carried with him 
the facred veflek and the cloth. 

" I I. ■ ll..! !■■■ ■ I .— — »»— — ^M» 

* Beaufort les Regnicourt,— a village in Champagne, 
cle(5lion of Rheims. 

f Gie, — a village in Champagne, cleftion of Bar fur Aube. 

t Ronay, — a village in Champagne, diocefe and eledlion 
of Troyes. 
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He was, however, fcarcely got into the fields, 
when his horfe began to caper, and to play fuch 
violent tricks that no one dared to approach him : 
after many plunges, they both fell to the groutid 
with their necks broken, and were immediately 
turned into cinders and duft. His companions, fee* 
Jng this, made a vow, that from henceforward they 
would never violate the fanftity of any church. 

The garrifon of Mauconfeil, not having any pro- 
vifions, fold the place to the inhabitants of Noyon*, 
and thofe in its neighbourhood, for about twelve 
thoufand gold moutons f, with liberty to go away 
in fafety, which they did, carrying off all that be^ 
longed to them. They withdrew into the fortrefTes 
of Creil, Clermont, la Herielle, Vely, Pierrepont, 
Roucy and Siflbnne, which, for a length of time, 
had been held by the Navarre party ; but, fince 
the conclufion of the peace with the king of Na- 
varre, they had remained with the Englifli. 

As foon as thofe of Noyon were in poffeflion of 
Mauconfeil, they razed it to the ground. 

Sir John Segar fold alfo Nogent to the bifliop of 
Troyes, and gave it up to him for a large fum of 
florin?, which he was to receive, and had it ratified 
to him under the hand and feal of the bifhop. 
Upon this, he went to the city of Troyes, and dif- 
mounted at the hotel of the bilhop, who faid to 
him'; * John, you will flay with me two or three 

'''!■' f ■ ■ ■ I I ■■ 

• Noyon,— an ancient town in Picardy. Its bifbon i^ 
fufFragan to the bifhop of Rheims. 
+ Moutons,— fee note, p, 36Q. 

days J 
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days J and, whilft you are courteoufly treated, I will 
prepare the money for your payment/ Sir John, 
who had conje thither on the bifhdp's word, agreed 
to the propofal : but the populace began to mur- 
mur, and to fay, * How can our lord bifhop make 
fuch a mock of us, as to entertain in his houfe the 
greatefl: pillager of all France, befides wanting to 
make us give him our money ?* They then col- 
lefted together, fent ftrong guards to each of the 
gates, to prevent his efcape, and marched in a body 
of fix thoufand, with arms, to flay fir John Segar 
in the court of the bifliop's hotel. 

When the bifliop faw this, he fpoke to them, and 
faid ; * My good friends, he is come here under 
the fecurity of my paffport ; and you know that a 
treaty has been made between us, with your con- 
fent : it would therefore be highly difloyal to do 
any thing, under this affurance, that may, be hurt- 
ful to him.' 

However, notwithflanding the endeavours of the 
bifhop, they forced into the hall and the apart- 
ments, in which they made fo exad a fearch that 
they found fir John Segar, flew him, and cut him 
)fito pieces* 
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CHAP. CXCIX. 

THE FRENCH REFUSE TO RATIFY THE TREATY 
WHICH KING JOHN HAD ENTERED INTO WITH 
ENGLAND. 

T HAVE been a long time filent with regard to 
the king of England ; but until this moment 
there has not been any caufe for fpeaking of him j 
for as long as the truce lafted, his people did not 
carry on the war in his name. The truce having 
expired the firft day of May 1359, from that 
period the Englifli and Navarre garrifons made war 
for him as king of France, and continued fo to do 
daily. 

It happened that foon after the peace between 
the duke of Normandy and the king of Navarre 
had been concluded, as has been related, the lord 
Arnold d'Andreghen, mar&al of France, returned 
to England j for he was not yet ranforaed fince he 
was made a prifoner at Poitiers. 

At that time alfo, the king of England and the 
prince of Wales came to Weftminfter, to meet the 
king of France and lord James de Bourbon ; when 
thefe four affembled together in council, and agreed 
on a peace, without any arbitrator between them,^ 
upon certain conditions which were written down^ 
and alfo a letter was indited to be fent to France to 
the duke of Normandy, 

The earl of Tangarville and fir Arnold crofled 
the fea with thefe difpatches, landed at Boulogne, 

^4 
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and haftened on to Paris ; where they found the 
duke of Normandy and the king of Navarre, to 
whom they delivered their letters. 

The duke of Normandy confulted the king of 
Navarre on the fubjefl: of them, who advifed that 
the prelates, nobles, and the councils of the prin- 
cipal towns fhould be affembled, which was accord- 
ingly ordered. 

It appeared to the king of Navarre, the duke of 
Normandy and his brothers, as well as to the coun- 
cil of ftate, that the conditions of peace were too 
hard : and they gave an unanimous anfwer to the 
two lords who had brought them, that * they would 
much rather endure the great diftrefs they were in 
at prefent, than fuffer the kingdom of France to be 
diminifhed, and that king John muft remain longer 
in England.* 

When the king of France was informed they 
had not fucceeded in their miflion, he faid, * Ha, 
ha, my good fon Charles, you confult with the 
king of Navarre, who deceives you, and would de- 
ceive forty fuch as you.' 

The king of England, on receiving their anfwer, 
jaid, that fince it was fo, before the winter was 
over, he would enter France with a moft powerful 
army, and remain there until there was an end of 
the war by an honorable and fatisfaftory peace. 

He began making more fplendid preparation! 
fhan he had ever done before. 

About this feafon, which was the middle of A^ 
guft 1359, the, lord John de Craon, archbiihop of 
llheims, the inhabitants pf that town and its neigh- 

I bourhood. 
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bourhood, with other knights and fquires of the 
counties of Rethel and Laon^ marched and laid 
fiege to the caftle of Roucy: they preffed it fo 
hard for five weeks, that the garrifon furrendered, 
on condition of faving their lives and fortunes. 
For this effe£b, they had letters, with permiflion to 
go wherever they pleafed in furety, under the hands 
of the archbifhop, the count de Porcien and the 
count de Braine, who were there : but when they 
were fetdng out, the common people came forth to 
meet them, and flew the greater part, in fpite of 
the lords, who with much difficulty faved the life of 
their leader, Hannequin Fran5ois. Thus had the 
count de Roucy once more poffeffion of his town 
^nd caitle. 



CHAP..CC. 

MR EUSTACE d'aMBR^TICOURT OBTAINS HIS LI- 
BERTY BY A GREAT RANSOM. 

COON after the re-capture of the caftle of Roucy, 
fir Peter Audley fell fick, and died in his bed, 
at the caftle of Beayfort in Champagne, which 
caufed great grief among all the followers of his for- 
tunes. Upon this, the Englifli and Germans, who 
were united in carrying on the war in the name of 
the king of England, confulted together, and deter- 
mined that they could not fix on a more proper 
leader than fir Euftace d*Ambreticourt, who was 
then recovered from his wounds. 

They 
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They fent Faiicon the herald into the county df 
Vaildemont, to confer with the earl of that name, 
and with the lord Henry de Quenillart *, who had 
made him prifoner, touching his redemption. His 
liberty was granted, on condition of his paying 
down twenty-two thoufand french livres for his ran*- 
fom. Sir Euftace thus recovered his freedom ; the 
different garrifons in Champagne and Brie having 
made a fubfcription for that purpofe, when each 
man cheerfully paid his part. He obtained his hack- 
ney and war horfe that he had loft at the battle of 
Nogent, which had been fent to him by the lady 
Ifabella de Juliers, countefs of Kent, from England, 
out of her aflFeftion to him. The Englifli alfo fur- 
rendered at -that time the caftle of Conflans t in 
Champagne, of which they were in poffeffion. 

When thefe troops, who were carrying on the 
war againft France, had thus ranfomed fir Euftace 
d'Ambreticourt, they elefted him their chief, and 
all forts of perfons enlifted under his banner. 

He made an excurfion into the Rhetelois |, 
where no one had been before, and took by ftorm 
the good town of Attigny § upon the Aifne, where 
they found upwards of a hundi^ed tons of wine. 
They fixed upon this as the principal garrifon, and 
overran from it the whole country in the environs 



• Barnes calls him fir Henry de Quingey, but why, I 
know not. 

f Diocefe and cledlion of Chalons, near Chalons. 

t A country of Champagne, near Rhetel. 

4 A market-town in Champagne, diocefe of Rheims, and 
aear Rhetel* 

of 
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o( Rheims : they pillaged Epemay *, Bamery \i 
Touraine |, and the town of Vertus §, where they 
met with very great booty : they placed there another 
garrifon, which Tcoured the country from the river 
Mame to la Perte-Milon || ; whilfl. thofe of Attigny 
overran it as far as Mefieres ^ upon the Meufe, 
Donchery **, and even to le Chene Pouilleux tf. 



CHAP. CCl. 

•IR BROQUART DE FENESTRAGES FORCES PAV- 
MENT FROM THE DUKE OF NORMANDY, RE* 
^ENT OF FRANCE. 

A BOUT this time it happened, that fir Broquart 
de Feneftrages, who had been to the aid of the 
duke of Normandy and the French^ againft the 
Englifh and men of Navarre, and had much aflifled 
them in their conquefts, and in driving them out of 
their fortreffes in Champagne, had been very badly 

* Diocefe of Rheims, eight leagues from Chalons. 

t Damery, — a village near Epernay. 

if I can find only Touraille, a village in Champagne^ dec* 
tion of Chaumont, near Ligny* 

$ A town in Champagne* fix leagues from Chalons. 

II A town in Picardy, diocefe of Set)lis> election of Crefpys 

^ A ftrong city in Champagne, on the Meufe. 

••A town in Champagne on the Meufe* bordering on 
Luxembourg. 

f f Chefnc Pouilleuxr— a town in Champagne, iti the elec-* 
tion of Rhetel, near Sedan, — made famous' by the retreat 
of the duke of Brunfwick, before DumourieZ) in the year 
1792. 

paid 
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paid for his affiftance; infomuch that there was 
owing to him and his men, for their fubfidy, thirty 
thoufand livres. He fent therefore certain perfons 
to the duke at Paris, who did not give them very 
pleafant anfwers, for-^they retuned without having 
been able to do any thing. 

Upon this, fir Broquart fent a defiance to the 
duke and to all France, and took pofleffion of a 
handfome town called Bar fur Seine*, where at 
that time there were nine hundred hotels, and 
plundered the inhabitants ; but the caftle was fo 
well guarded, he could not gain it. Having packed 
up his booty, he carried away upwards of five hun-r 
dred prifoners, and burnt the town fo completely 
that nothing remained but the walls. His men re- 
treated to Conflans, which they had made their gar- 
rifon, and committed afterward more atrocious afts 
in Champagne than ever the Englifti or men of Na* 
varre had done. 

When fir Broquart and his troop had thus ov€r* 
Tun and pillaged the country, there was an agree- 
ment made with them ; and each man was paid even 
more than he demanded ; fo that fir Broquart re- 
treated into Lorraine, whence he had come, carry* 
ing with him all his foldiers : he left peaceably the 
kingdom of France and country of Champagne, 
after having done a fufficiency of evil to each of 
them. 

* A town of Burgundy, on the Seine, diocefe of Langrcf. 
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CHAP. ecu. 

ftIR ROBERt KNOLLES MAKES AN EXCURSION iN-* 
TO BERRY AND AUVERGNE. HE IS PURSUED 
fiY THE GENTLEMEN OF THOSE COUNTRIES. 

/V T this fame period, in the year 1359, fir Robert 
KnoUes prepared an expedition, confiftihg of 
three thoufand perfons including every one. With 
this army, he quitted the marches of Brittany ; and, 
having followed the courfe of the Loire upwards, 
entered the province of Berry, overrunning and 
deftroying all that part of the country* It was re* 
ported that his intentions were to pafs throug^i 
Auvergne, to pay a vifit to the pope and cardinals 
at Avignon, and get fome of their florins, as the 
archprieft had done before. 

The gentlemen of Auvergne and Limoufin aflem- 
bled in large bodies, to oppofe- this invafion; in 
particular, the count de Forefls, who brought with 
him four hundred lances ; and they were very nu- 
merous when all were aflembled. 

Sir Robert KnoUes and his troops, who were all 
called Englifhmen, continued their march from 
Brittany unmolefted, imtil they came to the borders 
of Auvergne. The lords of Auvergne, with then: 
array, advanced to within a fhort day's journey of 
nr Robert. They obferved, from a mountain 
where they had polled themfelves, all that the Eng- 
lifh were doing. On the morrow, they marched to 
that part ; there were only two fhort country leagues 
between them ; when they halted, and took poft on 

II 81 mouB* 
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a mountain, and the Englifli did the fame on ano- 
ther : each army faw the fires the other was' making. 
The next morning, the French decamped, and ad- 
vanced ftill nearer to meet them, for they were well 
acquainted with the country, and, about noon, took 
up their quarters on an eminence right before the 
Englifh : the two armies were only feparated by a 
ineadow of about twelve acres. 

The Englifh immediately drew up in oMer of 
battle, and placed their archers on the declivity of 
the hill, in the front. 

The French lords then drew up their army in two 
battalions, each of which confided of upwards of five 
thoufand men. 

The count de Clermont, dauphin of Auvergne, 
commanded the firft battalion : his name was Be- 
rault. He was knighted on the fpot, and difplayed 
his banner, which was quartered with the arms of 
Auvergne and. Clermont *. There were near ta 



* In all my manufcripts and printed editions, it is Au- 
vergne and A^erqtul Denys Saiivage fays, that there muft 
be fome miftakc, and propofes Clermont in h*eu of Merquel* 
which, as he was count de Clermont as well as dauphin of 
Auvergne, feem« to me proper. Barnes changes the word 
Merquel into Marteques ; but he gives no reafon or authority 
for fo doing. 

The counts of Auvergne added the title of dauphin, in rl» 
valfhip to the dauphin of Viennois, 1 167. How long they 
continuea it I know not. The laft dauphin of Viennois w^ai 
Humbert, who ceded the title and his eftates to the crown 
of France IJ^J* on condition of the heir apparent to that 
crown filing it. Dauphin was formerly a title of honor, as 
duke, marquis, &c. is now. 

Vol. II. Hh his 
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his perfon, his uncle the lol'd Robert Dauphin, th« 
lord of Montagu, the lord of Talen9onj the lord of 
Rochefort, the lord of Serignac, the lord Godfrey 
of Boulogne, and many young fquires from Limofi- 
fin, Quercy, Auvergne and Rouergue* 

In the fecond battalion, were the count de Forefts, 
the lord John of Boulogne, the count d* Auvergne, 
the lord d'Archer and his Ions, the lord d'Achon, 
the lord d'Uzes, the lord Reginald de Forefts, 
brother to the count, and great numbers of knights 
and fquires, with a thorough good will for the com- 
bat, as was apparent. 

Oft the other Hand, fir Robert Knolles and his 
troops (hewed an equally good countenance to en- 
gage. 

Thus then they remained until the evening, each 
in their entrenchments, without moving, except 
^me young knights and fquires, who, in hopes of 
gaining glory by feats of arms, defcended into the 
meadow, with the leave of their marfhals, in order 
to tilt with their opponents. He who conquered 
his adverfary carried him off prifoner. Towards 
night, each party retired to his quarters, and kept 
a good and great guard. 

The lords of France held a council, and refolved 
at the hour of midnight to defcend the mountain, 
not on the fide next the Englifli, but by that which 
they had afcended ; when, by malting a circuit of 
only two leagues, they would come to the oppofite 
fide of the hill where the Englifh were pofted, which 
part was not high nor difficult of afcent : they had 
hopes to arrive there fo early, that the Efiglifh would 

hot 
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not be all armed. Each lord was to give thefe or- 
ders to his own people : this, however, was not 
done fo fecretly but that the Englifh were informed 
of it by one of their countrymen, a prifoner in the 
French army, who made his efcape, and told fir 
Robert ^nolles of their intentions. 

Sir Robert fummoned a council of thofe in whofe 
opinion he moft confided, who, cpnfidering the fu* 
periority of the French forces, thought it not advi- 
fable to wait for them. Upon thi«, their baggage 
was Immediately loaded : they decamped^ and we^e 
aonduded by thofe of the country whom they had 
made prifoners. 

At midnight, the French were drawn up in bat* 
tle-arr^y, and marched according as it had been or-i 
dered« They arrived by day-break on the moun-* 
tain, where they thought to havje found the Englifh t 
but, when they faw they had decamped, they feni 
efffome of their moft expert and beft mounted, over 
the hills to fee if they could get any tidings of them* 
They returned about nine o'clock, and reported 
that they had feen them on their march^ named the 
loads they had taken, and added they were advance 
ing towards Limoges. 

When the lords of Auvergne heard this, they 
broke up their expedition, and each returned to his 
own home. 

Very foon after, a treaty of marriage was entered 

« 

mto, and completed, between the gallant knight the 
lord Berault, dauphin of Auvergne, with the daugh*- 
ter of the count de Foreits, whom he had by a fifter 
#f the lord James de Bourbon« 

H ha pHAF. 
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CHAP. can. 

j^ ^\^ SOME GERMANS WAIT FOR THE KING OF ENG- 
LAND AT CALAIS, TO ATTEND HIM IN HlSr 
EXPEDITION INTO FRANCE, DURING THE TIM£* 
KING JOHN WAS IN ENGLAND. 

TOURING all this time, the king of England was 
making fuch great preparations, for his expe- 
dition into France, that the like was never feen be- 
fcM-e : on which account, many barons and knights' 
of the German empire, who had formerly ferved 
him, exerted themfelves much this year, and pro- 
vided themfelves handfomely in horfes and equipage 
in the beft manner they could, each according to 
his rank, and haflened as faft as pofTible, by the 
frontiers of Flanders, to Calais, where they re- 
mained, to wait for the king of England. 

It happened that the king could not come thither 
with his army by the time appointed, which caufed 
fuch numbers to remain at Calais, that there were 
no lodgings for them, nor ftables for their horfes. 
In addition to this, bread, wine, hay, oats, and all 
forts of provifions, were fo fcarce, that none could 
be had for money. . , 

Thus did ihefe mercenary Germans, Bohemians^ 
Brabanters, Flemings, Hainaulters, both poor and 
rich, wait from the be^ftning of Auguft until St. 
Luke's day ; fo that many were forced to fell, the 
greater part of their jewels. If the king had ar- 
rived then, they would not have known where td 
have lodged him 'and his people, except in *thc 

caftle, 
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<laftle, for the whole town was occupied. There 
was alfo fome doubt if thefe lords, who had fpent 
their all, would have quitted Calais, for the king 
or any one elfe, if their expences had not been 
allowed them. 

The king had not fcnt for a fourth part of them. 
Some came out of good will to him, in hopes of 
grace and favor; others, with the expectation of 
gaining from the plunder of France. 

The king of England at lafl: ordered the duke of 
Lancafter to Calais, with four hundred men in 
armour and two thoufand archers and Welftimen. 
When the duke came to Calais, he was much re- 
joiced to fee fo many foreign lords, who made 
eameft inquiries after the king. He excufed the 
king for not coming, on the impoffibility of getting 
aU preparations ready for fo large an army by the 
time he had fixed. He then told thefe lords, that 
a longer refidence there would be of no fervice; 
that as he intended making an excurfion into 
France, to fee what he could find, he entreated of 
them to accompany him, offering to lend to each a 
fum of money, to pay their landlords and other 
expences, as well as to fupply them with as much 
provifion as their horfes could carry. 

They accepted the duke's propofal, for they were 
afhamed to refufe it ; and having had their horfes 
new fhodden, and packed up their baggage, they 
fet out from Calais in a magnificent train, accom- 
panying the duke toward^jSt. Omer, They might 
be about two thoufand men with armour, without 
counting the archers or footmen. 

Hh3 They 
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They pafled by St. Omer, ridiiig on towards Be* 
thune *, which they alfo left unmolefted, and came 
to Mont St.. Eloy tj where there was a large and 
rich monaflery, fituated two leagues diftant from 
Arras. Here they halted four days, to refrefli 
themfelves and their horfes, as they found a fuffi- 
ciency for both in the monaftery. 

When they bad robbed and plundered the couUf 
try round about, they advanced until they came to 
the town of Braye J, which they attacked a whole 
day. A knight-banneret § of England was flain 
there, with many others; for the townfmen de» 
fended themfelves valiantly, owing to a reinforce- 
ment which the count de St. Pol and the lord de 
Lameval, with others, to the amount of two hun^ 
dred lances, had thrown into the back part of the 
town. When the Englifh perceived they could 
make no impreffion, they marched off, following 
the courfe of the river Somme, being in great dit 
trefe for bread and wine, until they came to a town 
called Cherify ||, where they found enough of botlu 
They croffed the river at this last place by the bridge, 
which was not deftroyed, and remained there that 
night and the feaft of All-Saints. 

That day, a meffenger brought the news to the 
duke, that the king was arrived at Calais, with 

•. A ftrong town in Artois. 
^ A villagte of Artois, diocefe of Arras. 
% Brayc fur Somme, — a village in Picardy. 
j Barnes fays it was fir Thomas Mtirrers, but gives no 
Hiithority. 

M A village in Picardy, diocefe of Noyoiu 

io orders 
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orders for him and his troops to join him immedi-r 
ately. Upon which, they all returned to Calais, 
In this expedition was fir Henry of Flanders, with 
two hundred lances. From Brabant, there were 
fir Henry de Beautrefen, lord of Bergues, the lord 
Girard de la Harde and lord Franque de Halle *• 
From Hainault, the lord Walter de Manny and the 
lord John de Gommeguines. From Bohemia, fix 

Walter de la Hautepomme, fir Reginald de Boul- 
lant, the lord Godfrey de Harduemont and the lord 
John his fon, the lord Duras, Thierry de Ferram, 
the lord Ruffe de Jumeppe, the lord Giles Sorles, 
the lord John de Bermont, the lord Reginald d% 
Bergehes and many other nobleman. The Ger- 
mans and mercenaries from ftrange countries, I 
mm unable to name ; therefore, for the prefent, I 
ihall be filent on that head. 



^ Sir Francis van Haile was afterwards captain of Calais, 
and a commlQloner for treating of peace with France. He 
was inftalled knight of the garter in the 9|d (UU, ia thi^ 
room of fir Otho Holland. 

BufwelPs ^aouni of th^ GarUTf Noj 5<^ 
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CHAP. CCIV. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND LEADS A GREAT ARMY 
INTO FRANCE, DURING THE TIME THE KING 

OF FRANCE WAS A PRISONER IN ENGLAND. 

THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE ARMY OF ENG- 
LAND. 

AS the duke of Lancafter, .with his barons and 
knights, were returning to Calais, to falute the 
king of England, who was impatient to fee them^ 
they met, within four leagues of Calais, fuch a 
multitude of people, the whole country was filled 
with them ; and they were fo richly armed and 
drefied out, that it was a pleafure to view their 
arms glittering in the fun, their banners waving in 
the wind, and the whole army marching flowly in 
battle-array. 

When the duke and the above-mentioned lords 
were come to the king, he received them very 
gracioufly, and thanked them much for their fer- 
vices. 

Shortly afterward, thefe mercenary Germans, 
Brabanters and Bohemians, having affembled toge- 
ther, informed the king, that, having fpent their 
money, and fold their horfes and armour, very 
little remained with them for his fervice, according 
to the defign of their coming, and that, if there 
fhould be occafion, they had not wherewithal to 
return to their own country : they intreated him, 
cut of his generofity, to pay fome regard to their 
fituation. 

The 
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The king thus replied : ' I am but ill prepared 
at, this 'place to give you a complete anfwer ; and, 
as I imagine, you muft all be much fatigued : if 
you will go and refrefh yourfelves in Calais for 
two or three days, I will confider your requefts 
this night, and to-morrow will fend you fuch an- 
anfwer as ought to be.fatisfadory to you in reafon, 
and according to my means/ Thefe lords then 
left the king and the duke, and advanced towards 
Calais, When they had marched about half a 
league^ they met a great number of handfome 
waggons, and foon after the prince of Wales, who, 
as well as all his attendants, were moll brilliantly 
armed, and in fuch numbers that the whole coua- 
try feemed covered with them : they marched 
flowly in clofe order, as if they were about to en- 
gage in battle, and always a league or two in the 
rear of the king's divifion, with their baggage and 
provifions between them ; which arrangement thq 
foreign lords viewed with delight, 

Thefe lords attentively confidered this arm^^, and 
refpedfully faluted the prince, the barons, and the 
other lords that were with him. After the prince 
had courteoufly and handfomely received them^ like 
one who knew well how to do fo, ,on their tajking 
leave, they informed him alfo of their poverty and 
fituation, befeeching him that he would, have the 
goodnefs to attend to their neceffities. The prinqe 
liftened to them, and cheerfully cotrtplied with theit 
requeft. They then rode on, and came to Calais j 
where they took up their lodgings. The fecond 

day 
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Aqr after tliey had been there, th« king of England 
^t them his anfwer by three worthy knights, who 
told them plainly, that the king had not with him 
adequate fums of money to pay all their expences, 
nor what they might perhaps demand : that he had 
brought with him only fufficient for the enterprise 
he had undertaken : that, however, if they thought 
proper to accompany him, and partake of his good 
and bad fortune, (hould any fuccefs enfue, they 
ftould partake of it, and largely ; but that he would 
n6t be underftood as obliged to pay them any 
wages, nor any thing for horfes deftroyed, or other 
expences which they might be put to } for he had 
lH*ought an army from his own country equal to 
the bufinefs that he had undertaken. 

This anfwer was not very agreeable to thefe 
lords, nor to their companions, who had laboured 
kard, and expended their all : they had alfo pawned 
Acfir horfes and armour, having fold every thing 
fuperfluous through necefllty. Nevcrthelefs, they 
tould obtain nothing except fome fmall fums, lent 
Aem to carry them home again. However, fome 
of thefe noblemen chofe to remain with the king 
Md Aare his adventures } for they would have been 
l^n^, if they had gone back to their own country 
*i4thotit having done any thing. 

I fiiall xm^ point out the manner of the airange* 
»«^t of the king of England's forces, which he 
ttt^daght with him for this expedition. It ought 
tm %f^ be pafled over in filence, for fo large an 
9MSf had Aever left England before. 

Previous 
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Ih^evidus lo the Idng's embarking tot Fntliee, he 
fent all the French earls and barons, his prifoners, 
mto different parts and ftrong caftles in his khig- 
dom, in order to be more uilder command. He 
{)laced the king of Francie in the tower of Loiidon, 
\^hich is very large and ftrong, and lituated on the 
river Thames : his young fon Philip was fent thi- 
ther with him : but they were deprived of many of 
their attendants, curtailed in feveral comforts, and 
more clofely confined than before. 

When he was ready to fet out, he fummoned all 
thofe who had provided themfelves with every thing 
neceffary to attend him to France, to advance to- 
wards Dover, where they would find veffels to crols 
the fea. Each man got himfelf ready as faft as he 
could : there was not in England a knight, fquire 
or man of honour, from the age of twenty to fixty 
years, that did not go ; fo that almoft all the earls, 
barons, knights and fquires of the realm went to 
Dover ; except thofe whom the king and his coun- 
cil had ordered to remain, to guard his caftles, 
bailiwicks, mayoralties, fea -ports, havens and 
marches* 

When all were colleded together at Dover, and 
the veffels ready, the king ordered both fmall and 
great to affemble at a particular place out of the 
town, where he diftindly told them, that his inten- 
tions were to pafs into France, and never to return 
until he fhould have put an end to the war, and 
obtained an honorable and efEcient peace ; that he 
would die fooner than not accompUfli this objeQ: ; 

and 
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9bA that if there were any among them who difap-^ 
proved of what he had faid, he defired they would 
return home. They all approving, embarked on 
board the Ihips, to the cries of * God and St* 
George!' and arrived at Calais two days before 
the feafl of Ail-faints i359. 
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